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anyone can grow... 


anywhere 


You simply cannot go wrong 
with Daylilies. Throughout the 
entire length and breadth of 
all 48 states... . 


® Daylilies flourish with minimum 
care. 


© Bloom beautifully and profusely 
year after year. 


’ Are true perennials that last 
a lifetime. 


What more could anyone want 
for his garden? 
Be sure to get started with day- 
lilies this spring. Our extra heavy 
Oregon grown plants will bloom 
this year. 


cegncemome. 


25c¢ 64-PAGE COLOR CATALOG 25c 


Over 100 true-to-life color illustrations 
featuring latest introductions of IRISES, | 
DAYLILIES, ROSES, PEONIES, ASTERS | 
AND LILIES. Many exclusives available | 
only from WALTER MARX GARDENS. 
Don't miss this most beautiful and in- 
formative catalog. Sent free if you 
| order from this ad. 


FANCIER’S COLLECTION ALL COLORS DAYLILY COLLECTION 


For those who already have daylilies and want to add some If you are primarily interested in lots of color and a maximum 
of the best recent introductions, we heartily recommend the 


; : number of plants for your money, this offer should fill the bill. 
following selections. 


Every collection will include different varieties of our selection 


* COPPER SUNSET. 1956 introduction of vivid copper red. in shades of RED, COPPER, WINE, SALMON and GOLD. Well- 


Large flowers in abundance, 


CATHEDRAL TOWERS Big light yellow wits mahogany rooted field divisions that will bloom the first year. 
red eye zone. Nothing like it. 


= GARNET ROBE. Deepest velvety garnet red. Most popular, 10 varieties all different 


‘DEBUTANTE. Lovely wide-petaled pink and cream. 20 varieties 5 atteent 

all differen 
~ MISSION BELLS. One of the finest clear yellows. Immense 
ruffled flowers. 


"HOWDY. Most striking bicolor—of creamy yellow and ORDER NOW. WE CAN SHIP ANYWHERE 


deepest er ; AT ANY TIME. 
rare © Varieties {sr'my ™ S's 


ALL PLANTS LABELED e ALL ORDERS SHIPPED POSTPAID IN U.S.A, 


or poe Se eit hidlin Wee Gardens, Box 38-F Boring, Oregon 
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In 10 minutes you can know more about your soil than from a lifetime of 
gardening! This amazing Sudbury Soil Test Kit tells just what plant foods 
the soil needs to give you the best garden you’ve ever had. No one can tell by 
looking at soil what it lacks. There’s only one way to know—test your soil! 
Your flowers will be bigger, more beautiful, more colorful and fragrant than 
ever before. It even helps house plants grow better. You’ll have more delicious 
vegetables, full of minerals and vitamins—and more of them. Your shrubs will 
be more luxuriant, the lawn rich, lush and velvety green all season long, so 
dense that crabgrass and weeds cannot grow. 


Takes the Guesswork Out of Gardening 
It’s so ‘oy so easy to use—yet more important than the best plants 


and seeds. This Soil Test Kit will greatly increase your reward from all 
the time and effort spent on your hobby, bringing more garden enjoyment 
and saving valuable plants that otherwise would die. 

Just using lots of fertilizer isn’t enough—the wrong kind 

can do more harm than good. A few favorite plants => 
saved will more than pay for your Kit! . 


HORTICULTURAL KIT POPULAR GARDEN KIT 

For those whose garden is their hobby. mapeelety designed for the 
Lifetime welded steel chest withcarrying small garden. Handsome case 
handle; weighs only 9% Ibs. Simple, easy with clear lucite cover, com- 
directions; charts show needs of 225 differ- plete in every way. Makes 
ent flowers, vegetables, fruits, etc. Makes 50 tests for nitrogen, phos- 
over 150 tests for nitrogen, phosphorusand phorus, potash. lime. Simple 


potash. Also whether lime is needed (pH), directions. Only $6.98! a ine i ead Th 

eee es es aw 9.00 Reading a Thermometer 

Big value, low cost—only $15.95! : You get the right answer right away! You'll know 
: =| what kind of fertilizer to use and how much, for 


SUPER deLUXE KIT Go 
The best! Handsome, streamline, welded 
uteel chest, with 12 times as much testing 
solutions. er he ~* 7 
weighs only ost economical to ecst 
use. Favorite of leading gardeners, florists, FREE TRIAL Ene Se ny you = 
nurserymen. Only $29.98i completely satisfied; otherwise return Kit 
purchase price. 


No Knowledge of in 10 days and we'll refund 
Chemistry Needed SEND NO MONEY —Order C. 0. D. 


send check and 
Even your first tests will be accurate veil mail paid ae 
and reliable. Test your soil anytime, any- rom ir som Fe cm a: 
where—in the wel gence cellar or right Ste tohS.55 om 
out in the garden. Costs less than 1c a Pf Se eee 2eeeeeeae@ 
test; First aid to amateurs, the expert's § SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box SF, South Sudbury, Mass. 
se peas Sane Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits ordered by return mail: 
BETTER GARDEN GUARANTEE Horticultural Kits@ $1 
You can’t lose—even next fall, if 5.95 each 
you haven't had a better garden you Popular Garden Kits @ $6.98 each 


/ re moy return the Kit for full refund. ...... Super deLuxe Kits @ $29. each 
—=,,” Don’t risk being without a Sudbury I e —_ 


Soil Test Kit this year. Enclosed is $ Send C.O.D. 


Send postpaid. 
Write for 
Special Offer as 


SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box S9F, South Sudbury, Mass. 


World’s Largest Makers—Over 500,000 Now in Use 1% 
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FOR ALL GARDENERS 

Gardening in the shade—Make use of shady areas in your pene sd 
planting wild flowers this spring . . 

You always have space for peau Carolyn ‘Ss. "Langdon 

Williamsburg—1957 

Cannas—new varieties create new interest—by Walter ‘Singer 

Camellias are on a northward march—by Frederic Heutte . ... . 

“Trees grow faster than you think”—by E.Sam Hemming . . 

Merit dahlias to watch in 1957—Second part of the list of dahlias win- 
ning Certificates of Merit from the American Dahlia Society 

Spring cleaning prepares a garden for summer—by Montague Free 

Timely gardening reminders for all across the country ‘ 

The story of camellia petal blight—by Dr. Cynthia Westcott 

Shrubs for America’s gardens—Part III of Evergreens 

Here are good evergreen shrubs to plant this spring . 

Many evergreens reward us with gay fruit and flowers . . 

Every home garden needs the substance of good perennials—by Marjorie 
P. Johnson .. : 

Plant a dozen seed packets and you will have a garden oe 

Annuals to grow for cutting and for dried arrangements—by | Esther 

C. Grayson . j 

How to grow tuberous begonias—by Frank Reinelt , 

How we solved the bank problem—Clifton Lisle tells how to plant a a 
steep bank to retain the soil ; - 

Home-grown vegetables . . . crispy fresh and packed with flavor 

Plants to color your rock garden—by Walter Singer 

How to plant a rosebush—Step-by-step instructions . , 

Fool-proof from seed: balsam and spider-plant—by Edna Dusenbery : 

Springtime is show time—The outstanding garden and flower shows 
that you can visit from coast to coast . 

Fan Columbine—Senior Editor — Free tells about this little- 
known aquilegia : ‘ ‘ ° 

Buying guide to tools and equipment . s 

Grow a packet of double petunia seeds—by Frances Drake 

Winter vegetable harvest—by Martha Compton 

GARDENER INDOORS 

Festival of spring books—by Peggy Jackson Petermann ‘ 

Casual and unstudied arrangements for the si il Marget Cochrane 
ol ae 

Sterling bowl tournament—Some of last "year’s winning arrangements 
and the rules for this June’s competition ae rae 

African Violet Society celebrates its 10th year . ‘ 

The Home greenhouse—by Victor Greiff . . . ° 


DEPARTMENTS 
OT ge 4 Garden Events .. ey ee 6 


Readers’ Own Cormer .. . 6 The Home Greenhouse os 
Modern Gardener... 26 Tools and Equipment ... Iiil 


FLOWER GROWER is indexed in The Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature and 
Agricultural Index which can be found in your public library. 
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Coming in April: You will 
love the cover, another 
outstanding painting by 
Allianora Rosse. This cover 
will announce that spring 
has truly arrived, and in 
keeping with the season there 
will be articles on wild flow- 
ers, annuals for seashore 
gardeners, chrysanthemums, 
vegetables, herbs, evergreen 
trees. 


Chrysanthemum lovers will 
especially enjoy Roderick 
Cumming’s article on the 
goal of modern hybridizers 
and Mary Seckman’s article 
on her visits to outstanding 
chrysanthemum nurseries. 
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i, aay QUESTIONS— 

by F. F. Rockwell. 
4 2-volume edition! The 
whole field of garde: 
soils, flowers, 


shrubs. ees intend be 

fruits, vegetables—covered OF GARDENING—Ed. 
by experts in questions and Rouen Taylor, coabeek 
answers. Nearly 1,500 by 68 specialists. New 
peges. | = illustrations. edition of the most com- 
ats sete reference 

—revised, enlar, 
12,381 entries, 338 
‘ pages, 637 a dia- 


grams. Pub. ed 00 


OF THESE PRACTICAL GARDEN BOOKS 


GARDENER’S BUG BOOK—Cyn- 
thia Westcott. New up-to- 
date edition of the most 
complete pest control book 
ever published! Tells how 
to recognize and combat 
more than 1,000 insects! 
Latest information about 
chemicals, sprayers, etc. 
608 pages. Pub. ed. $7. 


for only 


uP TO $17.50 VALUE IN PUB. EDITIONS 


ES, choose ANY TWO of the beautiful and useful illus- 

trated books on this page for less than the price of one! 
With this big money-saving offer is included FREE member- 
ship in the famous American Garden Guild Book Club. 


The Club offers you—at savings—theé best newly published books 
in all fields of gardening—-selected by an editorial panel of experts in- 
cluding Montague Free, former Horticulturist for the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden, and Fred F. Rockwell, well-known gar euthacitg. 

Club selections are beautifully — and + profusely illus- 
trated, often with full-color photos and p horticul- 
. ‘ tural artists. Yet they come to you at an average ening of 20% from 
: Y \ the price of publishers lowers, fruits, freee, vegetables, shrubs, house 
Just Published! ‘ J gardeners’ interests—flowers, fruits, trees, vegetables, shrubs 
j . plants, birds, wild flowers, landscaping, garden planning, building. 
MAGIC WORLD OF FLOWER AR- , care. But you buy only the books you want! And you ane aye to 
RANGING — A treasury of take one every month. As few as 4 books in 24 months—yes, only 4 
breathtaking arrangements books during your first two years as a member—are all you agree 
and original ideas for home 


to buy! 
decoration, parties, holi- 
days, prize-winning exhib- FREE BONUS BOOKS! With every fourth book you select, the Club 
its! Big, luxurious 84%” by sends you absolutely FREE—a brand-new, full-size garden book of 
11” book. 100 photos, special value and interest—usually worth $3.00 or more! 


many in beautiful 
SEND NO MONEY! 


color! Pub ed. $10.00 
Just mail the coupon. We will send 
you any two books you choose from 
this page—value up to = 50 in an 
lishers’ editions—and will 
billed only $2.89. (We pay postage. 
er, you will receive the Club’s 
Bulletin, a se- 


lections. Garden 
Book Club, ete City, N.Y. 











ALL ABOUT AFRICAN ViI0- 
LETS—Montague Free. 
America’s foremost au- 
thority tells you all you 
want to know about 
Saintpaulias——soils, 
ting, propagation, pest- 
control, much more! 111 
show-how photos, 310 
pages. Pub. ed. $3.50 WHAT'S NEW IN GARDENING—-Dr. 
| P. P. Pirone. An informative 
, < a guide that brings you up-to-date 
AMERICAN TREES—Rutherford ‘ on new chemicals, new plants 
Platt. The trees of all America, : and flowers, new fruits vege- 
including the great pines —_ tables, new trees and — new 
cedars of the Northwest, materials and Pe 50 pho- 
exotic trees of Florida, cule tos. Pub. ed. $3. 
fornia’s redwoods, etc. de- 
scribed and illustrated, 270 
illustrations. Pub. ed. $3.50 


pees enem eeuiinieihb het int eiiebinted Gene Gann eainh Gham Oxia ean any 


tieememens, Oe your | MAIL THIS COUPON | 


this complete guide, 


OW TO BUILD GARDEN gee a. ; With th 


STRUCTURES. Henry B. Aul, 
Step-by-step illustrated di- 
rections show the amateur 
how to build grills. walls, 
fireplaces, arbors, pools, 
etc. 200 plans and 


a garden of wild flowers is 

— to grow! ~~ cite 
spraying, or fert 

Ag ey and — of 


Tissctreted. Bok on Bss 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB 

Dept. 3-FG, Garden City, New York 

Please enroll me as a member. Send me at once, $, Bonet OOH the two 

books checked below—and bill me ONLY $2 | 
All About African Violets Magic World of Flower baa 

ee raat 


designs. 
ed. $3.50 


What's New in Gardening 
Wild Flowers for Your Garden 


Also send me my first issue of Garden Bulletin, ats me about 
the new forthcoming Garden Book Club selections. I may notify 
ou in advance if I do not wish the following month's selection. 
am not obligated to accept more than 4 books in 24 months of 
membership. I pay nothing except the price of each selection I 
accept (club pays )}—and, with every fourth selection, I 
am to receive your current Bonus Book. | 
NO-RISK GUARANTEE: If not delighted, return both 
books in 7 days and membership will be cancelled. 
Mr. Please | 
Mrs. Print | 


"| 
| 


COMPLETE BOOK OF 
SULBS—F. F. Rock- 
well & Esther Gray- 
son. Two sapere tell 


you everything about 
planning, plantin 
and culture of 1 
species, Sage’ and 
tender. 118 otos, 
31 in color! Pub. 
ed, $5.95 





Miss 
Address 


e 
any State | 








a price an yo higher in Canada. Address American Garden Guild 
(Canada), 105 Bond St., Toronto 2, Ont. Offer good in U. S&S. & Canada onty. 
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Two word formula for Lawn Beauty... [| 
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PLANT FOOD OF 
AMERICA’S GARDENERS 


AGRICO is America’s leading fertilizer 
for many a good reason. It is the perfect 
combination of natural organic and 
inorganic nutrients that insure you 
a greener lawn, healthier shrubs and 
trees. Trust AGRICO FOR LAWNS, 
TREES & SHRUBS now... for beauty 
you’ll thrill to ten days later. , 


Prefer a 50% Natural Organic Product? 
Try the Golf Course Favorite — 
AGRICO FOR TURF 


IT PAYS TO USE THE RIGHT AGRICO FERTILIZER 
FOR EACH PLANT FEEDING JOB 


Y AGRICO FOR GARDENS 
Vital nutrients for your flowers 
and vegetables. 

V AGRICO ROSE FOOD 
Formulated to make your roses 
produce their very best. 

Y AGRICO BULB FOOD 
Supplies vital el its including 
necessary potash. 

Y AGRICO FOR BROADLEAF 
EVERGREENS 
For acid-loving plants — feeds 
right, maintains soil acidity. 

y AGRINITE 
100% natural organic nitrogen 
fertilizer — use anytime. 





AGRICO is used by 
leading golf and 
country clubs, schools, 
colleges, parks, 
industrial plants and 
institutions everywhere. 


Seccccsseceseceesesseeees 


Made only by 
The AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL CO., New York 7, N. Y. 
30 factories in the U. S., Canada and Cuba 
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Readers’ Ideas 


FLOWER GROWER 
CONTENTS PAGES 
from Miss Dora Cook, Kan. 


For easy reference, and to save your- 
self endless searching for a_ specific 
article, remove the contents page of each 
copy of FLOWER GROwER and file in a 
loose-leaf notebook. FLOWER GROWER’s 
articles will be at your finger tips! 


SAVE YOUR SWEET CORN 
from Mrs. W. L. Austin, Ark. 

For several years the birds have dug 
up all our sweet corn as soon as it has 
reached a height of an inch or two. We 
tried all sorts of things, but nothing 
helped until we placed rabbit wire fiat on 
the ground over the rows as soon as the 
corn began to come up. It worked! We 
remove the wire when the corn is 4 or 5 
inches high. This idea has worked per- 
fectly for us for several years. 


FOR SHORT FLOWER STEMS 
from Mrs. Willard Teague, N. C. 

When you are making an arrangement, 
if you find that some of the flower stems 
are too short, slip them into paper drink- 
ing straws and adjust to the desired 
length. 


SQUIRREL FEEDING STATION 
from Robert Clinton, Va. 

A friendly, chattering squirrel in the 
garden is more likely to remain through 
the winter months if a feeding station is 
placed on a garden tree. The one pic- 
tured here is simple to make. A board 


Squirrels eating grains of corn which 
have been placed on a feeding station. 


the size of a large book is about right. 
Support it with a right-angle triangle cut 
from heavier material. Assemble the two 
pieces, stain and nail to tree. A few 
kernels of corn, a slice of apple or a 
piece of carrot each day will soon make 
the squirrel a friend of the family’s. The 
juniors in the family will especially enjoy 
taking care of the squirrels. And the 
birds’ feeding stations will be left in peace 
if the squirrels have one of their own.® 
[See Readers Ideas box on page 110) 
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NOWES A Breathtaking Miracle of Beauty For Your Garden 
STERN’S LIFETIME FVERBLOOMING SUB-ZERO 


FOUNTAIN TREE ROSES 


: GUARANTEED TO BLOOM 












What an eye-opening vision of beauty is our exclusive 
new FOUNTAIN TREE ROSE! So rare that unless you've 
visited Europe’s finest exhibition gardens you’ve gre! 
mever seen one before! So spectacularly lovely, they'll 
astound your friends—amaze every passerby—make your 
place the envy of your whole neighborhood! 


GRACEFUL CASCADES OF ROSES SPRING TILL LATE FALL! 


Our unique new FOUNTAIN TREE ROSE is the glor- 
ious result of DOUBLE-BUDDING our amazing new 
SUB-ZERO PILLAR ROSES on sturdy three-foot stems. 
At first the Fountain Tree Rose develops like our re 

Tree Rose, with lush foliage, big colorful blooms. As 
| growth continues, the canes bend gracefully earthward, 
like a willow, till they actually reach the ground! Imagine 
these flower-filled sprays, forming a living fountain of 
roses, glorifying your landscape all summer long. Plant 
now for guaranteed bloom this very spring! 


GUARANTEED TO BLOOM IN 60 TO 90 DAYS 


They start blooming early—bloom abundantly all season— 
even during summer drought! Go on blooming continu- 
ously to late fall—often till early snow falls. Increase in 
size and beauty year after year—continuing their amazing 


Plant Anywhere for Floral Fountains 


of Everblooming Rose Glory! display. 
Highlight your entire landscaping plan with a few of these ue 
specimens, Watch the amazed glances of your neighbors we bane they HARDY, VIGOROUS, EASY TO GROW 


burst into bloom—their graceful willow-like sprays covered with 
hundreds of dazzling big roses! Plant in front of a picture window, 
and enjoy their loveliness indoors and outside! 


HAVE FOUNTAIN TREE ROSES IN THREE GLORIOUS COLORS 


VIRTUALLY FREE FROM DISEASE 


So hardy and vigorous they laugh at conditions that 
would kill their weaker cousins. Need almost no spraying 
or dusting. Even highly resistant to Black spot, age-old 


PINK 
8407A —A “Floral 
Fountain” of large 
double pink flowers 
that bloom in seem- 
ingly endless profu- 
sion! 


YELLOW 
8409A — Abundant, 
continuous “Water- 
fall” of lovely flowers, 
with all the size and 
beauty of fine Tea 
Roses! 


8408A — “Showers 
and showers” of de- 
lightful cherry-red 
fully double roses, in 
continual bloom till 
late fall! 


STERN’S SUPER GRADE No. 1 PLANTS 
GUARANTEED TO BLOOM THIS VERY SPRING 


otherwise receive free replacement or your money back in full. 
Complete planting instructions with your order. 


Each *10 


3 for °25 


6 for *45 


10 for *75 


All Prices Postpaid—Send Check or Money Order Now 


.Stern's Nurseries 


ARBOR G, GENEVA, NEW YORK 
Specialists In Rare And Choice Trees, Plants & Flowers 
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enemy of roses! 





aie LIMITED SUPPLY — MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! sleaks 


| Stern’s Nurseries, Arbor G, Geneva, New York 


I Please send postpaid, at proper planting time in my section, | 
| your unique, guaranteed Fountain Tree Roses as indicated | 
| below: 

| Pink (8407A) —__Yellow (8409A) ___Red (84084) ! 
j 0 each $10 ( 3 for $25 (1) 6 for $45 OJ 10 for $75 4 














Check or Money Order enclosed for total price: $__ 
j Name. 

Address. 

City. Zone State 
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TANGLEFOOT 
‘ PRODUCTS 


; “ere ~) TREE TANGLEFOOT 

Band trees and vines to 
protect against destructive 
_ Canker worm and other crawl- 


i 
Come to = Ying pests 
Williamsburg! BANDS TREES and VINES 


Dear Editor: 

I just want to pass along the feeling 
of one who has never traveled a great 
deal but has enjoyed the Williamsburg 
Symposium two years. With a bit of 
skepticism I started for the Symposium, 
leaving banks of snow at home. As we ie 
approached Virginia we began to see 
ete lawns and trees in bud, day-lilies The TANGLEFOOT COMPANY 
pushing up through the ground, daffodils 
and crocuses in full bloom. Yes, there 4 STRAITS HT A YY 
will be gardens in bloom in Williamsburg. GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
I think I have sold myself on going for 
a third year—Mrs. R. White, Glens 


Time 


Lawn Beauly 


The Oniy Spreader 
That Takes The Guesswork 


Out of Lawn Care 
4 PATENTED FEATURES 
e Rate Control Dial 
e Cam Action Agitator 
e Control Handle 
e@ Removable Shutter 


Readers’ 
Own Corner 


TANGLEFOOT ; ink 
TREE PAINT i 


Protect pruning cuts and ¥ 
other injuries against . > 
weather and pests. Anti- | PAIN! 
septic ingredient. | : 

Patented 

Other patents 
Pending and 
applied for, 


Ww 





Available in 16”, 18”, 
24”, 36” Standard and 
36” Professional. 


Patented Agitator 
Guaranteed for 
Life of Spreader 


The agitator is the heart of Lawn Beauty. 
it consists of incividual discs with wings 
mounted on a shaft. The wings force feed 
fertilizer and seed through the hopper 
openings more evenly and accurately than 
any other spreader . . . proven by tests. 


You have long dreamed of a practical 
“no guesswork” way to maintain a rich, 
healthy lawn. Lawn Beauty is the answer. 
The rate control dial can be set to the exact 
settings for more than 100 brand name ma- 
terials showr on the rate chart. 

For shut-off at the end of a row you 
merely turn the control handle—the shut- 
off is instant—no spreading at the turn 
around, no burned out spots. The patented 
shutter plate is easy to take off, easy to put 
on and especially easy to clean. 

You will appreciate the outstanding fea- 
tures when you buy and use a Lawn Beauty. 
See your garden supply dealer or write to us 
direct. 


APPLICATION GUIDE WITH EACH SPREADER 
Chart will show you where to set the dial 
for more than 100 brand name fertilizers, 
non-brand materials, seed mixtures and 
other lawn care materials that have been 
factory calibrated with Lawn Beauty and 
can be spread exactly at the rate required. 

— — 





SCHNEIDER METAL MANUFACTURING CO. 
1805-FG South 55th Avenue — Chicago 50, Ill. 
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Falls, N. Y. 





Garden Events 


Mar. 2-3, Florence, S. C.—Spring 
Camellia Show, Florence Camel- 
lia Society, National Guard Ar- 
mory. 

Mar. 12, Oroville, Calif.—Seventh 
Annual Camellia Show, The Mon- 
day Club of Oroville. 

Mar. 16-17, West Palm Beach, Fla. 
—Twenty-sixth Annual Flower 
Show, West Palm Beach Federa- 
tion of Garden Clubs, West Palm 
Beach Armory. 

March 16-17, Omaha, Neb.—Omaha 
African Violet Club Show, Joslyn 
Museum. 

Mar. 17, Jacksonville, Fla.—Fifth 
Annual Orchid Show, Jacksonville 
Orchid Society, American National 
Bank. 

March 23-24, Utica, N. Y¥.—Utica 
African Violet Society Show, 
Hotel Hamilton. 

March 24-April 21, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
—63rd Annual Spring Flower 
Show, Phipps Conservatory; 
Schenley Park. 

March 25-27, Orange, N. J.—2\st 
Flower Show School of the Gar- 
den Club of New Jersey, 369 
Park Avenue. 

Mar. 28-31, Daytona Beach, Fla.— 
Sixteenth Annual Everybody’s 
Flower Show, The Council of 
Garden Clubs of the Halifax Dis- 
trict, Daytona Beach Armory. 

Mar. 30-31, Lawrence, Kansas— 
African Violet Show, The Law- 
rence African Violet Club, Com- 
munity Building. 

Mar. 30-31, St. Louis, Mo.—Fifth 
Annual African Violet Show, Met- 
ropolitan St. Louis Council of 
African Voilet Clubs, Missouri 
Botanical Garden. 


For other outstanding garden shows, 
see page 98. 





PLANTS 
winieet SEEDS! 


Propagate 10 beautiful shrubs and plants 
of 250 cuttings in eight weeks with amazing 
AIRWRAP. Sure results! No experience 
needed. Featured in Life, Popular Garden- 
ing, Flower Grower and other leading 
publications. A must for everyone who en- 
joys gardening. At leading Garden Supply 
Stores everywhere or send $1.95 plus 25¢ 
postage direct to 


AGRI-PLAST ssess"n0""""" 


Money Back Guarantee 














PHLOX TWINKLE, DWARF STAR 


HARRIS SEEDS 


Want A Different Flower Border? 
That you can raise from seeds sown outdoors in late May? 
That is in bloom from July until long after the first frost? 
That is a blend of the softest colors—shades of red, 
pink, salmon, rose, lavender, blue? 

That makes a sturdy, compact plant growth with flowers 
held well above the foliage? 


Then You Will Want To Plant Twinkle Phlox 
An All-America Award Winner for 1957 


Send for our FREE CATALOG 


In it you will see Twinkle Phiox illustrated in color, as 
well as many other new flowers and vegetables. 


Joseph Harris Co., Inc. 
57 Moreton Farm Rochester 11, N. Y. 


1957 CATALOG now ready 
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ser Gas wrainies Feed Plants 
Thru the BARK! 


Use RA*PID*GRO 
Now on Roses, 
Trees, Shrubs, Lawns 


Spark the vital flow of sap 
in winter-tired plants with an 
early-season spray of RA-PID- 
GRO. You’ll start roots, buds 
and foliage growing earlier, 
stronger and faster. You’ll see 
extra new growth on all trees, 
shrubs, roses, flowers, and a 
greener, weed-free lawn. 


Start Early 


For best results, begin to 
use RA-PID-GRO now, even be- 
fore the buds start to swell or 
leaves appear. RA» PID-GRO 
enters quickly right thru the 
bark, stems, twigs and buds; 

ives your plants a ‘“‘boost’’ 
just where they need it most. 


RA-PID-GRO pioneered Bark 
and Foliar Feeding—now being 
praised by scientists who made 
tests for the Atomic Energy 
Commission. 

So Easy to Use 
wed mix 1 tablespoon of 
RA-PID-GRO to each gallon of 
water. Then sprinkle or spray 


all over plants, soaking the 
buds, stems, branches and bark. 


; = , Most pest sprays can be 

& Py . . mixed with RA-PID-GRO. 
, sag , - Kill insects and feed plants 

all in one easy operation. 










Early Spring is the Time to Get Your Garden Off to a “‘Flying Start’ 


For Startling Results, Use RA*PID*GRO All Season 


RA-+PID-GRO, the Pioneer in Foliar Feeding, does the most Rood d B th 
for all plants. From African Violets to Zoysia Grass, RA*PID*GRO at 
feeds everything that grows. Especially prized for evergreens, roses, Green & White 
lawns. Its time-tested formula, 22 elements, trace elements, vitamins C , 
and hormones, feeds all parts of plants. Used continuously for 25 ana 
years by nurseries, parks, _ courses, florists, fruit growers, farm- Your 
ers. Bought by millions of home gardeners with never a complaint 


that it failed to produce complete satisfaction. Dealers 

Start using RA-PID-GRO right now...and continue using it every 
ten days or two weeks until frost. Have the most gorgeous, trouble- 
free garden you’ve ever known! 






RAcPID*GRO CORP., Dansville, N.Y. 





The Original Liquid Plant Food 
Get RA-PID-GRO from Your Garden Supply Store or Dealer 
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You can always find 
space for gladiolus 


by CAROLYN S. LANGDON 


FTER SEVERAL YEARS of enthusi- 
A astically growing gladiolus, we 

so often remember that first 
dozen—a chance buy that brought us 
an appreciation of the true wonder 
and beauty of an individual flower and 
led to the interesting contacts with 
hundreds of gladiolus fanciers and ex- 
perts. Commercial growers fully real- 
ize that the gladiolus hobbyist must be 
a beginner before he is even an ama- 
teur, and they are always ready to 
encourage him. 

When my husband first became a 
member of the state gladiolus society, 
he was often embarrassed by the ques- 
tion, “How many gladiolus do you 
raise?” His evasive reply, “Just a few,” 
was invariably pinned down by, “How 
many? Thousand? Two thousand?” 


H. M. SHERMAN, JR. 


This prize winning gladiolus Rosa (Flad) 
- is a beautiful shade of rosy red with a 
highlighted center. It will be avail- 
able this year after making its debut 
at the Central International Show in 
Madison, Wisconsin, last August. The 
flower heads are well proportioned and 
the open florets hold well when cut. 
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When he admitted owning about 
five hundred, his inquisitors were often 
shocked. However, he soon discovered 
that many enthusiasts had collected 
corms until their hobby had hecome 
such a burden that they had given up 
the flower completely. Long since, he 
has learned the satisfaction of growing 
a limited number of selected varieties 
well, and can laugh off the other of- 
ficers’ suggestions that he chop down 
the little dogwood grove to enlarge 
his gladiolus patch. 

A plot 15 by 15 feet, carefully laid 
out, can easily contain 500 corms plus 
a row of bulblets and a tiny seed bed. 
Ten by 11 feet will held 250; 20 by 22 
feet will produce 1000, as you wish. 
With a background on two sides of 
BRISTOL RuBy weigela and a fence (or 
perhaps you prefer roses), and ex- 
pansion limited on the other sides by 
a border of the new iris, you have 
space—and time—for a lovely littie 
garden. This way you can have your 
gladiolus and iris or day-lilies or what- 
ever plants you prefer. 

A small plot is enough to spade in 
the springtime when the flowering 
shrubs and other plants and gardening 
duties are demanding your attention. 
A day of devotion to gladiolus and 
your planting is done. 

The “how-to’s” for such a garden 
are simple. The location should be 
open and sunny and should have well- 
drained soil. The ground must be 
spaded deeply, 8 to 10 inches. (For 
the right tools for soil working, see 
page 000.) A good commercial fertil- 
izer, or an all-organic substitute will be 
recommended by your local dealer. 
Usually fertilizer is mixed with the 
soil in the bottom of the trench, with 
about 2 more inches of soil added so 
that the bulbs themselves do not come 
in contact with the fertilizer. If your 
soil is good, you may prefer to omit 
fertilizer at planting time in favor of 
side-dressing with a fertilizer about 
thirty days after planting. Some com- 
mercial growers do this in the belief 
that bulbs do not take on this nourish- 
ment until about forty days after being 
put into the ground. Recent controlled 
experiments have shown that excessive 
fertilizing of gladiolus can do more 
harm than too little. Spraying with 
liquid fertilizers also gives good results. 

Many growers give instructions for 
dipping or dusting corms before plant- 











NOW.... 


MARVELOUS NEW 
FERTL-CUBES——— 


USED IN ENGLAND BY THE MILLIONS— 
NOW U. S. GARDENERS SAY: 
“THEY'RE GREAT!" 


Gardeners in England use Fertl-Cubes 
by the millions—feel that nothing can 
surpass chem—nothing! For three years 
thousands of American gardeners in 
every state have been using them with 
such thrilling results we've received let- 
ter after letter like those reprinted here: 


"Started sweet peas in my first order of 
FERTL-CUBES .. . everyone B na yor 
by their rapid rowth . ater) my 
sweet pons ong eautifu: Wa F 

W. H. G., Cobleskill, N. Y. 


+ “‘PERTL- emus are great! ... Every 


seed grew... developed into a healthy 
plant... started to bloom.’ 
Mrs. M. B., San Francisco, Clif. 
"Every seed I planted in FERTL-CUBES 
came through 100%! FERTL-CUBES 
produced better plants, very strong and 
sturdy—and so easy fo. transplant !’’ 
E. A. W., Bovey, Minn. 
"I set out 20 tomato plants. This A.M. 
they're six inches bigh! It’s a great 
invention!’ 
M. W.T., Port Washington, N. Y. 
"*My sister-in-law in Milwaukee, Wis- . 
consin, tried your PERTL-CUBES and 
was so satisfied she told me...I used 
FERTL-CUBES myself with very good 
results!”’ O. R., Ingleside, Ill. 
"'l started my nasturtium seeds in 
FERTL- CUBES and they are the talk of 
the neighborbood!”’ 
Mrs. N., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
**All seed I planted in FERTL-CUBES 
germinated perfectly . .. transplanted 
without shock ... grew and were much 
healthier than seeds planted in the open 
ground,”’ V.C. S., West Roxbury, Mass. 
"Obtained wonderful results! ... used 
FERTL-CUBES on my bouse plants coo 
they bave very luxuriant foliage.’’ 
Mrs. V. M. R., Cleveland, Ohio 


Invaluable! ... save thinning and we 
can put each — just where we want 
it.’ Mrs. J. M., Conneaut, Ohio 
“Extremely well pleased with FERTL- 
CUBES ... raised 16 “beef-steak”’ 
tomato plants in them from seed, some- 
thing I bave never been able to do 
before.’’ Mrs. M. V. D., Mt. Ephraim, N. J. 
**FERTL-CUBES are terrific! gee nice, 
clean way to _ your seeds,’ 
Mrs. C. L., Riverside, Conn. 
"Had wonderful results with FERTL- 
CUBES ... never lost a plant in trans- 
planting!’ M. J., Austell, Georgia 
**More than pleased with results from 
my first trial with FERTL-CUBES! Have 
raved about them to my friends. Enclosed 
find check for much larger order.”’ 
E. D. A., Jamaica, L. 1., N.Y. 
"Tried 100 of the PERTL-CUBES and 
find them most convenient for sowing 
fine seed such as ~ yeas Please quote 
me a price + af 1,000 and for 5,000,’ 
& te P., Forest Station, Maine 
“Tried your FERTL-CUBES for the 
first time and met with great success! I 
am thoroughly sold on them as a start- 
ing and growing medium!”’ 
P. B. E., Wooster, Ohio 
‘Am Cubes repeat order. We like 
FERTL-CUBES very much. So easy to 
set the plants in the garden, my grand- 
son only 5 ey “- we aus them 
out!” Mrs. A hester, Pa. 
"For the first time re am using FERTL- 
CUBES to start my plants...am baving 
wonderful success... yar! tb ¢ hardest 
to start seeds ow for me 
Mrs, A. P. S., Selon, N. Dakota 


"Send me 2,000 FERTL-CUBES. Had 
great success with the cubes and will 
always use them!” H. B., Peekskill, N. Y. 
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Plant SEED with Confidence’ 


GARDEN AID DEVELOPED IN ENGLAND...AVAILABLE NOW IN U.S. 


FERTL-CUBES ASSURE | 
NO DAMPING OFF! 


Ever wandered through an English garden and marveled 
at the magnificent big flowers a abundant; luscious 
vegetables? Ever wondered how English gardeners get 
such superb results in growing plants right from seed? 
Now the secret is out! The secret is here! The secret is 
Fertl-Cubes — wonderful new growth aids for starting 
seeds indoors or planting outdoors—to bring you a garden 
more glorious than your happiest dreams. 


START SEEDS INDOORS NOW-—— 


TRANSPLANT LATER WITHOUT SETBACK 


Seeds planted in amaz ne ae & Se oie 
food and always have of now healthy root 
systems develop. You can 
out disturbance. There's no wilt, 
No lost plants due to soil diseases. No manure to handle. 
Siathing fale to chanel that’s dy we aun edhe ends Gh ead 
ing Guarantee. See box below, right. 











Flourishing Growth Faster! 


This year get a head start of weeks and months on your 
cucumbers, tomatoes, and other vegetables and flower 
seeds that cannot be planted outdoors till after all danger 
of frost is gone. Start them indoors, in Fertl-Cubes! See 
healthier, more vigorous growth fast! Have flourishing, 
early-blooming plants in your garden while others nearby 
still show only tiny sprouts! 


Piant Seeds Outdoors In Ferti-Cubes For Amazing Results! 


Seeds that require outdoor starting, produce better, big- 
get, more vigorous g if pod 0 in Fertl-Cubes, 
rather than enn ie the open ground. Use Fertl-Cubes for 
bean, pea, pum h, watermelon, corn and other 
vegetable, er on con ower seeds. You'll have vegetables, 
melons and flowers so much larger and more beautiful 
than your neighbors they'll be coming around in droves 
to gaze in amazement! You'll have such an abundant yield 
this year you'll be amazed yourself! 











results are guaranteed. 
PLANT SEEDS OF ANY 
SIZE iN FERTL- 
CUBES. They come in 
blocks of 20 which separate 
easily into individual 
cubes. For si 


(Fertl-Cubes 
shown 
actual size) 
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PLANTED IN FERTL-CUBES tT 


UNIVERSITY TESTS SHOW DRAMATIC PROOF 
OF FERTL-CUBES’ EFFECTIVENESS! 


The two groups of Earliana tomato seedlings above were started 


PLANTED IN GOOD GARDEN SOIL} 


at the same time, on September 9, 1956, and photographed — 
month later, on October 8, 1956. The Dept. of Botany, Drew Uni- 
versity, =— N. J. made the tests and took this unretouched 
ra 
Note vigor, size and perfect stand of the Fertl-Cube plants, as 
contrasted with the smaller, less vigorous, spotty stand in 
garden soil. Damping-off (a fungus disease common in soil) has 
token its toll of the seedlings to ther right. Damping-off cannot occur 
with Fertl-Cubes, because only clean, natural materials free from 
harmful organisms are used in their composition. 


End Fertilizer Waste—Save Money! 


Used for indoor and outdoor planting, Fertl-Cubes save many times 
their low cost during the season—save time, work and trouble! Unlike 
chemical nutrients that may be washed-away by rain before roots can 
reach and absorb them, Fertl-Cubes are ORGANIC—give lasting nu- 
tritive action, While chemical nutrients often subject plants to too much 
nitrogen at once, safe Fertl-Cubes release their vital nitrogen and other 
important food elements gradually—feed plants not just once, but all 
through the growing season, As roots grow right through them they are 
in the best tomy 2d pon nel to keep plants well nourished. Each plant 
has a “private f e” ready to deliver nutriment whenever 
eeded. You get won “my results every time! 


| USE AT OUR RISK! 
AMAZING MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 








otherwise given identical treatment. If not convinced plonts started 
are ot least 100% superior to the others. ask for money 
refund every gen paid far Gerthdadee temundinele, ett. 








For A Glorious ’57 Garden—Mail This Coupon Today! 
Bonny Things, Dept. 19, New Canaan, Conn. 
Please send me at once Ferti-Cubes in the quantity | indicate below, 


eee ee 40 cubes, plus perlite) 
Econ. Size Kit(s) {each with instructions, 120 cubes, plus 
perlite) @ $4.95 ppd. 

1 enclose cash, check or M.0. for totel: $_ 


1 understand that if | am not completely satisfied with results, my money 
will be refunded at once. 








on Oe oe oe ee ee 


WEEE =BONNY THINGS, Dept. 19, New Canaan, Conn. Once ms msc omen ese os Se 


=== SUPPLY LIMITED! === 
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GROW GLADS 


WRITE FOR 
FREE CATALOG 





KUNDERD GLADS 


are easy to grow! 


Every bulb has been inspected, is disease- 
free and guaranteed to please you! You 
don’t have to be an expert r to grow 
Kunderd glads, cnsuunaelly today. 


185 BEAUTIFUL VARIETIES 


These are new for 1957: be A Paree (563); 
Bright Chamouny Rose; Goldie (412); Deep 
Yellow; Tycoon (544); Geranium Pink. 
Dozens more available single or double 
florets. New “Exotic Hybrids” too. 





Free Cally Too! ; 
Kunderd Gladiolus Farms 
Dept. F-3, Goshen, Ind. 
o Setipred ta Hat or MO Ot 











BULBS postpaid. 
D Send new 1957 catalog. 
Name 
Address 
City State 











GLADIOLUS CATALOG 


Our new 57 catalog featuring the ALL AMERICA 
SELECTIONS for 56 and 57 in color. Also a 
hundred or more other varieties offered. Just a 


postal will bring a free copy. 
Prices are right—quality never excelled 


WEEKS GLADIOLUS GARDENS 


3132 N. River Rd. 


Salem, Oregon 





GLAD CATALOG... 
in full natural color 








ing to avoid disease and subsequent 
rotting. Because of the limited number 
of any one variety, we find it more 
practical to place one. variety at a 
time in a paper bag containing a little 
Arasan, shake the bag till the corms 
are covered with the pink dust, and 
plant at once. Others place the corms 
in the row and then dust with such 
preparations as Arasan or Spergon. 

To make the most of your space, 
plant double rows in plot-long trenches. 
Put the corms 3 to 6 inches deep, de- 
pending on the size, and about 4 inches 
apart. (When we want to keep a few 
large cormlets with the same variety 
of bulb on the chance that they may 
be ready to bloom, we cheat a bit on 
space and place them in the center 
of the row.) Replace most of the soil 
in the trench. Leave some. built up on 
the sides to be worked in during later 
cultivation as support for the growing 
plants. Repeat this process with an- 
other trench as close as possible. Then 
leave space for a little path, about a 
foot or a foot and a half wide, which 
you will need when you weed and 
culfivate. (A few narrow boards laid 
down on that path space for you to 
walk on as you work will prevent your 
sinking into the newly spaded and 
freshly raked earth.) Continue, re- 
peating two trenches side by side, then 
another path. 

The last row may contain the corm- 
lets of the best varieties saved from 
the previous year. That trench is very 
shallow, as the little corms are planted 
only about an inch below the surface. 
To hasten germination it’ is well to 
soak them in water over night before 
planting; or, a somewhat more labori- 
ous method, to crack the hard shells. 
We keep varieties separated by soaking 
each kind in a separate small glass jar. 
Cormlets must be given much more 
frequent watering than mature corms. 
Successive years’ blooms, obtained 
without cost to you, make it well 
worth your while, however. 

All rows are marked with a 12-inch 
gardening stake naming the variety 
and number planted. If you later be- 
come interested in crosses (variety 
originations of your own), only a 
small spot is needed for your seeds. 

For thrips control, the chief pest of 
gladiolus, dust with 5 percent DDT 
when the leaves reach 6 inches, re- 
peating every ten days to two weeks. 
We think that dusting early in the 
morning when the dew is still heavy is 
more effective than liquid spraying, 
since the dew acts as an agent to fix 
the dust. 

Gladiolus need frequent cultivation, 
bi-weekly thorough watering, and per- 
haps fertilizing during the growing 
period before bloom appears. Again 
referring to recent experimentation, it 
has been found that this fertilizing 





may produce better corms for the next 
season. Our solution to the watering 
problem on those humid days when 
we so much prefer to lounge on the 
porch is to attach the hose to three 5- 
foot sections of aluminum irrigating 
pipe sold under a trade name in most 
gardening stores. The same type of 
thing in rubber is also on the market. 
Then we sit back and watch our own 
fountain-like irrigation system. It is 
cool and refreshing for us, as well as 
for the gladiolus. 

Now comes the part of gladiolus 
raising which we most enjoy! Early 
each morning we cut the spikes that 
have one bloom open and put them in 
a vase on the breakfast table on the 
screened porch. Then, and again at 
dinner time, we marvel at their beauty, 
praise their merits, or mourn their 
faults. We keep careful record, of 
course. Of those we like best, we will 
save little corms to increase our stock; 
those varieties we like least may be dis- 
carded. Because we are adding newer 
and ever more outstanding introduc- 
tions each spring, this process of selec- 
tion is our delight; the discarding is 
the joy of my husband’s brother for 
he inherits those for which we no 
longer have room. 

So it has been that the lovely Mar- 
GARET BEATON gave way to the similar 
SALMON’s GLORY, slightly creamier, 
with the same carmine feather and an 
added faint suggestion of chartreuse at 
the throat. So the vigorous salmon- 
pink Picarpy was replaced by the even 
larger and deeper-toned Bic Top, that 
in turn is to be succeeded by needle- 
pointed, pale-pink OsTRICH FEATHER 
and the ruffled, creamy-pink HEaRT’s 
Desire. Or in our beloved “minis,” 
the little medium-dark-red RuBy is 
just holding favor against the tinier, 
clear-dark-red LirTLE KinGc.® 





Gladiolus winners 
introduced this year 


e THE WINNERS of the AIll- 
America Gladiolus Selections for 
1957 are the varieties MAYTIME 
and CARIBBEAN. They join the 
1956 selections APPLEBLOSSOM and 
Royat Stewart. All have been 
tested in various sections of the 
country and will be sold under the 
AAGS trademark. 

MAYTIME is a robust grower 
with eight to ten gracefully ruffled, 
deep, pure-pink florets with con- 
trasting large white throats. 

CARIBBEAN opens nine to eleven 
blue-violet florets, embellished with 
deep violet throats, in formal, 
double-row placement. It has ex- 
treme vigor, a rarity among so- 
called “blue” gladiolus. 
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When a company builds a new home office it frequently is asked what factors 
have been most prominent in its achievements. In our case we owe much of our steady 
progress to the enthusiasm of thousands of clients both past and present whose 
loyalty and friendship we value so highly and to the skill and ability of the 

men and women who have made up the Bartlett organization down through 

the years. We also take pride in the contribution made by our Research 
Laboratories. Their continued search for new and better ways to protect shade 

trees has resulted in many of today’s outstanding advances in tree hygiene and 
preservation. The years ahead, we are sure, will bring forth even greater 
achievements. We are looking ahead, planning ahead and working ahead so 

that we shall continue to give those who rely on us the very best in scientific 

shade tree care both today and tomorrow. 


Our new building is more than just a building to us. It is visible approval of the 
Bartlett Way—the scientific way. 


eee 


Home Office, Research Laboratories and Experimental Grounds, Bartlett School of Tree Surgery, Stamford, Conn. 
Local Offices from Maine to the Carolinas, and West to Indiana. 
See your Local Telephone Directory for Local Address. 











GET TWICE AS MUCH GARDENING PLEASURE ... AND 


YOU SAVE *1.00! 


When you subscribe to 2 years 
of friendly, helpful FLOWER 
GROWER, you save $i under 
reg. yearly rate of $3.50. 24 
exciting issues, only $6.00! 











presents 


Americas 


Most Beautiful 
Glad Catalogue 


features 
@ THE BEST NEW GLADS 
@ OVER 50 IN COLOR 
@ 39 LIVING PICTURES BY 
CARL STARKER 
@ MONEY SAVING OFFERS 
@ 56 EXCITING PAGES 


SEND 
NOW! 


Only 25¢ 


(50c deductible from 
first catalog order) 


Glads 


MAYTIME—fresh pure pink— 10-12 open 
at once. 

ROYAL STEWART —tall, formal, many- 
open red; grandchampion winner. 


BELELLeLeal 


ieihieegeed 


All America 


APPLEBLOSSOM—tall, early, sparkling 
white; appleblossom halo. 
CARIBBEAN—first ruffled blue; deeper 
throat, extremely fancy. 

; Please send me the following: 12 large bulbs for 
bulbs, Appleblossom 
bulbs, Caribbean 
(12 bulbs of one variety or 


bulbs, Maytime any combination of the 4 
bulbs, Royal Stewari varieties) 


...+. America’s Most Beautiful Glad Catalogue, 25¢ 
(Catalogue free with above order.) 


Name 


Address 








City ZONE........0000000 State 


NOWETA GARDENS 


Box FG-3, St. Charles, Minn. 
“WOME OF THE ALL-AMERICA’S, APPLEBLOSSOM, CARIBBEAN AND MAYTIME” 














Gardening 
in the shade 


HE SHADY GARDEN Can become an 
gi asset instead of a problem if you 

select plants that delight in shade. 
Some of the most interesting in form 
are found among the native woodland 
plants in habitats that men and ma- 
chines have not encroached upon. 
Many of these lovely plants are easy 
to grow, requiring only a shady loca- 
tion and a soil kept mellow with 
humus. Leaves chopped with a power 
mower and worked into the soil 
usually suffice. A light mulch should 
be applied. In regions where alkaline 
soils predominate it may be necessary 
to add an acidifying agent. A few 
particular favorites for the shady gar- 
den are discussed below. 

Two plants of shooting-star (Dode- 
catheon Meadia) have borne their 
cyclamen-shaped orchid flowers in our 
garden for over fifteen years. This 
beautiful native blooms in late April 
and May. There is also a white form. 

A particular favorite, Polemonium 
reptans has dainty fern-like foliage 
that is free from pests and lasts all 


HABRY ©. HEALY 


Trillium grandifiorum is one of the 
loveliest wildflowers for the garden. 


season. A full-grown plant is 12 to 16 
inches high and almost as broad. In 
early spring the little pale-blue bells 
are freely produced. The plant always 
has a neat appearance and is a delight 
in full or partial shade. 

On the shady side of a rock or 
building or along a shady hedge we 
watch the receding snow that signals 
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STOPS LAWN SEEDING . .. WEEDING . . . FEEDING 
READ THESE FACTS BEFORE YOU 


ORDER YOUR ZOYSIA GRASS 


Meyer Z-52 “Plug-in” Zoysia Grass is the Grass Perfected by U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 


PLANT AMAZOY PRE-CUT 
PLUGS IN EXISTING LAWN 
NEW GROUND, OR NURSERY AREA 


Turf Experts Recommend “Plug- 
in’”’ Planting Method Becavse— 


1. NO WASTE, NO SOD TO CUT, 
NO SEEDS. Amazoy comes only in’ 
plugs of fresh, green vigorous grass 
grown under —_ supervision especi- 
ally for transplanting. Plugs contain 
many more square inches of under- 
aeons root system ... reach you in 
tter condition .., don’t pull a Ka 
guarantee more rapid growth. Bu 
sprigs die easily, tes. are washed and 
own away, or eaten by birds, and 
when _ cut sod you damage the 
roots. Plug ——s ONLY is recom- 
mended by Agric. Research Service of 
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture for existing 
lawns. 
2. Just set plugs in ground 1 foot 
apart, checkerboard style. Easy-to- 
follow planting instructions with each 
order. 
3. Each plug takes root and spreads 
to cover planted area with thick, rich, 
beautiful turf. 
4. Amazoy root system grows so deep 
(2-3 feet down) that your lawn finds its 
own supply of sub-surface water! Stays 
green and beautiful ail summer long, 
— in severest heat, drought—in any 
soil! 
5. Permanent, perennial Amazoy turf 
costs less in the long run than any 
other. No annual upkeep. Provides 
endless supply of transplants yearly as 
desired. 


ONLY AMAZOY OFFERS THESE 
EXCLUSIVE ADVANTAGES 


There are various grades of Zoysia i 
Genuine Amazoy Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Fee 
the finest quality in existence, is grown only 
at Zoysia Farm Nurseries! And our thou- 
sands of satisfied customers have made us 
the world’s largest producers of this out- 
standing and beautiful lawn grass. 

Amazoy is warranted to be obtained di- 
rectly from original Zoysia PARENT 
STOCK a and released by U.S 
Dept. of Agriculture, and U.S Golf Assn 
as their outstanding lawn discovery. This 
is the original Meyer Z-52 Zoysia acclaimed 
by magazine editors, turf experts, etc. Ac- 
cept no substitute! 


EACH PLUG SUPPLIES 
50 TRANSPLANTS YEARLY 


Each Amazoy plug soon spreads to cover 
planted area solidly. You can then take 
up 20-25 plugs per sq. ft., twice-yearly, 
from planted area for transplanting. 

plant even in mid-summer heat! Plugged 
area soon grows over. Sell them—use them 
yourself—an endless supply yearly! 


DEPT. 408, ZOYSIA FARMS 


602 N. Howard Street, Baltimore 1, Md. 
333 N. Michigan Avenve, Chicago 1, Hil. 
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“Plug-In” Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass 
Hailed By Turf Experts And Editors 
of Leading Magazines 
NEWSWEEK: “With Meyer 




















2-52 Zoysia Grass... any 
wher can maintain a 
luxuriant lawn i i 





insect pests and diseases.” 








4) LOOK: |. laughs at crab- 
4.4 grass and turns its greenest 
in blistering sun.” 
FLOWER GROWER: « 
extremely winter-hardy . . 
can successfully compete 
with crabgrass for control 
of the lawn area.” 
Also praised by: Popular Gardening, Or- 
ganic Gardening, Consumer Reports, Har- 
pers, universities, agronomists, Arthur 
Godfrey on TV, ete. No other grass has 
ever won such wide-spread praise! 


Amazoy Patented 
STEP-ON PLUGGER 


Full size 


professional 
type plug- FREE! 
ger, devel- 
oped and | with larger orders 
atented 
y Amazoy. Not available else- 
where at any price! Saves bend- 
ing, time and work, planting or 
transplanting. Cuts away com- 
peting growth as it digs hole for 
plugs, giving fast, sure growth. 
er separately at $4.95 or 
yours free with larger orders. 


GROWS IN ANY SOIL—GUARANTEED! 
As you know there are different 
des of Zoysia Grass—some are in- 
erior. But there is only one original 
AMAZOY “Plug-In” Grass (not 
sold in , sod, sprigs, etc.) It is 
available by mail ONLY direct from 
Nursery Farm. Govt. tests, owners, 
etc. prove it grows well on HILLS, 
vents erosion. Grows in salt 
ches, sandy soil—even sub-soilt 
Avoid risk of lost labor and disa 
intment—order> AMAZOY 
AY. ANY PLUG FAILING TO 
GROW REPLACED FREE 


GENUINE AMAZOY COSTS LESS 
Each Amazo: reaches still rooted 
in its rich Lad cuales bauk ts aeaes 

, thicker, surer growth as recom- 


mended by Government No 
sod must cut yourself’ NO WASTE, 
Ne 














Your Amazoy Lawn will be the 
most beautiful and permanent in 
your neighborhood. Stays GREEN 
in hottest weather, despite water 
shortages—laughs at water bans. 
No brown or discolored patches— 
will not burn out. 
@ Never Needs Re-Seeding. Ends seeding expense and 
seed waste forever! Won't Winter Kill 
@ Resists Fungus, insects, disease and blight 
@ Chokes Out Crabgrass, Weeds & Old Grass —ends need 
for weed killers 
@ Grows Lower—Cuts Mowing By Two-Thirds 
@ Plonted in U.S. Air Bases, Post Office Grounds, Golf 
Courses, Race Tracks, etc. 


Genuine Amazoy Zoysia Grass is the revolutionary 
lawn grass so deep-rooted it goes weeks and stays 
beautiful without watering, whether due to water 
bans or just because you're away on vacation. 


Thousands of delighted owners have found it 
stays green and utiful through blistering 
summer heat and drought; yet does not winter 
kill. (Has survived temperatures 30° below zero.) 
Plugs Pannen ong a and below pont. sevtece 
even, gg ape wn im i to blight, dis- 
eases, etc. Its agressive, flourishing root runners 
drive out weeds, dandelions, crabgrass, old grass, 
etc. Even when other lawns burn out .. . or turn 
patchy, brown and ugly just when wanted most 

. - yours will be lush, green, lovely—the pride of 
your neighborhood! 


WORLD'S LARGEST GROWER 
SLASHES PRICES TO SPRING LOW! 


100 LARGE 100 LARGE 
PRE-CUT PLUGS PRE-CUT PLUGS 
and 
$5.20 nt, $8.70 
1000 LARGE 
PRE-CUT PLUGS PRE-CUT PLUGS 


ond $] 5-95 and $34-95 


ORDER NOW! CLIP COUPON 
Once Again, Demand May Exceed Supply. All Orders 
Shipped In Order Received 
PT. 408, ZOYSIA FARM NURSERIES 
602 N. Howard Street, Baltimore 1, Md. 
333 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, Illinois 
ship me the following order of AMAZOY: 
Plugs $5.20 [| 100 Plugs 
75¢ Hdig. & Shipping & Plogger $8.70 
Plus 75¢ Hdlg. & Shipping i 
C) 1000 Plugs | 
& Plugger $34.95 j 
F.0.B., Baltimore, Md. | 
| West of Miss. River, additional shipping charge of $1.50 | 
tenclose (_] check, (_] Money Order, 

















300 LARGE 





























DISTINCTIVE FLOWERS FOR SHADE 
Early Spring Flowering in April and May 
HARDY—FOR ROCK GARDENS, BORDERS, BEDS & SHADY SPOTS 

Low Growing Assortment— 
Dainty and gay—Height 6 to 10 inches 
Anemone Thalicroides—(Rue-Anemone) 


Asarum Canadensio—(Wild Ginger) 
ia— ‘s Breeches) 





roa ny Triloba—(Liverwort) 
Sanguinaria Canadensis—(Bloodroot) 
Viola Blanda—(Sweet White Violet) 
Viola Pedata—(Birds-Foot Violet) 

Viola Pubescens—(Downy Yellow Violet) 


Hepatica—(Hepatica triloba) 1 each or 8 plants for $2.00 
5 each or 40 plants for $9.00 


Tall Growing Assortment— 

A unique selection—Height 16 to 30 inches 
Arisaema triphyllum (Jack-in-Pulpit) 

(Wild Columbine) 

Geranium Macuiatum (Cranesbill) 

Mertensia Virginica (Bive-bells) 

Phiox Divaricata (Sweet William) 

Polemonium reptans (Jacob’s-Ladder) 

Polygonatum Biflorum (Solomon's Seal) 

Uvularia Grandifiora (Bellwort) 


1 each or 8&8 plants for $2.00 
5 each or 40 plants for $9.00 





Solomon's Seal—(Polygonatum biflorum) 


Spectacular Ladyslippers— 
or Hardy Orchids you can grow 
in those shady nooks—Height 10 to 16 inches 
Cypripedium Acaule—(Pink Lady Slipper) 
Cypripedium Pubescens—(Yellow Lady Slipper) 
Cypripedium Spectabile—(Showy Lady Slipper) 
‘ 1 each or any 3 plants for $1.75 
Showy Ladyslipper—(Cypripedium Spectabile) 5 each or 15 plants for $8.00 
Write for our free color catalog. Over 200 varieties of wild flowers, ferns and hardy perennials, 
with a good description of each. Many are pictured. All orders are postpaid. 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS »-c. 50x 125, oaxrorp, nunois 














THIS SPRING 


Don’t Use Soggy Wood Flats! 


Enjoy the Gardening Hit of the Year 


Perma-Nest xo ausrPlant Trays 


WONDERFUL NEW apm toke gy gy 78 PLASTIC. One 
Perma-Nest outlasts 10 wood eakproof-controlled 
drainage easily inserted. HEAL THIEST GERMINATION— 
ecrystal-hard surfaces never harbor bacteria, never absorb 
moisture. Carry 50 at a time. 6 sizes to fill every need, 
Many year ‘round uses. Favored by the experts—many 
repeat orders. Endorsed by 6 leading garden maga- 
zines. Tested and purchased by over 75 gov't and uni- 
versity botanies. 

US Gov't, DC, Brooklyn Bot, NYC Public Schools, Hare 
vard, Smith, Wellesley, Mt Holyoke, Vassar, Mass, 
U of Virg, Md, J. Hopkins, N&S Wak 7* Ohio, Penn, 
Syracuse, Pitt, Indiana, Mich, Kansas, Mich 
State, Utah, N&S Dakota, Calif, wasn ane many others, 


See How They Nest 


SIX SIZES—GREY OR LIGHT GREEN 


8x12x234” 8x8x23/4” 4x8x23/44" 


22x11x23%4" 
2 for $3.50 « 4 for 36.75 3 fer $1.65 @ 6 for $2.95 3 for $1.45 « 6 for $2.50 Gfor$1.45 ¢ 12 for$2.50 
6 for $9.25 12 for $5.50 12 for $4.75 24 for $4.75 
COMBINATION OFFER—ONE OF EACH 4 SIZES ABOVE—$2.95. 
Graceful Long Planter—18x6x3 /2“"—Red, grey, yellow, light green—$1.50 ea. 3 for $4.00 
wie rere Deep Planter & Bulb Pan—13x15x334" deep—Grey or Light Green—$2.50 ea. 
r $6.75. 


MOISTRITE WICK-FED SEED STARTER CRYSTALLITE 
nae See ae _ a 





Supplies consistent moisture to seedlings, slips and 
plants. Eliminates washing seedlings away. Develops 
strong roots because they reach down to tap the wick- 
fed source. Fibre-Glass wicks never clog or rot, 
Watch your seedlings thrive right in your own living 
—, Complete MoistRite as pictured with brass 

tand, 2 pint reservoir, wicks installed and 2 ft x 1 ft 
x3” tray—$4.25. 


Fluorescent Light Stand on 15” alum. 


2 x2’ x 18” 


PLEASE ADD 10 TO ALL ORDERS FOR PKG & 
POSTAGE. ALL ITEMS FULLY GUARANTEED. GAR- 


ANSWERED. G 
2211W, ANN ARBOR, MICH 


14 


for light—$9.95s. 


Provides ideal humidity and watering control for 
sensitive seedling and plants. Wonderful for Af. 
cellent sunshine for the MoistRite Kitt Ge.8e. Violets, Orchids, Tubers, etc. A sparkling beauty 
that provides an enjoyable hobby all year ‘round. 
Fluorescent Light and Automatic Timer optional ac- 

cessories. Complete greenhouse as pictured—$13.95. 
Srep. ‘ane ERS SUPPLY. OEIPANY. Darr, Fluor. Light—$8.95. Automatic Daily Repeat Timer 





the appearance of the tender, succu- 
lent, ferny leaves of Dutchman’s 
breeches (Dicentra cucullaria). Before 
the trees have leaves large enough for 
shade, these lovely plants have raised 
their foot-high, fleshy, pink stems 
which are hung with twelve or more 
flowers that look like white pantaloons 
hung out to dry. 

The lacy beauty of ferns quite com- 
pensates for their lack of flowers. 
They are just right for the north foun- 
dation planting where low plants are 


PHOTOGRAPH BY ROBERT EVERS, COURTESY 
FIELD MUSEUM OF NATUKAL HISTORY, CHICAGO 


Dutchman’s breeches has an airy grace 
with its yellow tipped white flowers. 


CENEREUX 


Double bloodroot is treasured by col- 
lectors as it is quite rare in the wild. 


needed, or for the wild garden. They 
are perfect companions for baneberries 
(actea), solomons-seal (Polygonatum 
biflorum), bellwort (Uvularia grandi- 
flora), wild columbine (aquilegia), and 
the smilacinas. A clump of maiden- 
hair-fern (Adiantum pedatum) or 
crested wood-fern (Dryopteris cristata) 
against a rock, or the prim fronds of 
ebony spleenwort (Asplenium platy- 
neuron) growing from the crevices of a 
rock wall is a continual delight. Once 
established, they thrive for many years. 
Although most ferns like a fairly moist 
soil they tolerate the dry summers of 
the Midwest.—R. M. LOUNSBERRY 


FLOWER GROWER 





” g ROCKFORD, (@\_ cRIMSON 
Shumway 4 ittinots | | GLORY 
SENSATIONAL | HYBRID 


RED 

DOLLAR OFFERS 
EACH IS A REAL BARGAIN ROSE 
IN GARDEN VALUES Two year old, hardy everblooming 


Order direct from this page of outstanding offers. All popu- mir ieg Faghe a ~ oF deapedigy 
lar varieties of highest quality stock guaranteed to bloom across, fovely wax foliage. Most 


this year. Order today and save—supply. limited—no fragrant of all roses. 


C.0.D.'s. Any offer $1.00 postpaid, 4 offers for $3.75 $41.00 Each 


Big 1957 Catalog included. FREE. (Check coupon.) OFFER No. 22 


OTHER SPECIALTIES | #23 GLOXINIAS| BEGONIAS 
yo n 


Beautiful Camellia 


$1.00 Per Offer Postpaid | ameae eena bales cron socked. 


Offers Cannot be Broken a Rapid, and easy Pere | Ba ae 


to grow plants.| blooms, mix- 
Offer No. 26 REGALE LILIES -Large Magnificent, ed colors, all 
bulbs produce 6” long blooms, 4” velvety 3” to 4" [ top size im- 


flowers last for} ported bulbs. 
to 5” across. 5 bulbs for. .$1.00 Strong. hardy, peren- months. Can be} Easy to grow. 


nial plants. Will lanted out-] Id f can 
Offer No. 27 CALADIUM—Fancy bloom in your garden } Sr in warm - -f. fg 


leaved. Excellent border plants, Sa panes eb oa weather. Lovely} side planting. 


or attractive house plants. Mixed Separately labeled. mixed colors. 
Colors. 3 large bulbs... .$1.00 8 Plants $1.00 8 iz. $1.00 12 bulbs 41.00 
Offer No. 11 DAHLIAS—Ball Type OFFER No. 24 OFFER No. 16 OFFER No. 14 


mixed colors, all named varieties, 
not labeled. 6 tubers ... .$1.00 


Offer No. 17 AFRICAN VIOLET— 
Double Neptune, 212” Deep blue 
double flowers. Each 


1.00 
Offer No. 28 HOUSE PLANT SPE- ION MUMS 


CIAL—One Fuchsia Senorita, Ruby Mounds of gorgeous blooms this 


. year. Hardy, easy to grow 2 to 
Red. One Christmas Cactus plant 3 ft. across. One each, separately 


that grow lovely red flowers from labeled. Red, 
Christmas to Easter. Yellow, Bronze, 4 for $1.00 
White. OFFER No. 10 


Offer No. 31 RANUNCULUS — MINIATURE 3 GERANIUMS 


a + 
Popular, colorful perennial. Fine POT ROSE v “9 : poy et an - 
ing. ..$1.00 ; a offered. 
for cutting. 25 Bulbs for. .$ Double Everblooming « P| Plants from 3” pots. . . 4 to 6” ball shaped 
Offer No. 32 ANEMONES —Free Only 10 inches high #aie ee | «Blooms indoors in winter, pe 5m ye cg we 
blooming, ideal for bouquets, when fully grown. aga Sa ee ae rooted from 2%" pete. 
mixed colors, perennial. Blooms no bigger J ardy plants. Gorgeous im- Blooms until frost. 


25 bulbs for $ thanathimble.Make "Q*> mense flowers. Special offer. 
wonderful gifts. Cul- One Red and one Blue. 3 
Offer No. 33 CANNAS—New Pink ture included. | plants for 


Gen Ststatar “3480 _| pus aco caly*t.00 | 2 for *1.00| *1.00 


Offer No. 34 CARNATIONS — OFFER No. 37 OFFER No. 21 OFFER No. 25 
Giant Size. One each—Red, Pink, 


Horny pt mete org = BUY 4—S$1.00 OFFERS... PAY ONLY $3.75, POSTPAID 


beled. 4 plants for 

































































“RH. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN—Dept. 344, Rockford, Illinois 
Please send me offers checked. | enclose $ (No COD) 


1 ' 
| | 
! (C0 Send 4 offers check below for only $3.75 enclosed. | 
1 CD Ne. 10 C Ne. 16 C Ne. 24 CD Ne. 28 OC Ne. 34 ! 
! C Ne. 11 CO Ne. 17 C) No. 25 C) Ne. 31 OD No. 35 
CO Ne. 12 CO Ne. 21 CO Ne. 26 CO Ne. 32 0 Ne. 36 | 
i 0 No. 14 CD Ne. 22 O Ne. 27 CD Ne. 33 0 Ne. 37 | 
i ! 
1 I 
| I 
1 I 
i | 
1 i 
! 


Offer No. 12 LEMON PLANT — | 
Dwarf Everbearing. Unique House 
Plant that grows real edible fruit. 








Offer No. 35 HANGING BASKET 
BEGONIAS—tlarge bulbs. Hang- 
ing effect. 

3 bulbs (mixed colors)... .$1.00 


Offer No. 36 GLADIOLUS BULBS 
—Rainbow Mixture. Large bulbs. 
3” around, —1%”" in diameter 


40 bulbs 
Don’t Delay—Order Today! 


(0 Also check if you desire Free Catalog. 





NAME 





ADDRESS. 








CITY. STATE 
ALL OFFERS SENT POSTPAID PIONEER AMERICAN SEEDSMAN, SINCE 1870 
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ON FAMOUS “Wif/" QUALITY PLANTS— 


EASY-TO-GROW 


at Y bbe (HEMEROCALLIS) 


in a world of brave and subtle colorings— 
crimson, deep red, yellow, purple, tangerine, 
cream—to grace your garden with bloom 
from May till frost! 


0 AuGust ene yelioe, & set O DIFFERENT from the ordinary kind in Grandma’s yard that 
flushed red (reg .¢0) ey a S x lated! Th pee ‘ed. f 
(1) BARONET—Crimson-orange (reg .60) you’d hardly know they were related! These hardy, varied, free- 
C) GEORGE YELD—Big yellow blooms blooming Daylilies are the reward of years of careful work; their 
brushed red (reg .60 ‘ ‘ : 
C JUST MARY—Yellow petals, red veins kaleidoscope of colors and dainty petal shapes, ranging from 
(reg .60) true lily to glamorous orchid-like blooms, make them ideal for cut- 
0 MT. VERNON Lemon overcast ‘ ‘ ° 
coral-rose (reg .60) ting, for corsages and for pure enjoyment in your garden. And won- 
Oo =. ee Deep mahogany-red derful “Wild” Daylilies are amazingly easy to grow, and thrive in 
C RUSSELL’S MINUET—Rosy red, green sun or semi-shade. Planted early they’ll bloom this year, and will 
ee ee AM multiply and grow more lovely still through every year to come, 
offering banks of graceful blossoms with almost no care at all. 
Don’t miss this once-a-year opportunity to enjoy famous “Wild” 


C) SHADOW—Dark red (reg .60) 
() SUSAN—Rosy red, femon midrib 
Daylilies in YOUR garden for only half their regular price! 


Save ‘2 


“Choose Your Own” 
DAYLILY SELECTION 


Order as many as you like of the 
varieties you want for your garden, 
all reduced 2 from regular catalog 
price. Plants will be shipped at proper 
planting time for your area. 


Half Price till April 20th 























(reg .60) 
oO BROWN-EYED SUSAN—Golden 
yellow, brown eye (reg .75) 
oO 6 ce Deep fiery red 
r 
(C) PERSIAN PRINCESS—Velivet 
purple overflush (reg a 
Oo te — green throat 


() PURPLE FINCH--Briliiant red 





“SUPER SEVEN” 


DAYLILY COLLECTION 





(not purple) (reg .75) 
0 WAR PAM -Wide meohogany-red 
(reg .75) 





oO BERWYN—Bright carmine, yellow 
throat (reg 1.00) 





O BLACK CHERRY—Deep red-purple 
(7 





oO a ae tee lan red, yellow 





a BLACK i MILLS Block, red (reg 1.00 


) 
CAB a —— and yellow bicolor 





AMELEON 

0 CHAM a ya Mone -red, changes 
to pink (r 

0 ei MISS—Aureolin -yellow self 





Seven of our finest and most pop- 
ular varieties are included in this 
collection, offered at half price 
until April 20th. Order now! 
Black Falcon, near-black, 

yellow cup 
Cornell, crimson petal, 

yellow sepal 
Glory, very large clear 

yellow 
Griselle, evergreen, 

raspberry-rose 
Knighthood, rich 


THIS is a “Wild” Daylily 
as thippets large, sturdy, 
well-cared-for and healthy 
plants ready to take root 
and produce blooms in pro- 
fusion the first year; sure 
to thrive with a minimum 
of care. 


ee ab cat 


THIS Dayitly plant, a reject 
by “Wild” standards, is 
poorly developed ‘and 
sparse. It would require 
much attention in order to 
survive, and blooms the 
first year would be few and 
small. 


) 
oO DRAGONETTE Clear lovely red 


oO Purpit HAZE—Wine- purple, dark F pale lemon 
veins (r .00 : Pickwick, red and orange 
(1 QUEEN ote cimeen self, bi-color 
yellow throat 7 
oO SEMINOLE ned 





Mrs. B. F. Bonner, huge 





Our Famous “SELECT-AND-SAV E” 
DAYLILY COLLECTION 


: Eight lovely varieties of your choice from groups below 

Cotaleg price $10.00 (catalog value $7.20) PLUS régular $3.00 Kindly Light 
all for only $5 if you order now .. . you save 

[] Att SEVEN, than 50%! 


§ CHOOSE 2 from 6O¢ group: CHOOSE 2 from 75¢ group: 
labeled and prepaid i in O Goliath, targe deep yellow oO —— huge pale lemon- 














0 Linda, gold to buff tones 7 

+ De plus a plant of O Mary Stoker, red & yellow © Mary Guenther, carmine 
our selection, now only OC Mikade, erange, red bend red & yellow 

CHOOSE 3 from $1 group: 

Eric Junior, evergreen, red 


00) 
oO wig lemon, rose petals 


0 COLORADO a0 ee orange- 
yellow self (reg ischer, ri 
(1 EL MAGNIFICO_ Red, oron Seay Gacheat, voneey 
ed CHOOSE 1 from $1.50 group: 


brown blend P tr 

CO GARDEN LADY Pretty pink blend C] peng , ene od plus Kentucky Cardinal, rich O Heather Rose, evergreen, 
(reg indly Lig catalog nal r rosy pin 

oO RovAt —- splendid red $5 





0D Mrs. Hugh Johnson, satiny 
fiery red 


O Niazuma, brilliant fiery red 
0 Purpte Finch, brilliant red 





Se age > a, evergreen, red Oo ee le rich 


-50) 
O YELLOWSTONE ire, light yellow [7] ORDER ALL 16 DAYLILIES, plus 


oO CHARM DAU DAUGHTER Jonquil. & prepaid in U. S., only. 
yellow, large blooms (reg 2.00) 
oO DIstiNcTION.} ear {3 cream, 


CD RED TOP Brioh ro wos walt, whive 
midrib (reg 2.00) 
re ead jonquil- yellow flower 

















(Mark your selections right on these two pages, if you like; 
fill out coupon at right, mail pages and remittance to us.) 
oO ousre-A lovely, currant-red 


USE THIS HANDY ORDER COUPON ——}> 
oO PoTENTATE Pansy: purple self 


oO valiey ~~ arena rose, 
lavender cast (reg 5.00) 2.50 
TOTAL $ VY end 
[_] Varieties checked above. CHL 


Dept. FG-37, Sarcoxie, Missouri 


FLOWER GROWER 




















SPECIAL SPRING-PLANTING . . . “Choose Your Own” 
PEONY SELECTION 


e Take your pick of these wonderful 

4 varieties from our big catalog, now 
eornte reduced Y% from regular catalog 
prices! Shipment will be made at 


“The Queen of Perennials” for masses of glorious 
bloom year after year. .. . should bloom THIS 
SPRING if you plant early, thanks 
to special winter care! 


LLEN WILD SAYS, “Used to be that folks 

A planted peonies only in the fall and then 

waited several months to see them bloom. 

Now, thanks to our special cold storage house, we 

are able to keep our Peony roots in the ideal condition for taking 

a fast foot-hold when they are set out; this means that, with ‘Wild’ 
plants, early planting should produce gorgeous blooms this 

spring and every spring.” 


The pictures below clearly show the superior 

. > is quality of these Peony roots from the “Wilds” of 
Special Surpr ise Missouri. No wonder they’re so easy to care for, so 
PEONY COLLECTION productive of bloom, and such a constant source of 


: delight each spring! Order now and SAVE. 
Healthy full-sized 3 to 5 eye 


peony roots of true “Wild” 
quality, regularly sold at $1 each. 
These peonies are guaranteed as 
beautiful and productive as all 
“Wild” peonies are; they’re good 
enough to be named, but so 
similar to named varieties that 
we decided not to introduce them 
as new varieties. ... and now 


they're available at HALF tees a peri Wares. + ip sal 

is a i eony root, . 

PRICE! well-formed and sturdy 3 to able shipment “Wild” 

5 eye divisions, properly standards; demand 

Sinal Doub! r wer —_ . 

ingles ioubies, aps. oe to produce peon 

gies, u PS, plants po fine blooms wih but not the kind yeow an ever 

PINKS, REDS, WHITES the least amount of care. receive from us! 


aan ew -_ ee “Fabulous 5 for 5” Peony Collection 


Five distinctly different peonies—one each single, double, 
4 2. semi-double, Japanese and bomb type—in famous varieties 
Cj FOR 





that will start you off as a real “peony fancier” without the 
trouble of making your own selections . . . and at $2.50 less 
than their regular prices in our catalog! 


($4 value if named) Philippe Rivoire, fr. crimson double 
4. C. Legg, Large yellow-white bomb. 


Minnie Shaylor, white semi-double 
con 2 50 Nippon Beauty, deep red Japanese 
0 Cygnet, large pure white single 


($10 value if Lcaielly 





(] ALL FIVE, tabeled and prepaid in US., 
plus an extra plant of our choice, now only 


proper planting time. 





Half Price till April 20th 


( ANDY—D. medium to dark red; 
—. oducer of flowers 
reg 





) 
DEARBORN—D. brilliant dark red; 
1.00 





-00) 
oO a ORTEGAT—D. yn 4 
CO erowr adn crimson (reg 1 ) 


ER—D. very large massive 
blooms of light pink (reg aca 
oO onene—2. ° new shade, ~~ The 
or maybe very deep re r 
oO —_—- "good lilac-pink “ 





o GLEAN oF ¢ OF Cibo. exquisite gold 
and white combination (reg 1.00) 
0 as L. BURDEN —D. light rose-pink 





.00) 
0 LaDy Kaito. a lovely pink that 
is admired by all (reg 1.00) 
o miscniers fine late pink 





.00) 
0 me dues ¢ DESSERT—D. white 
wee — | 





rose-pink 
oO PRAIRIE KING 
purple 8, 


(C0 BLANCHE elie D. white 
yellow collar (reg 1. 

(C0 HENRY SASS—D + roe 
nate stems, (reg 


) 
i—J. at Fe ellow (reg 1.50)... 


LHLLTAN po gga lovely, delicate 
-pink, becoming white 


(reg 1. 
0 Louis” JOLIET—D. fine free 
er . non-fading deep red 








o queen c OF HAMBURG_—D . bright 
gleaming pink (reg 1. 50 
oO SUNMIST— white guards, 


staminodes (reg 
0 rau — my petaled white 





0 to Kali 6: large pure white 





CHARA. very dark red (reg 2.00) 





blush-white (reg 2.00) 
oO oe pleasing light pink 





(r 
0 mrs. “Suse yee yey ete 
brilliant dark red (reg 2.00) 


[-] Varieties checked above 











ORDER MUST BE MAILED BY APRIL 20 FOR THESE SPECIAL PRICES! 


It’s Easy 


to Order— & Gilbert H Wild & Son 


To order complete collections, 


just fill in coupon and mail to “Choose Your Own’’ Daylilies Please aapd plants checked in time for spring planting. I 


us with payment. To order (0 Varieties checked, totalling 





eck 
selections where you want CO “Super Seven’ Daylilies $5.00 in full payment. (Please check totals carefully before for- 





Dept. FG-37, Sarcoxie, Mo. 


Money Order for 





certain varieties, either list “Select & Save’ Daylilies wardiag your orden.) 


them on a separate piece of 0 9 Daylilies, only $5.00 NAME 





paper or mark them here and O ee aol Gomme” .@ Suiiten RFD OR 





send oe complete pope 0 4 Peonies for only $2.00 
us with your remittance a D 10 Peonies for only $4.50 


the filled-in coupon. 0 “Ss for 5” Peonies Se eR 
“Choose Y 


Meng ng RN —————_s FREE FULL COLOR CATALOG sent with 


here ["] and enclose 25¢ 


ORDERS OF $5 OR MORE; for TOTAL $ 


additional to cover postage C.0.D.’s, please.) pictures and helpful information. 


and handling costs. 


MARCH 1957 


= ro -—, ——. < check 
WE PREPAY POSTAGE ON 0) Varieties checked, totalling ———___ with paid cotaeg order, This big beautiful Gia ae onan: 

worth twice the price we ask, is full of the finest varieties of 
smaller orders, enclose 50¢ (This is amount you should remit with order. No PEONIES, IRIS, DAYLILIES; packed with bargain offers, color 


ee 
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GARDENER AND HIS TOOLS are sel- 
A dom parted. For this reason, our 
March issue—the big spring gar- 
dening month—has placed the emphasis 
on tools. A successful gardener knows 
which ones to buy and how to use them. 
A beginning gardener can learn a lot 
about tools from the article on page 111 
by our Tools and Equipment Editor. 
We recommend, however, that you give 
a thought to the most important tools any 
gardener can possess: books. Without 
the proper knowledge, one gardens in 
doubt. Due to the enthusiasm our read- 
ers have expressed over the excellent 
current gardening literature, we have de- 
cided to get a jump ahead by finding 
out just what is in store for us in the 
spring harvest of books. These are the 
newest of the new—some, as a matter 
of fact, are not*yet out. But your garden- 
book publishers have given us sneak 
previews of some of the outstanding titles 
to come. We pass them on to you for 
early browsing. 


ROSES FOR PLEASURE by Richard 
Thomson and Helen Van Pelt Wilson. 
224 pages. Illus. $5.95. March. Van 
Nostrand—Written by two internationally 
known rose authorities, who are also en- 
thusiastic home gardeners, this book 
answers every possible question about 
selecting, growing, using and enjoying 
roses. Here are excellent descriptive lists, 
based on the authors’ extensive experi- 
ence; step-by-step directions for planting 
and caring for your roses; ideas for at- 
tractive effects in your garden; informa- 
tion on propagation and hybridizing; and 
instructions on exhibiting and judging. 
It also contains information on the 
American Rose Society. 


DECORATING WITH PODS AND 
CONES by Eleanor Van Rensselaer. 
160 pages. Illus. About $4.95. March. 
Van Nostrand—tThis is a simple, inex- 
pensive hobby, using natural materials 
at hand everywhere, for home decorators, 
gardeners and craftsmen of many kinds. 
Detailed directions and numerous illus- 
trations show how to make decorative 
trees, centerpieces, corsages, place cards, 
etc. Instructions for collecting pods, 
seeds, berries and other natural materi- 
als, with identification of hundreds of 
varieties, are included. 


TAYLOR’S GARDEN GUIDE by 
Norman Taylor. 512 pages. Illus. About 
$4.50. May. Van Nostrand—aAll the in- 
formation needed to plan an attractive 
garden setting for your home, including 
practical ideas for year-round bloom, 
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beet, 


color, fragrance, herbs and fruit, to bring 
lasting enjoyment. (Includes The Perma- 
nent Garden, The Everblooming Garden, 
Color in the Garden, Fragrance in the 
Garden, Herbs in the Garden and Fruit 
in the Garden.) 


THE LITTLE BULBS by Elizabeth 
Lawrence. Illus. $4.00. Coming in May 
from. Criterion Books—Miss Lawrence’s 
contribution to the spring harvest of good 
gardening books covers a subject that is 
dear to the hearts of gardeners the world 
over. Based on her gardening experience 
in North Carolina, it not only contains 
a wealth of information on the subject of 
little bulbs, but is written in a style that 
will interest and entertain even non- 
gardeners. Her love of gardening is 
quite contagious. 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF GAR- 
DEN AND OUTDOOR LIGHTING by 
Bernard Gladstone. 144 pages. Illus. 
with 35 photographs and 30 drawings. 
$2.95. Already published. Hearthside— 
This book shows how to light patios, ter- 
races, driveways, walks, doorways and 
flower beds for year-round beauty and 
safety. Covers wiring fixtures, equipment 
(how to build your own), accessories, 
handling insects, and maintenance. Con- 
tains a full section on Christmas lighting! 


HOW TO MAKE CONTAINERS 
AND ACCESSORIES FOR FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENTS by Jean B. Amer 
and Alma L. Gray. Illus. with 75 draw- 
ings, 59 photos. $3.50. Coming in 
March from Hearthside Press—Garden- 
ers who prefer to have even their con- 
tainers and accessories strictly original 
can now express themselves to their 
hearts’ content. This is a good book to 
have on hand for the special holiday 
occasions, too. Each make-it-yourself 
project includes detailed instructions and 
illustrations. The authors tell you how to 
make stunning planters and ornaments 
from driftwood, shells, cones, plywood, 
papier mache, clay, foil, tin, old records, 
bottles—in other words, when you give 
your attic its annual spring cleaning, save 
everything that looks interesting. You 
can be creative on those rainy days when 
gardening is out of the question. Chap- 
ters on the use of living accessories and 
edible containers will also hold your 
interest. 


YOUR OWN BOOK OF NATURE 
AND. GARDEN FUN by Ernestine S. 
Coffey and Dorothy F. Minton. Illus. 
with 65 drawings. $1.75. March. 
Hearthside—In order that you may enjoy 
the book mentioned previously, without 


by PEGGY JACKSON PETERMANN 


of 


the rainy-day bedlam that youngsters can 
create, the same publisher has taken care 
of the young fry who range from age 7 to 
age 14. This is their own how-to- book 
—how to make holiday decorations, 
plant a garden, collect and identify leaves, 
make window-sill gardens, make gourd 
bird houses and bird feeders, surprise 
mother with a Mother’s Day gift, and 
accomplish many more interesting feats. 
Highly entertaining for youngsters and 
tremendously relaxing for their parents, 
this book is truly a must. 


A LEADER’S GUIDE TO NATURE 
AND GARDEN FUN by Ernestine S. 
Coffey and Dorothy F. Minton. Illus. 
with 65 drawings. March. $2.75. 
Hearthside—This is a book that teachers, 
club leaders, librarians, parents, and 
anyone who works with children will 
appreciate. It tells how to teach horti- 
culture, conservation, flower arranging, 
flower-show practice, bird and insect lore 
and allied nature subjects. It even gives 
sample meetings and programs for the 
youngsters. 


BENEATH THE GREENHOUSE 
ROOF by Charles H. Potter. lus. with 
charts, diagrams and photographs. $4.95. 
May. Criterion—This is a complete 
handbook for the gardener who has 
always wanted to try his hand at growing 
things under glass. It tells how to con- 
struct a greenhouse, select equipment 
(gives costs) and propagate (including 
mist propagation and hydroponics). 
There are separate chapters on cut flow- 
ers, potted plants, orchids, roses, bulbs, 
exotics, perennials and shrubs, cacti and 
succulents, foliage and novelty plants, 
and fruits and vegetables. 

FLOWERS FOR YOU by Dods Bebb. 
Ilius. with 17 large color plates and 36 
black and whites. March. $7.50. 
Hearthside—The color plates and black 
and whites show floral materials used 
lavishly and on a broad canvas, with 
draperies and ornaments often playing 
the key role. Contemporary designs re- 
flect strong Japanese influence. 
CHRISTMAS TREES FOR PLEASURE 
AND PROFIT by A. G. Chapman and 
R. D. Wray. Fully illus. $3.75. Already 
published. Rutgers University Press— 
A new title gives the gardener who has 
a yen to try his hand at starting and 
maintaining a Christmas tree garden as a 
hobby or a business venture the easy-to- 
follow directions for proceeding. In 
order to launch beginners properly, the 
book dwells heavily on the first steps in 
preparing a plantation. Subjects covered: 
finding suitable land, selecting the species, 





pring 


preparing the ground, how to find plant- 
ing stock, and laying out the plantation. 
Special problems and techniques of large 
commercial tree farms are discussed, too, 
though the book is primarily for the 
small, individually operated plantation. 


BOTANY FOR GARDENERS by 
Harold William Rickett, 248 pages. Mlus. 
$4.50. May. Macmillan—Nontechnical 
explanations of the botanical principles 
behind all sound gardening practices. 


READING THE LANDSCAPE by 
May Theilgaard Watts. 280 pages. Illus. 
$4.50. May. Macmillan—aA lively intro- 
duction to ecology, newest of the natural 
sciences, relating plants to their environ- 
ment. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS, GLOXINIAS, 
AND THEIR RELATIVES by Harold E. 
Moore, Jr. 320 pages. Tus. $10.00. 
June. Macmillan—aA detailed study of 
the popular gesneriad family, with de- 
scriptions and cultural directions for 
more than 100 species. Every species il- 


lustrated in drawings and color plates by 
Marion Ruff Sheehan. 


AMARYLLIS MANUAL by Hamilton 
P. Traub. 320 pages. Illus. $6.50. June. 
Macmillan—A complete book on the cul- 
ture, uses and history of amaryllis. Tech- 
nical appendices. 


THE LAND CALLED ME by Sir E. 
John Russell. 286 pages. Import. Illus. 
$5.75. Recently published. Macmillan 
—tThis is an autobiography of one of the 
world’s great agricultural experts, a man 
who devoted his life to the advancement 
of the agricultural sciences. 


TREE CARE by John Haller. 240 
pages. Illus. April. $5.50. Macmillan 
—A practical, easy-to-follow guide to the 
care and protection of trees, written espe- 
cially for the homeowner, but useful also 
to the professional arborist. 


CITRUS FRUITS by H. Harold Hume. 
561 pages. Illus. March. $12.50. Mac- 
millan—An up-to-date revision of The 
Culture of Citrus Fruits. New material: 
nutritional foliage sprays and the culture 
of citrus in gardens and pots. Many new 
photographs, line drawings and charts. 


AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ANNUAL 
AND BIENNIAL GARDEN PLANTS 
by Charles O. Booth. I[lus. $12.50. 
February. Macmillan—A detailed guide 
to the culture of some 1200 species of 
garden plants. Import. Eight illustra- 
tions in color, 80 in black and white. 


BUTTERFLIES by E. B. Ford. Im- 


port. February. $6.00. Macmillan—This 
is a reprint from the New Naturalist 
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Series and is lavishly illustrated with 
photographs arranged for easy identifi- 
cation of species. 

GARDENING: A NEW WORLD 
FOR CHILDREN by Sally Wright. 192 
pages. Illus. by Ruth Sheetz. April. 
$2.75. Macmillan—tThis delightful book 
is designed to help adults inspire children 
to garden with enthusiasm in a large or 
small space, indoors and out. 


HANDBOOK FOR VEGETABLE 
GROWERS by James E. Knott. 238 
pages. Already $3.95. John 
Wiley—Mainly in tabular form, this book 
provides the essential facts and figures on 
all aspects of vegetable and seed pro- 
duction, and post-harvest handling of 
vegetables. Edge-indexed and _ spiral- 
bound, the handbook provides reference 


at a glance to details on growing and . 


planting, soils and fertilizers, water, pest 
control, harvest and storage, and other 
practical matters of the soil. Dr. Knott 
is professor of vegetable crops at the 
University of California in Davis, and is 
chairman of the department. 


THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ROSES 
AND ROSE CULTURE, edited by Har- 
court P. Champneys and Carl Withner. 
240 pages. Illus. $7.50. April. Prentice- 
Hall—This book is designed for both 
amateur and advanced rose growers and 
contains hundreds of result-getting point- 
ers for raising bigger, better flowers. 
Covers all phases of rose culture, all types 
and varieties of roses, as well as tech- 
niques of growing, garden layout, direc- 
tions for increasing selections, caring for 
plants, exhibiting and showing, etc. 


THE GROWING QUESTION by Ros- 
coe A. Fillmore. 370 pages. Illus. Feb- 
ruary. $5.00. The Ryerson Press—This 
book contains the answers to almost every 
possible question that the amateur gar- 
dener can ask. Roscoe Fillmore is the 
retired head gardener of the Dominion 
Atlantic Railway and the Grand Pre 
Memorial Park, Nova i 


GARDEN WEED KILLERS by Dr. 
R. Milton Carleton. 144 pages. Illus. 
Arco—This book describes, analyzes and 
recommends the best of the old and new 
chemicals for controlling weeds in the 
garden. 


BE YOUR OWN NURSERYMAN 
by Robert Scharff. Illus. May. $3.50. 
M. Barrows—Many landscaping books 
deal with what to put where—if money 
is no object—but this book deals 
with how to get “what” and at fabulous 
cash savings. Mr. Scharff is not out to 
belittle the professional nurseryman. He 


oks 


simply points out that many of the serv- 
ices of the professional can be done by 
the homeowner with tremendous savings. 
The book covers the planting of every- 
thing from trees to roses; the varieties 
to pick; whether to buy fiirst-, second- 
or third-year plants; and when to trans- 
plant. Lists of suppliers throughout the 
country make ordering supplies and plants 
simple, regardless of where you live. 
Contains helpful hints on sales and 
money-making plantings. 


GARDENING INDOORS UNDER 
LIGHTS by Frederick H. and Jacaue- 
line L. Kranz. 288 pages. Illus. Feb- 
ruary. $4.95. Viking Press—Do you 
want to grow salad greens in your kitchen 
cabinet, gloxinias and cyclamens in your 
living room, and all manner of flowers 
and/or vegetables in a clothes closet, 
attic or basement? The recent discovery 
that a balanced ration of fluorescent and 
incandescent lights will provide the same 
growing conditions for plants as does 
direct sunlight makes it possible often to 
achieve better gardening results indoors 
than under the uncertain sunlight pro- 
vided in your outdoor gardens. This book 
tells you how to do this. The many line 
cuts scattered throughout the text sup- 
plement building instructions and opera- 
tive details. 


THE WARBLERS OF NORTH 
AMERICA by Ludlow Griscom, Alex- 
ander Sprunt and other ornithologists of 
note. Illus. by John Henry Dick. 300 
pages. May. $12.50. Devin-Adair— 
This is a comprehensive work on the 
wood warblers of North America, in- 
cluding the West Indies, Central America 
and Mexico. America’s leading ornithol- 
ogists have pooled their knowledge to 
make this a reference work of perma- 
nent value as well as a popular presen- 
tation of one of the most interesting 
families of birds. The book is doubly 
valuable because of the 33 full-color 
plates by John Henry Dick, who has 
devoted years to studying the warblers 
in their natural habitats. 


JOHN AND WILLIAM BARTRAM’S 
AMERICA, edited by Helen Gere 
Cruicksnank. Illus. by Francis Lee 
Jacques. Foreword by B. Bartram Cad- 
bury. 430 pages. June. $5.00. Devin- 
Adair—Mrs. Cruickshank has shown 
great skill and discrimination in choosing 
the best writings of America’s earliest 
naturalists. Not only has she selected 
their poetic descriptions of nature and 
their reports of discovering new plants 
and animals, but she has chosen, with 
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Your hands 
will stay 
lovely. .. 


GARDENING 


FOR 
PAINTING 


(bs 


FOR 
HOUSEHOLD 
USE 


You'll want several pairs of the new 
multi-color design SOFT TOUCH 
gloves. They’re so smartly styled 
and practical that you'll never again 
use ugly, clumsy gloves. One size fits 
almost everyone. Washable — satis- 
faction guaranteed. Pastel Colors: 
Green, blue, and yellow with harmo- 
nizing multi-color back. 


At Better Dealers Everywhere 
If your dealer cannot supply you, 
order direct from us at $1.00 per 
pair. Specify color. No C.O.D.’s. 





care, their lively observations of primi- 
tive Indian life from New York to Florida 
in the 18th century. 

HARDY PERENNIALS by Alan 
Bloom. Illus. with a color plate, 48 half- 
tone monochrome plates and drawings. 
Approx. price $4.50. June. Faber and 
Faber (London)—Mr. Bloom is a spe- 
cialist with over thirty years’ experience 
and his comprehensive book covers in 
detail the practical side of cultivation in 
all types of gardens. It contains a sec- 
tion on growing for cutting, and a long 
descriptive reference list of species. 

PLANTS IN THE HOUSE by H. G. 
Witham Fogg. Illus. Late July. Approx. 
price $2.50. Faber and Faber—This is 
an informative and non-technical book 
on growing plants in the house. It is 
written by a practical gardener who 
knows the problems and also knows the 
answers. 

CACTI FOR EVERYONE by G. Gil- 
bert Green. Illus. Late May. Approx. 
price $1.50. Faber and Faber—An up- 
to-date, practical book by an expert on 
the cultivation of cacti and succulents. 
It is ideal as the beginner’s guide. 

FLORA OF THE BRITISH ISLES: 
ILLUSTRATIONS, PART I: PTERI- 
DOPHYTA TO PAPILIONACEAE. This 
is a companion volume to the text by 
A. R. Clapham, T. G. Tutin and E. F. 
Warburg. Drawings by Sybil J. Roles. 
May or June. Not priced as yet. Cam- 
bridge University Press (London and 
New York)—This is the first volume of 
illustrations to the Clapham-Tutin-War- 
burg Flora, which is now the standard 
work. The drawings are meant to as- 
sist users of the Flora to recognize species 
by supplying a visual supplement to the 
text. The drawings ere from fresh speci- 
mens and deliberately aim to give an 
impression of the living plant. 

INVESTIGATION OF VIRUS DIS- 
EASES OF BRASSICA CROPS by L. 
Broadbent, Pathology Department, Roth- 
amsted Experimental Station. 104 pages. 
Illus. About $3.50. March. A _ publica- 
tion of the Agricultural Research Council. 
Cambridge University Press—Success in 
controlling aphid-borne virus diseases 
depends very largely on a full under- 
standing of the cycle of the disease. Dr. 
Broadbent has presented a comprehen- 
sive account of the prevalent brassica 
virus diseases and, in particular, pays 
special attention to practical measures. 
He explains the degree of control 
achieved by isolation and protection of 
seed-beds, siting of crops, and the over- 
wintering of seed crops. 

Dr. Broadbent’s report will be of prac- 
tical value to advisory officers, and 
growers of brassica crops—cabbage, 
turnip, cauliflower, swede, brussels 
sprouts and broccoli—in all parts of the 
world. 

BOTANY: Revised Edition by Carl L. 
Wilson, Dartmouth College, and W. E. 
Loomis, Iowa State College. IWus. Ten- 
tative price $6.90. April. The Dryden 
Dress—This is a familiar book to botan- 
ists, who will be happy to learn that it 
is re-appearing as a revised edition. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO AGRON- 
OMY by R. S. Dunham, University of 
Minnesota. Tentative price $4.50. March. 
Dryden Press. [PLEASE SEE PAGE 22] 








The Complete Book of 
GREENHOUSE 
GARDENING 


Know the year-round thrills and satis- 
faction of indoor gardening! This new 
book gives step-by-step instructions on 
all phases of greenhouse operation, 
with more than 250 how-to-do-it illus- 
trations. Shows how to control tempera- 
ture and light; eliminate disease and 
pests; raise a wide variety of flowers 
and vegetables to perfection. 
By HENRY T. NORTHEN and 
REBECCA T. NORTHEN 


255 photographs, 
drawings. 








THE RONALD PRESS COMPANY 
Sm 15 E: 26th St... New York 10 
“FREE COLOR 

CATALOG 
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EDEN ROAD 

IRIS GARDEN 

P.0.BOx 

«WENATCHEE 





WASH 





Learn to do it yourself and save with 
the advice of experts in every field! 
New catalog now available from— 


The Macmillan Company 
60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 
VILL LLL LLL LLL hhh hhh 
BROWNELL 
SUB ZERO ROSES 
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Molen ea 


This semi-double, luminous peaches and 
cream colored Hybrid Tea, with its out- 
standing glossy foliage, practically free from 
thorns has been the sensation of the Display 
Gardens this season. Write for colored cata- 
logues of Hybrid Teas, Climbers, Creepers 
and the new Everblooming Pillars, BROWN- 
ELL ROSES, Box F, Little Compton, R. I. 


FLOWER GROWER 





Before —Your mower can’t get weeds and grass that After —NO-SEE Grass Barrier weedless border keeps 
grow close to trees . . . particularly if the tree has an grass and weeds from growing around the base of the 
irregular base. When you finish mowing you get tree. Eliminates hand trimming and edging. You trim 
“clipper’s cramp”’ from hand trimming. as you mow! Beautifies too! 


NO-SEE Grass Barrier weedless border 


ends trimming, edging, weeding and cultivating 





CRUSHED STONE GRASS BARRIER Now . . . just mow your lawn and you've done it all! Gal- 

About I-inch deep on Drive down beyond vanized steel grass barrier stops grass roots from invading 

fevel crea ...2 inches spread of plants for cultivated areas; gives you a permanent, neat, trim edge. 

deep next to basier. generous border, Stone layer over tar paper base smothers weeds, yet allows 
water to reach tree and plant roots. 

It’s practical . . . and beautiful too. Crushed stone con- 
trasts with green grass, shrubs or flower beds . . . makes 
your lawn sparkle! Use it around trees, along foundation 
plantings, under fences and along hedges. 

Whether you prefer crushed stone or plain soil borders, 
insist on the original Grass Barrier to stop grass. It’s made 
only from heavily galvanized steel for best corrosion resist- 
ance. It’s stronger, more rigid . . . you can drive it down! 

lap on inch or more. Guaranteed 15 years against rust failure. 


— TO INSTALL . . , | | NOW...in 40-foot connected coils 


First, drive down grass barrier flush with turf. Remove weeds, sod Easy-to-remove keys are located at 2-foot intervais. 
and dirt to a depth of an inch of more. Dig 2 inches deep next to 8 ee tee teed tee 
grass barrier and taper up as shown. Lay in strips of tar paper 18 a circle for around trees or a longer length f 
inches wide exfending from grass barrier to tree or plant. Fill flower border. 
. if hard y 
with crushed stone. pay mae roma teens 2 ie 
direct. Shipped prepaid. 


40° connected coil (4” deep). ...$ 4.98 
40’ package (2’ strips with keys) 
4” depth $ 4.79 


FREE! 16-page “how-to-do-it” booklet 


Prices slightly higher on the West Coost 
Describes weedless border, weedless 


flower beds and shows a dozen ways to 
‘amen KEELOR STEEL, INC. 
921 Ninth St. S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
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HAYES SPRAY GUNS 


Hayes Garden Sprayers. For 
insecticides, fungicides, 
grass killers, fly, ant, 
and termite control. Six 
is from 1% gal. to 12 
gal. capacities. 


o Hayes 6. Sprays 6 gal. 
with one loading. Positive on- 
and-off control valve. $9.95. 
© Hayes- -Ette. ® 1% gal. 
sprayer. $2.95. 


Hayes Lawn . For 
lawn moth solutions, * fun- 
gicides, weed killers, crab 
— killers, herbicides, 

iquid and soluble ae 
lizers. Sprays 15 gal. $3.95. 


oO Hayes Soil & 

For adh woh Bs of mle Peeti: 
lizers, Soil Chemicals and 
heavy viscous materials. | 
Large orifices. Non-clog- 
ging. Sprays 10 gal. $2.95. 





World's Prd 


Selli Gurdon Bee Sornuess 


a 
facturers of Garden Chemi 


At your wage a td or garden supply cialis 











FOR THOSE WHO KNOW THEIR ROSES 


“ROSES 


...and those whod like to! Ben PLEASURE 


Roses For Pleasure 


© 


by Ricuarp THomson and HELen VAN Pett WILson 
224 pages, color illustrations, $5.95 


Whether you’re making your first planting or your 
fiftieth, you'll enjoy this wonderful new book—and 
profit by it, too! Two internationally known author- 
ities, who grow roses for pleasure, tell you (and show you) how you can do the 
same. Everything you need to know about growing the best species and varieties 
for color, for fragrance, for exciting effects—to give you many hours of pleasure. 


HOW TO CREATE UNUSUAL 
DECORATIVE BEAUTY 


Decorating With Pods and Cones 


by Eveanor VAN RENSSELAER 
168 pages, color illustrations, $4.95 


Almost anyone can tell you that thrilling deco- 
rative effects can be achieved with pods and 
cones, but now, Mrs. Van Rensselaer shows you 
how! She explains a simple, inexpensive hobby 
that will add bright color and distinctive design 
to your home as it opens new vistas of enjoy- 
ment for you. Step-by-step directions and nu- 
merous illustrations show you how to create a 
variety of arrangements. Collecting, drying, pre- 
serving and storing materials all carefully 
explained. 


Taylor's Garden Guide 


512 pages, color illustrations, $5.95 

Norman Taylor, whose Encyclopedia of Gardening is known throughout the coun- 
try, offers the perfect companion volume—a simple basic guide to garden plan- 
ning. Practical suggestions for a beautiful garden, whether on a 50 foot lot or a 


by Norman TAYLor 


country estate. 


To Obtain 


any or all of these new 
books, fill in this coupon 
and take to your favorite 
bookstore, or mail di- 
rectly to 


D. VAN NOSTRAND 
COMPANY, INC. 


120 Alexander Street 
Princeton, N.J. 


Beep EXAMINATION COUPON™"™ 
D. VAN NOSTRAND COMPANY, INC., Dept. FG3-57 
120 Alexander Street, Princeton, N.J. 


Send me for 10 days free examination, 
checked. Within 10 da 
postage, or return boo (s) and owe nothing. 


the book(s) 
1 will remit purchase price plus 


Roses for Pleasure $5.95 Taylor's Garden 


Guide $5.95 
Decorating with Pods and Cones $4.95 
NAME 


ADDRESS. 








ZONE STAT! 
REMIT WITH ORDER AND WE PAY 
me guarantee applies, of course. 
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SAVE! POSTAGE! 











THE GARDENERS’ GOLDEN 
TREASURY ed. by A. G. L. Hellyer. 
Iilus. $12.00; leather bound, $25.00 
Transatlantic Arts—This work contains 
6,000 references, 1,500 illustrations and 
1,100 pages, and consists of three first- 
class gardening references, bound in one 
useful volume: Sanders’ Encyclopedia of 
Gardening, The Encyclopedia of Plant 
Portraits and The Encyclopedia of Gar- 
den Work and Terms. 

VEGETABLES FOR GARDEN AND 
EXHIBITON by S. M. Gault. Illus. 
$12.00. Transatlantic Arts—The author, 
a well-known lecturer, broadcaster, writer 
and exhibitor, passes on his great ex- 
perience in this fully comprehensive 
book. 

DISEASES OF GARDEN PLANTS 
by A. Beaumont. Illus. $6.00. Trans- 
atlantic Arts—The author deals concisely 
with the identification and control. of the 
many hundreds of diseases of flowers, 
fruits, vegetables and lawns. 

CLIMBING AND TRAILING 
PLANTS by S. A. Pearce. Hus. $7.25. 
Transatlantic Arts—The author, whose 
chief interests are with the propagation 
and cultivation of trees, shrubs and other 
hardy plants, is the deputy curator at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. A sur- 
prisingly large number of plants are 
described. 

THE TALL BEARDED IRIS by 
Nicholas Moore. Illus. $5.06. Trans- 
atlantic Arts—Deals with selection, cul- 
tivation, propagation and hybridization. 
The value of the many hundreds of iris 
varieties both old and new, under vari- 
ous color headings, are fully discussed. 

AMATEUR GARDENING PICTURE 
BOOK OF GARDENS by A. G. L. Hell- 
yer. Illus. $3.00. Transatlantic Arts— 
There is no better way to learn the art 
of garden making than by example. The 
carefully chosen photographs illustrate 
all types of garden construction. 

CRAFT OF THE COTTAGE GAR- 
DEN by T. A. Lowe. Illus. About $3.75. 
Transatlantic Arts—A garden whose 
produce feeds and delights the gardener. 
The author helps to take the hard work 
out of gardening, leaving just the fun 
and enjoyment. Covers starting a garden 
from scratch: fences, soil, flowers, shrubs, 
vegetables, harvesting, preserving, etc. 

PLANTING FRUIT TREES by Roy 
Genders. Illus. $3.75. Transatlantic Arts 
—This book is written by an outstanding 
and very successful professional grower 
who reveals the secrets of 25 years’ ex- 
perience in the hope that the amateur 
may be prevented from making the all- 
too-common mistakes in the selecting, 
planting and care of his trees. 

PLANTS IN THE HOUSE by H. G. 
Witham Fogg. Illus. About $4.00. 
Transatlantic Arts—An informative and 
non-technical book on growing plants in 
the house, written by a practical grower 
who knows the problems and also knows 
the answers. 

THE WINTER GARDEN by M. J. 
Jefferson-Brown. Illus. $4.50. Transat- 
lantic Arts—The author makes sugges- 
tions and gives instructions for growing 
a variety of hardy trees, shrubs and 
plants that will keep the garden alive 
through November to early March. 
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“Very pleased 
with Schirmer’s 
Course, it con- 

tains so much 
information. The 
plant on my left 

had 6 blooms. 

2 were cut off be- 
fore picture was 
taken. The one 
on my right also 
had 6 blooms.”’ 
JAMES COSTO 
—Ohio 


Flyer or tht eheoS) 


LOUIS and GLADYS SCHIRMER 
SUCCESSFUL HOME-GROWERS, SAY: 
“We'll Show You How We Raised 
Orchid Plants Worth a Fortune- 


Starting At Home in Spare Time.” 


NO GREENHOUSES NEEDED...Successful family 
of home growers now reveal their secrets for 
your pleasure and profit. Learn exciting facts 
about raising beautiful Orchids at home . 
how to grow dozens of varieties in every rain- 
bow color . . . have Orchids in full bloom eve 
month of the year! Many grow without a 6 
getting food from the air. NO GREENHOUSE 
NEEDED. Start on table or window ledge. 


THRILLING HOBBY—Exciting Home Business. 1ma- 


gine the delight of watching gorgeous Orchids 
burst into bloom right in your own living room! 
The big lavender corsage Orchids you see in 
every flower shop—also many others in all sizes 
and colors. Orchids for your own enjoyment, 
for gifts or to sell at g profits. 


FINE PROFITS—Any location—Retail—wholesale— 


Mail Order.. Learn how to market your Orchids 
for profit, no matter where you live — small 
town, big city, or on a farm. Millions sold by 
mail order, year ‘round. Tropical Flowerland’s 
“Quick-Profit Plan” helps you start at once, 
without investment in stock. No overhead. 


SCHIRMERS’ complete 


instructions and blooming-size 


Orchid plant sent for examination in your 


own home—NO OBLIGATION TO 
BUY A THING... 


Schirmer’s Course is complete, nearly 300 large 
size pages filled with show-how drawings and 
photos—many in full color. Shows how to grow 30 
different kinds of Orchids at home. How to mar- 
ket Orchids for extra income spare or full time. 
Also includes blooming-size Orchid plant. Send 
no money, just fill-out and mail the coupon today 
—airmail is quicker. 


TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept. 73. 100 S. Vermont, Les Angeles 4, Calif“ 


MARCH 1957 


‘HOW TO GROW 


NATURE’S MOST 
FABULOUS FLOWER 


In Your Own 
LIVING ROOM! 


Home Growers Coast 
to Coast Benefit from 
the Schirmers’ Help 


really started to 
try yet. I owe my 
success to the 
Schirmers. 


Growing Orchids 
for profit lets me 
have my business 
at home. When I 
first saw your ad, 


Orchid. 
OARS. SEABIE SMITH 
—Arkanses 


I have standing ¢ 
orders for future 
flowers and divi- 
sions of this plant. 

I shall always be 
grateful to the 
Schirmers. 


i 


PROFITABLE 


“Growing Orchids a never ending 
delight. Most of my plants kept at 
my office where I relaz after stren- 
uous day of court 

reporting.This plant 

had 11 blooms for 

Mother’s Day.” 

RUBY B. HUGHES 

—Oregon 


FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY. It’s 
great fun to grow Orchids. And 
the whole family can help — from 
teen-agers up. Mr. Schirmer him- 
self is over 60 — was nearly 50 
when he and Mrs. Schirmer first 
started to grow Orchids for profit. 


LEARN HOW ORCHIDS MULTIPLY. 
Learn how one plant may become 
many, each as valuable as the 
first! Flower production and plant 
stock should both increase stead- 
ily—year oo ges vee so should 
your profi s! . 
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RE-LIVE 350 YEARS 


Historic Garden Week 


This year, let your Garden Week tour in- 
clude the Jamestown 350th year festival. 


There’s no finer time to see Virginia than 
Garden Week, when scores of old plan- 
tations and historic private homes open 
their doors and garden gates to wel- 
come you. 


Plan to tour Virginia’s gardens this 
Festival spring—it’s the season and the 
year to see the Birthplace of the Nation. 


SPRING EVENTS 
Historic Garden Week— April 20-27 
Jamestown Festival—April 1-November 30 
nternational Azalea Court, Norfolk, April 22-28 
Sh doah Apple Bl Festival, 
Winchester, May 2-3 





2 renner: 
irginia 

Department of Conservation and Development 

Dept. G-137, State Office Bidg., Richmond 19, Va. 
Please send free publications on Garden Week, Spring 


i 

j 

IP . 

i Events, and Jamestown Festival. 
: NAME 

! 

i 


ADDRESS 
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Yes, you too can enjoy more 
beautiful house plants, if you 
will follow the Hawaiian way of 
growing indoor plants. There 
are no secrets, just use: 
HAWAIIAN ISLAND 
House Plant 
MIX 


Cultural 


: \ es Send five cents to cover costs ond mailing. 
au gr 
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Williamsburg—l957 


Symposium! Come to Virginia 

to greet the spring! There is 
still time to make your reservations, 
either at the Williamsburg Inn or at the 
Lodge. And you may choose the first 
session, March 6-8, when the theme 
will be “Making Your Garden Really 
Live,” or the second session, March 
13-15, to find out “What’s Ahead For 
Your Garden.” 

The rates are as follows: 

The Inn: $10 a day, single 
$15 a day, double 
$7 a day, single 
$10 a day, double 
The registration fee for the Symposium 
is $15 per person. For full informa- 
tion, write to Mrs. Cecil W. Cunning- 
ham, Symposium Registrar, Goodwin 
Building, Williamsburg, Virginia. 

In 1957 the 11th annual Garden 
Symposium (sponsored jointly by 
Colonial Williamsburg and FLOWER 
GROWER) will feature lectures by out- 
standing horticulturists, discussion pe- 
riods when your many questions will 
be answered, tours.of famous Virginia 
gardens and many other fascinating 
events. John R. Whiting, FLOWER 
GROWER’s editor and publisher, will 
be the chairman of the first session at 
Williamsburg this year. 

And in 1957 Jamestown is cele- 
brating its 350th anniversary. The 
Jamestown Festival will be a feature of 
the Symposium. 

If you have never been to Williams- 
burg, you will especially enjoy a visit 
to the historic town at this time of 
year. You will find yourself trans- 
ported into another world, a world of 
18th-century beauty and tranquillity, 
of springtime gardens in full bloom. 

If you have been to Williamsburg, 
you will enjoy revisiting the many 
charming colonial gardens, meeting old 
friends and making new ones. 

For those of you who arrive a day 
early, there will be a get-acquainted 
tea—a chance to meet the speakers 
and chat with your fellow gardeners. 
During the next three days there will 
be lectures on new developments in 
design, plant materials, soils and cul- 
tivation. There will be guided tours of 
the formal colonial gardens, an early- 
morning bird walk, and, of course, 
a trip to historic Jamestown. And 
there will also be plenty of time for 
you to explore the many restored 
buildings and shops of Williamsburg, 
the new Folk Art Museum, and the 


C's to the Williamsburg Garden 


The Lodge: 


recently restored restaurant, Mrs. 
Campbell’s Coffee House, which was 
a favorite eating place of George 
Washington. The garden of the Coffee 
House has also been restored. This 
restaurant is well known for seafood, 
charcoal-broiled steaks and _ exotic 
coffees. 

You will want to go to the King’s 
Arms Tavern to try some of the 
southern specialties, and to Chown- 
ing’s Tavern, famous for its Brunswick 
stew, rarebit and pecan waffles. 

On the evening of the second day 
of each session there will be a Gar- 
dener’s Banquet. On this occasion 
during the first session the speaker 
will be Fairfield Osborn, president of 
the Conservation Foundation and New 


Mr. H. I. Williams, artist and photog- 
rapher, will show his color movies of 
flowers and nature at the banquet 
during the second Symposium session. 


York Zoological Society, whose subject 
will be “Can The Earth Support In- 
creasing Populations?” 

At the banquet of the second session 
H. I. Williams will show his color 
movies—a famous photographer’s in- 
terpretation of flowers and nature. 

A final treat is in store for you— 
a candlelight concert of 18th-century 
chamber music given at the Governor's 
Palace. 

And so you see, the 1957 Williams- 
burg Garden Symposium promises to 
be one of the really outstanding high- 
lights of the gardening year. We hope 
that you will be on hand to join the 
many gardeners from all over the 
country who will come to Williams- 
burg to participate in this event.® 

—MARGARET PERRY 


FLOWER GROWER 





A GENERAL ELECTRIC PROGRESS REPORT: 


Controlled fluorescent light seps produce 
hardy indoor plants and flowers 


1. GROWS HEALTHY PLANTS—Plants grown and displayed 
under fluorescent lamps flourish and maintain their growth 
without dependence on natural light. 


2. HELPS SICK PLANTS— Many plants which are weak can 
be revitalized under fluorescent lamps. 


3. CONTROLS BLOOMING — Fluorescent and incandescent 
light can be used to control blooming time in certain types 
of plants. 


4. SAVES WASTE SPACE— Basements, windowless rooms or 
odd corners can be used to start and grow plants under 
G-E fluorescent lamps. 


This home grower uses standard cool white and daylight 
fluorescent lamp channels suspended over African violets. 


A suspension of fixtures over simple wooden benches provides 
plant lighting for a larger basement flower room. 


Progress ls Our Most Important Product 
GENERAL 


Marcu 1957 


@ ELECTRIC 


GENERAL ELECTRIC STANDARD COOL WHITE AND DAYLIGHT 
FLUORESCENT LAMPS have the high light efficiency and 
the color required for healthy plant growth. Whether you 
are growing ten indoor plants or a hundred, these G-E 
fluorescent lamps can help you grow hardy, more colorful 
plants — at the flick of a switch. They are available in a 
variety of sizes to fit all standard commercial lighting 
fixtures or fluorescent channels, plant growth chambers 
or any do-it-yourself hobby installation. SEE YOUR 
LOCAL GARDEN AND NURSERY SUPPLIER OR 
ELECTRICAL DEALER. 


Man of plant growth cabinets are also available. They 
use p fy peed ow cool white or daylight fluorescent lamps. 


TWO FREE BOOKLETS —“What's Happening to Horticulture” 
and “Light for Plant Growth” show you exactly how to use 
G-E fluorescent tubes to grow plants at home. 





cH _ -— 


Large Lamp Dept. FG-3-7 + WNela Park, Cleveland 12, Ohio 
PLPASE SEND MY COPY OF: 


0 “What's Happening to Horticulture” 
O “Light for Plant Growth” 
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Plastics aid the gardener in many and varied ways 


OTHER have done much to make 

amateur and professional gar- 
dening easier and more profitable. The 
contributions to gardening by this 
group of man-made chemicals are so 
numerous and unusual that it would be 
well to review some of them here. 

Perhaps the most popular and 
widely publicized use for plastic film 
in the last few years has been in propa- 
gating woody plants. With the aid of 
plastic film in the practice of air- 
layering, one can make roots develop 
on woody stems of most any kind of 
plant. The plastic used to cover the air- 
layer during the root-forming period 
keeps moisture sealed in and thus elim- 
inates any further need for wetting 
the sphagnum moss (the material into 
which the roots actually grow). Once 
the roots form, the stem is cut from 
the parent plant, the plastic cover is 
removed and the newly rooted stem is 
planted. 

An air-layering kit available in most 
horticultural supply stores, contains all 
the materials needed to air-layer most 
any kind of woody plant outdooors, or 
house plants such as dracaenas, philo- 
dendrons and rubber plants which have 
become “leggy” or unsightly. Details 
on procedure and precautions for air- 
layering both outdoor and indoor 
plants were given in this column in 
October 1954 and June 1955 issues of 
FLOWER GROWER. 

Another plastic in liquid form has 
found extensive practical use in trans- 
planting trees and shrubs during the 
warm season of the year. This milky 
white liquid is sprayed on the foliage, 
where it dries to form a thin, colorless, 
transparent film. As such, it greatly 
reduces the natural evaporation of 
Water from leaves and thus helps to 
increase the chances of making the 
transplanting job a success. This same 
liquid plastic can be used to reduce 
so-called winter drying or winter injury 
on many kinds of evergreen trees, 
shrubs and ground covers. 

Plastic sheets are also used to cover 
boxes in which cuttings are being 


Pi ores IN ONE FORM OR AN- 
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by P. P. PIRONE 


PLANT PATHOLOCIST, NEW YORK BOTANICAL CARDEN 


rooted. A unit consisting of the plastic 
cover and the rooting box can be made 
at little cost. When completed, such 
a unit can be placed on a greenhouse 
bench or in the window of a dwelling, 
where cuttings can be rooted in a 
relatively short time. 

Gardeners interested in a _ semi- 
automatic apparatus for rooting as 
many as a thousand cuttings at one 
time should investigate a ready-to- 
assemble kit which is generally avail- 
able. Besides a source of tap water, 
you will only need four dozen com- 
mon bricks, three bushels of coarse 


PHOTOCRAPH FOR FLOWER 
CROWER BY COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 


Outdoor propagating bed that can be 
easily constructed. Wire mesh supports 
plastic cover which conserves moisture. 


sand (both of which are easily ob- 
tained from any builder’s supply com- 
pany at little cost) and, of course, the 
cuttings that are to be rooted. 

The unit is assembled in an hour or 
so. After the cuttings are inserted into 
the sand, the large dome-shaped plastic 
cover is put in place and the water is 
turned on to activate the mist-produc- 
ing nozzle. Cuttings will root during 
the warm season of the year in from 
2 to 8 weeks, depending on the plant 
material and other factors. 

Professional nurserymen and florists 
who root huge quantities of soft-wood 
cuttings outdoors would use a similar 
but much larger device. This is com- 
pletely automatic once it is started, 
and the mist which keeps the cuttings 





from wilting is automatically con- 
trolled by a so-called electronic leaf. 
Here, too, plastic sheets form an im- 
portant part of the device. 

Available as a rooting medium, in- 
stead of the conventional sand or sand 
and peat mixtures, are several plastics. 
One, a white multicellular material, is 
sold under the name of Styrofoam. 

Plastic bags speed germination of 
certain seeds. Some seeds must pass 
through a dormant period, just like 
potatoes, before they sprout. To keep 
such seeds in good condition through 
the dormant stage, plastic bags are of 
great help. 

For mulching vegetable and flower 
gardens sheets of heavy, black poly- 
ethylene plastic are now used. Spread- 
ing such sheets between the rows and 
weighting them down with clumps of 
soil will prevent weeds from growing, 
conserve moisture and keep the soil 
at a more uniform temperature. 

A gas-tight plastic cover is used to 
confine fumes during soil fumigation. 
This cover is made of tough, heavy- 
grade plastic, which can be used time 
and time again. 

Plastics for greenhouses are rapidly 
being developed and improved. In- 
stead of the costly glass and metal 
frame construction, the new ones are 
made of plastic and wood at approxi- 
mately one-eighth the cost of conven- 
tional greenhouses. This promises to 
put greenhouses within the budget of 
the average gardener. 

The early work on the plastic green- 
house was done at the University of 
Kentucky. Then other agricultural 
stations began to investigate them. At 
Cornell it was found that polyethylene 
plastic sheets only two thousandths of 
an inch thick held up as well as heavier 
weights. The “glass” part of the green- 
house constructed of this material sup- 
ported on wooden frames withstood 
winds up to 75 miles an hour and two 
heavy snowstorms which brought snow 
12 and 18 inches deep. 

According to Raymond Sheldrake 
of the Department of Vegetable Crops 
at Cornell, anyone with a basic knowl- 
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LORD and BURNHAM 


Irvington, N.Y. * Des Plaines, Ill. 
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OFFICIAL 
REGISTRATION 
FORM 


TO: Mrs. CuNNINGHAM, 
Symposium Registrar 
Goodwin Building, 
Williamsburg, Virginia 


Please register me for the 
session checked: 


My check for $15 covering 
registration fee is enclosed, 
made payable to: Colonial 
Williamsburg. Please reserve 
the following accommoda- 
tions for me: 


WILLIAMSBURG INN 


] Single Room 
($10 a day) 


[[] Double Room 
($15 a day) 


WILLIAMSBURG LODGE 


[_] Single Room 
($7 a day) 


[] Double Room 
($10 a day) 


— PPP BA ABBA DALLA ALLA GAA LA PP PO OE — —————OOOT 


I expect to arrive at__o’clock 
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on. 
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[] First Session — 
Wednesday, March 
6 through Friday, 
March 8 


C] Second Session — 
Wednesday, March 
13 through Friday, 
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March 15 
Name: 
Address: 
Street 
Town Zone State 
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edge of carpentry can build a plastic 
greenhouse easily. Construction plans 
for such a house are available from 
some agricultural experiment stations. 

Plastic pipe to facilitate watering 
the greenhouse and thus sharply re- 
duce the high cost of hand watering is 
also available. This pipe is fastened 
permanently to the sides of the green- 
house benches, and nozzles are tapped 
or screwed into it at the proper inter- 
vals. Liquid fertilizers can also be ap- 
plied through such pipe and nozzles 
without any harmful reaction. 

Flexible plastic hoses which are laid 
directly on the-soil surface down the 
center of a greenhouse bench are also 
time savers. Plastic hoses are also use- 
ful outdoors as they are lighter than 
rubber. 

To get an early start with frost- 
susceptible plants such as tomatoes 
and peppers, or to prolong the growing 
season in the fall, an adaptation of the 
English cloche has proven valuable. 
This “greenhouse” consists of pre- 
formed wire wickets and _ correct 
lengths of sturdy transparent plastic 
sheets with built-in ventilated openings 
and special clamps for keeping the 
vents open. Applied directly over the 
vegetables or flowers in early spring, 
it admits the warmth of the sun and 
prevents freezing cold, rain and wind 
from harming tender plants. It can be 
removed easily and stored. 

Plastic underground sprinkler sys- 
tems for watering lawns are becoming 
quite popular. Kits containing all 
the necessary parts are available for 
do-it-yourself fans. A knife, spade, 
hammer and wooden stakes are the 
only other tools needed to install the 
sprinkler system beneath the lawn. 
Such a system will not rust, rot, crack 
or corrode, and will withstand ten 
times the average city water pres- 
sure.® 





“Have you seen your father? 
I want him to cut the grass.” 











Originally from the an- 
cient Dynasty, in- 
troduced in Europe in 
1787, but practically dis- 
appeared. STASSEN is 
proud to again make 
available, in limited 
quantity, these historic 
Tree Peonies. 


Exceedingly vigorous, 
tree-like plants, eventu- 
ally growing to six feet 
(if left in original loca- 
tion). led with abun- 
dance of giant peonies 
often a foot across. Lush 
foliage. 
Postpaid. 


CHINA RED - BLUSH PINK 
SNOW WHITE - ORIENTAL PURPLE 
each $3.00 3 for $8.50 
COLLECTION 4 TREE PEONIES $10.75 
4 varieties listed 


FREE CATALOG of BULBS and PLANTS © 
and rare GIFTS from the Capitols of Europe 


STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 
Dept. 17, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N.Y. 
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LIVING FENCE 





| Canes 


hedge surround 
rotection! For as little 


New Living Fence! Ever-blooming! 


Let new, gloriously red Red Robin Rose 
perty with beauty and 


green foliage and fragrant red roses. Ginden’s hardy Red 
Robin (Gloire des anes) is copyrighted! Not available 
elsewhere. Satisfaction guaranteed! 


Send POSTCARD FOR FULL COLOR BOOK! 
GINDEN NURSERY CO., 80x 123, san Bruno, Calif. 
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Now Is a Good Time to Plant 


(ue-Green MONDO “GRASS” 
Trade Mark Registration applied for U. $. Patent Office 


REQUIRES NO MOWING— MAKES WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL LAWN 


Our Blue-Green Mondo “Grass” is described by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture as “Ophiopogen Japonicus 
(formerly called Mondo Japonicus),” is native to Northern 
China and should withstand severe degree of freezing; 
drought tolerant, evergreen, commonly called Mondo 
“Grass”. 


It is a “grass” relative to the lily with paper thin blades 
1/16” wide. This sod-forming EVERGREEN, low-growing 
oriental genus is currently used by many owners of distinc- 
tive homes in America. Now we can offer this exclusive Blue- 
Green Mondo “Grass” at popular prices. 


SO HARDY IT CAN BE PLANTED ANYTIME, it is recom- 
mended for lawns where mowing is not desired. Blue-Green 
Mondo “Grass” retains its color the year-round; thrives in 
shade or sun; extremely hardy, rarely requires watering; 
beautiful and interesting, drooping low to the ground in 
weeping style year after year. REQUIRES NO MOWING 
AND SHOULD NEVER BE MOWED. 


ORDER TODAY ... YOU CAN'T LOSE! 


Sprigs packed in damp moss. 
Guaranteed to grow or we will replace, 


BE BND sis ckidinsticcesiniinin sesseseees 2.98 
A I weretidsth havesennerecccntoes aoneenee 5.00 
DOD GIO. sicicncisesiscctsocsisisens penncbipees 9.00 
I BI  iserathins ececscocsascdecsoscninecse 40.00 
DAR TE sancidctencnseeKensestnnnsecseqees 79.00 

5,000 Sprigs or more 
SEE CIE kscaseccerincrcssveialicvee see 50.00 


MARCH 1957 


Guaranteed to withstand severe freezing or money re- 
funded. Ideal for heavy shaded areas, dry or wet. FREE 
folder of testimonials and many photos of Mondo “Grass” 
lawns sent on request. 


Mondo is resistant to diseases; insects and animals will 
not feed on it. Stops erosion; grows compactly, crowding out 
other grass and weeds; multiplies rapidly, as much as 100 
times (10,000%) first year. Enhances property value. So 
sensational we expect to revolutionize lawn-making. For 
good coverage first year plant 4” to 12” apart. Numerous 
rooted blades to sprig. 

Planting and culture instructions with each order. Remit- 
tance with order. Shipped prepaid. MONEY-BACK GUAR- 
ANTEE; if not completely delighted you may return at once 
for refund. Open account to A-1 rated firms buying 1,000 
sprigs or more, FOB, Biloxi. Distributors wanted everywhere. 


MESES SLs, 


MONDO GRASS & NURSERY CO. 


Dept. F-G, BILOXI, MISS. 


Please send prepaid ___. Sprigs of Mondo “Grass”, 
for which | enclose $ 


Name 





Address. 
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Start fleshy rootstocks in flats containing 
half sand and half peatmoss. Cover so 
that buds or shoots are just visible. 





Pot cannas when new shoots are several 
inches tall. Use 4-inch pots filled 
with a fibrous soil. Grow in full sun. 





Plant outdoors when danger of frost is 
past. Space plants about 2 feet apart 
in rows or groups. Grow in full sun. 





Firm soil carefully about plants. Set 
deeply enough so that potbound root-ball 
will be well covered. Water thoroughly. 


30 





PHOTOCRAPHS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY WALTER SINCER 


A canna bloom spike of the speckled variety King Humbert. New hybrids make a bright 
show in the garden and can be used in many locations. They make good cut flowers. 


Cannas—new varieties 
create new interest 


ANNAS OLD-FASHIONED? Not as 
C long as new varieties are cre- 

ated and as long as the garden- 
er’s imagination is alive. By skillful 
hybridization a great selection of 
varieties has been created both here 
and abroad. Now cannas are available 
in various shades and tints of red and 
yellow. They range from a diminu- 
tive 20 inches to a spectacular 7-foot 
height. 

If you feel that a formal arrange- 
ment in rows and circular beds is 
passé, then plant in groups among low- 
growing annuals or for accent in a 
perennial border. They also lend 
themselves well to use in redwood 
tubs or planters. Wherever they are 
planted, you will find their green or 
bronze-red foliage attractive and their 
bright, clear-colored flowers beautiful. 

Cannas are easily grown. For a long 
season of effectiveness they are best 
started indoors. They are usually pur- 
chased as a rootstock although oc- 


casionally they are available in pots 
from a local greenhouse. As soon as 
received from the grower the root- 
stocks should be placed in flats with 
a mixture of half sand and half peat- 
moss and covered so that the new 
shoots are just visible. This first step 
should be taken about eight to ten 
weeks before planting time. If the 
frost danger in your locality is over 
by May 15 start your cannas in March: 
Maintain a temperature of 60°-70°. 
As soon as rootstocks are rooted and 
new shoots are 3 to 4 inches high lift 
them carefully from the peatmoss and 
plant them into 4-inch pots. Use a 
well-drained, fertile soil with ample 
leafmold and well-rotted manure. The 
potted cannas should be placed in a 
warm, sunny window and watered 
frequently. 

When danger of frost has passed and 
the soil has warmed considerably, set 
potted cannas outdoors in good fertile 
garden soil. Set deep [SEE PAGE 36] 





Deliveries 
will be made 
at ibe proper 
planting time. 


New 

English Hybrid 
HEUCHERA 
Bressingham Hybrids 


AMERICA’S FINEST GARDEN SUBJECTS 


Make no mistake . . . garden subjects are not all alike. Fine garden subjects like 
fine horses can be judged by bloodlines and performance. Call it “best of breed’ 
or “Pedigree”, whatever its name, it is inherent in all Wayside Gardens’ offerings. 


Wayside invites you to experience the thrill of test- 
ing this high degree of perfection in your garden 
by ordering direct from their special five page 
SAMPLER. illustrations, descriptions and listings 
have been taken directly from the pages of 
America’s most complete, useful and famous of all 
nursery catalogs . . . the overwhelming choice of 


with the delightfully fragrant VIBURNUM, Carice- 
pholum the finest mew shrub in 50 years . . . or 
with the rugged, colorful, ground cover POLY- 
GONUM, Reynowtric. 


This listing is really less than a sample. Wayside’s 
magnificent 200 page catalog feotures an almost 


discriminating gardeners from coast to coast. 


Start enjoying the delights of supreme gardening 
pleasure with some of the choice items in this list- 
ing, and see that it costs no more to hove the 
newest and best in horticulture. Begin, for example, 


unbelievable selection. Over |!800 new, rare and 
unusual items of every type from ground covers tc 
flowering trees including a complete selection of fine 
roses, shrubs and perennials . . . all grown and rigidly 
tested for reliable performance in America’s most 
carefully supervised nursery. 


TUBEROUS ROOTED BEGONIAS 


No other plant is so valuable for summer bloom 
in shady places. Starting in July, enormous flowers, 
4 inches or more in size, are held well above brood 
attractive foliage. 


Our Carnival Begonia Mixture. This mixture con- 
tains a fantastic riot of colors, forms and shapes. 
Yellow, pink, white, rose, salmon in all tints 
and hues. Gorgeous, camellia-shaped blooms, curi- 
ously crested, giant single flowers as well as bril- 
liantly colored pompons. A bed of these growing in a 


shady place will give you an endless display of rare 
flowers for table decoration and color outside 
throughout the summer and fall until stopped by 
frost. The bulbs should then be dug and stored in 
a cool place. They will be ready for planting the 
following April. 

First Size Bulbs ss "* 2 in. 

Three 80c; Doz. $2.50; 100 $17. 


Top Size Bulbs 2 ii 


inches and up 
Three $1.25; Doz. $4.10; 100 $26.00 


HEUCHERA—Alum Root; Coralbellis 

Neat-growing and graceful flowering perennials yielding an 
abundance of flowers suitable for cutting; effective subjects 
for the margins of borders, as —e to walks, flower beds, 
and excellent for the rock garden. They have heart-shaped 
leaves and bear their dainty blooms in charming panicles 
or racemes. 

Culture. Heucheras require a well-drained, fairly rich, and 
not too heavy soil, also a sunny position. Plant 6 inches apart 
in autumn or early spring. Each spring top dress with well- 
decayed manure, Lift, divide and replant every fifth year for 
best results. 


Bressingham Hybrids. These beautiful new English Hybrid 
Heucheras range in color from white to pink to coral 
and red in a pleasing combination of tints. Excellent for 
cutting and unsurpassed in the garden. Their natural, airy 
display never fails to attract attention. Perfectly hardy and 
lovely evergreen foliage. Three $2.25; Doz. $7.50; 100 $45.00. 


LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY (Convallaria Majalis) 

This bold, strong form is especially well adapted for garden 
planting, particularly for ground covering. With reasonable 
care, a bed of them will produce charming, long-stemmed 
flowers in abundance for as long as you live. 

Their culture is so simple. True, they will grow anywhere, 
under almost any conditions—sun or shade, wet or dry, but 
truly spectacular results are obtained if, during each winter 
(December preferred), you wili cover your Valley bed with 
a heavy coating of manure or apply a heavy dose of Wayside 
Gardens’ Plant Food. 
Bunch of 12 pips $2.50 
Bunch of 25 pips $4.50 


Pips per 100 $ 15.50 
Pips per 1000 $140.00 
Camellia-type 


. @. i 
| Cede ¢ 


204 MENTOR AVE., MENTOR, OHIO Phe : 


Outstanding as a ground cover 





HELLEBOROUS 


HYBRID MUSK ROSE, Will Scarlett 


Perpetual flowering cluster Roses of bushy habit. They grow 
from four to six feet tall, depending on soil and climate. 
WILL SCARLETT produces large clusters of brilliant red 
flowers on stems 2 to 3 feet high. Perfectly hardy. Here is a 
fine musk-scented shrub Rose you will want to plant in the 
foreground of your shrub border where it will make a fine 
splash of color. Each $1.50; three $3.90; Doz. $15.60. 


IBERIS 
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ORDER DIRECT FROM 


THESE PAGES 


Deliveries . will 
be made at the 
proper planting time. 


HELLEBOROUS—Christmas Rose 
or Lenten Rose 


There are two distinct types, one, Christmas 
Rose, flowering in late winter, and the other, 
Lenten Rose, in spring. Both are valuable for 
garden decoration because of their flowering 
during the dull period of the year. 
Culture. Require to be grown in a cool, moist, 
shady position, such as under the shade of 
trees or among ferns. The ideal soil is a 
retentive loam, freely mixed with leaf mold 
and well-rotted manure. As Helleborus are 
impatient of disturbance at the roots, it is 
advisable to select a position for them where 
they will not be required to be disturbed for 
many years. Planting may be done in fall or 
spring, 12 inches apart. Each autumn add a 
top dressing of leaf mold and well-rotted 
manure, and let it lie on the surface. In 
summer give plenty of water. 


Niger (Strong, flowering plants) Hellebor- 
ous, NIGER is a dwarf growing, hardy plant, 
able to withstand temperatures many de- 
grees below zero. Its paimlike leaves are 
evergreen and of leathery substance. In 
December, January and February, depend- 
ing upon locality, large, single, white, bell- 
like flowers which last for weeks, are pro- 
duced regardless of cold or snow. Each $1.25; 
Three $3.35; Doz. $11.00. 


Orientalis (Lenten Rose) 

Orientalis is known as the “Lenten Rose.” 
The colors of its flowers range from pale 
green through white from pale brown to the 
deepest tones of chocolate-red. Easier grown 
than Niger, very interesting plants for shady 
nooks. Can only be supplied in mixed colors. 
It blooms in early spring. Each $1.80; Three 
$4.75; Doz. $15.00. 


SHRUB ROSE 


Lipstick. A “shrub” Rose which will reach a 
height of 5 to 6 feet. It blooms continuously 
during the summer, forming large clusters of 
semi-double flowers. The color is a clear 
cerise with salmon shadings. This European 
variety certainly is a most interesting addi- 
tion. There are so few tall growing Roses, it 
will be most welcome. Each $1.75; Three 
$4.65; Doz. $18.60, 


ROSA SPINOSISSIMA (Scotch Rose) 


Fruehling’s Gold. All Scotch Roses thrive on 
light soils where their suckering proclivities 
will be useful in forming weed suppressing 
colonies. The plants of FRUEHLING’S GOLD 
develop into nice clumps from 3 to 5 feet 
high. The canes are covered for 18 or more 
inches from the top down with lovely, golden, 
cup-shaped flowers which are sweetly 
scented. It is a superb hardy Rose for the 
shrub border. Has withstood 10 degrees 
below zero in Mentor. Does not show any 
foliage troubles. All in all a lovely plant of 
recent introduction. Eech $1.50; Three 
$3.90; Doz. $15.60. 


Wayside 


204 MENTOR AVE., MENTOR, OHIO 


PFITZER’S NEW DWARF CANNAS 

A few years ago, we received from that fine 
German hybridizer, Wilhelm Pfitzer of 
Stuttgart, a few tubers of Cannas. Mr. 
Pfitzer wrote us that these were a very 
dwarf growing form of Cannas he had 
finally been successful in developing after 
several yeors of effort. His object was to 
obtain a form so dwarf it could be used in 
tubs for porch, terrace or roof garden deco- 
ration as well as in the flower border or in 
front of shrubs where some color was needed. 
We were most enthusiastic with the results. 
When they first flowered here, several people 
visiting our nursery wanted to take them 
along right then and there. 

After careful propagation, we now have 
sufficient stock of two varieties to offer our 
customers. They are still an exclusive item 
with Wayside Gardens. Their colors are soft 
and pleasing. Flowers are produced all sum- 
mer long in abundance. Fine foliage adds to 
the charm of these handsome colorful plants. 


Pfitzer’s, Primrose Yellow. Finest of all yel- 
low Cannas. Immense flower clusters are 
soft, primrose-yellow with emerald-green 
glow. Stunning for tub or garden planting. 
Each $1.00; Three $2.70; Doz. $8.75. 


IBERIS—Candytuft 

Although these plants are perhaps more gen- 
erally grown in the rockery, they are equolly 
appropriate subjects for the margins of 
herbaceous borders or as edging to garden 
walks. When in flower in spring, they are 
covered with a mass of snow-white blossoms 
that add considerably to the beauty of the 
garden. They are of shrubby growth with 
dark, evergreen foliage. 

Culture: Grow in good, ordinary soil. Plant 
in fall or spring, 6 inches apart. 


Purity. A neat, evergreen, compact and low- 
growing plant with immense, pure-white 
flowers which cover the plant entirely when 
it is in bloom. This new variety is in our 
opinion the best of the dwarf Iberis. Its neat, 
compact habit and rich, deep, evergreen 
foliage make it an A No. | edging plant for 
flower beds or along walks. Its uniform habit 
creates a very neatly finished edging. Eack 
90¢; Three $2.40; Doz. $7.50; 100 $47.50 


FORSYTHIA, Lynwood Gold 

This exciting new FORSYTHIA, originated 
in Ireland, is one of several fine new shrubs 
we hove obtained from Europe and Africa 
We predict it will soon replace all other 
deep yellow Forsythia. Branches are erect 
and literally smothered under golden yellow 
flowers from top to bottom. Individud 
blooms are better and fuller in form as wel 
as of greater substance. Blooms gaily un- 
mindful of bad weather. For a magnificert 
show of golden yellow, there is nothing 
better. 

3 to 4 ft. plants: Each $2.50; Three $7.00 
4 to 5 ft. plants: Each $3.00; Three $8.50. 


New FRAGRANT SHRUB, VIBURNUM, Calcephalum § 
The New Fragrant Snowball (Plant Patent No. 776) : 


FINEST NEW SHRUB IN 50 YEARS 


This is the famous and splendid Hybrid from 
V. Cerlesi and V. macrocephalum which 
originated in England just before the war. 
The originator turned this wonderful shrub 
over to Wayside Gardens for introduction in 
this country. 

Absolutely hardy, it is of branching habit 
and quick growth, growing about six to seven 
feet high although it can be pruned to any 
size or shape desired. Does equally well in 
acid or alkaline soil. 

It is a most profusely flowering shrub with 
large cymose citsters of blossoms which may 
be as much as six inches across, rarely ever 
smaller than four inches, either flattened or 


globular, mostly the latter. Flowers are ex- 
ceedingly fragrant. 

It is a deciduous shrub and carries a wealth 
of foliage. The leaves are practically identi- 
cal with those of Carlesi, but in the autumn 
are brilliantly colored. 

This Hybrid was shown at the Royal Horti- 
cultural Show in London before the war 
where it received the highest awards and 
praise. 

Flowering size plonts Each Three Doz. 
1S to 38 Oe. css oes $5.00 $14.00 $50.00 
18 to 24in........ 6.00 16.00 60.00 
20 06: 26 i. cc... - 7.50 20.00 75.00 








ORDER DIRECT FROM 
THESE PAGES 


Deliveries will 
be made at the 
proper planting time. 


PFITZER’S 
New 
DWARF CANNAS 


New GROUND COVER, POLYGONUM, Reynowftria 

Thi nd cover was introduced a few years ago by Amos Perry, one of 
A compact, husky plant with excellent rich, deep green foliage. The es Ree gece poe oy Hho known plantsmen. It is a oor ae he. wr, . Be and 
entire plant is seldom over 30 inches high. The flower clusters are establishes itself quite rapidly from underground runners. It does best in full sun, and 
superb and show handsomely just above the ornamental leaves. A its pale green foliage turns brilliant red in the autumn. Height is between 6 and 12 
tiptop variety for planting in between hardy plants or an occasional inches. In the fall it produces numerous, airy pink sprays of flowers 
clump in front of shrubs. Also makes a perfect specimen in a tub for not unlike those of the “Silver Lace Vine.’” The buds are deep coro! 
porch or terrace. This is a beautiful shade of pink. Each $1.00; Three salmon, adding much to its charm. One of the best ground covers for 
$2.70; Doz. $8.75. sunny places and poor soil where Vinca and Pachysandra would not 
be satisfoctory. Plants should be spaced 18 inches apart. Each 85¢; 

Three $2.25; Doz. $7.50; 100 $45.00. 


SHRUB ROSE 
Fruehling’s Gold 


VIBURNUM 
Carlcephalum 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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SEDUM SPECTABILE, Carmen 


HYBRID DICENTRA, Bountiful 


LABURNUM . 
Vossi 


New 
DWARF BARBERRY, Crimson Pygmy CARYOPTERIS 


@® Heavenly Bive 
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SEDUM— 
A genus of plants which vary in habit from 
dwarf wt plants to those of ign growth, 
as SPECTABIL , which grows about 2 feet high. 
Some are evergreen and others of deciduous 
rowth. The dwarf kinds do well as edgings to 
ders or in rock gardens. Others are suitable 
for grouping in the border. 
Culture. Ordinary soil and dry, sunny borders 
or dry, sunny places in the rock garden will 
suit all. SPECTABILE, indeed, will also thrive 
in shade. Plant in autumn or spring, 4 to 8 inches 
apart. 


ile, Carmen. Handsome delicately col- 
ored Sedum. Flower heads often are 10 inches 
in diameter and softly shaded Persian-rose which 
combines beautifully with silvery, gray-green 
leaves. Height 12 to 15 in. Excellent subject for 
tubs, porches or steps. Will live without water 
for weeks and require no winter care or protec- 
tion. Three plants to a tub makes a fine show. 
Eoch $1.00; Three $2.70; Doz. $8.75. 


Cauticola. A lovely, low growing Sedum. Archi 

branches covered with fleshy, gray-green, small 
leaves, giving a fine effect throughout the sum- 
mer. However, it is in the late autumn that it is 
at its best when the plants are covered with 
rose-red flower heads. We consider this one of 
the finest late fall flowering plants. Excellent, 
of course, in rock garden or rock wall. Height 
not over 4 inches. September and October 
flowering. Each 95¢; Three $2.50; Doz. $8.00. 


DWARF RED BARBERRY 


Crimson Py: +, We obtained from Holland 
the miniature form of the Red-Leaved Barberry. 
Everyone who has seen it wants it because of its 
charm and delightful coloring of its foliage. The 
old leaves are bronzy, blood-red while new 
growth tips are several shades lighter, and 


sparkle in the sunlight. Our oldest stock plants, 


now several years old, measure 15 to 18 inches 
in diameter, and are about 12 inches high. 
E one is a picture in itself. Individual plants 
are colorful and will make a fine showing in 
front of any shrub planting, in front of a house 
for instance. It is of slow growth and excellent 
as edging to walks or flower beds where it will 
be most attractive. Must be grown in full sun 
in order to obtain the brilliant foliage color. If 
— in shade they will not color correctly. 
37000 Three $3.00; Doz. $10.00; 100 






Fancy-Leaved 
CALADIUM 


7 


‘p 


MIXED TYPES 
IN INDIVIDUAL 
COLORS 
RED, PINK, OR WHITE 
3, $1.50, Doz. $5.75, 100 $38.00 


ORDER DIRECT FROM 





THESE PAGES 
Deliveries will 
be made at the 

proper planting time. 


CARYOPTERIS 

Heavenly Blue (Piant Patent No. 1091). A 
delightfully deep blue colored autumn flowering 
shrub. It is the dark blue form of Caryopteris, 
BLUE MIST which Wayside Gardens introduced 
several years ago. HEAVENLY BLUE is our own 
origination; the result of crosses and selections 
made at Mentor. 

Heavenly Blue is ight in growth. When 
mature, it is about 15 to 18 inches in diameter 
and 18 to 24 inches tall. One shrub will produce 
30 or more beautiful, deep blue, flower spikes, 
a color which we all know is quite rore at any 
time and particularly so in the autumn garden. 
it does best in a li soil; in fact, the sandier 
the better, and must be grown in full sun. It 
comes to perfection in a warm, dry, sunny spot. 
We consider this new shrub one of the finest 
things available for rich autumn color. Each 
$2.00; Three $5.75; Doz. $20.00. 


NEW DICENTRA HYBRID 


Bountiful (U.S. Plant Patent No. 1198). This is 
a remarkable Hybria. In a robust w it re- 
sembles the Plumy Bleeding Heart, DICENTRA 
EXIMIA but is vastly superior, BOUNTIFUL 
forms a clump fully 18 inches in diameter, of 
handsome, dark blue-green foliage, about 10 
inches high. The flowers appeor in early May, 
and as many as 30 to 40 flower stems can be 
counted on a 2-year established plant. Stalks are 
about 18 to 20 inches tall and topped with 
fuchsia-red flowers which are about double the 
size of the common Aang 4 neeere Heart. It 
comes into bloom before DICENTRA, EXIMIA, 
and the flowers last well into July. Thr 

the summer, a few flowers are ; but 
in the early autumn, it blooms as freely again 
as it did in spring. Perfectly hardy, does 1 in 
any well drained soil and prefers sun to shade. 
We predict it will, before long, be growing in 
most of the gardens in this country. Each $1.25; 
Three $3.35; Doz. $11.00. 


LABURNUM—Golden Chain 


Vossi. Long-clustered Golden Chain. Small tree- 
like shrub with green bark and foliage like 
onnguwetse Clover leaves. Flowers are pure 
gol yellow and formed exactly like those of 
Wisteria. The hanging clusters are 18 to 20 
inches long and are borne profusely in late 
spring. Very beautiful. Usually bloom the first 
year Stier planting. Each $6.00; Three $16.00; 
Doz. $60.00. 


CALADIUM, Fancy-Leaved 
Nothing is simpler to grow, and nothing gives as 
beautiful a mass of color as do the fancy-leaved 
Caladiums. Throughout the summer and fall. 
their magnificent leaves create a wonderful 
effect. They are stunning in a vase or bowl, 
lasting several weeks when cut. A gr of a 
dozen or more planted in light shade or full sun 
is as colorful as a bed of Tulips. Simply plant 
bulbs 4 inches deep and 6 inches aport in April 
or May. and it won‘t be long before they are up, 
unfolding their remarkable leaves. Dig up bubs 
in fall and use again next spring. 
Mixture All Colors. This mixture con- 
tains hundreds of varieties and unending 
variations of color arrangements in leaves. 
Three $1.25; Doz. $4.50; 100 $30.00. 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 
To get your copy of America’s favorite catalog, please enclose 50¢, coin or 
stamps, to cover mailing and handling costs of this heavy book. Wayside’s 
Spring Catalog has no equal . . . 200 pages, with hundreds of true-color 
illustrations and helpful cultural directions. It features over 1800 prize roses, 
flowering shrubs and trees, rare bulbs and hardy “PEDIGREED” plants . . . all 
grown and rigidly tested in America’s most carefully supervised nursery. 


Send for your copy TODAY. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


It is impossible to determine weights of shrubs and 
shipping charges. For small orders, please add 10% 


















































HYDRANGEA PETIOLARIS 


Climbing Hydrangea—The Choicest of All Vines. This is 
perhaps the finest and choicest of the flowering vines offered 
in our catalog. It is not a rampant growing plant but when 
established makes good growth each year. It is woody but 
clings to brick or wooden walls without support, and also does 
fine on old trees or stumps. 


Its foliage is bold, clean and shrub-like, and a rich dork green 
color. Short spur branches projecting from the wall are topped 
with white, fragrant, Hydrangea-like blooms throughout the 
summer. The effect created is most artistic. Does well in shade 
or sun. Especially recommended for places where shade is dense 
in summer. Height can be easily controlled from 10 to 20 feet 
as desired. Strong plants in 5-inch pots. Eech $3.00: Three 
$8.00; Doz. $30.00. 


plants in advance, so the prices do not include 
to the value of your order for parcel post shipments 


(15% west of the Mississippi River). Other shipments will be sent Express, charges collect. 
REMITTANCE MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER. Please use checks, money orders or bank drafts. 


To avoid di 


be made at proper planting time. 


intment, send your order as soon as you have made your selection. Shipments will 


lf your purchase is more than $15.00, we will send you our colorful <4 —_ Roe penser ie 


would like a catalog before you make your final selection, please enclose 5 


cover mailing and handling costs. 
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Cannas—New Varieties | [LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS 


[From Pace 30] enough so that STRONG — DURABLE — EASILY MARKED 
the potbound root-ball is well covered. PREFERRED by Professional 
A spacing of 20 to 25 inches is a good and Amateur Growers to 
average when grown in rows or groups. identify all cuttings, seed- 
A sunny location is essential. lings, plants and shrubs. 

During the summer little attention Heavy gauge, white plastic 
Use this eas Soe al greneli way to Po is required. Flowers can be cut and is permanent, will not rot, 


your seeds sure of highest | used in arrangements. Occasionally it withstands all weather and 
quality, and wedi = most glorious garden : : ‘ 
ever! Check your fav sites in the eaves | ™*7 be necessary to thin out leaves on col eéntitinns Remiiie. 


below, cut out and mail today. the heavy, compact plants. Low cost. 
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| Traditionally for the Deep South, 


camellias are on a northward march 


of the Western world have 

known and cultivated the ca- 
mellia, and each succeeding generation 
has written volumes in its praise. As 
a symbol of elegance and beauty the 
camellia is second only to the rose. 

It seems a strange paradox, how- 
ever, that each generation of gardeners 
has in some fashion held back certain 
facts which reveal the camellia’s true 
character, especially as far as its hardi- 
ness is concerned. Even as the camel- 
lia has inched its way beyond the 
fringes of the Southland, there has 
prevailed an attitude of smugness and 
self-satisfaction, which if put into 
words might be something like this: 
“It is too bad that you cannot grow 
such a lovely plant as the camellia out 
of doors, but this region is about its 
northern limit.” 

At least that was the concensus in 
and around Norfolk, Virginia, when I 
first became acquainted with camellias 
as outdoor plants twenty years ago, 
As I traveled through the Southland, 
visiting famous gardens and collec- 


F° OVER TWO CENTURIES people 
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Home gardens in Norfolk, Va., have 


beautiful collections of camellias to vie 
with those grown in the Deep South. 


tions in quest of new varieties, I dis- 
covered that the prevalent feeling was 
that I would be taking quite a chance 
in planting camellias in Norfolk, even 
though they have been cultivated in 
this Tidewater region since the turn of 
the century. It was no small wonder, 
of course, that this was the feeling, 
when such an authoritative reference 
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as The Standard Cyclopedia of Horti- 
culture by L. H. Bailey says of camel- 
lias: “About ten species in tropical and 
sub-tropical Asia . . . camellias grow 
like natives on sandy lands and even 
on high pine lands in central Florida.” 

I wonder how different the history 
of camellias in America might have 
been had John Stevens, a Hoboken, 
New Jersey, florist who is credited with 
being the first to import a camellia, 
known the facts about the camellia’s 
potential hardiness, facts which are 
common knowledge today. The single- 
flowering, red japonica, the species 
which he imported around 1797, is no 
doubt the same species that grows wild 
on the hillsides of Japan, where the 
climate is not too different from that 
of New Jersey. Of course, Mr. Stevens 
grew it in a glasshouse, as was prob- 
ably recommended by the English 
dealer who sold him the plant. 

Since that time, however, much has 
been learned of the camellia’s culture, 
habits and endurance. The introduc- 
tion of new species as well as countless 


. Varieties has produced a new dawn for 


camellias, permitting their culture in 
thousands of home gardens where only 
a few years ago it seemed impossible. 

Camellias can no longer be classified 
as tropical or sub-tropical shrubs, 
for they can grow also in mild temper- 
ate zones where occasionally tempera- 
tures dip to zero. 

A plant’s hardiness is not measured 
entirely by the temperature range in 
which it will survive. Hardiness is pro- 
moted through selectivity of race and 
environment and, in a large part, by 
the grower’s understanding and inter- 
pretation of certain simple, funda- 
mental, natural laws. 

It is well, I believe, to interpret the 
requirements of any exotic plant from 
two standpoints. Ideally, the environ- 
ment of the region in which the plant 
is native—the type of soil, the amount 
of rainfall and sunlight, the temperature 
range and the location of the plant— 
should be duplicated. But often all of 
these requirements cannot be met in 
another region; then, by all means, 
those optimum conditions which can 


be provided should be scrutinized care- 
fully and even improved upon, if pos- 
sible, in order to overcome those 
climatic deficiencies which are un- 
changeable. 

From the camellia’s unusual migra- 
tion may be sifted the knowledge that 
will help us to grow certain camellias 
in colder zones than has been possible 


A new planting of camellias enjoys light 
shade provided by tall trees that have 
been trimmed high for air circulation. 


so far. On the northern tip of the 
Japanese island of Honshu some plants 
of Camellia japonica are growing in a 
semi-wild state. Ominato, in the 
Aomori prefecture, seems to be the 
northernmost area in Japan for ca- 
mellias. Here, where the Aomori 
weather station has recorded lows of 
—4°, the species rusticana grows wild. 
In 1955, when Dr. John Creech, 
horticulturist and plant explorer of the 
United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, visited Japan for six months, he 
spent some time in the area where 
rusticana grows wild. He says that 
many cultivated varieties of this 
species, some approaching the beauty 
of Camellia japonica, can be found in 
nearby Japanese gardens. The species 
rusticana is now under study here in 
America, and there is no doubt in my 
mind that many crosses of C. rusticana 
and C. japonica are now under way. 
In 1950, in the southeastern United 
States, there occurred, after an un- 
usually balmy autumn, what will long 
be known as the “big freeze.” From 
November 23 to 27 record low tem- 
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peratures were established in many 
sections, extending from below Wil- 
mington, North Carolina, to Jackson- 
ville, Florida. Here are a few of the 
high and low temperatures that oc- 
curred during the 48-hour period, 
November 24 and 25: Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, 79° to 10°; Jacksonville, 
Florida, 67° to 23°; Mobile, Alabama, 
51° to 22°; Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, 70° to 15°; Fort Valley, Georgia, 
where D. C. Strother has assembled 
what is probably one of the finest col- 
lections of Camellia japonica varieties 
in America, 52° to 9°. 

Camellia growers first predicted that 
from twenty-five to seventy-five per 
cent of the plants had been killed; 
stems were split, growth was frozen 
and fully formed flower buds littered 
the ground. But, fortunately, the dam- 
age was not as great as had been an- 
ticipated; and this speaks well for the 
stamina of the plant. I visited some 
of the hard-hit areas fifteen months 
after the big freeze and found few 
traces of damage. Even my favorite 
plantings along the Ashley River had 
taken it in stride, as they had many 
former freezes not on the records of 
any weather bureau. Much data was 
gathered from the big freeze, most of 
which can be found in the /95/ Year- 
book of the American Camellia So- 
ciety. 

In 1952, in an article entitled “Vir- 
ginia’s Camellias,” I predicted that 
within the century camellias would be 
found growing where temperatures 
drop below zero. I also pointed out 
that temperature is not the only cri- 
terion of a plant’s resistance to cold. 
This is proven to a certain extent by 
the fact that, though the big freeze 
occurred also here in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, we were able to hold our usual 
camellia show, when most camellias in 
other cities, including those in the 
Deep South, were so hard hit that 
shows had to be cancelled. 

Many other factors, contributing to 
the health and nature of the plant, 
must be considered. One contributing 
factor, hereditary traits, is particularly 
important, and has not received the 
consideration and study it deserves, es- 
pecially from those who grow the 
plants and distribute them to fringe 
areas. For instance, I was amazed to 
find a dealer selling ALBA PLENA, 
K. SAwaDA, FIMBRIATA and ELIsa- 
BETH, varieties which, because of cer- 
tain hereditary characteristics, are not 
recommended for even mild sections. 
Probably he wanted to take advantage 
of the demand for camellias to unload 
surplus stock. Such a practice can 
hinder the popularizing of any plant. 
Nurserymen and plant dealers should 
stock only those varieties which are 
sufficiently hardy. And those in charge 
of park systems and arboretums, as 
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well as plant collectors, should make 
it their responsibility to test the per- 
formance in their areas of species and 
varieties. 

Camellias are long-lived, as is 
proven by some of the original plant- 
ings around Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, many of the plants being one 
hundred and fifty years or more old. 
In California, camellias have endured 
since their inception during the Gold 
Rush. In Norfolk, Virginia, plantings 
made before the turn of the century 
are still thriving. And in their native 
Japan and China, the history of a 
single camellia specimen (not forest or 
wild species but cultivated clones that 
have been hidden for centuries behind 
the walls of the rich and mighty) may 
go back three to four hundred years. 

The camellia is a tenacious plant, 
one which, if we wish to treat it as 
such, can become our gift to posterity. 
Beginners should know this, because it 
may influence their thinking as it has 
mine, especially when it comes to se- 
lecting a proper planting site. 

The camellia thrives in moist, forest 
lands where the sunlight filters through 
and natural humus, the most impor- 
tant element of a camellia’s diet, has 
accumulated. Ample drainage, both of 
the soil and of the air, must also be 
supplied. In colder climates where 
camellias have survived best, air drain- 
age has been provided by gently slop- 
ing hillsides, such as those chosen for 
commercial fruit growing. But few of 
us are able to locate plantings where 
there is good air drainage; instead, we 
generally must plant them among 
dwellings, which funnel cold drafts. In 
stating the cultural requirements of 
camellias, I wish to emphasize that 
their cultivation is not complicated, 
but rather that each step is exacting. 

Over the past twenty years I have 
been called upon to examine and 
diagnose the ailments of thousands of 
camellia plants. -(Editor’s Note: See 
Cynthia Westcott on petal blight on 
page 60.) This experience has been 
most revealing to me, in as much as it 
has proven that in many cases failure 
can be avoided. For instance, it might 
not seem reasonable that too-deep 
planting heads the list of causes of ca- 
mellia casualties. But it seems com- 
mon practice for amateur gardeners to 
plant too deeply, thus smothering the 
top feeder roots, through which nu- 
trients must be transmitted. Of the 
sick plants which were called to my at- 
tention, 40 per cent died from an over- 
depth of 1 to 6 inches. 

A relatively high rainfall prevails 
in the native habitat of camellias, 
60 to 70 inches yearly compared to our 
coastal average of 40 inches. It seems 
reasonable to believe, therefore, that 
we ought to make up for such a de- 
ficiency. But our failure to do so 


accounts for at least another twenty- 
five per cent of the casualties. 

Somehow the word always gets 
around that camellias are acid-loving. 
But aluminum sulfate or other soil 
acidifiers should be incorporated into 
the soil only after an expert who has 
analyzed the soil recommends it. At 
least another five per cent of the 
casualties are due to too-acid soil, 
while a like percentage die from lime 
poisoning. The straight facts are that 
camellias will grow equally well in 
any soil within a pH range of 5.5 to 7.0 
providing that soil nutrients are avail- 
able. 

The misuse of fertilizers accounts 
for another ten per cent of the fail- 
ures. I do not believe that chemical 
fertilizer in any form should be in- 
corporated into any planting mixture, 
which is supposed to carry the plant 
over its “convalescing period,” the 
time it needs to establish its root sys- 
tem and start new growth. After- 
wards, under special circumstances, 
special mixtures can be applied. The 
length of the convalescent period 
varies with the age of the plant. A ca- 
mellia that is six years old or less will 
recuperate in one growing season as 
will any recent graft on understock 
less than ten years old. More mature 
plants will require at least two years. 

The percentages of loss due to other 
factors then drops considerably: an- 
other ten per cent were casualties of 
inadequate drainage, gas or sewage 
leaks or were poor plants to start with. 
Then come the inevitable five per cent 
that died of causes beyond control. 
casualties that stumped even the ex- 
perts. I always like to base this five- 
per-cent loss on what I call “nature’s 
secret,” a reminder that we camellia 
fanciers do not know all of the 
answers. 

The ailing plants that came under 
my observation were in their critical 
period, the years following planting. 
When this critical period is over, the 
number of failures drops considerably, 
and the causes themselves vary, be- 
coming more indicative of hereditary 
traits, environment and failure to curb 
insects and diseases. 

The camellia stands by itself, I be- 
lieve, in its capacity to fill our gardens 
with beauty. Perhaps the most im- 
portant reason for my saying this is 
that the camellia is able to produce 
new sports in a manner unlike that of 
any other plant that I know. Take for 
example ELEGANS (Chandler), a cold- 
resisting variety that was originated in 
1822 by Alfred Chandler of Vauxhall, 
England. It has variegated pink-and- 
white, incompletely double flowers, 
whose size and beauty have not been 
dimmed by more recent varieties. 

Since 1822 this variety has produced 
many distinctive sports, recognizable 





as descendants only through their foli- 
age and general characteristics. One 
such sport is FRANCINE, with anemone- 
type flowers of solid rose pink with 
center petaloids occasionally showing 
some white. Another is BARBARA 
Wooproor, with light orchid-pink 
outer guard petals and cream-white 
center petaloids with an occasional 
rose pink one. Still another distinctive 
sport is the light pink C. M. WILSON, 
from which has come the famous 
SHIRO CHAN, a pure white which shows 
streaks of pink only occasionally. 
From the seedlings of ELEGANS 
(Chandler) have also come some very 
beautiful strains. Notable among these 
are the enormous R. L. WHEELER 
varieties, the original of which won the 
coveted John Ilges Medal in 1953. 
All of these sports originated spon- 
taneously, without any special effort 
from their owners. Anyone who grows 
camellias might discover a distinctive 
new sport in his garden. 

The camellia flower’s resistance to 
cold, a trait inherent to certain varie- 
ties, is another reason for my admira- 
tion of the genus. For example, the va- 
rieties HiryU and Dawn, which are 
now classified under the species ver- 
nalis, can stand temperatures to 24° 
without petal injury. These varieties 
should prove to be of particular in- 
terest to Northern growers because of 
this characteristic. 

Camellias have a long blooming pe- 
riod, both in individual plants of 
certain varieties and in judiciously se- 
lected collections, In their present 
sphere of extensive cultivation—Nor- 
folk, Virginia, south to Jacksonville, 
Florida—this blooming period will last 
over eight months, with varying in- 
terruptions according to the geographi- 
cal location. The period may open 
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with AREJISHI and close with BLoop 
or CuHinA. This blooming period, 
however, will be altered and no doubt 
shortened as it spreads to more rigor- 
ous climates. This has been noted 
already in the vicinity of Washington, 
D.C., where January, February and 
Match temperatures are too low to 
open the flower buds. The varieties of 
cold-resistant strains, however, nor- 
mally open later there. This peculiar 
characteristic of camellia behavior, 
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which may or may not be influenced 
by day length, offers a challenge to 
growers, for they may, through plant 
conditioning, effect new blooming 
timetables for camellias. 

The key to maturing camellias suc- 
cessfully in the colder regions lies, I 
believe, in the culture of the plants 
during the period when they are form- 
ing flower buds. Therefore this sub- 
ject deserves much study. It is already 
known that the camellia will stand 
temperature extremes, from below 0° 
to over 100° in the course of a year. 
It is also known that only certain va- 
rieties hold their buds during the cold 
periods; others open their buds only 
when temperatures are rather high, 
although sustained temperatures of 
80° or more generally end the bloom- 
ing period. I mention these facts to 
emphasize that variety selection is im- 
portant. 

It is well also to correct here an 
earlier contention, that the species 
Sasanqua, which blooms in the fall, 
and the early-blooming japonica va- 
rieties such as DAIKAGURA, which flow- 
ers in November, are the best for 
fringe areas. It is now thought that the 
late-flowering varicties and species, 
normally blooming at the end of the 
camellia season, are by far the best. 
This has been proven in the Washing- 


ton, D.C., area. However, because 
sasanquas are perfectly hardy, I be- 
lieve that it is possible to flower them 
earlier, thus escaping the early heavy 
frost. 

Fortunately, many of the better va- 
rieties which have been introduced in 
the last few years are late blooming. 
Furthermore, hybridists now have late 
bloom as one of their objectives. And 
an entirely new field will be opened 
when the recently discovered Camellia 
rusticana, the hardiest of all camellias, 
is crossed with late-blooming varieties. 

But even if it were possible to enjoy 
only one month’s bloom from ca- 
mellias, the beauty of the plants is 
enough reason to give them a place in 
the landscape. Though their quality 
puts them in a class by themselves, in 
the garden they enhance a planting of 
thododendrons, mountain-laurei and 
azaleas.® 
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Aurelian 
Hybrid 
“Limelight” 


OUR 30th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL 


THREE GORGEOUS LILIES ONLY $3.00 


Here's our greatest bargain offer — 3 beautiful exotic 
lilies — Speciosum “Crimson Glory,” DeGraaff’s famous 
nasturtium-red “Enchantment” (not pictured here) and 
Aurelian Hybrid “Limelight’’ Strain — a gorgeous trio. 
June to August blooming. We offer one bulb each, full 


flowering size. Shipped only in October, $3. 00 
(Catalog value $4.50). Postpaid for only. . 


(FREE with this special, our ‘57 catalog) 
THE WORLD’S FINEST LILY CATALOG 


48 pages profusely illustrated in color, it lists over 175 
fascinating lilies, many new for ‘57. Also 12 kinds of 
Hardy Cyclamen, the finest Hardy Clematis, special Lily 
Food and spray material. Really, it’s a cultural hand- 
book, invaluable to lily lovers. To get your copy, send 
25¢, coin or stamps, TODAY! 








OLYMPIC HYBRIDS LILY SPECIAL 
See in your own garden the absolute perfection of our giant 
Olympic Hybrids (not pictured). They rate the finest. We'll 
mail you in October, three full flowering size $1 00 
bulbs, postpaid for only . 





(‘57 Catalog FREE with this offer) 
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THE HOLY THORN OF GLASTONBURY 


(Crataegus monogyna praecox) 


AVAILABLE TO CONNOISSEURS FOR THE FIRST TIME 


The Legend enveloping this fascinating 
and lovely little tree originated shortly 
after the Crucifixtion. Joseph of Arima- 
thea, a disciple of Christ, on a mission to 
bring Christianity to England, landed at 
Glastonbury on Xmas Day. Praying for a 
miracle to convince the people of his mis- 
sion, he thrust his staff in the ground. It 
burst into bloom. So was established the 
Legend of the Glastonbury Thorn. 





It may bloom in November in the U. S. 
Only two authentic trees are known to 
exist in this country. 

A parchment scroll of the Legend will be 
sent with each tree. The Glastonbury 
Thorn is an attractive and functional tree 
ideally suited to modern home and street 
trends where big trees are not wanted. 


(Growers of Rare Ornamental and 
Functional Street Trees) 


8/10’ straight trees—branched high—fragrant white flowers 
—nice green foliage—20 feet maximum height— $4900 ea. F.O.B. Nursery 


7621 Lewis Road 


Baward Tet, Scanion & B\ ssociatos Olmsted Falls, Ohio 


"The Tailored “Tree Nursery” 


Phone: ADams 5-2357 
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**Roses of Yesterday & Today” 


If you live “hot” your 1957 roses are in the ground. 


You may be wondering if you could use a few more. IT’S 


NOT TOO LATE. Just shorten the tops and keep them 
moist. 

For many of you, March planting is ideal . . . April for the 
colder sections with late freezes. Early May is successful 
also. BUT IT’S TIME TO ORDER! 

Our large collection of rare roses, and the 1957 brochure- 
catalog which illustrates and describes them, have had 
high praise from several leading rosarians, some of whose 
comments you have seen printed herein. Good friend, J. 
Awdry Armstrong, of Armstrong Nurseries, says—the 
catalog is worth the 50c you get for it, even if one had 
no intention of buying a rose’ and adds, characteristically, 
“which heaven forbid.” Besides, you deduct when you or- 
der, so actually you are getting a “free catalog.” 

To the old customers whose annual orders have not yet 
reached us, PLEASE friend, SEND IT NOW for recording, 
while supplies are ample. YOU say when to ship. 

What a BIG little word is NOW! 





WILL TILLOTSON’S ROSES _s§F-4 WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA 











E. SAM HEMMING, nurseryman 
in Easton, Maryland, says: 


“Trees TOW 
faster than 


you think” 


CUSTOMER VISITING A NURSERY 

to buy a shade tree invariably 

will say: “I want the quickest- 
growing tree you have. I won’t live to 
see shade from any other kind.” This is 
unfortunate, for what you gain in 
speed you lose in other qualities, and 
the choicer varieties grow much faster 
than most people realize. Even seri- 
ous gardeners and plantsmen seem 
confused as to the age of trees. 

Judging the age of a tree seems to 
be as difficult as judging the age of a 
woman! Point to a tree with a trunk 
4 feet or more in diameter and ask 
someone how old he thinks the tree 
is. The answers will usually start at a 
hundred years and run much higher. 

Two incidents several years ago 
made me concerned with just how 
fast trees do grow. On one old es- 
tate that dated to colonial times, in 
the Chesapeake Bay country of Mary- 
land, there was an avenue of white 
and red oak trees, with trunks 4 feet 
in diameter. I thought they must be 
quite old and so remarked to the care- 
taker. But he said that the planting 
on the place had all been done by an 
owner some sixty years before. One 
tree in the row had died and had been 
cut off at the stump, which made it 
easy to check, and I counted sixty- 
four rings. 

On another estate of similar age 
there was an avenue of trees of sev- 
eral varieties that had reached old age 
and were dying out, and I remarked 
to the owner about their great age. 
The very kind lady turned to me and 
smiled, saying, “My father planted 
them when I was a little girl.” 

Since then I have been quite inter- 
ested in the age of trees and have tried 
to learn more about how fast they 
grow. I live within ten miles of the 
famed Wye oak, authentically esti- 
mated to be over four hundred years 
old and this I believe the marvelous 
patriarch to be; but aside from one or 
two other white oaks, I know of no 
other trees that lived in colonial 
times. 

Trees, like all other living things, 
have a definite life cycle, with three 
well-defined stages: youth, maturity 
and old age. Trees are not immortal 
but do, under careful practices or 
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when growing under ideal ecological 
conditions, assume a quasi-immortal- 
ity. Once a customer asked me to 
plant a redwood on his Maryland 
property so that someone a thousand 
years hence would thank him. Un- 
fortunately, he would have to trans- 
plant to Maryland all the climatic and 
other conditions found in northern 
California in order to repeat the red- 
wood growth here. Therefore, it is un- 
likely that his tree will last more than 
fifty years. 

Of course, the homeowner can’t 
concern himself with the size of his 
tree fifty or sixty years from now; he 
is interested in the growth and shade 
he will get within a few years. Our 
nursery was started on a bare farm 
just twenty-five years ago and all of 
the trees used to landscape the prop- 
erty are that age or younger. In fact, 
they were raised from seed in that 
tine and were not the five- to ten- 
year-old tree the customer usually 
buys from a nursery. I have carefully 
kept records of the following list of 
trees, which gives a fair representa- 
tion of good types of trees, none of 
them considered really quick grow- 
ers. The trees were measured care- 
fully; the trunk diameter was measured 
well above the bulge at the base, and 
the height with a pocket transit. The 
error shouldn’t be over a foot or two. 
Most of these trees were transplanted 
two or three times, which would check 
them, and with the exception of the 
Chinese chestnut were not given any 
food after planting. In Maryland we 
have a fairly long growing season, yet 
it is certainly not as long as the sea- 
son farther south. 


Name Height Diameter Spread . Age 


(in feet) of trunk (in feet) 
(in inches) 
Pin Oak 55 24 
Pagoda 21 12 
Goldenrain 
Tree 21 
Beech 
Chinese 
Chestnut 
American 
Elm 
Magnolia 
Soulangeana 26 13 
White Birch 45 
American 
Holly 27 8 
Bald Cypress 40 16 21 
Red Maple 58 14 30 
Sweet Gum 40 13 25 
Cunning- 
hamia 
Nordman 
Fir 
Red 
Dogwood 12 7 
Deodar 
Cedar 


36 
27 


25 
20 


12 15 
36 13 42 


20 
22 


38 27 52 27 


36 22 47 23 


20 
14 18 


27 
22 
12 23 
23 
25 
22 
54 30 


22 27 


a4 14 20 28 


27 20 


66 22 36 25 
[CONTINUED ON NEXT Pace] 
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THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
OF ALL SHADE TREES 


THiS = =-™ 


YEAR 


PLANT 


Acer 
Platanoides 
Schwedleri 


FOR SALE AT ALL 
LEADING NURSERIES 
AND GARDEN STORES 


i, 2 °F 4 
= 


— 
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Crimson King is a magnificent speci- 
men tree for large or small gardens. 
Easily distinguished by the glisten- 
ing satiny sheen of its handsome 
dark red foliage, Crimson King is 
the only variety in existence whose 
brilliant color is maintained 
throughout the entire growing 
season. Plant Crimson King this 
post and enjoy its colorful 
auty from early spring until 

late fall. 


Not 
genuine 
without 

this 

tag 


Amazing SPRING PLANTING SALE!* 


iSAVE:: oN 


TREE retene ap at 
dazzling spectac' beauty your gar- 
den; deskins panicles » 
completely cover tree ~~, May. noe 
choice of Japanese Pink or Chinese 


re $789. 4 


2 to 3 ft. grafted trees. 

Regularly $3.75 each. Or- 
der from . 
2 for $5.48 


this ad now 
98¢.. 


and save! 
PAW PAW TREES — 
$130 


uces a Ahn -_ purple flowers. 
18 to 24” 3 for $2.89, 
postpaid. 


GOLDEN RAIN TREES 
Us with t yellow 


ery. . to 24” 
for $2.35. 


HANKOW CORKSCREW WILLOW 
fascinating Cn‘ tree. Grows al- $ 
most. auyybere. 3 to 4 ft.. grade. 


EVERBEARING FIG TREE 
gg A lanting or outdoor cul- 
Bears swe fruit. 2 to 3 ft. trees. 


flowers. 
trees. 2 


z 
% 


HARDY MAGNOLIA SOULANGEANA 
care 3 ft. trees. $245 


ct 


EARLY RED RASPBERRY 
be “. Satoteme. 50 
Save this 
“2s prams Sor only. ee 


(CD FREE SPRING CATALOG 
No C.O.D.’s. Cash & full must accompany al 


Your Name 


$138 


4 a 
trees. for $2. 


2 to 3 years. Sturdy 12 to 18” 
100 for $7.95 postpaid. SO for 


and 2 8 Robi 
(Only 
paid in U.S. 50 


all orders. 
to help pov y merge postage and handling. Sorry, no orders accepted from State of California. 


On First Quality : 


lursery Stock! 


CREEPING cen fe $100 


SB. 
$445 


$437 


AMOOR CORK TREE 
flowers. Pees 


ROSA L.ULTIFLORA JAPONICA 
lorful living fence. Well established in 
os 
STRAWBERRY Pi PLANTS 
half-price sale! 25 Premier 
nson—regular $2. hand wabue. 
pest 


per customer 
plants for yp HP 


one offer 


Include 15% didliti 





| on non-prepaid offers 





Add 








Check off items desired, fill in name and address, and mail this od to: 


THE WHITTEN NURSERIES = 20x 157 


BRIDGMAN, MICHIGAN 


a 
— 





KILL SCALE 


red mite 
aphis 


Y N KD 

RVG ale 
ay and other 

att), "by 


WY insects 


SCALECIDE 


Before new growth starts — your 
trees, shrubs, and ornamentals need a 
real cleaning up to prevent damage 
from overwintering insects. 


Play safe by spraying with Scalecide 
— the Superior Dormant Spray and 
most reliable general clean up spray 
for over 50 years. 


Scalecide kills scale, red mite, 
aphis, bud moth, case bearer and any 
other pest that can be controlled at 
this time by any spray or combina- 
tion of sprays. It gives your trees and 
plants a good clean. start for healthy 
growth. 


Scalecide is easy to use, and eco- 
nomical — one gallon makes 50 gal- 
lons of spray. 1 pint, 95c; 1 qt., $1.39; 
1 gal., $3.25.* Get Scalecide now 
from your seed, hardware or garden 
supply store. If your dealer cannot 
supply you, order direct. 


*Prices slightly higher 
West of Mississippi River 


Use Pratt’s Sprays 
— for Every Need 


Pratt’s Home & Garden Insect Spray 
D-X Insect Spray 
Pratt’s Shot Gun Garden Spray or Dust 
Pratt’s 72% Chlordane for Termites and Ants 
Pratt’s Fruit Tree Spray 
Pratt’s Rose & Floral Spray 
D-X Aero Spray 


Write for free Spray Program 


B. G. PRATT CO. 
197 Twenty First Ave., Paterson, N.J. 





Name Height Diameter Spread Age 
(in feet) of trunk (in feet) 
(in inches) 

Cryptomeria 

japonica 50 20 24 26 
Japanese 

Weeping 

Cherry 24 20 33 20 
Loblolly 

Pine 54 15 27 20 
Cryptomeria 

Lobbi 45 13 
Japanese 
Yew 12 8 20 20 
American 

Arbor-vitae 30 10 12 25 
Kadsura 

Tree 33 12 20 22 
Longleaf 

Pine 36 10 12 18 


18 22 


In twenty-five years the deciduous 
trees that reached the greatest height 
were the pin oak, 55 feet; red maple, 
58 feet; white birch, 45 feet; bald cy- 
press, 40 feet; and sweet gum, 40 feet. 
The tree with the largest trunk dia- 
meter was the Chinese chestnut, with 
a 27-inch trunk. It also had the great- 
est spread of limbs, closely followed 
by the beech, 42 feet, and the elm, 47 
feet. Other deciduous trees with large 
trunk diameters were pin oak, 24 
inches; elm, 22 inches; and bald cy- 
press, 16 inches. 

The evergreen trees tend to grow 
taller than deciduous trees and have 
trunks as large, but their spread is 
generally less. The tallest tree of all 
is a deodar cedar, 66 feet in 25 years, 
followed by: Cryptomeria japonica, 50 


N 
ivy) \y} 
Why 
a mcnal 


feet; Cryptomeria Lobbi, 45 feet; 
Cunninghamia lanceolata, 54 feet; and 
loblolly pine, 54 feet. That king of 
evergreen trees, the Nordman fir, grew 
to be a mere modest 34 feet. The 
trunk diameters are quite impressive, 
too. The deodar cedar is 22 inches; 
Cryptomeria japonica, 20 inches; the 
Cunningham with a multiple trunk, 30 
inches; and one of the loblolly pines 
(not the one 54 feet high), 20 inches. 

Since the ranch-house style of archi- 
tecture has grown so popular there has 
been created a need for a miniature 
type of tree, so I have included growth 
records on some of these. 

The pagoda-tree (Sophora japonica) 
grew to a height of 21 feet with a 








Rare Trees 


For those who wont something unusual. 
Every one a “conversation piece.’ Postpaid. 


DAWN REDWOOD (Metasequoia) 
3 to 4 feet $13.50 
MEDLAR (Mespilus) 
1 year grafts ; ne 3.30 
“WATERLILY” Magnolia 
12 to 15 inches (pot) Pee 4.40 
CORNUS KOUSA CHINENSIS 
Os ogwood) 
o4 feet 6.50 
pinata JUL. ROSEA (Hardy Mimosa) 
4 feet 6.00 
STEwAgTIA PSEUDOCAMELLIA ane 
eet . 
prEnosTy max (Epaulette tree) 
to 18 inches : 2.75 
FRANKLIN yous (Franklinia) 
7.70 
svmevocus PANICULATA 
to 15 inches 2.00 
aden TREE (Davidia tnvolucrata) 
2 to 3 feet 18.50 


Complete catalog on request, price 10¢ 
(50¢ west of the Rockies) 


KELSEY 


NURSERY SERVICE 


Dept. F-2, Highlands, N. J. 


























Ideal for beets gardens, require little space, full 
sized fruit, begin fruiting 2nd or 3rd year. Enjoy 
delicious fruit from your own trees. We have dwarf 
peach, apple, pear and new North Star cherry. Also 
new grapes, berries, nut trees, fruit trees, bive- 
berries, strawberries, shade and ornamental trees. 
Miller’s color catalog FREE. 


J. £. MILLER NURSERIES 


543 W. Lake Rd., Canandaigua, N. Y. 





THE HOME OF RARE TREES 


Pseudolarix Chin. Golden Larch 2’-3’ $10.00 
Picea Pungens Glauca Globosa 12”-15” 30.00 
OTHER RARE TREES 


BRIMFIELD GARDENS NURSERY 


245 Brimfield Road Wethersfield, Conn. 








FOR A LIFE- 


YEW TIME OF BEAUTY 


Voted the best evergreen by the 

American Nurserymen’s Association 

HATFIELD YEW —Upright, compact, cy green 

HICKS YEW—Best Evergreen for 

SPREADING YEW—Margin of Tentinen 

$1.75 per 10 $16.00 per 100 
Well Rooted — Easily Grown . 

Not less than 10 of each variety. Orders of 

$3,50 or over Postpaid. Orders under $3.50 

add 25¢. 








Write for complete list which includes older stock, >$ 
Rhododendrons and Azaleas. Directions with 
every order. No C.O.D. 


PINE GARDENS 


49 Pine Avenue Milton 86, Mass. 
Specialists in Yews for over 35 years 
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trunk of 12 inches, and the golden- 
rain tree (Koelreuteria japonica) 
also grew 21 feet high with a 12-inch 
trunk. The Japanese weeping cherry 
grew larger than would be expected; 
the height was 24 feet and the trunk 
20 inches in diameter. The columnar 
kadsura-tree (Ceridiphyllum japoni- 
cum) grew 33 feet high and had a 12- 
inch trunk. The baby of them all is the 
red-flowering dogwood, only 12 feet 
high with a 7-inch trunk. 

Three of the evergreens are slow 
growing yet even they reached sur- 
prising proportions. The American 
holly grew 27 feet high with an 8- 
inch trunk. The American arbor-vitae 
is no longer considered a_ suitable 
foundation plant but when allowed to 
grow freely it reached a height of 30 
feet with a trunk of 10 inches. Sur- 
prising was the growth of the Japanese 
yew which reached 12 feet in height 
with a spread of at least 20 feet, mak- 
ing its use as a foundation plant cer- 
tainly questionable. 

It is true that the average home- 
owner doesn’t wish to wait twenty-five 
years for a tree to grow and make 
some shade, but these trees have been 
a respectable size for a number of 
years now. The first two years after 
a tree has been planted on the home- 
owner’s property, when it is becoming 
slowly established, is unfortunately the 
period when the homeowner is most 
conscious of its growth. 

In the list I have included none of 
the quick-growing trees such as the 
soft maple and the willows, for we 
have none of these in our nursery. In 
that length of time a silver maple 
could grow larger than any in the list 
if a storm didn’t get it first. I know 
of several weeping willows that I’ve 
planted in the last twenty-five years 
that have produced 30- to 36-inch 
trunks and died in that time. 

Trees grow much faster than you 
realize, so plant durable varieties.® 





Free Program Aids for 
Garden Club Officers 


e FLOWER GROWER will send free 
of charge to garden club officers 
copies of three booklets: 

Books for Gardeners, a list of 
1955 titles, plus worthwhile basic 
books of other years. 

Books for Gardeners, a list of 
1956 titles, plus good books of 
other years. 

Films for Gardeners, a selection 
of motion pictures on gardening 
available to garden clubs and 
groups. 

To receive copies of the above- 
mentioned pamphlets write to: 
FLOWER GROWER, Dept. Garden 
Clubs Aids, 2049 Grand Central 
Terminal Building, New York 17, 
New York. 
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of thousands of Henry Field Hybrid Elms 
now growing throughout the United States. 


Henry Field’s HYBRID ELM 


Fastest Growing Tree in soa U.S.A. 
Often Grows 8 to 14 ft. per Year 


If you want shade in a hurry, yet 
want a tree that is hardy, long-lived 
and hard-wooded, Henry Field’s Hybrid 
Elm is the tree for you. It grows 
faster than any other tree in the United 
States, bar none—even faster than the 
soft-wooded, short-lived poplar. It com- 
bines the permanence and beauty of 
the American Elm with the rapid 
ponte of the Chinese Elm; has all the 

— of both, but none of 
- oe 


Extra Hardy—Grows Anywhere 
Henry Field's Hybrid Elm thrives in 
any type soil, and keeps right on grow- 
ing in weather hot or cold, wet or dry. 
The leaves are large and dark green; 
the branches straight and strong, with 
great resistance to breakage from high 
winds, ice, and snow. 
11-Year Record of Disease 
Resistance 
And apparently Henry Field’s 

















Susan was 3 when this Henry Field Hy- 
brid Elm was planted. When she was 5; 
the tree was over 25 feet 


Supply Limited—Order Now 
Due to limited production and hea- 
vy demand, we are compelled to limit 
orders to 6 trees per individual. City 
Park Commissions and Institutions 
planning beautification programs 
will be given special considera- 
tion if they order on letterhead. 
4 to 5-foot size, $3.39 each, 

postpaid to your door. 


peceess “For Over 61 Years”s 

















Hybrid Elm is immune to elm [& Henry Field Seed and Nursery Co., 
diseases. We have sold several § 959 Oak St., Shenandoah, lows. 
hundred thousand during the past §  pPiease send me_______Henry Field Hybrid Elms, 
ten years, and to date know of not § 4 to 5-ft. size, at $3.39 each postpaid to my door. 
one case of loss from the elm 4 s 
diseases. m ve H t enclose 
pproved by 
Park Commissions G NAME 

Many City Park Commissions & 
that have prohibited the planting & ST. or RT 
of vulnerable common elms en- & 
thusiastically approve the planting @ city STATE 
a Henry Field’s Hybrid Elm. : —- aipeed at proper planting time; backed 
eG OS sD ane GD aD a ED Ee Een en ase our regu money - catalog gvarantee. 


Catalog No. A4234N) 














CHRYSANTHEMUM 
CATALOG 


Write for our most 
complete colorfully 
illustrated 52 Pegs 
catalog Meties 600 
varieties of Prize- 
Winni Chrysanthe- 
mums including new 
outstanding introduc- 
tions and imports. 


SUNNYSLOPE GARDENS 


8645 Huntington Drive San Gabriel, Calif. 


Merit Dahlias to 
watch in 1957 


AST MONTH we brought you the first 

part of a list of dahlias that have 
won the Certificate of Merit of the 
American Dahlia Society. The report 
is consolidated from information gathered 
at the five Trial Gardens of the Society. 
The following dahlias complete the list 
of winners. 


INYON, Incurved. Wonderful bron 

eee 
MARY PALMOUR, Incurved. Large rosy purple. 
MRS. HERBERT LEGG, English Inc. White suffused 

mauve. 
YELLOW GLOW, Standard Hardy. Clear lemon 

yellow. 
YOUTH, Spider. Very large white. 
BLEND SPOON, Hardy. Yellow shaded r 
EARLY CRIMSON, Small Dec. Hardy. Cardinal, lighter 

reverse. 
LEE POWELL, Dec. Hardy. Fluffy Empire yellow. 
Coll. P—1 rt, each of —¥ 8 varieties. 

Value $6.70, for $5.00 
Coll. P—2 rooted cuttings of each of above 8 varieties, 
Shipped | + meting eal be ial Handi 
i at planting time, Pos: andli: 
Our 1957 f y yw 'Dahile susslon devotes aus 
pages to Chrysanthemums for your Garden and lists 
over 600 of the newest and best in Dahlias, includ- 
ing full Cultural Instructions. 
Catalog on request 


W. W. MAYTROTT, 
DAHLIADEL Box 24, Vineland, N. J. 














(Continued from February) 
AFRICAN VIOLET 
Lemon Ice-—A bi-colored informal 


decorative, each petal having a broad 
white stripe down the center with both 
edges canary yellow. Size ranges up 
to 7% by 5 inches. Bloom position 
good. Early and continuous bloomer. 
Originator: Dudley, Introducer: Dahl- 
iadell. Score: Farmingdale 85.7. 


AS SILVER DOLLARS. PERFECT FOR ALL HOUSE 
fuses, 64 atfhoors snans) 0100. 2 18s, $225. 
SCIENCE PRODUCTS CO., INC., Dept. F-37 /,7 
1238 EAST 63rd ST. ‘CHICAGO 37, Ut. 








FREE! 


GIFTS—BONUS 
and PREMIUMS 
with every order 


Write For Our New Exciting 


TALS «a DAYLILY 


CATALOGUE — LOWEST PRICES 
PRIZE WINNING QUALITY 
WORLD FAMOUS VARIETIES 


Milliken Gardens fonona, cau, 


(M. OLIVER FLOWER FARMS) 











330,000 families benefit from 
Flower Grower's helpful hints 











FOR HOUSE PLANTS 


ew 
"‘BACCTO 


POTTING SOIL 


Ideal for house 
plants, window 
boxes, terraces,gar- 
dens. Enriched, sci- 
entifically processed, 
complete.Amazingly 
low priced at hard- 
ware,chain,depart- 
ment and garden 
stores. 





Lois Lundgren—lInformal decora- 
tive blooms measure 10 by 5 inches 
and are lilac purple with small white 
tips, most blooms being bi-colored. 
Plants grow to a height of about 5 feet. 
Originator: Lundgren, Introducer: un- 
known. Score: Oakland 85. 

Melisande—As a formal decorative 
in the purple medium class, this one 
has almost no competition on the show 
table. Beetroot purple blooms up to 
8 by 6 inches are held part facing on 
long, strong stems. Plants are 3 to 342 
feet in height. Originator and Intro- 
ducer: Comstock. Scores: Cincinnati 
85, Oakland 85. 

Miss Mollie—A miniature semi- 
cactus. Back petals are peony purple, 
center petals are light Persian rose 
shading lighter to the tips. A sugges- 
tion of white tips. When plants are in 
full bloom size is about 34% by 1% 
inches. Early blooms will be over 4 
inches with a good depth. Foliage 
small and lace-like. Plants about 4% 
feet in height. Early and _ prolific. 
Originator: Eddins, Introducer: Rusch- 
mohr. Scores: Farmingdale 85, Oak- 
land 87. 

Morning Light—A medium-sized 
semi-cactus (sometimes close to the in- 
formal decorative) in the lavender 
class. Size ranges up to 742 by 5 
inches. Blooms are freely borne on 
plants from 4 to 6 feet tall. Color is 
amaranth rose. Originator: Merrin, 
Introducer: Ruschmohr. Score: Farm- 
ingdale 85. 

Elsie B.—A light blend of rose pink 
with the center petals white with tints 
of the same rose pink shown in the 
outer petals. Semi-cactus blooms 10 
by 5% inches are held half facing on 
strong stems of the proper length. A 
most attractive flower. Originator: 
Brach, Introducer: Ruschmohr. Score: 
Farmingdale 85.4. 

Niba—Incurved cactus up to 8 by 


DAHLIAS 


Hundreds of varieties, 60 show.) in full natural color 
in world’s most beautiful dahlia catalog. Ready now. 
Send 25¢ for your copy. (May be deducted from 
first order). 


FINE DAHLIAS SINCE 1927 
Box 901 F 


SWAN ISLAND DAHLIAS <.22,°2.! 
DAHLIAS - DAHLIAS 


WORLDS SENSATIONAL DAHLIA OFFER 
1 root of each, “HILL’S PINK SUPREME pink, and 
GOLDEN T TREASURE” golden. Send only $1.00 for 
this giant special offer “postpaid, 3 $1 75 value, to- 
gether with our 1957 finest 
dahlias, our new plastic label, plant bands and other 
supplies, CATALOGUE FRE 


HILL DAMA NURSERIES 
191 Welch Ave. Battie Creek, Mich. 


Water Lilies 
FREE CATALOG 


Hardy and tropical Lilies listed. Complete in- 
structions for building, planting, and care of 


pool. 
VAN NESS WATER GARDENS 
Rt #1, Box Upland, Calif. 
(Closed Sundays) 























E a satisfied coupon clipper. 
FLOWER GROWER advertisers offer 
help and specialized information to 
Watch the ads, clip 
the coupons every month for better 
ways to a more beautiful garden. 


home gardeners. 

















AT BARGAIN PRICES 


Best varieties. Also Dwarf Fruit 
Trees; 5 in 1 Apple Trees; Pear, 
Peach and Cherry Trees; Apri- ’ 
cots; Blueberries; Strawberries: 
Raspberries: Shrubs: Roses; Nut 
Trees; Evergreens; Shade Trees. 


ZILKE BROS. NURSERY 
BOX 205 BARODA, MICHIGAN 


FLOWER GROWER 





S 722 BARGAINS 


EXCEPTIONAL SPRING VALUES 


We Proudly  —g the * 


Crops" 


speciolist, 


‘Cream of the World's 
! Each item an 
ond offered directly to you at these 





amazingly low prices. All bulbs and plants guar- 
onteed to be blooming size, to arrive in good con- 


dition, 


shipped ot proper 


ond to mg - a respect All-stock 
anting 


The large, highly 
variegated, elmost 
tronsporent leaves 
of these vunusvol 
tropical plonts will 
brighten any shady 
border, porch box, 
or room Assorted 
colors 


These imported tubers $ 
will produce o mass of 
trumpet-shaped blooms 
either indoors or in the 
gorden. A wide selec- 
tion of mixed colors 


3 PEONY Roots 


Probably the most popu- 
lor of olf perennials 
These lorgée roots ore 
produced by on expert. 
Assorted pink, red, and 
white. 


One of the earliest flow- S 00 


ering perennials, the 
delicote pink, heort- 
shaped flowers are ideo! 
for borders or rock 
gordens 


Everblooming, pure q 
white, wox-like flowers. 
Easily grown, they will 
fill your garden or room 
with’ the fragronce of 
oronge-blossoms 


THER $1 BARGAINS 


Achimenes. Assorted Colors 
Alstroemeria. Peruvian Lily 3 
A Wind Fi Mixed colors $1 
Astibe. Perennial Fas $1 
Black-Throated Callas 
Elephant Ears. C. Esculen 
Cooperia. Rain or a 
Crinum. Giant Lily-like fewer 

nm Mums. lo 
Curcuma. Indian Ginger Lily 
Funkio Variegata. Plention —~p 





Eucharis A 
Hemerocallis. Daylily. 

Incarvillea. Hardy 

Montbretias. Assorted colors 

Nerine. Rose. Fall blooming Amarylilid. 3 
Pachysandra. Fine ground cover $1 
Phiox. Assorted colors $1 
Ranunculus. Asiatic Rose. Mixed colors $1 
Strelitzia. adise 

Tigridia. Me 





UNUSUAL DOUBLE BEGONIAS 
Hanging Basket Type. Mixed colors.. $1 
Carnation- Cte hy = Mixed colors $1 
Lilliput (Miniature) Type. Mixed. 1 
Dazzling Two-Tone Type. Mixed colors $1 
Dainty Rosebud Type. (Bouton de Rose) $1 


ISMENES (Peruvian Daffodils) 


Calathina. White — like blooms. $1 
Pancratium. Like above, but Iater. 
Hymenocollis. White Spider Lily 


LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY 


6 Extra Selected Pips for Forcing 


12 


MARCH 


10 
4 

50 
2 
2 
+ 
5 
2 
Cushio 
2 
1 
2 
2 

50 
1 
4 
3 
0 
1 
2 
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Smaller Pips for Outdoor Planting. . 
1957 


Any 6 Speci 


Any 12 Specials 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, INC. 
Enclosed find $ 


NAME 


als 


8) :34,40 


US BEG 


$19” Postpaid 


Double- gg “0 $ 00 


camellig - 
Aristocrats of the 
shade - loving 
plonts. Striking 
green leaves— 
forge double 
flowers. A “must” 
for every garden 
Assorted colors 


12” stems 

dainty, orchid- 
shaped mavve 
flowers. “4 ~ 


semi-shade. Ex- 
cellent for rock 
gardens. 


7 REGALE LILIES 
1~ 
eee 


A LILIES 


America’s favorite gor- 
den lily. Fragrant, per- 
fectly hordy, ond o 
profuse bloomer. Lorge 
white trumpets on toll 
stems; buds ore suffused 
red before opening 


4 AURATUN 


The “Goid Bonded-lily.” 
A prominent gold band 
on its petols gives this 
np + Be ea its 
nome. from 


A truly hordy “tester” $ 00 


lily! Attroctive folioge, 
groced with exception. 
ally large, pure white 
blooms. Excellent for cut- 
ting, os well as outdoors 


many outstending vorie- 
ties. The 

torge flowering vorieties 
will be found in thi 
choice mixture. Assorted 
colors 


Connos ore os excep- 
tional for the beauty of 
their enormous leoves os 
for the striking colors of 
their large flower clus- 
ters. Assorted colors. 


Lucky Four Lec 
Clover. Dainty 
pink flowers 
bloom profusely 
oll summer 
Dwarf. idea! for 
rock gardens jpots 


(Galtonia,) Grow 
S f. toll, Beor 
great, loose spikes 
of wary white 
flowers. Very strik- 
ing ond vnvsvol. 


D a A cream- 
white Ao wers, with 5 00 
@ splash of choco- 
os in the throot, 
ond a sweet frog- 
ronce. 
Handle some o1 
gladiolus. 
3 Hardy AMARYLLIS Bulbs 


Amoryllis Holli (Ly- 
coris Squomigera). 
“Magic lily of Jo- 
pon.” in late Spring 
foliege —* 
ond a spike 
lavender owe 
springs, like magic, 
from the ground 
Hordy. 


Exotic pink lilies from 00 
Japon. The groceful re- 

m flexed petals make them 
involveble for we in 
corsoges, ond ortistic 


floral arrangements 
Hordy. 


LILIES 


$¥g00 
r 


7 TIGER 


Attractive, lorge orange 
flowers with reflexed 
petols. An exceptionolly 
3 vigorous, hordy stroin 
imported from rotland 


3 CALLA LILIES 
on oe be trons- is 


planted ovidoors for 

fh exceptional beouty 
round pools, rock gor- 
dens, etc. We'll ship | 
Yellow, | White, ond 
1 Pink. 


6 DAHLIA Tubers 


These ore the lores. 00 
decorative type. Six dif- 
ferent colors ore repre- 
sented—oll show varie- 
ties. One variety clone 
normolly sells for the 
price osked for oll six 


3 Hybrid AMARYLLIS Bulbs 


The Mead Strain of 00 
Giont American Hybrids. 

They con be grown in- 

doors or outdoors, but 

should be lifted in the 

Fol. Assorted shades. 





ORDER BY MAIL TODAY 





Please send me the bargains | have checked above. 
Remember, you can SAVE even more by ordering any 6 specials for 
only $5.00 postpaid, or any 12 specials for only $10.00 postpaid. 


Please add 25¢ for postage and packing if order is under $5.00. All merchandise will be 
shipped at proper planting time. Sorry, NO C.O.D.’s. 


24400 DRAKE ROAD 
FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 





ADDRESS 
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NUTRO 


"20" °9°° DET ETO 


America's Finest 
Lawn and Garden Plant Food 


Clean and easy to apply 


Nutro Plant Food Pellets are clean and dustless—the easiest-to-apply 






S 








PLANT FOOD lawn fertilizer. By hand or with a plant food applicator, Nutro applies 
PELLETS e with ease. 
Efficient 


Nutro’s pellet form makes it more efficient and longer lasting. Nutro 
ls your plants completely, with only half the amount required of 
most regular fertilizers. 


Contains MN (Micro-Nutrients) 
Nothing has been spared to make Nutro the most nutritionally perfect 
lawn and garden plant food in America. Micro-Nutrients, like vitamins 
in your diet, often are the difference in plants between vigorous growth 


Write for a and poor health. 
FREE SAMPLE 
to the Avoid annoying dust and odor. Be modern—use Nutro. You'll be pleased 
Smith-Douglass Co., Inc., with the way your lawn, flowers, vegetables, trees and shrubs respond 
Norfolk 1, Va. after the first application. 


USE NUTRO. . CLEANER AND EASIER TO APPLY. 


NEW BEAUTY FOR YOUR FLOWERS! 


«res WHEE” BLANT-STAND 


Easier care . 











MINIATURE ROSES 4 

PLANTED N > ot 
Make fascinating pinky Piants 22 
i . . more light and 
air! Your African Violets or 
other flowers are never crowded, 
always beautiful, in this charm- 
ing 36 ineh all-steel stand. 


WHITE, PATENTED VARIETIES — 
50 Ppd. Wheel revolves so all 12 plants 


Any 3 for $4 














or $4.95 by air are always upright and visible. 

Special pon compound and instructions included. aie oa = 
Send for complete Miniature Rose list. WRITE FOR FREE CIRCULAR 
JOHN THUMB csp Regn 
BOX _133-F6 STANDARD EQUIPMENT CO., Dept. F-10C, BEL AIR, MD. 








BEAUTIFUL WEED-FREE MEYER-2-52 
(AUD A) 0 EN By 


WITH FAR LESS WORK! 


NO SPECIAL 
TooLs 
NEEDED 


















JA YER YONE admires and wants Zoysia, the 

* 3 us hardy wonder grass developed by U.S. Dept. 
of Agriculture research. 

Zoysia’s dense rug-like turf chokes out weeds 


@ CHOKES OUT 
WEEDS and crabgrass permanently, saves many hours of 


@ DROUGHT weeding and mowing each year. 
RESISTANT Zoysia saves days and days of work each season 
@ GROWS IN —fewer hours of watering. Zoysia defies wear of 
POOREST children’s play—it’s tough but beautiful. 
sorts Begin now to beautify your home and enjoy the 
@ STAYS GREEN satisfaction of a gorgeous lawn with Beck’s economi- 
HB ad cal Zoysia turf. NO NEED TO REMOVE YOUR 


OLD LAWN—2Zoysia chokes out the weaker grasses. 


rurr square $995 


Size #324 — Makes 324 2” square —- 
plugs — guaranteed to grow. 





How To Order 


Order a Turf Square for 
every 324 Sq. Ft. of 
Lawn you want to cover. 











Order by Mail today — Literature Free -- Dealer inquiries invited 
OLDEST ZOYSIA COMPANY IN U.S. 


zo YSIA COMPANY 


Auburn, Alabama J) 
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5 inches. Profuse bloomer with good 
form and substance. Color is delft 
rose with a brick red suffusion. Plants 
about 3% feet in height. Originator 
and Introducer: Bruidegom. Score: 
Oakland 85. 

Mahogany—A dark red informal 
decorative growing up to 11 by 5% 
inches on strong stems 7 to 9 inches 
long. Plant height about 4 feet. Color 
is cardinal red with shadings of chrys- 
anthemum crimson. Originator and 
Introducer: Pennypack Gardens. 
Scores: Atlanta 85, Cincinnati 85, 
East Lansing 85. 

Nina Gerhardt—Dark red blooms 
(petals curling to show gold reverse) 
make this a most attractive. flower. 
Size ranges up to 9% by 4% inches 
on stems 8 to 10 inches long which 
hold the blooms half facing. Atlanta 
reports this one as informal decorative; 
Farmingdale reports it as a semi- 


cactus. Plant height is about 5 feet. 
Originator: Shepard. Introducer: 
Ruschmohr. Scores: Atlanta 85, 


Farmingdale 86.1. 

Piedmont Jewel—A deep lavender 
semi-cactus with blooms 7 by 4% 
inches on plants 4 feet tall. Good 
stems and foliage. Early and prolific 


with centers holding until frost. Orig- 
inator: Faust. Introducer: Rocky 
River. Score: Atlanta 85. 


Prince Charming—A miniature in- 
formal decorative with blooms 3 by 1 
inch. Color is autumn at the outer 
edges of the petals blending to lemon 
yellow at the base. Profuse bloomer 
with good stems and foliage. Low 
plants, about 22 feet. Originator: 
Lamotte. Introducer: Rocky River. 
Score: Atlanta 85. 

Rosa Lene—A ‘lavender incurved 
cactus growing up to 8 by 5 inches. 
Color is mallow purple suffused cycla- 
men purple. Plants are about 4 feet 
tall. Profuse bloomer with ample sub- 
stance. Originator: Barrett. Intro- 
ducer: Rocky River. Scores: Cincin- 
nati 85, Oakland 85. 

228-9/14—A deep purple semi- 
cactus with a diameter between 7 and 
9 inches and a depth of from 4% to 
6 inches. Strong straight stems 9 to 
13 inches long. Health and florifer- 
ousness excellent. Introducer: Dahlia- 
dell. Score: East Lansing: 85.® 





FLOWER GROWER 











New BLEEDING HEART 


Bountiful. From thousands 
of seedlings, this dazzling 
new star was discovered right 
here at Wayside. It’s the finest 
“Bleeding Heart’’ ever cre- 
ated. Blooms perpetually all 
summer, reaching its peak in 
May and Sept., when 30 to 40 
brilliant, fuchsia-red flower 
stalks bloom on a single plant. 
Sturdy plants with feathery, 
dark, blue-green foliage are 
hardy and easy to grow. 
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New FORSYTHIA 


A sparkling, new, gold-flowered Forsythia 
that is certain to replace all other deep yel- 
lows. Erect branches are completely covered 
with golden, yellow blossoms from top to 
bottom. Larger, fuller flowers of unusual sub- 
stance bloom pote. unmindful of bad 
weather. Superb for cutting and flowering 
indoors during winter months. 


New BUDDLEIA 


Hever Castle. A very beautiful and com- 

pletely distinct version of the popular 

q ‘Butterfly Bush”. Originated at Hever Castle, 

residence of Lord and Lady Astor, it won the Reginald 

Cory Memorial Cup for best hardy shrub of the year. 

In June and July, this bushy, dense shrub is covered 

with deliciously fragrant, globe-shaped, lavender blos- 

som clusters. Withstands below zero temperatures. Does 
not die back. Patent applied for. 


New CARYOPTERIS 


Heavenly Blue. Graceful new 
shrub that satisfies the desire 
for blue, a very rare and de- 
sirable color, especially in the 
autumn gafden. Upright in 
growth, mature shrubs are 15” 
wide and 24” tall, and produce 
30 or more exquisite, deep 
blue flower spikes on a single 
plant. Heavenly Blue is a new 
dark blue form of Caryopteris, 
Blue Mist another exclusive 
Wayside introduction. 


New DWARF CANNAS 


First truly dwarf Cannas to date. 

Wilhelm Pfitzer, famous Sana hybridi 
summer long, compact plants 

flower clusters in lovely; soft pastel shades. Seun- 
ning in tubs for porch, terrace or roof 
decoration since they grow only 214 to 3 ft. tall. 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy of America’s favorite catalog, please enclose 50¢, coin —_ world’s finest garden subjects . . . prize-winning roses, flowering shrubs, 
or stamps, to cover mailing and handling costs of this heavy book. It ornamental trees, rare bulbs and hardy “Pedigreed” plants that have 
has no equal. . . . Almost 200 pages, with hundreds of true-color illus- been grown and rigidly tested in America’s most carefully supervised 
trations and helpful cultural directions. It features over 1800 of the nursery. Send for your copy of this outstanding catalog today. 
SPRING FALL 
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Spring cleaning 


prepares a garden 


for a bright summer 


by MONTAGUE FREE 








Before: If trimmed last fall this ivy 
ground cover would not have killed the 
grass. Note common box which, like 
privet hedges and foundation plantings, 
needs shaping up for a trim appearance. 

















After: Brought under control with hedge 
shears, both ivy and box look fresh 
and crisp. Leaves and debris have been 
raked away; the planting bed has been 
edged with the sod-cutter (center). 


Trees and shrubs may be shared by judicious pruning 





Before: One of the charms of a gray 
birch is its habit of forming a cluster 
of trunks. Seemingly, this one started 
out as an exception, then went to 
the other extreme and sent up too many. 
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After: In pruning, two strong shoots 
were saved; the lowest branches on the 
main trunk were removed to give shoots 
room to grow. One more shoot might 
have been saved, in case trunk dies, 


Spring fitting of the rose 









1—The first step is to cut off 
all dead wood and any stems 
which have “cankers.” These 
appear as discolored, depressed 
areas, usually on heaviest canes. 






om 


In the perennial border make 
f 








Clean-up begins with the re- 
moval of all those branches that 
supported plants during the pre- 
vious season. Save sound ones 
to use again during the summer. 














Gently rake away cut stems and 
leaves so as not to disturb 
any plants which are already 
breaking ground. Then begins 
pleasurable job of edging bed. 






















2—Spindling shoots are removed and the 
strong canes are cut back to sound wood. 
A dead snag is being sawed off with 
a double-edged saw—dangerous to use 
because it may injure other canes. 


consists of pruning, fertilizing, edging the beds 





3—Keep a watchful eye and remove any 
shoots that originate from the under- 
stock. Here soil has been dug away 
so that an undesirable shoot can be 
cleanly severed from the understock. 








Hedge shears are handy for cutting off 
dead foliage of plants such as Siberian 
iris. This should be done _ before 
new shoots appear. Non-diseased tops 
may be placed on the compost pile. 


Pruning shears are best for cutting off 
tough herbaceous plants such as chrysan- 
themums. In most cases, sever the 
stems close to the ground. Note clump 
of crocus heralding the spring season. 





A taut guide line is stretched so the 
border edge can be “trued-up” with the 


aid of a spade or sod-cutter. Pieces 
of sod are saved to fill in lawn areas 
killed by plants spilling over border. 


Fill-in sods (2 inches thick) are then 
spanked in place with the back of 
a spade or a tamper to establish cap- 
illarity with the soil and to make the 
patch conform to the lawn’s contour. 








4—After pruning, soil is leveled, and 
fertilizer, such as 4-12-4 or thereabouts, 
is worked into surface with a rake or 
potato hook. For more about rose prun- 
ing, see your February FLOweR GROWER. 





crowded the 


Lifting perennials that 
border the past year, and separating and 
moving them to more open areas can, 
in many cases, be done now. Here a 
chrysanthemum is being carefully dug. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY MONTAGUE FREE 
AS , 





The promise of summer beauty is evi- 
dent as the spring clean-up nears its 
final stage. The back edge of the border 
awaits grooming, and a general-purpose 
fertilizer must yet be raked into soil. 


For more tips on spring garden care, please turn page 
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Flower Grower’s regional garden editors present 
aa L Pp 


Timely gardening reminders 


West Coast 
Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 
(California) 


of the Cascades in the Pacific 

Northwest. Over towards the 
coast, particularly in the Puget Sound 
area, fruit trees are breaking out in 
full blossom. 

As you travel south, down into Cali- 
fornia and Arizona, azaleas and ca- 
mellias are in flower along with scores 
of other spring-flowering items—proof 
that the 1957 gardening season is in- 
deed underway. 

On those good days when the 
weather and soil conditions permit, 
you have a chance to perform many 
jobs before the busiest season of all is 
about to get into full swing. It’s a 
good idea to set up a priority system. 
Go easy, for example, on sowing seeds 
so that there will be more time to get 
the dormant spraying, planting and 
pruning jobs done while the time is 
right. Prepare a check list of the 
important things to be done and put 
those at the top for which time is 
running out. 

Dormant spraying of roses should 
be done after pruning, provided there 
is no new tender foliage. In the 
Northwest this job may not be done 
for another 4 to 8 weeks, depending 
on local weather conditions. The im- 
portant thing is to get the spray on 
thoroughly—in the crevices of the 
bark, all over the branches, and even 
on the ground at the base of the 
bushes. This may sound like a waste 
of good spray materials, but veteran 
spray men know that this system pays 
off handsomely. Dormant spray has 
to be applied to deciduous plants be- 
fore new growth starts. 

Set out bare root plants just as 
soon as possible. These include de- 
ciduous shrubs, roses, ornamental and 
fruit trees, bush berries, grapes, rhu- 
barb, artichoke and divisions of such 
stalwart perennials as gerbera, peren- 
nial phlox and Shasta daisy. The trick 
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NOW IS STILL ON THE GROUND east 





PHOTOGRAPHS BY REBHAN 


An overgrown climbing rose presents an 
untidy appearance and few flowers. It 
is easier to prune after leaves fall. 





Prune back older canes leaving several 


strong, well-spaced canes. Cut back 
any laterals too, from 4 to 12 inches. 


is to get them planted while they are 
completely dormant. It takes only a 
few days of warm weather to bring on 
a growth of fine new roots while these 
items are still stored in the bins of 
sawdust or chips at the garden centers. 
Young as they are, these root systems 
can be seriously damaged in planting 
and this means a slowdown of growth. 
The word of the month again—hurry, 
hurry, hurry! 

Give top priority to pruning. Fruit 
trees that were not pruned last month 
should be cared for immediately. If 
the subject of pruning seems mystify- 
ing to you, check your dealer for 
free pamphlets on the subject, read 
FLOWER GROWER and check books in 
your local library. Don’t be afraid to 
ask for practical advice from the nurs- 
erymen. 

Rose pruning in [SEE Pace 76] 


- 


Southern 
Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 
(Meridian, Mississippi) 


the Southeastern Bulb Conference 

held in Atlanta late last fall, and 
“we can anticipate a much _ heavier 
planting of these bulbs in the South. 
On the conference program, in which 
I had a part, were some eminent hor- 
ticulturists: Charles J. Hudson, Jr., 
president of the Men’s Garden Clubs 
of America; Dr. S. L. Emsweller, head 
of the Ornamental Plant Section, U.S. 
Plant Breeding Station, Beltsville, 
Maryland; and Dr. D. L. Gill of the 
Coastal Plains Experiment Station, 
Tifton, Georgia. Dr. Gill will be re- 
membered for his association with Dr. 
Cynthia Westcott at Spring Hill, Ala- 
bama. Through their work a remedy 
for azalea petal blight was developed. 

Getting bloom from tulips in the 
middle South is not difficult the first 
year, and fair bloom may be had 
farther South by pre-cooling the bulbs 
for several weeks before planting. Our 
main trouble down here is that the 
large bulbs divide into many smaller 
ones—so small that few of them bloom 
the second year and practically none 
the third year. Extensive tests are now 
under way in these warmer areas to 
determine if there is any way to handle 
the bulbs that will insure their bloom- 
ing year after year as they do in the 
colder sections. 

William Burgin, who lives near 
Starkville, Mississippi, about 200 miles 
from the Gulf Coast, grows 30,000 
tulips and is having remarkable success 
in getting a succession of bloom from 
year to year—something a bit unusual 
in his latitude. He thinks that in the 
South much depends on the size of the 
bulbs and the depth at which they are 
planted. In his experience the extra- 
large bulbs so much sought after by 
gardeners in the colder areas will, after 
blooming, invariably split into several 
small ones—too small to give good 
flowers the second year if, indeed, they 


[eso IN TULIPS was aroused at 

















for all across the country 


flower at all. The small to medium- 
sized bulbs give him good blooms on 
satisfactory stems and do not split the 
first-year: In fact, the small bulbs 
grow larger and give better flowers the 
second year than they did the first. 
Deep planting of tulips is considered 
important by Mr. Burgin. He states 
that this will keep [SEE Pace 77] 


Midwest 


Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 
(Hinsdale, Illinois) 


or less apparent this month in 

the Middle West. Along the 
Ohio River, spring may be definitely on 
the way; along the southern edge of 
the Great Lakes it’s maybe yes, maybe 
no; and rarely does the area in upper 
Wisconsin and Minnesota see signs of 
breakup until some time after mid- 
April. 

Even this weather pattern shifts 
from year to year. In the Chicago 
area, I have planted beans in late 
March and have had them produce a 
crop in late May. In other years, 
we couldn’t plant them until June. 
This uncertainty emphasizes more than 
ever the importance of: (a) being 


Pee CLIMATIC ZONES are more 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY WESTON 





Drainage should be provided in all con- 
tainers for starting seeds indoors. 
Use pebbles or pieces of clay pots. 





ready for anything; (b) taking a 
chance on the weather; and (c) keep- 
ing on hand extra seeds, transplants, 
et cetera, in case your gambles don’t 
pay off. 

Last fall’s dry open winter has 
pushed many bulbs ahead of schedule. 
Tulips and narcissi will begin to poke 
up in sheltered spots. About all that 
can be done to protect them against 
sudden cold is to have some loose 
straw ready to toss over the beds if 
temperatures drop below 28°. They 
are safe down to that point. 

Don’t rush to uncover roses. Re- 
move the rough mulch but leave the 
soil heaped around the bushes. Along 
the Ohio River, where it is warmer, 
the earth covering can be gradually 
removed starting at the end of the 
month. 

Perennials heaved out by frost 
should be pushed back into place. 
Pressing them into the ground with 
your foot usually suffices, but do not 
delay or plants may be lost. 

Seeds of hardy annuals can be sown 
at any time now if beds were prepared 
last fall. Half-hardy annuals may also 
be sown now along the Ohio River 
and, toward the end of the month, 
along the south edge of the Great 
Lakes if the weather is mild: Don’t 
sow half-hardy perennials until April 
in the North. 

Repaint trellises before vines start 
to grow. The new outdoor latex paints 
are safe to put on even when the wood 
is wet. They can be [SEE Pace 79] 





Sow seed evenly over surface by gently 
tapping the seed packet. Do not sow 
too thickly as seedlings become spindly. 


Northern 
Pointers 


by MONTAGUE FREE 
(Hyde Park, New York) 


R. BoTELER (William Butler) 
D once said of strawberries: “God 
could have made a better berry, 
but doubtless God never did.” I do 
not agree with Dr. Boteler’s dictum. 
I think that when God made red rasp- 
berries He made a better berry than 
the strawberry. I know that this 
sounds like rank heresy but I prefer 
the flavor of raspberries to that of 
strawberries. Another reason why 
raspberries appeal to me is that they 
are easy to pick. (I have reached the 
creaking-joint stage of life and no 
longer enjoy squatting on my hunkers 
or taking a prayerful position on my 
knees to pick berries.) Furthermore, 
the raspberry is one of the few fruits 
that can be put in the freezer and 
come out tasting almost as good as 
fresh berries. Bushes produce ripe 
berries over a long period; for example, 
last year we started picking toward 
the end of June, continuéd until the 
last week in July, and after a few 
weeks, the variety SEPTEMBER started 
to bear its second crop and continued 
until the first week of November. 
If you have room you should start 
your berry patch by [SEE Pace 75] 





Water seeds by setting clay pot in a 
pan of water until surface is moist. 
Cover with glass to conserve moisture. 
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FLOWER GROWER PROGRESS REPORT 


The story of camellia petal blight 


Dr. Cynthia Westcott, plant pathologist and pioneer in detecting 
and conquering plant ills, tells how you can help to fight this disease 


N 1931 A DEVASTATING DISEASE of azalea flowers ap- 

peared in South Carolina, apparently from Japan, and 

swept through the South to California. In 1938 a 
similar and equally devastating blight of camellia flowers, 
also apparently from Japan, appeared in California and 
was reported in South Carolina by 1956. In between, 
there has been a good deal of tragedy for camellia lovers 
in many areas and there is more to come unless home 
gardeners as well as nurserymen and state inspectors co- 
operate. This includes Northern gardeners who import 
camellias for greenhouses. 

My first meeting with camellia flower blight was in 1947, 
when I walked through a California lathhouse over a 





Camellia petal blight has spread all over the flower shown 


above. The bloom at the right has a very hard center 
which is a compound sclerotium about an inch across. 





On the blooms above, petal blight caused browning 
and darkening of veins. Diseased blooms are dark 
at center or brown all over; are moist to touch. 


carpet of mushroom-like apothecia of the fungus (Sclero- 
tinia camelliae) and saw blooms overhead in every stage 
of disease. The photographs were taken at that time. 

Some of the flowers had small brown spots over the 
petals, some had darkened veins, some were very dark near 
the center of the flower and rather moist to the touch. 
Some were brown all over with hard resting bodies, 
sclerotia, beginning to be formed at the base of petals. 
In many cases these were joined together to form a large 
compound sclerotium, an inch or more across, at the 
center of the decaying bloom. Such sclerotia remain 
quiescent in or on soil or mulch until the next spring 
(January to April) when they send up little stems (stipes), 
each expanding at the top into a soft, saucer-shaped 
apothecium, % to 1 inch across. As many as twenty 
apothecia may arise from a single compound sclerotium 
and millions of spores are produced in the club-shaped 
sacs (asci) which line the concave surface of each apo- 
thecium. When the mulch is disturbed, the spores are 
literally shot out and carried by air currents to flowers 
overhead—even to the top of the tallest camellia—and 
to nearby bushes. 

This is a disease of petals only. Unopened buds are not 
infected and there is no damage to any other plant part. 
There is no secondary spore stage, as in azalea petal blight, 
to spread the disease from flower to flower. Theoretically, 
camellia flower blight should be easy to eradicate by rigor- 
ous clean-up campaigns. In one or two instances these 
seem to have been successful, but in most cases the disease 
has spread, partly due to public apathy from lack of public 
information. For a long time we talked about the disease 
in whispers. Now the fight is out in the open. 

The first report of flower blight outside of California 
came from Atlanta, Georgia, officially confirmed in 1948 
but evidently present some years earlier. By 1949 the 
disease was well established in Oregon. [SEE Pace 81] 


DR. CYNTHIA WESTCOIT 
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shaped apothecia at ends, The many spores, which spread the 
disease, line the concave surface of each of the apothecium. 
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PART III: SHRUBS FOR 





EVERGREENS 


AMERICA’S GARDENS 





needles. Some have stubby and prickly ones. On 

many you find flat, scale-like leaves and on others 
broad, glossy-green leaves. In general, these shrubs are 
classified as either broad- or narrow-leaved evergreens. 
As the days begin to warm in early spring, the time to plant 
them has arrived. 

Small shrubs which mature rather quickly may be pur- 
chased quite reasonably from mail-order nurseries, while 
larger and more costly plants for immediate landscape 
effect are obtained at your local nursery or garden center. 
Regardless of where you buy, it is fun to shop for them. 

Wise shoppers know, before they order, which shrubs 
will do well in their locality. There is little point in buying 
a shrub if your chances of success with it are slim because 
you cannot give it the soil and exposure it needs. Wise 
shoppers also investigate how the shrubs they purchase will 
look in the years ahead. Not only are they concerned about 
the shrubs’ ultimate size, always allowing at planting time 
enough space for future growth, but they want to know if 
the shrubs will ultimately be rounded in outline, have wide 
spreading branches or grow into an interesting accent spire. 

To help you shop intelligently, there are lists of good 
shrubs for your area, beginning on the next page, plus 
examples of how evergreen shrubs can be used to secure 
year-round beauty for your home. 

As you study the following pages, you will find that, in 
addition to having handsome foliage, many evergreen 


Se EVERGREEN SHRUBS have long and feathery 





PHOTOCRAPH FOR FLOWER CROWER BY WALTER SINCER 


shrubs offer an extra dividend to landscape beauty in the 
form of colorful spring flowers and bright winter berries. 
Illustrations by staff artist Allianora Rosse point up this 
fact on pages 56 and 57. 

Here are a few planting tips to help you start your 
shrubs on a long life. Remember, the older they become, 
the more beautiful they get. 

When your package arrives from a mail-order nursery, 
open it to admit air and light to the plants. Place them 
in a shaded place and keep the roots moist until you have 
time to plant—the sooner the better. If you buy very 
small plants, you may want to grow them in « nursery bed 
for a-year or so before planting them in their final location. 
Ideas on how this can be done are found in the March 
1956 issue of FLOWER GROWER on pages 74 and 75. 

Large shrubs that you pick up at your local nursery are 
also placed in the shade until planting. The tops are 
syringed occasionally, and the roots are moistened. The 
burlap around the roots must be tight. Don’t accept a plant 
if the rootball is broken. If you purchase shrubs in cans, 
ask your nurseryman to cut them open for you. 

The big secret to success is a big planting hole—twice 
as wide and deep as the spread of the roots. In the bottom, 
work in organic matter (compost, peatmoss) and fertilizer, 
then firm topsoil around the roots, setting the plants the 
same depth they grew in the nursery. Water heavily after 
planting and continue to water weekly for the first summer. 

—JOHN R. REBHAN 
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Here are good evergreen 


shrubs to plant this spring 


For gardeners who live in 


THE CENTRAL STATES 


E. LOWELL KAMMERER 


LisLe, ILLINOIS 


(Mr. Kammerer is curator of collec- 
tions at The Morton Arboretum, where 
he has been associated since 1929. A 
well-known horticultural writer, his 
hobby, quite naturally, is gardening.) 


WINTERGREEN BARBERR Y—The 
hardiest of the evergreen barberries, 
this glossy-leaved plant, called Ber- 
beris Julianae, is also handsome for 
its yellow flowers and blue-black 
fruits. It may be used as a speci- 
men shrub and in border and 
foundation plantings in a moist, 
well-drained soil. It reaches 5 feet 
and likes shade or partial shade. It 
is tender in the northern part of the 
region. 

SPREADING EUONYMUS—Semi- 
evergreen in the North, evergreen 
in the South, this specimen or bor- 
der shrub to 8 feet thrives in almost 
any soil in sun or part shade. It is 
listed as Euonymus kiautschovica 
or patens. 

CONVEX - LEAVED JAPANESE 
HOLLY — This _ broad-leaved, 
rounded shrub, growing 3 to 4 feet 
tall, is recommended for foundation 
plantings or as a specimen in the 
border. It likes partial shade in a 
well-drained and preferably acid 
soil. It is not recommended for the 
northern or southwestern parts of 
the region. Its scientific name is 
Ilex crenata convexa. 

OREGON HOLLY-GRAPE — The 
most dependable broad-leaved ever- 
green for the North, Mahonia aqui- 
folium has dark-green leaves and 
yellow flowers in May, followed by 
blue fruit in fall. It grows 3 to 5 
feet and can be used in the foun- 


dation or shrub border. Give it 
shade. Almost any soil will do. 

LEATHERLEAF VIBURNUM— 
Listed as Viburnum rhytidophyl- 
lum, this plant is intolerant of ex- 
treme cold, heat and drouth. It 
makes an excellent background 
shrub 6 to 8 feet tall, and the 
veined, dark, coarse-textured leaves 
droop during cold weather. It likes 
a rich, well-drained soil in shade or 
partial shade. 

PFITZER JUNIPER — Reaching 5 
to 10 fe&, this flat-topped, wide- 
spreading conifer, known as Juni- 
perus chinensis Pfitzeriana, has 
feathery, blue-gray, needle-like foli- 
age. It grows in most soils in sun 
or part shade. It is good to use at 
the corners of buildings or in the 
shrub border. 

SARGENT JUNIPER — A low, 
spreading shrub only 18 inches tall, 
Juniperus chinensis Sargenti is good 
for planting below windows and as 
a foreground plant in shrub borders. 
It likes sun and is tolerant as to 
its soil requirements. 

ANDORRA JUNIPER — Juniperus 
horizontalis plumosa is a needled 
evergreen to 2 feet with beautiful 
grayish foliage that turns slightly 
purple in winter. Use it like Sargent 
juniper, listed above. 

GLOBE MUGO PINE — A dense, 
globular accent plant with yellow- 
green needles, Pinus mugo com- 
pacta is excellent for the sunny rock 
garden and beside steps and en- 
trances. It eventually grows to 5 
feet. 

JAPANESE YEW — This versatile 
needled shrub will stand shearing 
and, therefore, can be used in foun- 
dation plantings. Reaches 10 feet or 
over if unsheared and will live in 
most any soil in sun or partial 
shade. It is known as Taxus cus- 
pidata, and there are many horticul- 
tural varieties worthy of attention. 

ADAMS-NEEDLE YUCCA—Yucca 
filamentosa, a [See Pace 90) 





Lists of choice evergreen shrubs 
for gardeners in other sections of 
the United States to plant this 
spring appear, starting on page 90. 











TURN PAGE 
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Evergreens (continued) 


Many evergreens reward us 


FIRETHORN FOLIAGE AND FLOWERS 


This handsome shrub is frequently trained 
as an espalier, but it also makes a good 
hedge and is excellent as an untrimmed 
specimen. It is hardy in all but the coldest 
sections of the country. The dark, glossy 
leaves are 2 inches long, edged with fine 
rounded teeth. 








CAMELLIAS HAVE GLOSSY LEAVES 


At home in the Southwest and Southeast, 
camellias are finding their way North. 
Some have survived cold winters in and 
around New York City. The shrubs make 
good specimens or may be massed in the 
back of shaded borders. The leaves are 
pointed, oval and quite glossy. 








HOLLY FOLIAGE AND FLOWERS 


There are many varieties of evergreen 
hollies. Some of them, such as the popular 
American and English hollies, are actually 
trees, but on the home grounds are kept 
shrub-like with pruning. They have spiny 
leaves, while most of the true shrub forms 
have smooth, rounded leaves. 








RHODODENDRONS HAVE BOLD LEAVES 


Some may disagree, but generally rhodo- 
dendrons have long leathery leaves that 
curiously fold and droop on cold days. 
Many of the rhododendrons, known popu- 
larly as azaleas, have small leaves which 
in the North drop in winter but persist year 
round in the mild Southland. 





with gay fruit or flowers 


FIRETHORN HAS GOOD RED BERRIES 


The white flowers, which cover the 
branches in spring, are arranged in many- 
flowered clusters, but their beauty is not 
nearly as spectacular as the orange-scarlet 
fruit which follows them in fall. The 
branches are thorny but with care may be 
used in flower arrangements. 





CAMELLIAS HAVE BRIGHT FLOWERS 


The eye-appeal of the waxy flowers of the 
camellia makes up for their lack of fra- 
grance. They appear in winter or spring, 
depending upon the temperature, and the 
shrubs are literally covered with red, 
white, rose, pink or variegated flowers, 
according to the variety selected. 








HOLLIES HAVE RED OR BLACK FRUIT 


Red berries are the winter offering of 
American, English and Burford’s hollies, to 
name but three. Some of the shrub forms, 
such as inkberry and Japanese holly, have 
almost black fruits, which in their own way 
are spectacular, too. None of the hollies 
have very conspicuous flowers. 








RHODODENDRON’S GAY FLOWERS 


Red, rose, white, purple, lilac—these are 
the flower colors found among the many 
rhododendron species and numerous hy- 
brids. The flowers are usually bell shaped 
and appear in clusters. The azaleas gen- 
erally have funnel-shaped flowers which 
appear singly on the terminal growth. 





by MARJORIE P. JOHNSON 


Every home garden needs the 





substance of good perennials 


And whether it’s day-lilies, peonies, phlox or any of the 
dozens of other perennials, spring is the time to plant them 


You need spike-flowering plants to contrast with round forms 


P. E. CENEREUX 


Gas-plant, burning bush or  fraxi- 
nella, but officially dictamnus. It has 
handsome foliage, lovely spikes of 
white or rose flowers in early summer, 


P. E. CENEREUX 


Thermopsis, a stately perennial with 
bright-yellow spikes in early summer. 
It resembles a lupine but is _bushier. 
It grows about 3 feet high, needs sun. 
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R. E. BRICCS FOR JACKSON AND PERKINS CO. 
oR a 


Astilbe, summer-flowering perennial with 
good foliage and feathery bloom spikes 
up to 2 feet. It does best in light 
shade and rich, moist soil. Divide often. 


JACK3ON AND PERKINS 


Delphinium, never foolproof, never easy, 
yet worth any effort for its sky-blue 
flowers. In addition to its blue 
shades, there are whites, pinks, mauves. 


OU NEED PERENNIALS, whether 

\ you think of them as day-lilies, 

iris or phlox, or more loosely as 
a large, diversified group of plants 
that remain in the garden year after 
year. You need their substance, reli- 
ability, the contrasting forms and color 
of both their flowers and foliage. For 
most perennials have the quality and 
distinction that a marigold or zinnia 
can never attain. 

If, for one reason or another, you 
have not yet grown any perennials, you 
might just as well start this spring. 
Actually, there’s hardly a plant that 
won’t benefit by being set out in the 
spring. Even peonies are now being 
offered for safe spring planting. 

If you have been specializing in one 
or two kinds of perennials, perhaps 
this spring you should branch out and 
become acquainted with some of the 
lesser-known plants such as astilbe and 
thermopsis, or catch up on variety im- 
provements among peonies, phlox or 
veronica. (There is now a good pink 
veronica called MINUET; it has grayish 
foliage, grows about 15 inches high 
and blooms in midsummer.) 

Some gardeners may assume with 
regret that they don’t have space or 
the right setting for perennials simply 
because their grounds will not permit 
the laying out of long, wide borders 
that can be filled exclusively with per- 
ennials. Of course, it is true that de- 
signing, planting, and maintaining such 
a garden is one of the best ways to 
combine and show off perennials, but 
it is not the only way, as more and 
more modern gardeners are discover- 
ing. 

A few of the numerous other ideas 
for using perennials include: planting 
them in dooryard gardens; using them 
for unique corner plantings (triangular 
gardens where boundary lines meet); 











mixing them for a colorful effect in 
3- to 4-foot wide borders along a front- 
yard or boundary fence (here you can 
combine a few kinds of perennials— 
day-lilies, delphinium and iris, to name 
three good ones—with floribunda or 
climbing roses); and utilizing them in 
other borders of varying widths along 
garage walls and around terraces and 
outdoor living areas. In planning your 
borders bear ia mind the fact that most 
perennials need at least 2 feet. 

Still another way to use perennials 
effectively is in large pots, tubs or plant 
boxes which can be set along walks, in 
patios and on terraces or porches or 
wherever needed. A few of the peren- 
nials that are suited to growing in 
containers are astilbe, chrysanthe- 
mums, bleeding-hearts, hosta (hosta’s 
cool, handsome foliage will create new 
interest in half-shady locations), day- 
lilies, delphiniums, chives, lavender, 
and dianthus. Perennials grown in 
containers need extra feeding and 
watering. 

No matter how you decide to use 
perennials, you will get the best effects 
from them if you consider the follow- 
ing points before you order: 

Plant and flower form and flower 
color—An understanding of form, 
perhaps even more than color, is neces- 
sary when you want to combine vari- 
ous perennials effectively or use them 
with other kinds of plants. 

Foliage characteristics—Some plants 
have lots of foliage, others only a little, 
and it can vary greatly in shape, tex- 
ture and color. 

Season and length of time in bloom 
—It’s rather pointless to fill your gar- 
den with perennial phlox, which 
blooms for the most part in mid- and 
late summer, if you know this period 
is your usual away-from-home vaca- 
tion time! 

Cultural eccentricities, if any—Some 
perennials—day-lilies for example— 
are as easy to grow as marigolds. 
Others require special.knowledge and 
care. 

Much of this varying information 
will be found in catalogs, some you 
can glean from the experiences of your 
friends and some, we must admit, 
won't come until you have grown the 
plant or plants yourself. On these 
pages, FLOWER GROWER presents 
portraits of four perennials whose 
flowers are arranged on spikes, giving 
vertical lines, and six perennials whose 
flowers and plant habits tend to make 
rounded or horizontal effects. (Per- 
haps it’s stretching a point to include 
day-lilies in the latter group—actually 
their mounds of grassy foliage and 
flowers suspended above qualify them 
to serve as buffers between the two 
extremes.) A study [SEE Pace 83] 


These six perennials will give color from late spring to fall 


RICHARD AVERILL SMITH 


Peony, as popular today as in the past. 
Once planted, it’s there to stay, and 
you can count on increasing beauty and 
more flowers from your plants each year. 


Day-lilies, truly foolproof perennials 
for North, South, Midwest or Western 
gardens. They thrive during drought, 
and will even flower well in light shade. 


JOHN R. WHITING 


Candytuft or iberis, a low-growing white 
perennial, handsome as a ground cover, 
as above, or good as an accent among 
tulips and the blue Phlox divaricata. 


JEANNETTE GROSSMAN 


Summer-flowering phlox, absolutely es- 
sential for mid- and late-summer bloom. 
Modern varieties are prolific with bloom, 
fragrant and come in a variety of colors. 


JEANNETTE GROSSMAN 


Shasta daisies are waiting for more 
gardeners to discover their virtues. Va- 
rieties to seek include Mark Riegel, 
Cobham Gold, Majestic and Mount Hood. 


JEANNETTE GROSSMAN 


Asters, most of which flower at the 
same time as chrysanthemums, will 
supply blues and purples, which the lat- 
ter lack. The varieties vary in height. 
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Plant a dozen seed p 


ackets 


and you will have a reap 


PLANT ANNUALS IN A CUTTING GARDEN 
planned like the one above or make your own 
plan and choose your favorite annuals. (Annual 
plants are those that complete their entire life 
cycle in one growing season and then die.) A 
cutting garden can be as large or as small as you 
wish, depending on your needs and available 
space. (For more help on annuals for cutting, 
see Esther C. Grayson’s article on page 63.) 


DRAWINGS BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


Gypsophila King of 
Market 

Zinnia Glamour Girls 
China-aster Mixed 
Sweet Pea Cuthbertson 
Mixed 

Bells of Ireland 

Celosia Gilbert Mixture 
Marigold Flash 
Marigold Man-in-Moon 
Snapdragon Extra Early 
Nicotiana Daylight 


Gloriosa Daisy 
Canterbury Bells Mixed 
Dahlia Fall Festival 
Marigold Limelight 
Phlox drummondi Art 
Shades 

Zinnia Lilliput Mixed 
Nasturtium Semi-tall 
Mixed 

Bachelor-button Jubilee 
Gem 

Verbena Giant Mixed 
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DO YOU LIKE WARM COLORS? Then 
plan a garden like this which contains yel- 
lows, oranges and reds. This plot, approxi- 
mately 15 feet long, 5 feet wide, could be 
planned for any sunny area. Use shrubs as 
background, or straighten it, and plant along 
a hedge or fence. Note the generous use of 
the sensational new gloriosa daisy, an im- 
proved black-eyed Susan. 
























1 Gloriosa Daisy 7 Calendula 

2 Marigold Glit- Apricot Beauty 
ters 8 Sanvitalia 

3 Marigold Near- (Creeping- 
est-to-White zinnia) 

4 Nasturtium 9 Marigold 
Golden Globe Butterball 

5 Marigold 10 Marigold Spry 
Naughty Mari- 
etta 

6 Marigold Tan- 


gerine 


A LONG BORDER OF ANNUALS, mostly 
in pastels, attractive to look at, yet providing 
plenty of bouquets, too. It is about 6 feet 
wide, 30 feet long. It has been planned so 
that most of the tall material, such as cleome, 
is at the back, but to avoid monotony, other 
groupings, such as flowering tobacco, have 
been swung toward the front. The trick 
is to use several plants of one kind and 














‘ Spee, Se | color in large groupings. 
1 Petunia Linda 10 Salvia 
- 2 Sweet-alyssum farinacea 
8 White Blue Bedder 
3 Sweet-alyssum 11 Cynoglossum 
>I 4 pd as Carpet Firmament 
etunia . 
matt of Coord aaa 
5 5 Zinnia Cut-and- ~~ 
. 13 Snapdragon 
come-again — 
z Salmon Rose Happiness 
6 Nicotiana 14 Verbena 
4 = Daylight Appleblossom 
16 17° 7 Nicotiana 15 Verbena 
; ; Crimson Bedder Salmon Pink 
8 Cleome Pink 16 Verbena 
See 4 Queen Sutton’s Blue 
9 Cosmos 17 Zinnia Lilliput 
Radiance Peach Blossom 
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A few kinds of annuals can give big effects 


ANNUALS ARE A JOY to, new and old 
gardeners alike because, in general, 
they are easy to grow, quick to give 
results and can be used in many differ- 
ent ways. (On the preceding pages, 
there are suggestions for three gardens, 
one for cutting and two for display, 
while below, are shown six ideas for 
using a few touches of annuals where 
they will give the best effects.) 

For those who have moved into 
brand new homes surrounded by a few 
undersized shrubs and a mangey lawn, 
annuals can be a lifesaver the first 
year. Plant a few packets of seeds— 
zinnia, marigold and sweet-alyssum are 
a reliable threesome—and the results 
will supply flowers for both display 
and cutting. Or plant some seeds of 
morning-glory around any too-new- 
looking construction. 


DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


In a window box, such annuals as petu- 
nias will bloom all summer. Choose the 
balcony or large-flowered bedding petu- 
nias which have long stems and flowers 
2% to 3 inches across. Colors include 
salmon, rose, white and mahogany. 


Grow a morning-glory tree by training the 
vines up supports tied together at their 
tops. Also for porch or terrace decora- 
tion, train sweet pea vines around a 
cylinder of chicken wire. Other annual 
vines are cypress-vine and canary bird. 
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Two annuals that substitute for 
shrubs. There are even annuals which 
can masquarade as shrubs, either 
along boundary lines or around house 
foundations. One annual which re- 
sembles a lush tropical shrub but which 
can be grown anywhere from seed 
planted after the ground warms up, is 
castor oil plant or bean (ricinus). In 
rich, moist soil, a castor oil bean will 
reach 6 to 10 feet and its lobed leaves, 
2% feet. In dry, sandy soils in full 
sun, plants probably won’t exceed 4 
or 5 feet. Sow the large seeds (which 
grow at about the rate of Jack’s bean 
stalk) where the plants are to remain 
as even careful transplanting disturbs 
the roots. 

Still another shrub-like annual that 
can be grown from seed is kochia or 
burning bush. Each plant grows about 


For light shade, try a foliage plant group- 
ing that includes castor oil bean in the 
background and coleus (both easy to 
grow from seed) in front. For flower 
accents, include a few plants of tuberous 
begonia and garden balsam (impatiens). 


Strawberry jars, a choice old clay pot, or 
urn are all possibilities as containers for 
annual plants. (Keep your eyes open for 
others when you visit country auctions.) 
Use petunia, lobelia, such herbs as basil, 
savory or marjoram. 


3 feet high, forming a neat plant that 
somewhat resembles an evergreen such 
as a globe arbor-vitae. Kochia’s foli- 
age is light green all summer but turns 
to red after cool weather arrives. The 
truth is that kochia can be quite hid- 
eous when it is used carelessly, but 
when planted as a formal sort of 
hedge it is an effective one-season sub- 
stitute for more permanent material. 

Not exactly shrub-like (although its 
leaves have been described as resem- 
bling those of laurel), but definitely 
possessing distinction is the annual 
periwinkle, Vinca rosea, which grows 
from 10 inches to 1% feet high. (It is, 
of course, an annual, upright cousin 
of one of our best perennial ground 
covers, Vinca minor.) 

The annual periwinkle has pretty, 
5-petalled flowers that are pure white 











Raised beds or planters, e . as a part of 
the house, can be filled with annual- 
flowering plants such as petunias, sweet- 
alyssum, dwarf marigolds, wax begonias 
(start them from seed indoors or buy 
young plants), ageratum and snapdragons. 
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Cinder blocks and flue tiles can be sal- 
vaged from construction projects and 
utilized as plant containers of sorts. An- 
nuals growing in pots or planters need 
liberal amounts of water and fertilizer 
and their fading flowers removed. 








(variety Purity), white with red eye 
or pink with red eye and while it will 
grow in light shade, it will also be per- 
fectly happy in full sun. Other an- 
nuals—petunias,. zinnias, etc.—may 
fall flat on their faces during long pe- 
riods of dry weather, but Vinca rosea 
remains upright, its glossy, handsome 
leaves always fresh. Even though this 
vinca is not ground hugging, use it in 
masses where its foliage and flowers 
will show up as well as would those of 
its perennial relative, Vinca minor. 

Something new, something old: Both 
beginning and blasé gardeners will do 
well to look into the gloriosa daisies, 
super duper forms of black-eyed 
Susan (rudbeckia). These daisies, up 
to 6 inches across, top long stems and 
come in yellow, red, brown, gold and 
mahogany. The ones observed last 
summer lasted over a week in water. 

The gloriosa daisy is not to be 
tucked in here and there for subtle 
color or form; it should definitely be 
planted for bold effects—along a wall, 
against a fence or just in a row in the 
vegetable garden for cutting. 

This year’s All-America winner, 
phiox TwinKLEs, has reminded us that 
annual phlox varieties are good. Bet- 
ter than TWINKLEs and other starred 
and fringed types are other varieties of 
Phiox drummondi. These resemble the 
flower heads of perennial phlox as far 
as size of each floret and clarity of 
color are concerned but of course are 
much lower growing. For instance, 
the BEAUTY varieties which include 
blue, pink, salmon, scarlet, white, 
grow only 6 to 8 inches high, with the 
blooms almost smothering the plants. 
Phlox drummondi grandiflora varie- 
ties grow taller, up to 15 inches. Grow 
annual phlox from seed, transplant 
carefully into sunny, average soil and 
remove fading flowers to prevent seed 
formation. If fading flowers are 
clipped off, the plants will bloom ail 
summer. Use as edgings and group- 
ings in front of other annual or peren- 
nial flowers. 

Gardeners who are tired of watch- 
ing flowering tobacco (nicotiana) 
flowers close up during the day will 
like DAYLIGHT, a recent introduction. 
As its name implies, this variety has 
white flowers which remain open all 
day. 

All-America Selections: In addition 
to the phlox TWINKLEs previously 
mentioned, there are two petunias, 
RED SaTIN and GLiTTErRs. If there has 
to be any choice between them, take 
the gay red and white Glitters, espe- 
cially if you’re trying to interest chil- 
dren in flowers. For some reason, 
Glitters gets them! 


—MARJORIE P. JOHNSON 


Annuals to grow for cutting 


and for dried arrangements 


by ESTHER C. GRAYSON 


W' LIKE TO THINK AHEAD A LITTLE when planning for and planting 
annuals so that we will have a continual succession of those which 
are really useful in flower arrangements. In spring there is such a pro- 
fusion of bulbs, flowering shrubs, and perennials like peonies and iris, 
that we hardly miss the annuals which have not as yet come into bloom. 
As early summer approaches, however, we are glad to have annuals to 
help decorate the house, use alone or in mixed bouquets with other flowers. 

Among the really hardy kinds which can be sown in autumn or in very 
early spring for late spring and early summer bloom are pansies, so gay 
in the garden borders, and charming for table arrangements either used 
alone or combined with forget-me-nots and small spring bulbs such as 
scillas or lilies-of-the-valley. Annual candytuft, with its large white florets 
and sweet scent, we like in mixed bouquets, and the tall spikes of larkspur 
in blue, pink, rose and white make ideal tall line material, especially in 
combination with roses. Lupines are in the same class and in neutral or 
slightly alkaline soils—which suit their special requirements—they make 
a striking show of color in the middle border and are handsome and color- 
ful for indoor decoration. Few tall flowers make a better show than 
well-grown lupines with their rugged spikes of rich florets set off by the 
beautiful palm-like foliage. 

Sweet peas and annual dianthus (both delightfully fragrant), corn- 
flower and coreopsis are other hardy annuals that give early bloom from 
fall-sown seed and which can be used to advantage in arrangements. 

For cutting material during July and August, we start indoors now, 
and set out:in May, tender and half-hardy annuals which need a long 
period to come into bloom. These include fringed and ruffled petunia, 
China-aster, nierembergia, snapdragon, verbena, Cobaea scandens (that 
vine which is an answer to the flower arranger’s prayer), bedding dahlia 
and tithonia. 

The half-hardies are planted in rows in a frame or protected seed bed 
in early April and transplanted in May to the garden beds and cutting rows. 
These include arctotis, calendula, cosmos, immortelle, strawflower, godetia, 
mignonette, nemesia, nicotiana, Salvia farinacea, scabiosa and Tahoka- 
daisies. At the same time nasturtiums and Phlox drummondi are planted 
where they are to grow. The large-flowered TETRA RED, TETRA SALMON 
and TETRA MIxeD phiox produce individual flowers to 1% inches across, 
and these we like best for arrangements. 

Tender annuals go in another seed bed in May for June transplanting: 
bells of Ireland, blue lace flower, celosia, annual ‘mums, statice, sunflower, 
zinnia, etc. Salpiglossis and castor-bean are planted where they are to 
grow because it takes so long for them to recover from transplanting. 

Where possible, we try to arrange the cutting garden so that similar 
material is near together to save time when gathering flowers for arrange- 
ments. The tall flowers for line effects are in adjoining rows: Salvia 
farinacea which is so lovely with roses; snapdragon; stock, mignonette 
with its sweet, haunting fragrance; nicotiana and the graceful bells-of- 
Ireland, which grow naturally in Hogarthian curves. We like to use 
yellow dianthus or orange or salmon godetia with them. The dainty, 
nodding bells of salpiglossis on their thread-like stems are most effective 
in mixed bouquets of delicate flowers in pastel hues. 

Round forms, too, are planted near together—zinnia, China-aster, calen- 
dula, cosmos, bedding dahlia, sunflower and large-flowered marigolds. 

Another interesting cutting group is that formed by the annual foliage 
plants: coleus, gray-leaved and senecio, ornamental [See Pace 96] 


(Esther C. Grayson is, of course, Mrs. F. F. Rockwell and co-author with him 
of such books as The Complete Book of Annuals. The Rockwells are now gar- 
dening and writing at their new home, Grayrock-on-the-Cape at Orleans, Mass. 
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These tuberous begonias in an East Coast garden are getting 
conditions they like best: plenty of light, but no direct sun- 
shine, and good air circulation. Never put them in deep shade. 


B. J. ALLEN 


Lath houses, similar to this West Coast structure above, pro- 
tect tuberous begonias from too much direct sunlight and ex- 
tremes in weather. The plants will have a long bloom season. 


How to grow Tuberous Begonias 


by FRANK REINELT 


plant available today for gardens and for growing 

in pots. It combines versatility of form and bril- 
liance of color with simple growing requirements equaled 
by no other plant. 

From the primitive doubles, one of the first of which was 
developed by Lemoine in France in the 1870s, gradually 
came better forms resembling camellias, hollyhocks, carna- 
tions and even trumpet daffodils. The latest advances are 
beginning to rival roses in form, and the ruffled camellias 
which we have developed by interbreeding the old fimbriata 
plena with double camellia types are definitely the most 
spectacular and vigorous flowers of today. The hanging 
types, which were available in only three colors in small 
fuchsia-like flowers twenty-five years ago, are represented 
today by a full range of colors in rose-like forms with in- 


T’: TUBEROUS BEGONIA is perhaps the most glamorous 


(Frank Reinelt of Capitola, California, is one of our most 
famous hybridizers and the proprietor of Vetterle and Reinelt, 
a nursery known for its tuberous begonias and delphiniums.) 
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dividual flowers often reaching 6 inches in diameter. 
Finally, the gay picotees are reaching a perfection of form 
and color little resembling the small marmoratas from 
which they stemmed. The single forms, formerly used a 
great deal for bedding, are disappearing from commerce 
for lack of demand. 

All of the ancestors of the present beautiful double forms 
were small and insignificant single flowers when found in 
the high Andes of Peru and Bolivia during the last century. 
Since they grew at high elevations, up to twelve thousand 
feet, it now follows that tuberous begonias today still 
require cool and moist conditions for best results. This is 
also why commercial production is centered entirely along 
the coast of central California where summer fogs main- 
tain cool temperatures and provide the long growing season 
which is nearest to the ideal. 

If you wish to grow show begonias, such as you see in 
display gardens or pictured in magazines and catalogs, you 
will require some experience and the advantage of a favor- 
able climate. No less important, of course, [SEE PAGE 85] 











Tuberous begonias are well suited to pots, especially 
when the pot is as attractive as the one shown here. 
The pot diameter should not be less than 8 inches. 


Tuberous begonia flowers vary greatly 
in form, as shown by these four types 


Far right: Tuberous begonia flowers have been named 
after other flowers which they most resemble. This 
is an example of the double camellia-flower varieties. 


Right: The old marmorata type shown here is mainly of 
interest in that the large rose picotee varieties have been 
bred from it. Program has taken Reinelt over 20 years. 


Far right: The rose-form type of the tuberous begonia 
is considered by Frank Reinelt to be the ultimate form 
for which he is striving. The color range is very wide. 


Right: The fimbriata plena is an important parent 
with the double camellia type in the development of 
the ruffled camellia types, reaching 9 inches across. 





Potted plants, especially tuberous begonias, have the advantage of being 
easily shifted about to wherever their decorative effect is most needed. 
The plants shown above are well displayed in a two-tiered plant box. 





DRAWING FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


How we solved the bank problem 


by CLIFTON LISLE 


EW THINGS CAN PROVE MORE VEXING than striying to 
F establish a ground cover on a very steep bank, es- 

pecially if the pitch is a new one that must be healed 
promptly in order to avoid erosion. Our bank-planting 
problem was a complicated one. 

When we came to the farm, we found that the driveway 
to the kitchen ell and the garage was extremely narrow, 
having been cut out close beside the house from the steep 
pitch of hillside to the east. A dry stone wall, 6 or 7 feet 
high, served as a revetment to the bank. Above the wall, 
old sod held the slope in place. A jeep had plenty of room 
on the drive; a larger car had not. Indeed, with snow and 
ice, it seemed unlikely that any car, other than the smallest, 
could manage the narrow passage to the garage without 
sliding and pitching against the stones. 

To widen this drive was a necessity. So down came the 
retaining wall, each stone of it laid aside to be replaced. 
Next a bulldozer went to work, chewing and gouging its 
way into the hill until 4 or 5 feet of earth and rock had 
been sliced off along the drive for a distance of 32 yards. 
So far, so good. Stone by stone, we rebuilt the dry wall 
to the same height as before. Above, however, there now 
was a stretch of bare earth, appalling in its steepness, in 
places almost perpendicular, along the entire length of the 
new cut and roughly 10 feet wide—‘“high” would be 
the better word. Not even sod could hold there. Clearly, 
special treatment was required. 

We knew very well what autumn rains and winter frosts 
would do to that bare slope. Half the hill would be in 


Clifton Lisle has shared many of his gardening experiences 
with FLOWER GROWER readers in such recent articles as 
“Old Roses and New on Our Farm” and “Ellie and the Old 
Orchard.” Mr. Lisle, author of Pastures New and The Grow- 
ing Year, gardens on his farm, “Melbrook,” in Pennsylvania. 
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our drive in havoc before we could prevent it. We had to 
plant at once and get—or hope to get—some roots at 
work to hold the sliding earth. 

Our first try was a mixture of Euonymus fortunei 
radicans and English ivy—vines which we hoped would 
spread and root. At least, we thought, their leaves might 
serve to break up and soften raindrops into less-devastating 
spray. (This is the first essential in ali erosion control.) 
We had considered planting pachysandra, the low-growing 
spurge, but realized in time how steep the bank really was. 
Few such plants could hope for a foothold there—they are 
too light. What we needed were rampant crawlers and 
rooters and binders. And we needed them soon. 

The first thing, of course, was to form planting pockets 
along the slope in places that gave some promise of holding 
anything at all. This we did by digging deep holes and 
ringing them with stones. Had we been wiser we could 
have saved time and a lot of labor by partially burying 
handy sections of small logs, or perhaps a few old railway 
ties, about halfway up the slope, paralleling the drive be- 
low. As often happens, we thought of the obvious too late. 

Earth pockets were dug in three staggered tiers, each 
pocket approximately two feet from its neighbor. Each 
was buttressed by a ring of small stones, wedged securely 
in the ground in the hope that they would hold for a while 
at least. Good topsoil and manure were used generously 
to fill the holes. The euonymus and the ivy were then 
planted, looking pathetically sparse and useless against the 
barren, straight-up-and-down, crumbling slope. 

The gentlest of gentle watering, a mist spray, was used 
as Offset to the summer drought. We even tried broadcast- 
ing quick-growing grass seed every week or so. It grew 
on the drive below, plenteously, but not where we needed 
it above. Hope was high—for a time, at least. 

Then everything seemed to drag [PLEASE SEE PAGE 80] 












FOR ’57! THE MOST PHENOMENAL ACHIEVEMENT 
IN OVER 2,000 YEARS OF ROSE CULTIVATION! 


STERN’S SUB-ZERO 4 -/f- / 


| RAINBOW: 32" 


ROSE 


EYE-LEVEL ROSES OF 


4 Different Colors ALL ON ONE TREE! 


ate ete : Prepare for a wave of excitement in your 
neighborhood when you plant our phenom- 
enal new 4-in-1 Sub-Zero Rainbow Tree 
Rose. Never before has there been a Tree 
Rose like it! A Tree Rose that bears a 
breathtaking abundance of magnificent big 
roses IN 4 DIFFERENT COLORS AND 
VARIETIES—al/ in bloom at the same time 
—all on one tree! 




























BLUSH PINK — Large, Two-toned, 
pwd double. Delightful color. 
Bloom in lush clusters. 


BLAZING RED—Spectacular deep 
we. Up to 5” wide, fully doubie. 
Bioom continually, abundantly. 


BUTTERCUP YELLOW—Large, very 
double. Exquisite fragrance and 
form. Bloom constantly. 









Dozens of Huge Red, Yellow, Pink & 3-Tone 
Roses, on a Single Tree, This Very Spring! 


With the recent development of the superb 
Sub-Zero Eye-Level Tree Rose, a new pin- 
nacle in rose cultivation was reached. Now 
Stern’s 4-in-1 Rainbow Tree Rose tops even 
that! To see it in bloom with its amazing 
4-color flower display just as high as your 
eyes — its luxuriant foliage — its enchanting 
mixture of fragrances, is an unforgettable 
experience. To own this newest, rarest of 
all Sub-Zero Tree Roses is a real delight! 





Everblooming—Extra-Hardy Roses 


Like all members of the new race of Sub- 
Zero roses, these 4 rose varieties are amaz- 
ingly resistant to cold. They are almost 
totally disease-immune. They bloom con- 
tinuously! Plant this season—enjoy abundant 
bloom starting this spring and right through 
to fall—and year after year! Complete 
planting instructions with order. MAGNIF- 
ICENT 4-COLOR BLOOM GUARANTEED 
FOR YEARS. 


Quadruple-Budded to Produce 
Far More Roses—A Far More Luxuriant Crown 
Than Any Other Tree Rose! 


Four different varieties of roses are budded 
to the strong, heavy 3 ft. tall trunk of our 
Rainbow Tree Rose. This quadruple-bud- 
ding not only means roses of 4 different 
colors, but a crown that grows many times 
thicker and more luxuriant—produces a far 
greater abundance of roses than tree roses 
you've seen up till mow! Each year the 


sturdy trunk grows even greater in diameter 
Plant among other rose bushes for rose beauty at two levels!  ¢ support the ever-larger, increasingly mas- 


Or directly before a picture window and enjoy this astound- sive umbrella of bloom—but the tree itself 3-TONE — Lovely red, orange and 
ing specimen indoors and out. Plant two, to formamagnificent always remains at delightful EYE-LEVEL pink tints combined. Fresh, spicy 
living gateway to your home. Plant anywhere you want a_height! fragrance. Abundant bloom. 
sensational landscape effect! 


ONLY STERN’S HAS THE NEW 4-IN-1 RAINBOW TREE ROSE! i 
MOST LIMITED SUPPLY © MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 5 *°""* Nurseries: Arbor G, Geneva, New York 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER NOW! Please send postpaid, ot proper planting time in my section, your exclusive 


4- i 
In all the world, only Stern’s has the unique new Rainbow Tree Rose. Each one i° evaronteed 4-in-1 Sub-Zero Reinbow Tree Rose os indicated below: 
takes years to produce. Once our limited supply is gone, there will be no more this i [] 1 for $10 (C 2 for $18 [) 4 for $35 [] 10 for $75 





il MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! |peusleebemmtes | 










season. To be among the first to enjoy this rare specimen, act now! You must be 


delighted; otherwise receive free replacement or your money back. Check or M.O. enclosed for total price: $ 


Each $10 2 for $18 4 for $35 10 for $75 ron... 


ALL PRICES POSTPAID 


OUR nccshasintictensinnanimbiniaiitiitininbinsiaitet nella ae snlnietiinstiumtecsanattinndnih nsinben 
~Stern's Nurseries teen. y. 


Specialists in Rare And Choice Trees, Plants & Flowers a rans vo00 LOMO. .-cerenees SHONC ss nnseseeereennnes — i 
BE AMONG THE FIRST TO OWN THE WORLD’S NEWEST, RAREST TREE ROSE OP | 

















Home-grown vegetables ... 


Crispy fresh and 
packed with flavor 


by F. F. ROCKWELL 


OES IT PAY TO GROW VEGETABLES? Some of our friends who used to grow 

D them, but no longer do, think not. On the other hand, we have had neigh- 

bors who, having seen our vegetable garden and sampled its products, 

have started gardens of their own. It all depends, of course, upon what is meant 
by “pay.” 

Let’s consider the question first from the standpoint of cash. If you must hire 
someone to do all of the work, or even a considerable part, it is very doubtful, 
with present wage scales what they are, that a vegetable garden will save any- 
thing in dollars and cents. But if you can do all or most of the work yourself, 
it's a hundred-to-one shot that you can save money, especially if you concen- 
trate on the vegetables that yield heavily and require least time to grow. 

An even more important side to the question is the matter of quality. There 
is absolutely no disputing the fact that you can grow vegetables of better table 
quality than you can buy, and this is true even of the most common ones. We 
had a city visitor who insisted that she did not like tomatoes, and that they did 
not agree with her. With some difficulty we persuaded her to try a couple of 
slices of our ripened-on-the-vine product. She not only enthused over this sample, 
but carried all she could lug back home with her. Another visitor laughed when 
we suggested that our home-grown potatoes were better than the store product 
and even put up a bet that the two could not be told apart. We agreed to let 
him be the judge, and he readily admitted defeat when the test was made. If 
even such good “keepers” as potatoes and tomatoes are better home grown, how 
much more true it is of such “perishables” as leaf-type lettuce, peas, corn and 
even the humble radish. 

It is interesting to note that in a recent national magazine article about the 
wonderful work of a famous plant breeder in developing new types of vegetables, 
such things as improved color for eye appeal, uniform size for packing, all-at- 
once ripening, and the removal of rings from beets were stressed; but concerning 
table quality, there was not one single word! Many of the very best quality varie- 
ties of vegetables are never grown commercially. The only way [SEE PAGE 73] 


FRESH SALADS ARE CULINARY WORKS OF ART 


even a torrid August day cannot quell. This enticing photograph shows but 

a few of the salad “makings” you will want to grow. Any gardener-chef 
knows that varieties to be grown must be selected with care. He knows, for in- 
stance, that lettuce varieties have a remarkable range of flavor, texture and color 
and that these can be skillfully blended in a variety of ways. He also likes to be 
able to bring in fresh from the garden to add to his salads: spinach, celery, curly 
endive, escarolle, chives, radishes, scallions, green peppers and carrots, to name 
a few. 

And as R. Milton Carleton, our regular contributor from the Mid-west, says, 
“No real salad artist can do without herbs. . . . If you can positively identify the 
herb used in a salad, it has been used in the wrong way. Always make people 
say, ‘What is the flavor in this dressing?’ When they ask this question and do 
so because they want to copy the flavor, you have become a true salad artist. 
You have achieved your goal.”—M. C. O. 


. ALADS ARE THE ESSENCE OF SUMMER DINING—the appetite stimulators that 
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Plants to color your rock garden 


The flower portraits on the opposite page were taken at the Thompson Memorial 
Rock Garden at the New York Botanical Garden. At its peak in spring, this 
handsome planting contains many rare plants, but these, photographed by 


Mr. Singer, while obviously beautiful, are neither rare nor difficult to grow. 


by WALTER SINGER 


Campanula Portenschlagiana is a member of a vast group 
of plants many of which are excellent for rock gardens be- 
cause of their low growth and dwarf form. It will brighten 
a rock garden from May to July if it is given a partially 
shaded location during the hottest part of the day. It likes 
a fertile soil, enriched with leafmold, and objects to lime. 
It is easily grown from seed or by division and, planted as 
a mat, its light blue flowers will drape over a slope, large 
rock or wall. It has five-lobed light blue to blue flowers 
that are funnel shaped, unlike most campanulas which have 
bell-like flowers. This dwarf perennial is hardy in New 
York City and similar climates and with a little protection 
over winter it will be hardy in colder parts of the 
country. 

Sedum acre is a member of the group of plants com- 
monly called stonecrops which are hardy from Mexico to 
Canada. They are succulent, fleshy plants from 2 to 5 
inches tall and most are hardy perennials able to with- 
stand extremely dry periods. They are satisfied with prac- 
tically any kind of soil so long as it is not too rich 
nor too wet. It seems that the poorer the soil the better 
stonecrops will do. Stonecrops spread freely and make an 
excellent ground cover in full sun where hardly anything 
else could resist the extreme heat. 

The flowering time for Sedum acre, gold-moss stonecrop, 
is about June and somewhat later. Two to three star-shaped 
golden flowers sit on each densely-leaved stem and since 
there are myriads of stems, the plants become a sea of 
golden-yellow starlets. 

Brodiaea uniflora has lovely white blue-tinged flowers 
on scapes 6 inches high and is native to Argentina. It has 
become very popular for its early spring flowers (April to 
June). Brodiaeas are easily grown but do not like heavy 
shade or wet ground. The soil for them should be porous 
and not heavily manured. 

It is regrettable that brodiaeas aré not too hardy and 
must be well protected over winter in severe climates with 
leaves, straw or similar aids. A mass planting of brodiaeas 
is most effective. Plant corms 2 to 3 inches deep and 
2 to 3 inches apart in the early fall. . 

Coronilla varia is a hardy perennial that gets its common 
name, crown vetch, from the arrangement of its flowers 
in crown-shaped umbels (flower heads). The flowers vary 
from pink to pinkish-white and abundantly cover the trail- 
ing plant which grows 1 to 2 feet high. The foliage is 
graceful and the leaves are odd-pinnate with ten to fifteen 
leaflets. 

Coronilla varia blooms freely and continuously from early 
June until October and is suitable for planting on slopes, 
walls and in the rock garden because of its trailing habit. 
Any bright or sunny place where the soil is porous will 


satisfy it. Native to Central Europe, it is hardy and will 
survive severe winters. It is easily propagated by seed or 
division in early spring. 

Silene armeria has sticky stems and is called the sweet 
William catchfly. The leaves are glaucous and grow on 
erect stems that may reach two feet. The flowers are rose 
or dark pink and there is also a white variety. The catchfly 
blooms in July and extends its flowering period until late 
in September. While this is an annual, it reseeds itself each 
fall. There are some perennial silenes offered by nursery- 
men that may be planted in spring. 

Veronica spicata is one of the speedwells that does not 
grow too tall (2 feet) and makes a handsome plant for 
massing in the rock garden or perennial border. Its bright 
blue flower spikes appear from June to August. Speedwells 
need full sun and a deeply dug, rich porous soil. It is 
advisable to plant them where they can be easily reached 
with the watering can since they are inclined to wilt badly 
during dry weather. With average winter care they are 
perfectly hardy. Speedwells are easily propagated by di- 
vision and should be planted in early spring (April in the 
New York City area). 

Opuntia compressa is a native American cactus and if 
it is not planted in wet soil, it will grow as far north as 
Canada, and southward to Missouri or Arizona, Its flowers 
in June and July are large and a showy yellow with orange- 
red centers. It is excellent for rock gardens if-it can be 
given a sunny location in a sandy, stony soil. 

Dianthus deltoides, the maiden pink, has a creeping 
growth habit, not higher than 5 to 8 inches, that suits 
it perfectly for use in the rock garden. It forms a dense 
mat, has fine dark green leaves and drapes itself around 
rocks and snuggles into cracks and crevices. It begins to 
flower in June and continues until: September, and the 
flowers have finely-toothed pink petals. Give it a sunny 
well-drained location and before planting work equal parts 
of topsoil, leafmold and grit into the planting location. 
Top-dress the plants after blooming. The maiden pink is 
easily propagated by division and seed. It is quite hardy 
and will stand drought. There are various forms and varie- 
ties available and all of them are gracefully foliaged, tufted 
plants bearing a profusion of flowers. 

Tulipa Kaufmanniana is a small tulip species that brings 
early spring color to the rock garden. The variety shown 
is BRILLIANT. Plant tulip bulbs from [See Pace 72] 


(Walter Singer studied horticulture at the University of 
Berlin and art at the Academy of Arts, Breslau, Germany. 
For several years he has been greenhouse foreman of the 
main conservatories at the New York Botanical Garden.) 
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Gill's Improved “Never Before” Marigold 


OREGON FLOWER COLLECTION 


Six regular size packets of annual 
flowers, worth $1.45 sent postpaid 
for only $1.00. Save 45c. 


Reg. Price 
ASTER, Super Giant Mixed................ .20 
ALYSSUM, Royal Corpet ................. .25 
MARIGOLD, ‘‘Never Before’’ ............. .25 
SNAPDRAGON, Giont Skyscraper .......... 25 
STOCKS, Trysomic Giant Imperial Mixed..... .25 
ZINNIA, Burpee Hybrids Mixed. ........... .25 


$1.45 Value — All for $1.00 
Send for FREE copy Big New 1957 Catalog 


Deot. FG, Montavilla Sta. 
PORTLAND 16, OREGON 
Retail Stores in Portland and Seattle 


CREEPING PHLOX 
& For $}-00 








ORDER 
NOW 


Put in these sturdy budded perennial plants early 
this spring, enjoy a startling show in your garden 
in April and May. Plant as edging in your rock 
garden or along steps, then watch for the wonderful 
massed display all these colors make! 





SPECIAL for early orders! 
For $2 and this ad, two each of above six colors, 
PLUS <wo free hardy balloon-flower (platycodon). 
Double orders allowed. For each $1 worth ordered, 
please send us 10¢ to help cover shipping. Or will 
ship C.O.D. Sorry, no shipments to Canada or 
Denver west. 

ROCKNOLL Nursery, Dept. 
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15, Morrow, Ohio 





[FROM PaGE 71] September through 
November three times as deep as their 
own thickness. The soil should be well 
drained, porous and not too rich. Do 
not use manure, no matter how old 
and decayed. Bonemeal can be added 
to the soil in small quantities after the 
flowering period. Plant tulips in full 
sun and space them 6 inches apart in 
groups. 

Sempervivum arachnoideum, also 
called the cobweb houseleek, is a 
close relative of. the well-known hen- 
and-chickens. The more meager its 
home the better it will thrive. The 
plants form dense rosettes of pointed, 
succulent leaves covered with a white 
thread. The pink flowers sit in clumps 
of nine to twelve on 3- to 4-inch stems. 


) 


Many forms and varieties of this species 
are well known, varying in color of 
leaves and flowers. All they ask is a 
well-drained, sandy soil in full sun. 

Verbena pulchella is one of many 
hardy perennial verbenas. Its stems 
are strong with thick leaves bipinnately 
cut into numerous lobes. The rose 
colored flowers form rather dense ter- 
minal heads supported by 2- to 3-inch 
stems. Like most verbenas it prefers 
a porous, well-composted soil and likes 
a dry rather than wet location in as 
sunny a place as possible. There are 
several forms of this species with blue, 
lavender or purple flowers. One is the 
variety Maonetti with rose-pink to car- 
mine white-margined petals. 

Santolina virens, or lavender cotton, 
is a bushy trailing hardy perennial that 
spreads freely over rocks and walls. 
Its stems are weak and covered with 
small sharply toothed linear leaves. It 
should be planted above rocks or walls 
in a porous soil and, as it will spread 
and grow very dense, it is advisable to 
spring about every three to four years. 
The dense flower heads are golden yel- 
low and the plant blooms all summer. 
It prefers a sunny location but will 
stand some shade.® 
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Rock Plants 


Rare and standard hardy perennial piants 
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to ship safely coast to coast. Illustrated 
catalog on request, Dept. Z. 
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 ,Allen’s 1957 Berry Book tells best- 
varieties for home and market, 
mand how to grow them. Free copy. 


5 W. F. ALLEN COMPANY 
12 Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 





Become a Landscape Specialist 


Increase your earning power. 


Train for a new career. Thor- 
ough, easy-to-follow home-study 
method teaches you modern 
trends in landscape and garden 
design horticulture, drafting, 
ete. 45 illustrated lessons. Suc- 





cessful graduates throughout the 
world, 41st year. Catalog. 
Charter member National Home Study Council. 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
Dept. 137, 4508 Franklin Ave., Des Moines 10, lowa 


Digitalis Mertonensis 


Strong plants of this new hardy Foxglove 
3 for $1.25; 10 for $3.50 
Postage extra. 

ASK FOR PRICE LIST. 


Gardenside Nurseries Inc., Shelburne, Vt. 
WILD FLOWERS and FERNS 


a Many kinds, to brighten a 
co shady nook. Ferns for many 
uses. Also young ornamen- 
tal Trees and Shrubs for 
low-cost landscaping. 
Send now for Free Catalogue. 
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Box 302F Gladwyne, Pa. 
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HEAVY BEARING, FAST GROWING 
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Certified, early, mid- 
season, late varie- 
ties. FREE LITER- 
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A * 
153 Chew Rd. Hammonton, N. J. Largest in N.J. 


ROCK ALPIINES PLANTS 
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MAYFAIR NURSERIES 
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NICHOLS, NEW YORK 
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Our outstanding Handbook gives complete descriptions 
and cultural directions for 700 varieties and species. 
Yrder yours now for immediate delivery. 
Paper cover SO¢; Hard cover $1.00 


Free Price List on request 
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fronds. $3.00 each or 2 for $5.00. 


1,000 Rare plants, 






















Illustrated catalog Begonias, 


Geraniums—10¢. 


LOGEE’S GREENHOUSE, Danielson, Conn. 


FLOWER GROWER 















. 
' 





[FRoM PAGE 68] you can get them is 
to grow your Own. 

We find that it does pay to grow 
your own and pays well in dollars and 
cents; and as a big free bonus, we en- 
joy quality and flavor that we could 
not get in supermarket products at 
any price. 

How large a vegetable patch need 
you have to make it pay? The idea 
that it must be a fairly large one keeps 
many homeowners from attempting to 
raise part of their own food supply. 
The fact, however, is that the smaller 
the patch, the better it will pay in pro- 
portion to the time required to plant 
and care for it. This is because many 
of the best-paying crops are the easiest 
to grow. These include such univer- 
sally popular items as beans (both 
bush and pole), cabbage, broccoli, 
corn, lettuce, onions, bush squash, 
Chinese cabbage, New Zealand spin- 
ach, Swiss chard and tomatoes. 

Most of the reot crops—beets, car- 
rots, turnips and parsnips—require 
more care in the matter of thinning 
and weeding and also vary less in 
quality as compared to the store 
product. Home-grown peas, unless 
one lives in a favored section, are 
really a garden luxury: they require 
a lot of space in proportion to. the 
yield, and unless they have a long, 
cool season, they are blasted by the 
first heat wave. And the vine crops— 
cucumber, cantaloupe, watermelon and 
squash—require a great deal of space 
(unless grown “up in the air” on a 
fence or trellis) in proportion to what 
they yield. 

So what should the homeowner with 
a limited amount of space and time 
attempt to grow? And what is the 
minimum of space that it is practical 
to devote to a vegetable garden? 

To take the last question first, there 
really is no minimum. I know a 
woman who manages to produce a 
considerable quantity of vegetables by 
planting them individually or in groups 
in the long fiower border of peren- 
nials and annuals surrounding an ex- 
tensive lawn and play area. “I just 
stick them in wherever there is a bare 
spot,” she says, “and I find that a 
twelve- or eighteen-inch circle of rad- 
ishes, onion sets or carrots, or a dozen 
or so lettuce plants, will do quite as 
well as when planted in a row. To- 
matoes, neatly supported, are good 
background plants and are quite orna- 
mental when they begin to ripen. 
Cucumbers, with their starry yellow 
blossoms, make very decorative vines.” 

We consider tomatoes, pole beans, 
broccoli and lettuce the most reward- 
ing of all in terms of space and care 
required. A space as small as 10 by 
15 feet will provide these vegetables 
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for a family of three or four. From 
one planting, the beans and tomatoes 
will yield until frost, and sprouting or 
Italian broccoli for a month or more 
longer. (The day before Christmas 
we had broccoli from plants set out 
last April!) Of these four, only the 
lettuce requires succession plantings. 

A 25- by 50-foot garden will pro- 
vide space for the vegetables usually 
wanted, including some sweet corn, 
with the exception of such space con- 
sumers as succession plantings of sweet 
corn, melons and winter squash. 

Location of the vegetable garden is 
important. Full, unobstructed sun- 
shine for at least four to six hours a 
day, preferably before mid-afternoon, 
is essential for best results. This point 
is even more important in growing 
vegetables than it is with flowers, for 
with the latter the attainment of full 
size is of less importance and one 
need not worry at all about sugar 
content. 

Moisture supply should be consid- 
ered. Growing vegetables without 
water available is a harassing gamble, 
for drought results in poor yields and 
poor quality, or even complete fail- 
ure, and may upset a_ pre-planned 
timetable for harvesting and _replant- 
ing. Adequate mulching may help 
greatly in delaying the effects of 
drought, but it involves extra work 
and at best can only conserve mois- 
ture, not provide more when it is 
needed. 

The character of the soil available 
for a vegetable patch is of less im- 
portance. Within reasonable limits, 
any soil may be made to grow excel- 
lent vegetables. A rather light, sandy 
soil, if well supplied with humus— 
either by the addition of manure or 
green crops such as winter rye and 
vetch—dug under and provided with 
an adequate supply of water makes 
an almost-perfect condition for vege- 
table growing. Heavier (clay) soils 
hold moisture longer and are therefore 
less dependent on watering. They 
should be well drained and made more 
friable by the addition of humus and 
raw ground limestone. 

Chemical fertilizers alone, in most 
soils, will not give maximum crops. 
Unless an abundance of humus is 
present—as in most muck or bog soils, 
or on land newly cleared of woods or 
previously in turf—humus, in one 
form or another, must be added. For 
the first season generous quantities of 
peatmoss or compost, used in planting 
rows and hills, will help greatly. After 
that the soil can gradually be built up 
by growing green manure crops dur- 
ing the fall and winter, or during sum- 
mer whenever a strip of soil will: be 
vacant for two months or more. In 
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4 REGULAR 25¢ PACKETS 
One each of the following 
TOMATO - Giant Beefsteak, Home 
Garden Favorite. Bright red smooth 
fruits. Shy Seeder. ASTER - Giant 
Shaggy-Mixed Colors. PETUNIA- 
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ATLAS FISH EMULSION 


The original fish fertilizer emulsion 
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ATLAS FISH FERTILIZER CO., Dept. C 
No. 1 Drumm S$t., San Francisco 11, Calif. 
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Send 25c¢ plete descriptions. 55 kinds in full color! Book 
ts brimful of information on Daylilies. 
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(AN) yellow; Mary Guenther, bicolor; Morocco Red, 


maroon; Eric Jr., dwarf red; Mrs. B. F. Bonner, 
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whopper; Royal Ruby, ruby red. 
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Route 2, Box 327-F, Salem, Oregon 
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FREE! 
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addition to the humus, a fertilizer, in 
the form of manure or a complete 
chemical plant food such as 5-10-5, 
will be required for most soils. 

While “practice makes perfect” in 
growing vegetables just as in any other 
undertaking, there is no reason why 
even the rank beginner cannot look 
forward to a satisfactory degree of 
success, especially if he has had some 
experience with other types of plants. 
The six mistakes which the tyro is 
most likely to make are: 

Planting tender crops too early, with 
the result that seed rots in the ground 
or plants are nipped by late frost. 
These include bush and lima beans, 
sweet corn, vine crops (squash and 
melons), peppers, eggplant and to- 
matoes. Delay planting until after 
danger of last hard frost. 

Planting cool-weather crops too 
late. Plant cabbage, beets, carrots, 
lettuce, onions, parsnips, peas, rad- 
ishes, spinach and turnips just as early 
as ground can be dug and worked. 

Sowing seed too thickly. This only 
makes extra work later on when plants 





must be thinned out. With small 
seeds—such as lettuce, turnips, onions 
—10 to 20 per foot is ample. With 
large seeds such as beans and corn, 
sow 5 to 7 per foot. 

Covering small seeds too deep. 
Covering % inch is sufficient for small 
seeds. Too-deep covering results in 
poor germination, especially in a heavy 
soil or during very wet weather. 

Neglecting to thin. Overcrowded 
vegetables cannot develop properly. 
Just as soon as plants have made 
second or third true leaves, thin out 
to stand at least 2 to 3 inches apart. 
If and when they still crowd, make a 
second thinning. 

Lack of cultivation. Do not allow 
soil between and around plants to 
form a compact, hard crust. Culti- 
vate often enough to maintain a loose, 
weed-free surface. 

Try a half-dozen or so different 
kinds of vegetables this year, and see 
if you can’t tell the difference when 
you compare them with the kinds you 
have been eating. Or try even one. 
We know several gardeners who get 
as much fun out of specializing in 
one crop, such as lettuce in several 
varieties, or super-flavor cantaloupes, 
as any chrysanthemum or iris fan does 
from his hobby.® 
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Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Greenwood 46, S. C. 







FOLIAGE 
































Ornamental! plus loads 
of juicy flavorful berries. Newest varieties includ- 
ing beoring-age plants ... NO WAITING! Bargain 
prices also on fruits, evergreens, roses. 


ZILKE Bros. Nursery, Box 190, Baroda, Mich. 


FREE ADVANCE COPY NEW CATALOG 


60 illustrated | pages of unusual and hard-to-find 
and accessories for African 
voles” Gloxinias, Geraniums, Azaleas, all green- 








house and indoor plants. Everything from potting 
mixes and plant foods to large aluminum plant 
stands and fluorescent lights. Largest selection any 


catalog specializing in supplies for indoor plants 
and greenhouse. Send now for your free copy. 


THE HOUSE PLANT CORNER, Box $32, Oxford, Maryland 
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6 TOP VARIETIES 
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6 Large plants $3.00 
Also Tuberous Begonias 
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[From Pace 51] ordering a dozen 
plants of any or all of the following 
varieties: SEPTEMBER, LATHAM and 
TAYLOR are good one-crop varieties; 
everbearing kinds such as INDIAN SUM- 
MER, EARLY RED and DURHAM are 
preferable in regions which are sub- 
jected to low temperatures and drying 
wind, which often cause canes to be 
killed to the ground. Plant them 18 
inches apart in rows 8 feet apart. 

“When the days lengthen, the cold 
strengthens.” This old saw is a re- 
minder that most of the damage to 
broad-leaved evergreens is during late 
winter and in very early spring when 
brisk winds and bright sunshine cause 
their leaves to lose moisture which 
the roots are unable to replenish when 
the soil is frozen. If the winter has 
been really tough, so that the ground 
is still deeply frozen, it is advisable to 
shade evergreens such as rhododen- 
drons to protect them from wind and 
sun. This can be done by covering 
them with cut evergreen boughs such 
as pine or fir. If these are not avail- 
able you can use burlap bags attached 
to a light wooden frame, or spray them 
with a latex or wax preparation which 
will, to a large extent, prevent the loss 
of moisture. 

If you live in the northern part of 
our range—Maine, Vermont, New 
Hampshire and the inland parts of 
Massachusetts and New York (espe- 
cially in the mountainous areas)—the 
ground may be unworkable because 
it is still frozen; therefore, plants re- 
ceived by mail cannot be set out. 
Most reputable nurserymen take this 
into consideration and delay shipments 
where winter lingers on. However, the 
vagaries of weather often work against 
the best climatic information available 
to the nurseryman. If, by accident or 
otherwise, plants should reach you 
while the outdoors is still frozen tight, 
put them in a coldframe, an unheated 
garage or out of doors. Unpack them 
and lay them together in an orderly 
row. Cover the roots with moist saw- 
dust or peatmoss and the tops with 
burlap, straw or excelsior. Plant at 
the first opportunity. 

There are many chores to be done 
in March in the southern part of our 
range, say from the coastal regions of 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire, Connecticut, New York, 
Pennsylvania and southward. When 
the frost has left the ground and the 
surface has dried so that it is possible 
to spade, garden peas, spinach and 
onions may be sown, as well as sweet 
peas and other hardy annuals. Rose- 
bushes should be planted as early as 
possible, provided the soil is not wet 
and sticky. 

A new lawn should ideally be started 
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Northern Pointers 


in late summer and early fall, but 
spring planting can be successful pro- 
vided the seed is in the ground early. 
Bald spots in the existing lawn also 
may be seeded. The reason for start- 
ing early is that the grass needs a 
chance tc make good growth before 
the weed seeds begin to germinate. 

Look over bulbs, corms and tubers 
that are stored in the cellar. If dahlia 
roots are shriveled, moisten the peat- 
moss or other material in which they 
are stored. If you neglected to “de- 
thrip” gladiolus corms last fall, do so 
now by dusting with 5 per cent DDT. 

Tuberous begonias, especially if new 
shoots are showing, should be started 
by putting them in a flat of moist peat- 
moss or vermiculite. As soon as the 
shoots have grown an inch or so, place 
them in a well-lighted window. When 
growth is 3 or 4 inches, remove from 
peatmoss and plant in pots of soil. 

It is time to remove coverings of 
salt hay or excelsior from plants 
stored for the winter in a coldframe. 
These plants, such as pansy, English 
daisy and chrysanthemum, should be 
hardened for outdoor life by partly 
removing the sash on mild days. As 
you make your rounds keep an eye 
open for plants which have been 
heaved out by frost and firm them into 
the ground with your foot. 


Question of the Month 


Q. My sister toured the British Isles 
last spring and at many places saw 
an unusually attractive evergreen 
shrub. It was 4 to 6 feet high, with 
shining 3- to 5-inch leaves, somewhat 
notched or serrated; some were varie- 
and dark-green 
blotches, and in April and May the 
elongated red fruits were dropping as 
though pushed off by the developing 
fiower buds. Flowers were inconspicu- 
ous. Fruits were about the size of a 
large currant and were elongated. 
Upon inquiry, she was told it was 
cherry-laurel. I would like to try them 
here, but perhaps they are too tender 
for our climate in southern New Jer- 
sey. What is your opinion? 

A. Your description does not fit 
the commonly known cherry-laurel 
(Prunus caroliniana). 1 feel reasonebly 
sure that the plant is Aucuba japonica. 
As to its hardiness, I have known 
plants to survive outdoors on Long 
Island, New York, but with severe 
injury when the winters were colder 
than usual. It should grow well in 
your region, especially if it is planted 
so that it is not exposed to sun during 
the winter and is protected from strong 
winds. The variegated form, A. japon- 
ica variegata, has yellow spotted leaves 
and is known as the Gold-dust tree-® 
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WATER LILY 
CATALOG 


EVERY home needs a POOL! 
This valuable handbook 
gives complete instruction 
for pool building, planting 
and care, Richly illustrated 
In color. 


Shows tropical water lilies, water 
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—gold fish and water gardening 
supplies, Tricker’s prices are the 
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now. (15 cents in Canada.) 
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[From Pace 50] California should 
have been completed in February so 
hurry if the job has been missed. 
Mid-March is best in all but the colder 
parts of the Northwest. Perhaps the 
best guide for rose-pruning time in 
the Northwest is when the buds begin 
to swell. Don’t be in a hurry—pre- 
mature pruning can force new growth 
which can be hurt by late frosts. 

Tuberous begonias should be started 
into growth this month. And if you’re 
planning to add more to your collec- 
tion this year, get a wiggle on and 
order the tubers at once. While a 
greenhouse is ideal for starting tubers, 
a warm, sunny porch at the back of 
the house will usually do as‘a sub- 
stitute. Set the begonia tubers in shal- 
low flats of damp peatmoss and keep 
them watered lightly each day until 
good root systems and top growth have 
developed. Then they can be potted 
up and set outdoors in April and May 
after all danger of frost is over. 

Plant summer-flowering bulbs in the 
Southwest but in the Northwest wait 
until the ground thoroughly warms up. 
Include in your planting: callas, can- 
nas, amaryllis and gladiolus. 

Summer annuals can be started now 
for flowers in June if you have the 
proper facilities. A little greenhouse 
or lath-house makes early sowing pos- 


sible. Petunias, marigolds, China-asters, 
fibrous-rooted begonias and all the 
other popular favorites ought to be 
sown. Zinnias, real hot-weather lovers, 
are the exception. Professional grow- 
ers have proven time and time again 
that plants from April-planted zinnia 
seeds generally outdistance those from 
March-planted seed. 

There’s no substitute for humus 
when it comes to improving soil tex- 
ture. The easiest way to add humus to 
the soil (and this is because you can 
buy it conveniently at the garden cen- 
ters) is to work in well-rotted manure 
and peatmoss. 

N. rth-"c-t gardeners won’t have to 
worry about alkaline soil conditions. 


This is a real headache in the South- 
west, and there it is often necessary to 
apply soil sulphur when the weather 
warms up (not before), at the rate of 
about .3 to 5 pounds per 100 square 
feet. If adobe (stuff the Indians made 
bricks out of) is the problem, then 
rely on the use of gypsum and sphag- 
num peat to break it up. 

In the South apply fertilizer now 
but in the North wait several more 
weeks until growth begins to start. 
Select from the many good, balanced 
organic fertilizers that feed for several 
months, a liquid type or one of the 
new pelletized forms. From experi- 
ence, you will find that each type of 
fertilizer has its own particular value. 

Snails, slugs and sowbugs are the big 
pest offenders in the garden now. Use 
bug pellets containing metaldehyde to 
lure them to swift death. Ants, whether 
in your plants indoors or a general 
nuisance outdoors, should be fought 
with a dieldrin spray or dust. This 
brings to mind a quip from John J. 
Morse: 

“7 never saw a lygus bug, 

I never want to see one. 
But if I do, I'll dieldrin him, 
Until there just won’t be one!” 


Questions of the Month 


Q. I have two young fig trees in 
sandy soil that have done reasonably 
well the last few years; however, in 
1956 they had small, hard fruits. Can 
you give me some hints on irrigation 
and fertilizing? 

A. Quick changes in the weather, 
such as you get close to the coast, 
normally raise havoc with the fig 
crops. These trees prefer a warm, dry 
atmosphere. However, since you've 
had luck before, don’t give up the 
trees. See that the trees get regular 
irrigations from late. spring until early 
fall. Water thoroughly about every 3 
to 4 weeks, letting the water trickle 
slowly for 6 to 8 hours. A combina- 
tion mulch of rotted manure and 
sphagnum peat, about 2 inches thick, 
will help—particularly if it is applied 
in March. 

Q. I’ve had trouble getting celery 
seed to germinate quickly. Do you 
know of any chemical aids? 

A. Not only is the seed of celery 
slow to germinate, but parsley and 
celeriac are also slow. Old-timers smile 
and say that the seed of parsley “must 
go back and forth to the devil six 
times before it will germinate.” How- 
ever, if you’re a believer in modern 
processes, you could speed up germina- 
tion by soaking seeds in hot water for 
2 to 4 hours before sowing. Also, one 
of the hormone powders available at 
the dealers will help.® 
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Southern Ramblings 


[FRoM PaGeE 51] the bulbs cooler 
and growing for a longer time than 
when planted shallow. He plants all 
of his tulip bulbs at least 10 inches 
deep, and prefers to have them 12 
inches. This sounds like an excep- 
tional depth at which to plant the 
bulbs, but when I took a spade and 
examined one of the beds, I found the 
soil had been worked down to about 
15 inches. In stiff, unconditioned 
soils, 10 to 12 inches would probably 
be too deep, but Mr. Burgin uses a 
liberal amount of humus.  Half- 
rotted leaves in large quantities are 
worked in right down to the bottom 
of the beds, and after the planting is 
completed he covers the beds with a 
2-inch layer of screened leafmold. 

When foliage is well yellowed, in- 
dicating maturity of the bulbs, he digs 
and stores them in the basement or 
some other place where the tempera- 
ture does not rise very high. He pre- 
fers to plant around December 1, but 
due to the great number of bulbs han- 
dled and a limited crew of workers, 
he finds it necessary to begin this op- 
eration in early November and then 
does not finish until near Christmas. 

The Georgia chrysanthemum show, 
held in the Atlanta area at the same 
time as the bulb conference, we missed 
by a day. We did go out to College 
Park, Georgia, to see the extensive 
chrysanthemum planting of Mrs. Mary 
Palmour, one of the best-known chrys- 
anthemum growers in the South. Her 
exhibition varieties were especially 
good. It was for Mrs. Palmour that 
the popular new variety MARY 
PALMOUR was named by a California 
grower. 

In our travels across Georgia, which 
took us very near the South Carolina 
line, and back across Alabama and 
Mississippi, we noticed that chrysan- 
themums formed the backbone of 
practically all fall gardens. This was 
apparent both in the towns we passed 
through and the gardens of the coun- 
try places we passed along the high- 
ways. Hurt Park in Atlanta was 
resplendent with its great masses of 
garden varieties in full bloom. The 
yellows and whites, planted in com- 
bination with golden and scarlet al- 
ternantheras made a brilliant autumn 
picture. I have long held that, by the 
lavish use of garden-type chrysanthe- 
mums, our fall gardens in the Middle 
and Upper South can be almost as 
brilliantly colorful as the Gulf Coast 
gardens are in spring when the azaleas 
are in full bloom there. 

We saw two chrysanthemum shows 
last fall, those at Heidelberg and 
Meridian, Mississippi. Both shows 
were better than in previous years. 

Exhibition varieties awarded blue 
ribbons included: COUNTRY MAIDEN, 
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CouNTRY GENTLEMEN, BUNBU, FERN 
Epwarps, GIANT Betsy Ross, GLAM- 
ouR, KEYSTONE, MARIE DEPETRIS, 
Mary PALMOUR, NIGHTINGALE, YEL- 
Low FrRIL_, YoutTH, MELopy, Lor- 
RAINE, F. S. Parks, Rose BOowL, 
SUNNY SLOPE SPLENDOR and WHITE 
FERN EDWARDS. © 

Garden varieties showing up well 
both in the garden and show rooms 
were: AVALANCHE, HARBINGER, CAP- 
TAIN COOK, JEWEL, CARNIVAL, Ka- 
SHIMA, GOLD Coast, RED GOLD, 
Rep Ripinc Hoop, Pink Dot, YEL- 
Low Dot, LEE PowELL, RuTH SCOTT, 
PEACH QUEEN, ORCHID Lapy, Pop- 
CORN, Mrs. P. S. DUPONT and PRis- 
TINE. All of these were definitely out- 
standing. 

We love KasHIMA and PINK SWEET- 
HEART for their hardiness as well as 
for their beauty. After the first fine 
crop of blooms was removed the 
plants put on more growth and gave a 
good second crop; they were in full 
bloom the day after Thanksgiving, 
when the temperature dropped to 19°, 
and flowers did not show the slightest 
injury. PINK SWEETHEART is a cas- 
cade, but we grew it as a garden type, 
for which use it is well suited. In 
order to minimize the danger of in- 
sects and disease be sure to start your 
chrysanthemums from fresh cuttings 
—never from divisions of the old 
clumps. Clip off tops of the new 
growth and root in sand or a mixture 
of sand and peatmoss. 

Plant chrysanthemum cuttings from 
February until June, depending on the 
type. Cuttings of the cascade types 
should be planted in late February or 
March, but April to early May will 
be time enough for planting cuttings 
of the garden chrysanthemums. 
Rooted cuttings of the exhibition or 
“football” kinds need not be planted 
until late May or early June. 

It is usually recommended that 
chrysanthemums not be grown in the 
same plot more than one year in suc- 
cession, due to danger of disease, but 
we get around this difficulty by steriliz- 
ing the soil with a fumigant such as 
DD or Vapam before planting. 

Plant summer annuals in the open 
ground in the Rio Grande Valley, 
along the Gulf Coast and across 
Florida. These include castor bean, 
coxcomb, marigold, immortelle, peri- 
winkle, portulaca, sunflower, torenia 
and verbena. Farther north start these 
varieties in protected beds. All through 
the South March is a fine month for 
starting new lawns of centipede, St. 
Augustine and zoysia. 

Daffodills, in our Southern soils, re- 
quire very little additional nitrogen 
but should have rather liberal feedings 
of both phosphate and potash. In fer- 
tile soils you may use either bonemeal 
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IMAGINE, for less than 50¢ each you 
get A complete, beautiful rose garden of 10 
Prolific plants in varieties and colors of your OWN 
choice! Plants that you can be SURE will bring you 
the utmost in gardening pleasure because: (1) EACH 
PLANT I8 GOVERNMENT INSPECTED AND 
GUARANTEED DISEASE FREE! (2) 
PLANT I8 FRESHLY DUG AND PRUNED 
READY FOR PLANTING! (3) EACH PLANT I8 
LABELED TRUE TO VARIETY AND COLOR! 
(4) EACH ORDER I8 SCTENTIFICALLY MOIST- 
URE WRAPPED TO REACH YOU IN A LIVING- 
FRESH CONDITION. THEY ARE NOT WAXED! 
(5) EACH PLANT I8 UNCONDITIONALLY 
GUARANTEED FOR 60 DAYS BY TY-TEX, 
SINCE 1924 ONE OF THE NATION'S LEADING 
DIRECT-TO-YOU ROSE NURSERIES. Make your 
own selection from these world famous varieties: 


REDS! 
( Better Times 
( Etoile De Hollande 
(Crimson Glory 
(0) Rea Radiance 
(CD Ami Quinard 
Night 


PINKS! 

(OD Editor McFarland 
CO Pink Radiance 
(D The Doctor 


Briarcliff 
Picture 


TWO-TONES! 
(0) Condesa De Sastage 
(J Countess Vandal 
"(J Talisman 
CO President Hoover 


YELLow! 
( Luxembourg 
() MeGredy 
( Souer Therese 
(CD Golden Charm 
C Eclipse 
WHITES! 
0 K. A. Viktoria 
() White Am. Beauty 
(CD White Briarcliff 


CLIMBERS! 
( Cl. Red Am. Beauty 
(0 Cl. Pauls Scarlet 


REMEMBER! If you are not completely satisfied 
with each plant, simply return the plant or plants 
within 60 days and your money will be cheerfully re- 
funded! Send check or M.O. for $4.98 for each group 
of 10 plants ordered and they will be shipped post- 
paid to you, at the proper planting time in your area! 


EXTRA! EXTRA! Send names and addresses of 3 
neighbers and your order will include a glorious 

. . » America’s most prolific climbing red 
rose FREE of extra charge! OFFER LIMITED! 
Place your order NOW! 


TY-TEX ROSE NURSERY 
Box 532-Y, “Since 1924", Tyler, Texas 
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PYRAMID GARDEN 


Adds interest and beauty toyour garden. Produces a 
bigger, better crop. 6 ft. size just right for 50 siaehe. 





Only $7.95 ppd. 
SPECIAL! 5 ft. aluminum garden with ue 
Superfection everbearing Indy $9.3 plants. 


ORDER FROM Tas as SEND CHECK Guly $9.95 ppd. 
MINNETONKA NURSERIES 
Dept. F-3 , Minnesota 
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or one of the 0-20-20 bulb foods; on 
very poor soils something like 5-20-20 
would perhaps be more satisfactory. 
Dig a liberal handful of the fertilizer 
into the soil around each medium- 
sized clump. Late February or early 
March—after the bulb foliage has 
come through the surface, but before 
the plants come into bloom—is a good 
time to feed them. 

Feed both azaleas and camellias 
in March right after they have finished 
blooming. The several special azalea- 
camellia plant foods are very satisfac- 
tory and their use will make it unnec- 
essary to apply additional acidifiers. 

Begin pulling away the mulch 
placed around plants for winter pro- 
tection. Keep an eye on the weather, 
in order not to get caught by a freeze 
as we were in late March two years 
ago. Such items as day-lily and ama- 
ryllis seedlings shouid have air and 
sunlight now that they are beginning 
to make new growth. Dahlias mulched 


Es . aM and left in the ground should be 
CHINGS Le) ~ checked also. If there is evidence of 


ut , sprouting, you'd better dig, separate 
Vike. CC Ma and replant pretty soon. 
j #3 Many of the perennials we grow in 


re 


the South start growth very early, and 


° those not separated in the fall should 
Sioa Poe ny fo —— have attention in very early spring. 


- . All Shasta-type daisies, eupatorium, 
pink which has set the experts drooling! ty. ae phlox and physostegia will be showing 


%& PINK CHIMES, a smoother, more deeply a . sufficient growth by the middle of the 
colored Pink Sensation. month to warrant dividing and re- 


te FROST and FLAME, a big snow white + a planting. 


with fiery tangerine beard. cy 2 
¥%& GOLDEN GARLAND, giant ruffled flower “ Questions of the Month 

in gleaming ivory and bright yellow. rn ty Q. There seem to be insects on the 
3 NEW BLENDS from DR. KLEINSORGE— e undersides of the leaves on my camel- 

One is a mixture of RICH PLUM over- ‘ lia plants, but they are not like the 

iia Gees the ater o neice ’ scale that attacked them a few years 

COPPER-BROWN, heavily crinkled. ago. Is there more than one type of 


scale? What is the best remedy? 
Wir eas ot te A. Yes, there are several types of 


“ scale that attack camellias, the most 
lovely GARDEN SCENES . . . all in color! common of which, in most sections of 
the South, is the tea scale. They are 

Send 25¢ for AMERICA’S FINEST IRIS BOOK y 


$3 Poeea apegant es aad pt surrounded by a whitish substance, 
pages, wit rge colored pictures. Over % 

100 natural color kodachrome illustrations, money- whereas others have only a hard-shell 
saving collections, lists and describes almost 300 covering, and attach themselves closely 

modetn varieties. If you are planning to plant your to the leaves. Florida Volck or other 


first Iris, or if you are a seasoned Iris expert, you oil emulsion is standard treatment, but 
simply must see and own one of these beautiful books. 


“ ae the newer remedies containing mala- 
A a nv istribut . . . 

without Spies 200 fon ae, josetad tne thion are also effective, especially 
your first order. It costs us almost double that t when applied in spring or fall when 
the insects are breeding. ([Editor’s 
note: For more about the culture of 
camellias, including information on 
scale, see page 37, this issue.] 

Q. What causes the blooms on my 
azaleas to wilt overnight? I find no 
evidence of insect or disease. 

A. The trouble is probably azalea 
petal blight. It has given much trouble 
along the Gulf Coast and in Florida 
in recent years. Blooms for this sea- 
son cannot be saved, but begin spray- 

City State ing next spring with dithane or parzate 
Ph pining ay a ORS ar SE ay SEE ee Ce a ae ee oe just before the first flowers open.® 





Z 
'S GARDENS 
BOX -F, SILVERTON, OREGON 
CTenctoved is my 25¢ for which please send me America’s finest Iris catalog in full 
color, listing 300 modern varieties. The 25¢ is deductible from my first order. 
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Midwest Pointers 


[FROM PaGe 51] used at tempera- 
tures as low as 40° and they dry in an 
hour. 

Indoors, start seeds of ageratum, 
snapdragon, annual aster, cosmos, 
gaillardia, annual phlox, salpiglossis 
and verbena. 

Gradually remove straw from plants 
of strawberries, starting in mid-March 
along the Ohio; at the end of the 
month at the Illinois-Wisconsin line; 
and in mid-April farther north. The 
straw may make the first contribution 
to the compost heap. Add a little fer- 
tilizer to help rot it quickly. 

Many Midwestern soils are heavy 
prairie loams. When lawns are grown 
on this soil compaction is a serious 
problem. How silly it is, then, to 
pack soil down with a heavy roller—a 


common practice in the spring. Resist. 


the impulse to roll lawns except per- 
haps with a very light, unweighted 
roller when the ground is well dried 
out. This tends to push back small 
heaved clumps of sod but it shouldn't 
be considered a means of leveling the 
lawn. 

Start raising coldframe sash during 
the days that are warm and airy. In 
the South they may be left off entirely, 
but be ready to restore them if un- 
seasonable freezes are predicted. 

The time to start dahlia tubers in 
sand for cuttings is here. Better delay 
until the end of the month, however, 
in the North so they won’t have to re- 
main indoors too long. 

Risk an early planting of snap beans 
and many half-hardy vegetables. Be 
sure to treat the seed with a seed 
protectant to prevent rotting in cold 
soil. Watch the oak trees and when 
new leaves are as big as squirrels’ ears 
it is time to start gambling. Also make 
the first planting of gladiolus corms 
and continue every two weeks for a 
succession of bloom. 

Dormant sprays may still be applied, 
but buds will be too far advanced in 
a week or two. Finish all dormant 
pruning but don’t trim spring-flowering 
shrubs now or you will remove flower 
buds. 

Take cuttings from  geraniums, 
fuchsias, double petunias and other 
bedding plants. 

Outdoors, sow seeds of hardy an- 
nuals over the tulip beds. Poppies, 
larkspurs, bachelors-buttons and an- 
nual chrysanthemums seeded now will 
flower in late June. Have some late 
bedding plants started to succeed them. 
These, plus some hardy chrysanthe- 
mums moved into the bed in full 
bloom in September, come as close as 
possible to the ideal combination of 
plants for continuous blocm in the 
border. 
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Plant dormant trees and shrubs as 
soon as the soil can be worked. Best 
time to move evergreens, however, is 
a little later, just as they are about to 
start new growth. 

Separate chrysanthemum clumps 
into single-stem divisions as soon as 
the soil can be worked. This is a de- 
terrent to disease so often found in 
dense, old weak clumps. 

For earlier rhubarb try covering a 
clump with a deep box or wooden 
barrel. Pack fresh manure around 
the box for heat. If manure can’t be 
had, mix dried leaves with fertilizer 
and dampen the mixture. 


Question of the Month 


Q. Our garden club has a special 
contest for big onions in its fall show. 
What can I do this spring to win? 

A. Start seedlings now in a flat. Use 
one of the new hybrid sweet Spanish 
varieties or the old AmLsa CRAIG ex- 
hibition variety. When apple trees are 
in bloom, transplant seedlings outdoors 
in a loose, rich soil and space 6-inches 
apart. Feeding with liquid fertilizer 
every two weeks will increase size.® 
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Test your soil 
before spading it 


@ BEFORE SPADING SOIL in early 
spring test a handful for moisture 
content. If the soil forms a mass 
that does not fall apart readily it is 
entirely too wet for spading. When 
a clayey wet soil is spaded it forms 
into lumps which become very hard 
when baked by the sun. Crushing 
these lumps with the back of a 
spade requires considerable effort. 
Time and labor will be saved by 
waiting until soil is sufficiently dry 
before spading. 
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GET RID OF UGLY 


CRAB GRASS 


FERTILIZE YOUR 
LAWN 


CRABGRASS ond 
SOIL PEST CONTROL 


EARLY SPRING 


Proved 85 to 1 
emective in Killing Crab Grass Seeds 


1. Apply Fall or Early Spring: The seed-kill- 
ing ingredients are highly insoluble and 
remain on the surface to kill seeds that 
ripen and wy £ = 5 eaten’ in addition 
to those on time of applica- 
tion. 


» Oeby Sas Re ee peser Angee 


cation protects 
crab grass for © year or longer. Other crab 
grass control products must be applied 
two, three or four times during the grow- 
ing season. 


. Does Not Injure Perennial Grasses: PAX 
Crabgrass and Soil Pest Control fertilizes 
and utifies bluegrass and other desir- 
able perennial grasses. Also conditions the 
soil with Perlite. 


. Ease of Application: PAX Crabgrass and 
Soil Pest Control is as easy to apply as any 
commercial fertilizer. 


. Controls Most Common Soil. Pests: PAX 
Crabgrass and Soil Pest Control kills lawn 
moth larvae, grubs, night crawlers, ear- 
wigs, ants and cutworms. 





Crabgrass and Soil ee Control. 
Dealer and Jobber Inquiries Invited 


FREE! NOW 
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CRAB GRASS CONTROL 


MAIL THIS 
ae) t) te), 


recece 


KELLY-WESTERN SEED DIV. 


Dept. F3, Box 2310 
it Lake City 10, Utah 


Please send me your FREE leaflet “Get Rid of 
Ugly Crab Grass.” 


Name 
Address. 























Fertilize with 
TRIPLE XXX 


ose Maker 


precision formulated for 
BIGGER BLOOMS 
BETTER COLOR 

MORE ROSES 


THREE BIG WAYS BETTER 


1. Organic blood base produces 
loads of 6” and larger blooms with 
richer color. 


2. F.T.E. perfect soil mineralizer 
provides essential elements for big 
producing, healthier bushes. 


3. K-631 Soil Conditioner provides 
ideal soil structure . . . quick avail- 
ability of nutrients and moisture. 
In 2%-Ib., 5-lb. and 10-Ib. boxes. 
Also 25 and 50 Ib. bags. 
Ask your dealer or write us. 

THE STADLER FERTILIZER CO. 
1010 Denison Ave. ® Cleveland 9, Ohio 


COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 


Burkleigh Com; Activator is 
ural, organic ake sweet, earth. con past 
from leaves, grass clippings, garden waste , =z: 
straw d if 





: . orainhia, A 
does much. Keeps full strength until used. 

Send only $1. for enough to activate up to 
two tons, plus com instructions juding 
“SECRETS OF SAWDUST” and special 32-page 
booklet, "GARDENING IN GOD'S WAY.” 
ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delivery. 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. B-92, Towson, Md. 


1957 Plant 
Discoveries 


Novelties 

Red Satin Petunia 

All America 
Glitters Petunia 

All America 
Twinkle Little Star Phiox. many pinks pkt 35¢ 
Ortho-Polka Zinnia. Giant Peppermint Stick..........pkt 25¢ 
Crackerjack Marigold. Early fil. Sunset Gts 
Mardi Gras Snaps, F-2 Hy. Many new colors 
Fall Festival Dahlia mixture, dark foliage 
Sparkle Mixed Verbena. Dwarf compact plant 
Treasure Island Zinnia Red & Gold Cactus 
Extra Early Dbie Bachelor-Button mixture..............pkt 25¢ 
Fairy Mixed Candytuft. Dwarf 8” umbellata pkt 25¢ 
Collection: 11 pkts ($3.35 Value) cccceccccsecssseeeesnseee $3.00 











Petunias are Easy-to-grow when sown in No- 
dampoff (Sphagn' pkge $1.25 p. p. 
11 pkts Petunia for $4.00 











Catalog of other Novelties on request 


BURNETT-SEEDSMEN INC. 


23-25 Warren St., N. Y. 7, N. Y. Dept. A 
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How We Solved the Bank Problem 


[FROM PAGE 66] its feet. The ivy lived 
in a half-hearted way, but showed not 
a new leaf. In spots the euonymus 
disappeared altogether. At best, it 
held its own, faintheartedly. Of grass, 
there was not a vestage save below. 
It did come later to plague us—when 
we did not need it. 

A year seemed a long time to wait 
for results. Yet stones and ivy and 
euonymus had some effect that win- 
ter, for the bank did not dissolve as 
we had dreaded. Much of it held sur- 
prisingly well under the buffeting of 
the weather. 

In the spring, we decided to try 
roses. We argued that they would 
stand a sporting chance, especially low 
down, just above the top of the wall, 
where they would find a footing of 
sorts. Euonymus was beginning to 
show more life there the second year; 
indeed, it soon was swinging pleasingly 
down the face of the wall itself, a boon 
we had not counted on. Ivy, too, was 
growing now, in its second spring, as 
ivy will. 

We waited until fall, however, to 
plant our roses, then put in two rows 
of Max GraF, dormant, using the 
same care as before in digging holes 
and fortifying them with stones, and 
using plenty of topsoil and manure, 
plus a fistful of 5-10-5 to each hole. 

Toward the front of the house, 
where the slope was not nearly so 
steep nor so wide, we switched from 
Max GraF to others for variety and 
longer bloom. R. rugosa repens alba 
and CaRPET OF GOLD were two par- 
ticularly fortunate choices. For early 
blossom, we tried our old friends Hari- 
son’s Yellow and a Rosa Hugonis, for 
its height, with a Wichuraiana or so to 
give the low cover needed. (What an 
appealing white-and-gold flower it has, 
this memorial rose!) Almost before 
we appreciated what was happening, 
our hopeless, indeed alarming, bank 
had become the center of all our roses, 
its very height and pitch an unexpected 
asset. 

Near the top of the bank, the Scotch 
rose, R. spinosissima, seemed to like 
its location. Little by little, the taller 
roses began to show size and to trail 
downwards as we had hoped. For 
more constant flowering in midsum- 
mer, DREAM GIRL and INSPIRATION 
found their places. Finally, straining 
the budget, another long row of Max 
GrafF, 30 plants this time, went in just 
below the top edge of the slope where 
the upper grass leaves off and the real 
drop toward the drive begins. 

All this has taken time, of course, 
and strange things have happened. For 
one thing, more and more euonymus 
has taken hold and seems to thrive. 
We hope it does not throttle the roses. 


If it begins to do so, we'll move it, 
which won't be easy now. Meanwhile 
its roots are playing their part in hold- 
ing the bank. Ivy has been restricted 
to the top of the wall, where we have 
reinforced it with bits of Sedum 
acre (golden moss), Sedum hybridum 
(evergreen stonecrop), and Sedum 
stoloniferum coccineum, the scarlet 
running stonecrop. We may not like 
the last, but it’s worth the try. A few 
lily-of-the-valley pips have found their 
place also, just above the wall. They 
are lovely, but rampant spreaders, as 
everybody knows. Probably one day 
we'll regret having them among the 
roses, and then what a battle there will 
be, for it is roses with us now or noth- 
ing. The main thing is that the plant- 
ing, mixed as it has been, still holds. 
Not enough earth washed down the 
face of the wall this year to discolor 
the drive. 

One trouble, though, has been grass. 
When we needed it, none grew, not a 
blade of it. Now we have too much 
among the roses, but these are slowly 


taking over and matting closer. There 


has been far less grass and weed 
growth to contend with this year than 
last. 

For mulch, we have used wood ashes 
from our hearths, odd sawdust piles 
as they were available, and a bale or 
two of peatmoss now and then. The 
soil has received a generous sprinkling 
of 5-10-5 in the spring. 

We certainly had a problem with 
our drive bank. Cost or not, we had to 
bulldoze and we had to stop wash-off, 
and we hoped for some beauty to heal 
the scars. All our roses, more than 
one hundred of them now, were not 
bought in one year, naturally. Yet now 
there is a carpet of MAX GRAF cover- 
ing three quarters of the bank’s length 
with blossom in spring. The rest of 
the slope is gay with floribundas, not 
nearly so close matting, but just what 
we need for color where the pitch of 
the bank relents, close to our farm- 
house door. 

The secret of persuading roses to 
perch and thrive on such an inclined 
plane seems to lie in the deep holes 
we dug for them, buttressed by stones, 
the shelter of the euonymus, and the 
feeding they got at the start—deep 
down below their roots, where they 
needed it.® 


FLOWER CROWER 





Camellia Petal Blight 


[FRoM PaGe 52] That summer the 
states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Tennessee adopted 
quarantines regulating the movement 
of camellia plants with soil and flowers 
from California and, in some cases, 
from Oregon and Atlanta. 

Heretofore, Western growers had 
shipped plants in soil in containers. Reserve your FREE copy 
Many of them honestly believed the by sending a post-card today! 
disease to be of little consequence (one . p . ae earieae 

. A ‘oge after page of gorgeous roses in vivid, glowing colors. .. 
wrote that in 1949 it was unknown to beautiful full color pictures of old favorites, os well as 
99.9 per cent of Californians) , that a exciting rlew creations to add to your rose collection! 
surface cleaning-off of the soil was seme en gee ee oe ead a 
sufficient and that camellias could not bisa stn Dh tao Sha? 4 Saadialiniehiedabe hare Ras 
endure the bare-rooting required by blazing orange ond red in bud — full-blown, it’s petals are an s 
the quarantine. However, another exotic orange on top and copper streaked with red underneath. ig Gorgeous 
grower in 1954 wrote, “We've had a Also, you'll aps = of expert instructions to help 4 
terrible time this winter with camellia a salou itouaiiadiins 3 Full Color 
flower blight. It appeared in. all with your name and address to... 
the shows and blooms were thrown out 
the second morning.” 

Still another grower, reporting in 
1956, finds bare-rooting not such a 
hardship after all. His plants which 
are sent to states maintaining a quar- 
antine have all soil removed and roots 
washed and wrapped first in peatmoss, 
then in burlap and waterproof paper. 
They are shipped by air. After the SHADE PLUS DELICIOUS NUTS 
paper has been removed, the camellias AYLI Li ES NUT TREES © 
are planted with the burlap intact. AMERICA’S LARGEST Sechale af cae trom cae an 
Some of his customers claim their GROWER (30 Acres) New improved varieties — dis- 

Send for America’s finest | 
plants come through better this way full-color cotalog — it’s 9 crag Elona Kags 
than in a container with soil. yours — it's FREE, zelnut, Butternut. Also Ever- 

" bearing Figs, Persimmon trees, 

In 1950 infected flowers showed up Mulberry, Quince, Paw Paw trees. Write 
at a camellia show at Shreveport, Spring 3 Texas ZILKE Bros. Nursery, Box 130, Baroda, Mich. 
Louisiana. The shrubs had come from 
California by way of Texas, which did 
not impose a quarantine. The disease 


was found in a few gardens in that eZ 

city and also in Monroe. Through the ' .* - 
wholehearted cooperation of the Men’s Gat i, e N OW Yo U C an E n | Oo y 
Camellia Club of Shreveport and their Be ad nd we . 

publicity efforts the clean-up campaign me T by is W on fe! e rf U N ew 
there seems to have been successful. , “NORTHWEST” 


The state inspector found no flower 


' me J 
blight in Shreveport in 1956. Sk Ad | 
My next personal association with >: y 














the disease came in 1951 when Harry 
Daunoy took me to a New Orleans 
garden that had suspicious symptoms. 


Grow and enjoy the exciting new “NORTHWEST” strawberry, 
As we parted the mulch under the developed by the State College of Washington and inspected by 
shrubs, the fungous spores Came up in Wn. wong — = a. ——s best features od sete —— to produce out- 
: . standing flavor, big size, large yield and disease-resisting hardiness. Tantalizing sweet taste, 
puffs—like cigarette smoke—and I bright red color, long bearing season. Wonderful for eating fresh, freezing, canning, pre- 
collected a thousand apothecia under a serving. Plants available until June Ist, so give shipping date desired. All orders acknowl- 
" = 3 edged immediately. 
single camellia. We showed the speci- 


mens on television and the owner at- 12 PLANTS $2.50 


tempted a clean-up. However, the 25 PLANTS $4.50 | MT. aatuen Sete 
disease was too well established and 50 PLANTS $8.00 | 3007 Tulip Road, Bellingham, Wn. 
there was insufficient public interest . | 

I 

I 


and a lack of sufficient funds. When 100 PLANTS $14.00 

I returned in 1956 the disease had No COD's Please—All Shipments Postpaid 
spread over two square miles in the cineca 

famous garden district. By that time aera os len 

there was a good deal of public interest 


and a clamor for help. The 1957 pro- MT. BAKER PRODUCTS QW 
gram calls for the state department of 


agriculture to spray the ground in the 3007 Tulip Road, Bellingham, Washington | City & Gears 
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Tr} i +h SECRET bm alread 
100% GERMINATION 
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HORTICULTURAL MILLED 


Hature’s Finest Growing 
Medium for All Types of 
SEEDS, BULBS, PLANTS 


Agri. as well as hundreds of pro- 
fessional nuserymen everywhere. 
Package of ‘‘Nodampoff’’ Moss 
will 411 from 8 to 12 flower 
Pots or several flats. 

Trial Size, shipped anywhere 
in continental United States, 


$1.25 ns 





The loveliest of all flowers 
that can be grown at home. 
Exquisite jewel-like colors. 
Nearly every bloom reaches 


perfection. Easy to grow in tub, pool or farm 
pond. Write today to nearest office for your free 


copy of new, colorful 1957 catalog. 


THREE SPRINGS FISHERIES 
837 Main Road, Lilypons, Maryland 
Box 971, Dept. 837, Worcester, Mass. 
Box 508, Dept. 837, Salisbury, N.C. 





MOLES & “CHUCKS” 


. . THE EASY WAY 


Novel, effective destroyers: Light with 
a match and blitz out whole families 
of MOLES, rats, field mice, wood- 
chucks, ground squirrels, etc., at one 
“shot.” Safe, sure, aids to farmers 
and gardeners. 
1 Doz., $2.25; 3 Doz., $6.00 
Send Cash, Check or Money Order 
BULB BOOK FOR FALL PLANTING 
FREE lists finest TULIPS, HYACINTHS, im- 
ted from Holland. CROCUSES and 
other small bulbs for early bloom. DAFFODILS, 
including gorgeous bi-colors. Plant this Fall for 
gorgeous spring flowers. Write today. 


Burnett Bros., Inc. 


SEEDS - BULBS - PLANTS 
Dept. F, 92 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y. 
Telephones: BArclay 7-6138 and 7829 


r 








affected area with ferbam and for the 
city to collect fallen flowers weekly in 
a special truck. It is up to each citizen 
to pick up every flower on the ground 
and every faded flower on the bush at 
least once a week and place them in a 
special heavy paper bag provided for 
the purpose. 

Camellia flower blight is now pres- 
ent in several counties in North Caro- 
lina and is so widespread in Virginia 
that quarantine measures are con- 
sidered useless. When it appeared in 
Augusta in 1954 the state of Georgia 
took drastic action. State inspectors 
in the fall of 1954 and again in 1955 
removed flower buds from all ca- 
mellias on seventeen properties known 
to have the blight and on one hundred 
and thirty others placed under quar- 
antine because of exposure to the dis- 
ease. The city that sponsored the first 
camellia show had to be the first to 
cancel a show because of the disease. 
This year the camellias are being al- 
lowed to bloom, but each property 
owner has signed an agreement to re- 
move all spent flowers at least once a 
week. The state will continue to treat 
the soil. We know that sclerotia are 
capable of producing apothecia for at 
least three years. 

The appearance of the disease last 
winter near Summerville prompted the 
Garden Club of South Carolina to put 
on a campaign of public education and 
an appeal for a research appropria- 
tion. The state is not requiring dis- 
budding of all camellias on affected 
properties but it is advising a rigid san- 
itation program. 

Anyone growing camellias can help 
prevent further spread of flower 
blight by following a few simple rules. 

1, Exclude the disease. Order new 


camellias bare-rooted, with all flower 
buds showing color removed. Do not 
accept plants or flowers from friends 
in infected areas. In planning a ca- 
mellia show, require that all entries 
become the property of the committee, 
to be destroyed at the conclusion of 
the show. It is not generally recom- 
mended that shows be given up, for 
this is one way of surveying for blight. 

2. Watch for the disease. Report 
promptly to your county agent or ex- 
periment station any suspicious ca- 
mellias. There are many causes of 
brown flowers, including frost (which 
usually browns the petals in from the 
edges) and other fungi. Only a labora- 
tory can determine for certain that 
Sclerotinia camelliae is present. 

3. Eradicate the disease if it has be- 
come established. Remove the old 
mulch and destroy by burning. Pick 
up, at least once a week, every flower 
that has fallen to the ground and re- 
move any faded flowers still on the 
plant, for even the latter may form 
sclerotia. A single petal may produce 
a sclerotium, so it is important to col- 
lect flowers before they shatter. 

Treat the ground to inhibit forma- 
tion of apothecia (we cannot use ma- 
terials to actually kill the sclerotia 
without endangering the plants). Fer- 
bam is generally used, 1 pound to 25 
gallons of water, and the soil is 
drenched until 6 pounds of the chemi- 
cal has been applied to 1000 square 
feet. Start in January and repeat 
monthly through April. In experi- 
mental work, calcium cyanamid at the 
rate of 9.1 pounds per 1000 square 
feet, pentachloronitrobenzene at 4.5 
pounds per 1000 square feet and sul- 
fur at 1 pound to 180 square feet have 
successfully suppressed apothecia.® 








“Hold it, Hilda! I think P’ve found the trouble.” 
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Every Garden 
Needs Perennials 


{[FRoM Pace 59] of these and other 

perennial plant forms should help 

toward achieving the right effects in 
| your garden. 

i As for color, catalog descriptions 

{ are a big help, as are your notes taken 

when visiting nurseries and other dis- 

; play gardens. (Don’t blame catalogs 

-§ if their color descriptions and yours 











don’t always agree. Color interpreta- 
tion is always tricky and personal— 
catalog writers do the best they can!) 







D> LILIES, chrysanthemums and 
iris are not the only perennials in 
which improvements are being made 
by today’s hybridizers. For instance, 
there is a new babys-breath (Gyp- 
sophila paniculata) called Fairy PER- 
FECT, which will make a long-lasting 
cloud of white in the summer. Its 
height is 3 to 4 feet. Gypsophila is the 
perfect blender, both in the garden and 
in summer flower arrangements. That 
old standby rudbeckia THE KING 
(though still not seen often enough) 
has a white counterpart, WHITE KING, 
a handsome daisy with a cone-shaped 
brownish center. WHITE KING grows 
3 to 4 feet high and flowers in early 
summer and intermittently thereafter. 
It always is noticed by visitors. 
Other daisy types—all good for be- 
f ginners and worth a second look by 
more advanced gardeners—are Shasta 
daisies, Stoke’s aster or stokesia, and 
fall asters or Michaelmas daisies. 
Among Shasta daisies, you will want 
to consider MOUNT Hoop, which some- 
what resembles a double chrysanthe- 
mum. It grows to 2% feet tall with 


























KARI BERCCRAVY FROM CILBERT WILD 
a 
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Peonies, thanks to modern ‘advances in 
storafe and shipping, are now available 
for spring planting. Polyethylene bags 
(as shown above) protect “eyes” and roots. 






individual flowers 3% inches in di- 
ameter in early summer. Other Shasta 
daisies are COBHAM GOLD, with a 
unique combination of a yellow crested 
center and white petals; WIRRAL 
Prive, which has a white crest; MOUNT 
/ SHASTA; MARK RIEGEL, a handsome 
semi-double with a pale yellow center; 
and WIRRAL SUPREME. Perhaps the 
best way to solve the dilemma of 
which Shasta daisies to grow is to try 
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NEW SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY 


CAN WORK MIRACLES 
IN YOUR GARDEN 





WITH KORDIMULCH. No weeding. Little water- 
ing. Plants bloom as much as 3 weeks earlier. 
Plants thrive, need little care. 


New plastic film mulch... KOROIMULCH ‘ 





‘5 covers your garden 


NO WEEDING! KORDIMULCH, with 
special ingredient Polium, cuts sun- 
light off from weeds, making them 
wilt and die. 


PLANTS GROW FASTER—HEALTH- 
JER! KORDIMULCH warms the earth, 
making your seeds germinate up to 
two or three weeks earlier. 


PRACTICALLY NO WATERING! Soil 
holds water 50% longer because Kor- 





WITHOUT KORDIMULCH. Weeds flourish. Soil 
dries. Plants bloom later. 


with polium® 


DIMULCH slows evaporation. Special 
perforations in KORDIMULCH let rain- 
fall seep into soil. 


EASY TO USE—Simple directions 
show you how to apply KORDIMULCH 
to vegetable and flower gardens, foun- 
dation plantings, shrubbery and trees. 

See KORDIMULCH work miracles in 
your garden. Ask for KORDIMULCH 
at your garden store, hardware or de- 
partment store—today! 








KORDIMULCH* with Polium—the new 
plastic film rvich. Family garden size roll 
—104’x 40”. Covers 18 foot by 18 foot 
SGU as ween eee ONLY 


*A trode nome of Kordite Co., Division of Textron inc. 


KORDITE COMPANY « pivision OF TEXTRON INC. © MACEDON, NEW YORK 


garden ..... 


$ 5% 













FREES vinest 
ROSE BOOK 


And Garden Catalog 
IN FULL COLOR! ; 


eee yyy a 


of finest 
GERMAIN'S i557 957 catalog, 
se ona 


nowned 
SHOWERS, G Germain’s 1987 
ARS Winner - CEs 
BAZABET, cic. eee 
tion BULBS... ly PEREN- 
° Sites Flower 


SEEDS...rare exotic PLANTS. 
750 EXCITING OFFERS. 
WRITE NOW! 


a 
GERMAIN’S, Dept. F-3, Los Angeles 54, California 





PLANT FOODS 


il Conditioner 


i} PEAT MOSS © HYPER HUMUS 
Hi}, ROSE FOOD © BONE MEAL © LIME 
i VERMICULITE © AZALEA FOOD 
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: Carroll Gardens Features These, 4 


' UNUSUAL PERENNIALS 
READY-10-BLOOM 
THis ome FALL 





CARNATION KISS OF ~~ 
2 O) 6 for 12 for $6 


Correll Gardens origination Scarlet red with 
J bicoms 2-15” stems. Blooms at 
summer. Totten for cuts, corsages, 


BLUE DAISY OF STAEFA 
3 fer $2 


nnieres. 


6 for $3.50 ~ 
beats Frikarti). Fine hardy =. Blooms from 
June to Fall. 2-3 favender-blue daisies on § 
I branching 2-212 ft. plants. 
| GOLDEN PLATE YARROW 
3 for $2 6 for $3.50 
a chillea Filipendulina Golden Plate). Large 
bright yellow blooms on sturdy stems. Fine for 
show, as cut flower. 3-4 ft. high. 
NEW = SHASTA DAISY 
10) 5 for $2. 6 for $4.50 
asta Delay Wirral Supreme). New shasta with 
large flowers crested in center like anemone 
i flowered chrysanthemum. Stems to 3 ft. B s 
June & July. 
J NEW BLUE VERONICA 
3 for $2 


C) 6 for $3 
} (Veronica Sunny Border Blue). Finest basey blue 
Veronica. Compact, only 18” high. Blooms June 
| to Fall. Fine for cutting. 
NEW ALCAZAR TRITOMA 
C) 3 for $3 C) 6 for $5 
‘ Free blooming. 3 ft. stems. Large fiery red 
flowers during July & Aug. 


@ FALL ASTER BARR’S BLUE 
3 for $2 $3.50 


C] 6 for 
| (Aster Novae-Anglice Barr's Blue). Requires 
little care, ag anywhere. Has showy masses 
| of purple- ‘blue Daisies, 1-2’’ across, Sept. & Oct. 
2-3 ft. stems. 
‘ ELIZABETH ARDEN PHLOX 
3 for $z for $3.50 
Free blooming. Large individual soft lavender- 
fi pink flowers wi eye. Blooms July to 
, 2-22 ft. high. 
i uence GIANT PAINTED DAISY | 


‘ wo3 Wd. Crimson Giant). Large Sot od crimson 
§ daisies with golden yellow centers. 2-2/2 ft. 
stems. Blooms July to t. 
4 poums BALLOON-FLOWER 
ior $2 OD 6 for $3.50 
U Piccsden Crenttinns SuAe tees ae 
summer. About 2 ft. high. New double flowering t 
0 cette Pink, blue or white. 
i MORDEN’S GLEAM LYTHRUM i 
3 for $2 C 6 for $3.50 
ight carmine. Blooms June to Sept. Grows § 
3% to 4 ft. Hardy, 
aw ec “MUM” 


6 for $3.50 : 
Fysanthemum Mayflower). Hard pom- 
B pom- -like blooms, 2-22" across. Soft lum nous fj 
g Pink. 2-2/2 ft. high. Late Sept. on. 





SPECIAL SAVINGS OFFER 
1 OF ANY 6 VARIETIES $4.50 
1 OF EACH OF ALL 12 
VARIETIES 











New Hemerocallis Labella 
i + FREE! Included With Each Order 
i: Bright velvety crimson any with pooe/nae 


throat. Blooms in July. 3-3/2 ft. stems. ($2.00 
g beh if bought Separately). 





MAIL THIS ORDER BLANK AD TO: 


Carroll Gardens, ,, Ws | ma. 











Please send checked plants postpaid. 
Name 





Add. 
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them all! If you have a vegetable or 
cutting garden, it’s a good idea to allot 
space to perennials on trial. Shasta 
daisy clumps do need dividing every 
other year or so to avoid that empty- 
center look and to keep the flowers 
blooming profusely and the plants 
vigorous. 

There seem to be two varieties of 
stokesia now, LAVENDER QUEEN, 
which has 4- to 5-inch silvery-blue 
flowers on 20-inch stems, and BLUE 
Moon, slightly shorter. Any stokesia 
is good—for one thing they bloom in 
mid- and late summer and usually 
generously enough so they can be cut. 
(When you first order stokesia, start 
with at least three or a_ half-dozen 


| plants and group them accordingly.) 


Hardy or summer-flowering phlox 
continues to improve, and yet too 
many of us still seem to be content with 
muddy-colored, small-flowered va- 
rieties that have either been inherited 
or handed over by well-meaning 
friends or are self-sown plants that 
have sprung up around standard varie- 
ties. Early spring is the time to rip 
out such invaders. You will have no 
regrets when you see the lovely clear 
salmons, pinks, reds and glistening 
whites of today’s varieties. Just a few 
good ones—there are many more— 
include fragrant WHITE ADMIRAL, the 
glowing fiery-red LEo SCHLAGETER, the 
blue Procress, light-pink CoLuMBIA, 
sunset-red CHARLES CURTIS, salmon- 
pink SiR JoHN FALSTAFF, and white- 
eyed SALMON BEAUTY. 

These suggestions for new and 
standard varieties of perennials to 
plant this spring are indeed incom- 
plete. There are hundreds more—but 
that’s the way it is with perennials— 
once you get started, there’s no stop- 
ping!® 


NEW University 


of Minnesota 
GARDEN TYPE 


Golden 
Fantasy 


Spectacular rings. golden 
yellow blooms. Unique petals 
are flared and forked giving 
shaggy texture. Nothingelselike 
it! Loads of 2-inch flowers on 
18-inch upright plant. Ideal for 
cut flowers. Blooms Sept. on. 


Minnpink and Minnbronze 


Give you mounds of vivid 
color up to 2 feet in dia- 
meter, 12 to 16 inches high. 
Low, spreading cushion- 
types. Bloom Aug., Sept., 
Oct., make long-lasting, 
breath-taking display even 
in northern gardens. Mas- 
ses of 14-inch double 
blooms completely hide 
foliage. A spectacular blaze 


FREE couor catatos 


Describes new flowers, shrubs, vegetables, fruits. Write! 


FARMER SEED & NURSERY 


52 S. ISTH « FARIBAULT, MINNESOTA 











Free Progrant Aids for 
Garden Club Officers 


@ FLowerR Grower will send free 
of charge to garden club officers 
copies of three booklets: 


Books for Gardeners, a list of 
1955 titles, plus worthwhile basic 
books of other years. 


Books for Gardeners, a list of 
1956 titles, plus good books of 
other years. 


Films for Gardeners, a selection 
of motion pictures on gardening 
available to garden clubs and 
groups. 


To receive copies of the above- 
mentioned pamphlets write to: 
FLowerR GROwER, Dept. Garden 
Clubs Aids, 2049 Grand Central 
Terminal Building, New York 17, 
New York. 





GREEN 
GLADIOLUS 


We have them—and many 
other unusual types, as well 
as the very finest the world af- 
fords in the standard and 
recent-introduction varieties, 
All America Winners, etc. 50 
acres of the best to be had. 
352 varieties. Also new fruits, 
supplies, etc. Send 10¢ for 
the best and most helpful glad 
catalog published. 72 pages— 
many in color. Don’t delay— 
write now. 


Elmer Gove, Gladiolus Specialist 


CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 


Box F-3, Burlington, Vermont 














LOVELY GLOXINIAS 
sus ST pain 


LLOYD'S GARDENS Gizdstonc, Oregon 




















GLOR/OUS CLIMBING BEAUTY - 


Hardy, ty oe ms pe v 
“ ‘pnEsiDENt's”” « Goltection: 
each Crimson 
(white) The La gg 
bis, Value, only $5. 38 3 postpaid 
guaranteed Low CATALOG 


JAMES 1. ezonce & SON, INC. 
Dept. F-3, bairport, N.Y. 
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Tuberous Begonias 


[FROM PaGE 64] is the quality of the 
variety you begin with, as no amount 
of care can transform an ugly duckling 
into a swan. The cooler the tempera- 
ture, the slower the individual flowers 
develop, but they reach a greater size 
than when grown in warmer climates. 
In the latter case, they develop too 
rapidly and thus last a shorter time. 

As to quality of flowers, only a very 
small portion of the tubers produced 
annually from seed reach classical per- 
fection of form, even from the finest 
crosses that can be made. However, 
in the thirty years that I have been 
breeding tuberous begonias, the ad- 
vance has surpassed my wildest im- 
agination, and I am inclined to agree 
with the man who, after walking 
through our greenhouses at the height 
of the season remarked, “Whoever 
grew these things is a liar!” 

Out of a million and a half seedlings 
grown each year, approximately five 
thousand are selected for breeding 
trials. When potted up and grown in 
our greenhouses the following season, 
perhaps as many as five hundred are 
retained for seed production; of these, 
hardly more than twenty-five become 
outstanding parents to be propagated 
and kept for several seasons. All 
others are replaced by new arrivals 
each year. 

The English propagate named varie- 
ties, and this method, although slow 
and costly, should be of much interest 
to amateurs who wish to perpetuate 
outstanding plants. For this purpose 


tubers are planted shallowly so that 
their surface is exposed, and when the 
young shoots develop the first two 
leaves, they can be cut off at the base 
of the tuber so as to retain the basal 
ring. These shoots, kept in sand under 
close humid conditions, will root easily 
in two to six weeks. Potted up later 
and well fed, they will form large 
flowering plants the same season. On 
a commercial scale this method is less 
practical, as one can make only two 
or three cuttings per year from a tuber, 
and these in turn have to be grown two 
seasons to become salable; this means 
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Cheerful Colors 
in Semi-Shady Spots... 


BELGIAN BEGONTAS 


A fiery explosion of crimson amid the dappled 
sunlight beneath your graceful shade tree . . . 
a shining cluster of gold along the sheltered 
North side of your home ... a gay grouping 
of orange around your shaded patio. Glamor- 
ous double Camellia-flowered Belgian Bego- 
nias blossom all summer long in semi-shade, 
present a dazzling display until frost. 


NOW IS THE TIME for planting your tubers 
indoors if you want the fun of forcing and the 
extra dividend of early flowering. Your gar- 
den supply dealer will be glad to give you full 
information on planting and growing Belgian 
Begonias. 






Ask for Belgian Begonias—your best bulb buy! 
Grown in rich, fertile low-country soil, culti- 
vated by gardeners skilled in the century-wise 
art of horticulture, selected and graded for uni- 
form high quality. Insist on Belgian Begonias. 


BELGIAN BEGONIA GROWERS ASSOCIATION 


Room 607. 101 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y 


NEW BEAUTY 
FOR POOLS! 


With Ramuc® pool 


enamel. Gleaming, tile- 
like finish. America’s 
No. 1 swimming pool 
enamel—proved in over 
17,000 pools! Won’t 
powder, blister or flake; 
fade-resistant. In 12 in- 
viting pastel colors. Send 
hea? with dime for 
handling, for 32-page 
“Pool Painting Hand- 
book.” Includes tips on 
how to fix cracks, pool 
upkeep. When writing, 
give pool’s dimensions 
and type of paint used. 











® INERTOL CO., INC. 


476 Frelinghuysen Ave., Newark 12, N. J. 
27-4 South Park, San Francisco 7, Calif. 











Arrangement 

and FLORISTRY 

Easily and Quickly 
AT HOME 


ral designs. Win] Blue Rib. 
while learning. 


FOR PROFIT—prepare for tremendous money- 
making ‘eet Field. 3 ies for trained men and women 
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that it takes a number of years to 
accumulate even a small stock for in- 
troduction at very high cost. Breed- 
ing, in the meantime, advances so 
rapidly that too many varieties tend 
to become obsolete before they can be 
introduced. 

The mildew that appeared in post- 
war years when European begonias 
were again imported discouraged many 
people from growing them. It also 
eliminated many of the varieties then 
in the process of propagation that 
proved subject to it. This meant that 
we had to begin immediately selecting 
mildew-resistant plants; from these we 
are breeding a completely new race 
which should be healthier and more 
resistant to other ills as well. 

Any gardener can grow tuberous 
begonias from seed if he follows in- 
structions. One of the simplest 
methods is to use a glass pyrex cas- 
serole with a lid, which will act as a 
little greenhouse. Simply place an inch 
of sand in the bottom of the dish and 
top this with a half inch of well- 
decayed leafmold that is not too fine. 
Add enough water to saturate the 


sand completely, put the lid on and. 


bring to a boil in the kitchen oven for 
one hour at 350°. Should the water 
evaporate during the process, add more 
boiling water to keep the sand level 
saturated. When cooled off, seed can 
be scattered on the surface, approxi- 
mately a half package to a dish. To 
distribute the seed, mix it with fine 
sand, place in a salt shaker and shake 
evenly over the surface. No soil cov- 
ering is necessary, but keep the glass 
lid on tightly so that the humidity in- 
side the dish remains high at all times. 
Cover the dish with newspaper and 
put it where the temperature is between 
60° to 80°. Germination will take 
place in from four to twelve days. As 
soon as the seed begins sprouting, the 
dish should be placed in the light, but 
not in direct sunshine. The lid should 
stay on until the second leaves begin 
developing, at which time ventilation 
should gradually begin. When the 
plants reach sufficient size to handle, 
they can be lifted carefully with a 
toothpick and transplanted into flats in 
coarse leafmold. Constant humidity 
and a temperature of at least 60° are 
necessary for free growth. If sown 
during January, the plants should be 
sufficiently large to plant outdoors by 
May in their permanent locations. 

A very sandy loam rich in humus 
is perhaps the finest medium in the 
open ground. While tuberous begonias 
will tolerate a variety of soils, they will 
not thrive in very heavy soils that get 
mucky and do not permit perfect 
drainage. They prefer all the light 
they can get without being in direct 
sunshine. Light actually governs the 
flowering of the plant. As it increases, 
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the plants will become stockier, and 
their bloom will be heavier; with ade- 
quate light the plants are rather 
dwarfed. If exposed to sun, they will 
hug the ground and develop very shiny 
foliage to reflect the rays of the sun, 
and the flowers will burn. As the 
shade increases, the begonias will be- 
come taller and will bloom less; in 
total shade, they will grow but will not 
bloom at all. 

When transplanting outdoors, one 
should point the leaves toward the 
front, as the rlants are one-sided, and 
the flowers will always face in that di- 
rection. When planting in open 
ground, the soil could be enriched 
with well-decayed manure and bone- 
meal, but the decaying material should 
not come in contact with the stem. 

The first flowers here appear during 
July, and by August the Pacific Coast 
commercial plantings under lath are 
usually a mass of color, with the bloom 
continuing into November. The same 
applies to home gardens unless they 
are in localities with early frosts; in 
this case, the plants may have to be 
lifted out of the ground with large 
balls of earth and placed in frostless 
sheds where the tubers can gradually 
ripen. When stem growth completely 
falls off, the tubers can be shaken out 
of the soil and dried in the sun for a 
few days before storing in a well- 
ventilated, frostless place. No cover 
is necessary. 

If early flowering is desired, the 
tubers should be stored in a warm 
place where they will come to life very 
rapidly. As soon as sprout buds begin 
to show, plant the tubers in flats or 
pots in very coarse leafmold (or peat- 
moss) and sand, covering the tubers 
completely with at least a half inch 
of the mixture. Contrary to the popu- 
lar belief, tubers should not be put on 
top of the leafmold as they form a root 
system on top of the tuber more so 
than they do on the bottom. Nature 
meant them to grow underground. 
When tubers are exposed on top of the 
ground, they are subject to fungi and 
constant drying out. The leafmold 
should be kept moist but never soggy. 

When the first two leaves are good 
sized and before the plants have be- 
come leggy, they are ready for trans- 
planting—either in a permanent 
location outdoors or for show purposes 
in pots. One can use much finer soil in 
open ground, but for pot growing the 
mixture should be a great deal coarser 
and lighter to permit good aeration and 
drainage. 

Plants which have developed large 
root systems in coarse leafmold should 
be potted in shallow boxes or pots with 
a minimum diameter of 8 inches. 
Smaller containers do not permit suffi- 
cient growth. The larger the root sys- 
tem, the more food it can absorb; con- 
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@ To paint bright color in beds 
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@ To decorate and highlight your 
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ZONALS 6Brilliant Reds, Pinks, and White, for 
‘ plants, w 


urns, boxes, borders etc. 4-8" 

soon. 50 for $15; 100 for $27.50... ncerne 8 for $2.75 . 
IVY LEAF ivy habits, and flowers beautifully in Reds, 

Purples, Pinks, Orchids, or White. j 
40¢ Each; 50 for $16.00 8 for|$3 

LADY WASHINGTON Spring-flower regal beau- 

ties, in Red, Pinks, White, Lavender. b 

50¢ Each; 50 for $18.00 10 for $4 
















































beds, 
ili bloom 
































Lemon, Mint 8 for $3 


Shipped Postpaid and Guaranteed 
Write Today for FREE Catalog 


ROACHDALE 48-6, INDIANA 


GERANIUM GROWERS SINCE 1919 













FANCY LEAF af 
“Happy "> 
“Skies of Italy” etc. 12 for $6 















or 3 for $1.00 postpaid from 
PLAS-TIES COMPANY, DEPT FG SANTA ANA, CALIF 












5 for $2.95 Ppd. 2-yr., 
field-grown bushes that 
bloomed last summer. Also 
climbers, tree roses, hedge 


roses. Write 


ZILKE BROS. 














NURSERY 





CATALOG 











NEW *rsiccr neces 
HYBRID 
=. BEGONIAS 


Easy Way to Brighten a Shady Spot! 1%” te 14” 

They'll be the talk of the town, SURE-T0-BL00M 
these new shade-loving aristocrats. SIZE BULBS 
Even better than the imported 
kinds, they’re more brilliant, more for 
vigorous and lovelier in form. only 

And such colors! ...all shades 

red, yellow, white, orange, é 
pink, bronze... and each is an “ 
“original”—no two alike. 

This very semmer snd for years 00 come Yous 
revel in gorgeous big blooms to 4” across. 
We'll tell you how to raise them indoors, or 
outdoors in a shaded porch box or garden spot. 
It's so easy! Cut and float blossoms in a bowl 
(or arrange them in a broad container) to hear 
“oh's!” and “ah’s” from your friends. 

Sorry, we must limit orders to $1.00. If not 
delighted return bulbs at once for full refund. 
Mail this ad now to be sure of getting yours. 
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Root-Crippling Pests 


before planting 


“JUST BURY 
A CAPSULE”’’ 


Enjoy more beautiful 
FLOWERS - SHRUBS - LAWNS 
VEGETABLES - HOUSE PLANTS 


Protect your prized plants during 
the critical days of germination 
and seedling growth. It’s so easy 
— Just bury ‘Fumi-Soil’ capsules 
two weeks before planting. 
‘FUMI-SOIL’ will seek out and 
kill. root-crippling and seed-de- 
stroying pests leaving the soil 
pest-free ready to grow lush, 
healthy flowers—Vegetables. 


GET ‘FUMI-SOIL’ AT YOUR 
GARDEN SUPPLY DEALER 


SEND 10c TODAY! 


We will rush, a paid, A 
TRIAL PACKAGE OF TWO 
‘FUMI-SOIL’ CAPSULES and 
Meheripoline peat’ WRITE 
-crippling pests. 
TODAY—Learn how to make 
your green thumb greener. 


SHERMAN LABORATORIES eaisoN 
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1 Grandy, Detroit 11 
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CATALOG IN COLOR 


One of America’s finest collections of 
my Rey Rock Plants, Flower- 
Ing iris, Daylilies & Poppies 


MN pronounces all names ! 











sequently it will produce a larger plant. | 


A small handful of either horn-meal 
or fish-meal (or any organic fertilizer) 
mixed into the lower half of the pot 
will give a sufficient boost to the plants 
until they begin flowering. Then they 
should receive a weekly feeding of an 
inorganic liquid fertilizer with an ap- 
proximate ratio of 8-8-4 or 10-10-5. 

One of the easiest methods to gauge 
the necessary feeding is to watch the 
foliage. When it is a rich green, it is 
well fed. If it turns bluish-green, it 
means too much nitrogen. And if it 
turns pale green, it is from a lack of 
nitrogen. Light weekly doses of liquid 
fertilizers all through the season will 
keep the plants in top condition. From 
September on, give an additional feed- 
ing with a fertilizer of 2-10-10, which 
is low in nitrogen but high in phos- 
phorous and potash, the two factors 
necessary to produce stiff foliage and 
strong flowers. This booster will also 
help to build a strong tuber. 

Plants should be kept moist and well 
fed clear to the end of the season. 
Finally, when the foliage begins to lose 
color and get yellow, water should be 
withdrawn completely if possible so 
that the tubers can gradually dry up. 
The ripening period is very important 
as it governs very much the perform- 
ance of the plant the following year. 
Never cut the tops off while the plants 
are still green or dig them too early or 
before they are matured. If you do 
this they will wilt and have a difficult 
time starting to grow again the follow- 
ing season. 

Tuberous begonias make excellent 
cut flowers when floated in open 
dishes. When picking the flowers, care 
should be taken to leave at least half 
of the stem on the plant as any open 
wound is immediately affected by 
fungi and starts decaying. If stems are 
left long enough, they will mature and 
fall off before the fungus can reach 
the main trunk. Any decaying ma- 
terial that comes in contact with the 
main stem will infect the watery tissue. 
Should this happen—and before the 
plant completely rots off—the infected 
area should be cut off with a sharp 
knife, the remains dried with a cloth, 
and the wound dusted with powdered 
charcoal so that it can heal. 

I would like to mention that the 
cardinal mistakes in raising tuberous 
begonias are in over-feeding and over- 
watering. While begonias require con- 
tinuous moisture, and will stand a 
great deal of feeding, they should be 
fed and watered with a light hand, as 
the plants, like man, are at their best 
performance when slightly hungry! 
Never having heard of the great 
American pastime of dieting, they will 
absorb any amount of feeding with 
resulting distortion and a shortening of 
life.® 





YOUR GARDEN 
DESERVES 


ROSES 


Plant Oregon grown plants for the finest 
flowers and complete satisfactior. 

We ship only 2 year old top quality No. 1 
bushes, well formed with cnetvelnns roots, 
All freshly dug in prime condition. 

Send for our complete catalog listing oll 
the new introductions. It is “one of the 
finest published and is illustrated in color. 
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WILL AMAZE YOU WITH THEIR 
SIZE AND BEAUTY. SPIKES 3 TO 
4 FEET TALL! Bulbs guaranteed 


4% Valve Only 25c 

As a special inducement for you 

to plant Jung's famous Seeds, Bulbs 

and Plants we will send you 6 of these grand 


Winner, all for 25c. We'll also send, if re- 
quested, color catalog of bargains in Seeds, 


Bulbs, Plants, Shrubs. Pre- 
mim Coupon in catalog. 
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Grow giant Pansies with Pitzonka's 
Cut-Flower Pansy Seed. Rare Swiss 
mixture of brilliant colors. Exclusive! 
Regular Pac 1.50 ppd. 
Double Pack 2.50 ppd. 
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Free 
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THE WORLD'S FINEST 


RHODODENDRONS 


HARDY HYBRID AZALEAS 


cum describes and Illustrates one of the nation's larg- 
est collections of choice hybrids, all sizes. ow 
budded for spring bloom. Send 10¢ to cover mailing cost. 


IRVING B. LINCOLN 
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LOWEST-COST FERTILIZER 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertilizer, 
quicker, better, easier, cheaper, from waste, 
leaves, garbage, etc. (reduces garbage without 
oder) . . . Activates, conditions, and sweetens 
soils . . . many other uses, Organic, Bacterial, 
Odorless. Trial size for 425-lb. compost, No. 2, 
$1.00. 1400-Ib. size, No. 7, $2.95. Big, economy 
2-ton size, $6.95. ALL PREPAID. 
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How to plant 
a rosebush 


ARE IN PLANTING A ROSE pays big 
C dividends in vigorous growth 

and good flower production. 
Just in case you missed our complete 
picture story in the February issue, 
this brief step-by-step summary will 
serve as a guide. 
1. Plant immediately upon arrival. 
Prune back any broken roots or canes. 
Keep plant covered with damp burlap 
or soil until planted. 
2. Dig hole 18 inches in diameter 
and 12 inches deep in well-prepared 
garden soil. Loosen soil in bottom of 
hole. 
3. Make a cone-shaped pile of soil 
in bottom of hole. Set plant on top of 
this and spread roots out carefully. 
The soil cone is almost indispensible 
to getting soil worked in properly 
about roots. 
4. Adjust planting depth by increasing 
or decreasing size of the cone. The 
graft or bud union (knot-like swollen 
area on stem just below canes) should 
be about 2 inches below soil surface 
in very cold regions and just at or 
below surface in milder climates. 
5. Cover roots carefully with soil 
and firm to prevent air pockets. Fill 
hole to about three-quarters full and 
then tamp lightly with the foot. 
6. Fill hole with water and allow to 
soak in. Then fill hole with remaining 
soil.® 





@ AFTER TULIPS HAVE FLOWERED 
remove the seed heads by cutting 
stems back to the first leaf with a 
sharp knife. This improves the ap- 
pearance of the garden and con- 
serves the strength of the bulb. Do 
not remove leaves until they have 
turned yellow. At that time the 
portion of the plant above ground 
can be easily separated from the 
bulb with a gentle tug. 
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32 PAGES OF USEFUL AND 
FASCINATING INFORMATION 


oo 
a ‘MUST’ for home gardeners 











© Complete buyers’ guide to 

AARS prize-winning roses 
© Landscaping with roses 
Arranging roses as cut flowers 
© Regional tips on care and culture 
Plus a wealth of new 

and interesting topics. 


MEET THE TEXAN 
ey eee 


Red-as-prairie-fire 
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} HOWARDS OF HEMET 

P.0. Box 1474, Hemet, California 
Yes, | want to know more about roses. 
Enclosed find 25¢ to cover cost of 
handling and postage. 


home of AARS winne 
and Lilibet. Ask for TEXAN at 
your favorite nursery. 
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to multiply your plants <5< 
Gal) 

And so much fun, too. Because garden- ) 
ing’s always fun when you can expect 
success—and you can with Rootone. With 
this wonderful hormone powder, your 
slips and cuttings—roses, African violets, 
chrysanthemums and other favorites — 
take hold fast; put out strong, healthy 
roots; grow with miraculous speed. And 
it’s as inexpensive to use as its results are 
sure. And remember, Rootone has a fun- 
gicide added to it—this controls damping 
off and other soil-borne diseases. So take 
a tip from professional gardeners. Jnsure 
your success with Rootone—enjoy your 
gardening indoors and out as never before! 


Ya-oz. packet 25c 2-oz. jar $1 


At garden-supply and hardware stores 
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4 WATER 
GARDEN 


Make your own... 


WATER LILY 
POOL 


this easy way 


COMPLETE TUB GARDEN 


1 Zine Coated Metal Tub (24” wide) 

1 Exquisite Slocum Water Lily (Choice 
of colors in ccupon) 

1 Variegated Sweet Flag 

1 Water Lettuce 

5 Snails (for scavengers) 


All for only $9.75 


Guaranteed to Grow! 

Just sink a tub in earth, add 4” of soil, 
fill with water and plant your garden. 
If you have a tub, we'll send the collection 
as above, minus tub... 


All for only $5.00 


ORDER TODAY! Free—2 choice gift plants 
with each $9.75 order received before 
April 15, 1957. We will ship via railway 
express at proper planting time for your 
locality. Simple planting instructions with 
every shipment. 
Ince 1957 CATALOG 
Everything for the Lily Pool 
Beautifully illustrated in natural Ansco 
color and Kodachrome. Shows our full 
exciting line of Water Lilies, Lotus and 
fancy goldfish. Also gives details of 
Slocum’s positive guarantee of satisfaction. 


SLOCUM S wir 


WATER LILIES 
950 Front St.— Binghamton, N. Y. 





Evergreens for 


Spring Planting 

[FRoM Pace 55] broad-leaved ever- 
green, is good as an accent shrub 
in a massed planting. It grows 3 
feet tall and thrives in hot, dry situ- 
ations in poor but well-drained 
soils. The stiff, pointed foliage is a 
decided contrast to the appearance 
of most plants, and the tall spikes 
of bell-shaped white flowers are 
conspicuous. 


If you live in the warm 


SOUTHERN STATES 
BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 


MERIDIAN, MIss. 


[Mr. Davis, whose column “Southern 
Ramblings” appears monthly in 
FLOWER GROWER, is an authority on 
many garden subjects.] 


BANANA-SHRUB — A broad-leaved 
evergreen, Michelia fuscata is pop- 
ular in the Middle and Lower 
South. Reaches 10 feet and is most 
attractive when it has room to de- 
velop although it may be kept low 
by pruning. The small yellowish 
flowers fill the garden with a 
banana-like fragrance. Use it as a 
background plant in borders or as 
a specimen. It likes a slightly acid 
soil in sun or shade. 

BURFORD’S HOLLY — The dark- 
green glossy foliage is the feature 
of this wonderful broad-leaved 
shrub which produces red fruits in 
fall. While it grows 25 feet high, 
it can be kept low with pruning. 
Give it a slightly acid soil in sun 
or shade. You will find it listed as 
Ilex cornuta Burfordi. 

- DWARF JAPANESE HOLLY—Ideal 
for the small home grounds, Ilex 
crenata rotundifolia is a_broad- 
leaved plant for foundations, bor- 
ders and hedges. Reaches 4 feet 
or more, but light pruning will con- 
fine it for years. The leaves are a 
deep green and the plant is always 
pleasing. 

COMMON CAMELLIA — A Deep 
South garden is not complete with- 
out Camellia japonica, which blooms 
from October to April, depending 
upon the variety. Another species, 
Camellia Sasanqua, blooms in the 
fall and early winter and is sug- 
gested where the common camellia 
is not considered winter hardy. 
Plant them as specimen and back- 
ground shrubs. The dense glossy 
foliage is handsome. In a partially 
shaded location in a definitely acid 
soil, they ultimately reach 10 to 15 
feet but may be kept lower by light 
pruning. 

GARDENIA—There are several va- 
rieties of this typical Southern 


shrub, all with attractive dark- 
green, glossy foliage and pure-white, 
waxy flowers of heavy fragrance. 
The variety Mystery has large 
leaves and is a vigorous grower. 
Fortune’s gardenia is ever-bloom- 
ing. Gardenia radicans is a dwari 
plant growing only about 12 inches 
high and is not considered winter 
hardy in the Upper South. In bor- 
ders, foundation plantings and as 
informal hedges they are beautiful 
and grow 1 to 4 feet tall, depending 
upon variety. Give them an acid 
soil in partial shade for best results. 
INDIAN AZALEA—Azalea indica is 
a broad-leaved evergreen in the 
Mid-South but is not considered 
winter hardy farther north. For the 
upper zones the Kurumes, Kaemp- 
feri and other hybrids are recom- 
mended. Give them partial shade, 
good drainage, a deep, rich, acid 
soil (well supplied with humus) 
and plenty of water during dry sea- 
sons and they are easy to grow. 
Ultimately they reach up to 6 feet, 
depending upon the variety. 
SHRUBBY YEW PODOCARPUS — 
Podocarpus macrophylla Maki, a 
narrow-leaved evergreen, is used for 
foundation planting and hedges 
even in Florida. It likes a neutral to 
acid soil in sun or part shade and 
grows 10 feet tall if not pruned. 
SAVIN JUNIPER—A low, needled 
shrub to 4 feet tall, Juniperus 
Sabina tamariscifolia is recom- 
mended for foundation planting. It 
is blue-green and is perfectly hardy 
and drought resistant. It will grow 
in poor soil but must have sun. 
SWEET OLIVE—Osmanthus fragrans 
is a broad-leaved shrub 10 to 12 
feet tall for border backgrounds 
and specimen use. It likes a slightly 
acid soil and prefers some shade. 
From October to April its delignt- 
ful fragrance fills Southern gardens 
during every warm spell. The 
flowers are small and creamy white. 
YUNNAN FIRETHORN—There are 
many fine varieties of firethorn for 
Southern gardens but this one, 
Pyracantha yunnanensis, is espe- 
cially recommended for its beautiful 
coral-red fruits and its hardiness. 
It mzy be espaliered against walls, 
used as a background border shrub 
or as a specimen. It likes a neutral 
to slightly acid soil in sun or light 
shade and grows 8 feet tall. 
OTHER SHRUBS—Since there is 
such a wealth of shrub material for 
Southern gardens, only mention 
can be made of the following: 
Aucuba japonica, Cotoneaster hori- 
zontalis, Kalmia latifolia, Pitto- 
sporum Tobira, Cassia corymbosa, 
Serissa foetida, Callistemon rigidus, 
Ilex latifolia, Feijoa Sellwiana and 
Nerium oleander. [SEE NEXT PAGE] 





Here are selections for 


THE NORTHWEST 
MARK M. TAYLOR 


SALEM, OREGON 


[Mr. Taylor is a noted garden colum- 
nist and lecturer and a past president 
of the Men’s Garden Club of Salem, 
Oregon.] 


OREGON HOLLY-GRAPE —A na- 
tive of the Northwest, Mahonia 
aquifolium is a broad-leaved ever- 
green with yellow spring flowers 
and blue berries in fall. It grows 
3 to 6 feet tall in acid soil in sun 
or shade. It is handsome in founda- 
tion plantings and in shrub borders. 


accent, 1 to 2 feet tall. It prefers 
a moist acid soil and sun. 


FIRETHORN — Pyracantha coccinea 


is valued for its red fruits, which 
persist all winter. Reaches 6 feet 
and may be allowed to go un- 
pruned or be trained on a wall. It 
prefers a moist acid soil but will 
live most anywhere if given sun. 


JAPANESE ANDROMEDA—Hardy 


to 10°, this broad-leaved plant with 
clusters of drooping white flowers 
in early spring is considered most 
adaptable west of the Cascades. It 
is planted in part shade or sun and 
grows slowly, eventually reaching 
9 feet. It is frequently used in com- 
bination with other broad-leaved 
plants in borders and is good as 


Met every challenge 
and still CHAMP 


| WOOLLY MANZANITA—West of a foundation planting accent. 
Hy Cascades this native broad-leaved 
shrub is recommended for accent 
planting, foundations and shrub 
borders. Known as Arctostaphylos 
f tomentosa, it grows 6 feet tall in 
i acid soil in sun or shade. 
COMMON CAMELLIA — Camellia 
japonica and its varieties are ideal 
flowering broad-leaved plants for 
Western Oregon and Washington. 
They prefer an acid soil in shade or 
part shade and grow 3 to 12 feet 


Use this list if you live in 


THE NORTHEAST 
DONALD WYMAN 


JAMAICA PLAIN, Mass. 





[Dr. Wyman is horticulturist at the 
Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Uni- 
versity. He is noted for his many 
books on woody plants.] 





“the Greatest of the Grasses” . . . and here's 


ae ee 


tall. Use them as accents or speci- 
men plants. 

SASANQUA CAMELLIA—Camellia 
Sasanqua has a looser growth habit 
than common camellia and is 
grown west of the Cascades. It is 
a broad-leaved plant for acid and 
shaded locations and grows 3 to 10 
feet tall. Use it as an accent, 
espalier, hedge or in the shrub 
border. 

RHODODENDRON — There are 
many species, varieties and hybrids 
from which to choose, ranging any- 
where in height from 1 to 12 feet. 
Some are excellent for rock gar- 
dens, others to line a drive or wall, 
or for foundation planting. All re- 
quire a moist acid soil in sun or part 
shade. They are grown not only 
for their beautiful spring flowers 
but for their attractive broad-leaved 
foliage. 

HEATHER—A low-growing, needled 
evergreen with masses of pale pink 
flowers in summer, Calluna vulgaris 
can be used as a low accent shrub 
or be massed as a ground cover 
beneath low windows. It requires 
sun and an acid soil. 

KALMIOPSIS—This recently discov- 
ered native plant, which grows in 
moist acid soil in the sun, is recom- 
mended for rock gardens west of 
the Cascades. It grows only 1 foot 
tall. It is known scientifically as 
Kalmiopsis Leachiana. 

BOG-ROSEMARY—West of the Cas- 
cades Andromeda polifolia, is a 
broad-leaved shrub, ideal as a low 
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derful as sentinel plants on either 
side of a doorway, Chamaecyparis 
obtusa and its varieties may be used 
as specimen plants elsewhere about 
the home grounds. Perfectly hardy, 
they thrive in any good garden soil 
in sun or part shade and reach 3 
to 15 feet, depending upon the va- 
riety selected. They have flat spray- 
like leaves. 


CONVEX-LEAVED JAPANESE 


HOLL Y—In the North /lex crenata 
convexa is a rounded broad-leaved 
shrub with small leaves and is often 
considered a substitute for box. 
Specimens have been known to 
grow 20 feet tall but with judicious 
pruning they may be kept low and 
are, therefore, good in foundation 
plantings and as accents in a shrub 
border. Good garden soil will do. 
They thrive in sun or shade. 


PFITZER JUNIPER — A durable 


needled evergreen which will live 
in ordinary garden soil in sun or 
partial shade, Juniperus chinensis 
Pfitzeriana is also a good selection 
for city planting. The blue-green 
foliage is attractive in foundation 
plantings, and the shrub has speci- 
men value too. It may be pruned 
and kept well under 10 feet, which 
is its ultimate height. 


ANDORRA JUNIPER — Extremely 


hardy and a good low (to 3 feet 
tall) needled evergreen for founda- 
tion planting, Juniperus horizontalis 
plumosa will grow in rather poor 
soil in sun or shade. [TURN PAGE] 


HINOKI FALSE-CYPRESS—Won- why — 


NEEDS LESS WATER 


Vigorous MERION rhizomes (underground 
stems) spread fast and wide, roots go 
deeper to get subsoil water — ideal for 
water-short areas. 


CROWDS OUT WEEDS 


Once established, MERION thickens the turf 
and crowds out existing weeds — prevents 
introduction of crabgrass and other weeds. 


MERION MIXTURES 


For spring planting, use a MERION mixture 
that contains af least 40% MERION. This 
will aid in early greening and rapid growth. 


Ask your Dealer for this FREE 
MERION Booklet. it’s jam- 
packed with helpful hints on 
lawn building and care. 





MERION BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 
101 Park Ave. © New York 17 








New Red-Leaved Shade Tree 
CRIMSON KING 









The most beautiful tree you 
have ever seen. Deep red > 
foliage. Transplanted. Sizes from ~ 

3 to 10 ft. tall. Bargain prices. GUARANTEED. 
Also = Moraine Locust, shrubs, evergreens, 
roses, fruits. Write 


ZILKE BROS. NURSERY 
Box 160 Baroda, Michigan 
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THE NEW VOGT SELECTED 





BUSH IVY 
WITH LUSTROUS DARK GREEN 
FOLIAGE. 
$2.00 Ea.—3 for $4.00 Postpaid 
JOHN W. VOGT 
Sturgis Box 432 Michigan 











IRIS “COLORAMA” 


READY SOON! Our new 1957 Cata- 
log, Msting hundreds of the world’s 
finest iris and showing 100 in full 
color! Off the press soon. Be sure 
you get one FREE! Write today. 


MARBLE IRIS GARDENS 
Pleasant Avenue, Grandview, Wash. 














For abundant, healthy iris—use 


GRAY’S IRIS BORER 
ERADICATOR @ 


Developed and tested 
through ten years of use 
in thousands of iris gar- 
dens the country over, 
GRAY ’s is recommended 
by professional iris %& 
growers for complete # 
borer control. 


It’s a must for your iris 
garden, gives you the only 
practical and easy control 
system for borers. SURE 
DEATH to borers is in- 
sured with proper appli- 
cation early each Spring. 
Just spray on. Digging is 
mot necesary. 


GRAY’s is economical 
One pint makes 4 full gal- 
lons of borer-killing solu- 
tion. Just add water and 
spray. Full directions are 
included with each order. 


Get GRAY’s now at your favorite garden 
dealer, or use the handy coupon below. Order 
TODAY! 





ar 
| G&R PRODUCTS, INC. 
102 Bloomingdale Road 
Itasca, Ilinois | 
Enclosed is i OF B.nccvces 
| Ss, cae Gray’s Iris Borer 
Eradicator listed below: 
it 

















turns a purplish hue in late fall. 

MOUNTAIN-LAUREL — A native 
broad-leaved plant with white or 
pale-pink flowers in spring, Kalmia 
latifolia is wonderful for massing 
in shaded areas beneath trees, 
where it receives protection from 
wind. It is also useful in founda- 
tion plantings; while it attains 30 
feet in height in the wild, rarely do 
you find it over 5 to 6 feet high 
in home plantings. It demands an 
acid soil and requires plenty of 
water. 

DROOPING LEUCOTHOE — Not 
for the coldest sections, this hand- 
some broad-leaved shrub, which 
may reach 6 feet if you do not cut 
it back every two or three years, is 
excellent in the foundation planting 
and as a foreground shrub in mixed 
borders. It needs an acid soil and 
wind protection. 

OREGON HOLLY-GRAPE — This 
broad-leaved shrub, which grows 3 
to 6 feet tall, is valued for its shiny 
foliage, yellow spring flowers and 





blue fall fruit. Listed as Mahonia 
aquifolium, it likes any garden 
soil but needs protection from 
winter winds. 

JAPANESE ANDROMEDA — An 
excellent spring-flowering, broad- 
leaved evergreen for the founda- 
tion, for accenting doors and for 
border plantings, Pieris japonica is 
not recommended for the colder 
portions of the area. It needs pro- 
tection from winter winds. It will 
grow in an acid or alkaline soil 
and can be kept under 9 feet if 
pruned occasionally. 

CATAWBA RHODODENDRON — 
Rhododendron catawbiense and its 
hybrids are best used as massed 
plantings in wind-protected loca- 
tions where the soil is acid. They 
are planted for their white, pink, 
red or purple flowers, depending 
upon the variety, and as they rarely 
exceed 6 feet in height, may well 
be used at the corners of a house. 

DWARF JAPANESE YEW—This ex- 
cellent needled plant, listed as 





PELARGONIUMS 
AND GERANIUMS 


THE KIND YOU LIKE TO GROW 


FREE 
CATALOGUE 


ATTRACTIVE INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
A Superb Collection of Pelargoniums 
5 for $2 — postpaid 
FULLY DESCRIBED IN OUR 
FREE SPRING CATALOGUE 


Barbara Lane Gardens 


22 North Voluntarie Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Recent Introductions and OUT- 
STANDING popular end new 
varieties, in a wide range of 
beautiful colors. Cost no more! 





at NEW LOW COST 
MORAINE LOCUST 


Fast-growing shade tree. No 
thorns, no seeds—lives for years. 
Also Red Maple, fruits, straw- 
berries, evergreens, roses, nut 
trees, shrubs in FREE catalog. 
Write 


ZILKE Bros. Nursery, Box 145, Baroda, Mich. 


Cenitiful HOUSE PLANTS 


ta © 















Ss aerbloming ROSES 
aie EREE 








Mention FLOWER GROWER 
when ordering from our pages 











LONG POLE PRUNERS and 


TREE SURGERY 
SUPPLIES 











“OR: ain} BARTLETT MFG.CO. 
BEEYND 3054 E GRAND BLVD. 
DETROIT, MICH. 
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Works 3 at It’s 2 por : 





R foliage. “shine! Tntantiy 4 
creates a beautiful, 
ing luster . Try 

ine FLORAGLOW | 
> FLORALIFE, Inc. 


yt of FloralifeCut-FlowerFood $ 
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Ave., $3 
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FLOWER GROWER 
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Taxus cuspidata nana by nursery- 
men, will eventually reach 10 feet 
in height but it is rather slow- 
growing and is therefore a good 
selection for foundation planting or 
garden accents. It will grow in any 
good soil in sun or partial shade. 


This list is for the cold 


NORTHERN STATES 
C. W. WOOD 


COPEMISH, MICHIGAN 


[Mr. Wood claims he was born in a 
garden and reared in a nursery. For 
twenty-five years he has written for 
FLOWER GROWER. ] 


COMMON SPREADING JUNIPER 
— An extremely hardy needled 
shrub to 4 feet, Juniperus com- 
munis depressa is also valuable in 
Northern gardens for its attractive 
bluish color. It may be planted as 
a specimen, in groups, or as foun- 
dation planting accents. Give it 
sun or light shade in any ordinary 
soil. 

MOUNTAIN JUNIPER — Growing 
only 2 feet tall, Juniperus com- 
munis montana is an_ excellent 
foreground shrub in foundation 
plantings and can be used as a 
ground cover. Its needle-like leaves 
are silvery. It grows in ordinary 
garden soil in sun or light shade; 
is perfectly hardy. 

SWEDISH JUNIPER—Seldom grow- 
ing over 12 feet high, this hardy 
columnar shrub needs shelter from 
severe winds in coldest sections. It 
may be used as an accent shrub by 
entrances, for change of pace in 
a shrub border, or be grouped on 
a lawn. Give it sun. Any ordinary 
soil will do. 

LAMBKILL—This little broad-leaved 
evergreen, which only grows 2 feet 
tall, should be planted where it can 
be reached by the garden hose. It 
is a native plant, known as Kalmia 
angustifolia. For borders, rock gar- 
dens, foundation plantings and in 
open woodlands it is unexcelled. 
Give it an acid soil and sun or 
partial shade. 

CANADA YEW—Planted in a pro- 
tected location, Taxus canadensis 
with its good, dark-green, needled 
foliage is perfectly hardy. It grows 
6 feet tall and makes a good accent 
plant. It prefers woodland soil in 
part shade. 

DWARF HEDGE YEW — Taxus 
canadensis stricta has withstood 35° 
below zero in protected areas but 
will need testing in plains areas. It 
is slow-growing and stays dwarfed 
for years. Use it to border gardens 
and as an accent in the rock garden 
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O MILLION 


TREES 
a Year! 





¢ 








HEAVY ROOTS 








 saugctarere Speer ter 


MUSSERT 


RED STOCK 


| Grow Seat! 





Musser’s careful selection of seed, good heredity, scientific propagation, 
cultivation and spraying assure healthy trees with heavy roots and sturdy 


tops necessary for rapi 


owth. There is as much difference in trees as in 


common and pure bred livestock. Don’t waste money on inferior stock. 


SEEDLINGS AND TRANSPLANTS AT LOW, QUANTITY 


50 at 100 rate Per 100 
SPECIAL STRAIN SCOTCH PINE 


Very best Christmas tree strain. From seed col- 
lected by our own men from selected parent trees. 
Exceptionally healthy, sturdy, straight stemmed, 
rich color. 


2-yr., S., 4 to 8 ins......... $ 7.00 $ 35.00 


Per 1000 


AUSTRIAN PINE—Austrian Alpine Stock 


2-yr., S., 3 to G ins. ........ $ 5.00 $ 25.00 
3-yr., S., 8 to 14 ins....... 40.00 


MUGHO PINE—Trve Dwarf 


4-yr., S., 6 to 10 ins.......$10.00 $ 50.00 
5-yr., T.»6 to 12 ins...... 25.00 125.00 


NORWAY SPRUCE 


Our own Special Strain Seed. Fast growing. For 
Christmas Trees, ornamental and timber. 


2-yr., S., 5 to 10 ins.......$ 7.00 $ 35.00 
5-yr., T., 12 to 18 ins..... 30.00 


COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE—Excellent stock 
3-yr., S., 5 to 10 ins.......$10.00 $ 50.00 


4-yr., T., 6 to 10 ins....... 25.00 125.00 
DOUGLAS FIR—Hardy 

2-yr., S., 4 to 6 ins......... $ 5.00 $ 30.00 
3-yr., S., 6 to 8 ins......... 10.00 45.00 
WHITE DOGWOOD 

Seedlings, 6 to 12 ins...$ 6.00 $ 30.00 
Seedlings, 18 to 24 ins. 13.00 65.00 


50 at 100 rate 

BLACK HILL SPRUCE 
2-yr., S., 3 to G ins......... $ 5.00 
3-yr., S., 4 to 8 ins......... 
4-yr., T., 5 to 10 ins....... 


Per 100 


NORWAY MAPLE 


Seedlings, 4 to 6 ins.....$12.00 
Seedlings, 18 to 24 ins. 25.00 


3-yr., S., 6 to 10 ins.......$ 8.00 
4-yr., T., 8 to 12 ins....... 20.00 


RED BARBERRY 

2-yr., S., 6 to 8 ins......... $ 8.00 
2-yr., S., 8 to 14 ins....... 
3-yr., S., 12 to 18 ins..... 15.00 


JAPANESE HOLLY 

Excellent evergreen shrub and hedge. 
Ilex Crenata: 

4-yr., S., 6 to 10 ins.......$20.00 


ENGLISH IVY—Evergreen ivy 


Rooted Cuttings, 
5 te DP Bink ctrl $15.00 


PACHYSANDRA 
1-yr. plants, 2 to 4 ins...$ 9.00 


(Rooted Cuttings) 
2-yr., T., 3 to 5 ims......... 25.00 
(Heavy Transplants) 


Many other seedlings, transplants and valuable specials, 


PRICE 


Per 1000 


$ 25.00 
35.00 
85.00 


$ 60.00 
125.00 


$ 40.00 
100.00 


$ 40.00 
55.00 
75.00 


$100.00 


eeeeeeee 





FREE Please send: 











@ Complete catalog & CT] Name 
wholesale planting list 

@ Famous Christmas Address 
Tree Growers’ Guide 

@ Information on many City. DIE Boi citisione 
valuable specials Please print name and address 
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MUSSER FORESTS, INC. 


BOX 7-C 





INDIANA « PA. 
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WHAT! ZINNIAS AS BIG 
AS BUTTER PLATES? 


Sure! And twice as gorgeous as any zinnias you’ve ever seen 
before. What kind? Why, Ferry’s New Century Zinnias—they 
bloom all summer long with a rainbow of brilliant colors. Treat 
your garden to New Century Zinnias. Get them at your Ferry’s 
Seeds display. 


FERRY’S SEEDS 


by FERRY-MORSE SEED CO. 














“Tt GARDEN MARKERS +x Yess 


wihite Zine §=6Galvanized Steel '* “sss utes *'"* 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES 


We prepay east of the Miss. 
river—10% additional west 


and foundation planting. Give it 
a humusy soil and a location where 
it will receive some shade. 

CURTIS SPREADING HEMLOCK 
—tThis horticultural variety of hem- 
lock (Tsuga) holds much promise 
for gardeners in cold climates. A 
handsome low-spreading shrub, it 
grows in any ordinary soil but 
needs shade. Use it anywhere a 
spreading plant form is indicated, 
but not in windy locations. 

MUGO PINE — Eventually Pinus 
Mugo Mughus attains 4 feet but it 
grows relatively slowly and makes 
a nice accent in the foundation 
planting or rock garden. Its nar- 
row leaves are a good green if it 
is grown in the sun. 


These plants are for the 
SOUTHWEST 


RUTH ARGABRITE GILKEY 


NortH Hottywoop, CAtir. 


STRAWBERRY-TREE — This broad- 
leaved evergreen, known botani- 
cally as Arbutus unedo, grows 8 
to 20 feet tall in sun or shade, and 
while it is tolerant of average soils, 
it prefers a soil to which quantities 
of peatmoss have been added. It 
is used as a tall background plant 
and may be trained as a small tree. 
Syringe it occasionally with water 


A—12 inch hair pin type .. 
B— 7 inch plant label ........ 
C—10 inch Garden Marker 
D— 3 inch Swing Iabel .... 
E—11% inch Rose Marker.. 


18 for $1.00— 100 for$ 4.00 
80 for $1.00—1000 for $10.00 
15 for $1.00— 100 for$ 4.50 
20 for $1.00— 100 for$ 3.00 
12 for $1.00— 100 for$ 5.50 
10 for $1.00— 100 for$ 7.50 
25 for $1.50— 100 for$ 5.75 


to prevent red spider attacks. 


LEMON BOTTLE-BRUSH —Bright- 


red “brushes” and red new growth 
make this an interesting broad- 
leaved shrub. It thrives in dry, 








30 for $1.00— 100 for$ 2.50 


J— 4 in. for African Violets.. 100 for $1.00—1000 for $ 6.00 
TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 


and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, 
20 B, together with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00 


Everlasting Label Co. Box 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 


E, H, and 





STRAWBERRY PLANT KIT 





Grow big luscious strawberries this easy way. New plastic 
mulch material eliminates all weeding. Home garden kit 
includes 100 vigorous strawberry plants—varieties se- 
lected for your locality—fertilizer, starter solution, New 
plastic mulch, insecticide, fungicide and illustrated in- 
structions, all for only $10.00. Send your order today or 
write for free circular! Satisfaction Guaranteed. 


ZOLLAR NURSERIES strawethiy nuescry 


NAPIER ROAD « P. 0. BOX 298 » BENTON HARBOR 7, MICH. 
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BE A FLORIST 


Learn flower arrangement, floristry 
Make corsages, wreaths, centerpieces. 
wedding bouquets, ete. Train at 
home for full or part time employ- 
ment. Our students find AGE no bar 
to profitable floristry jobs. Write for 
school literature or send for special 
illustrated lesson books: 


How to make 33 arrangements $1.00 
How to make 25 corsages .. 1.00 
Hawaiian Flower Arrangement 1.00 
FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 

Santa Cruz, Calif. 


Box 564 F-2 


Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 





For Fun — For Profit 

ow home study course in green- 

house ing will help you grow 
better flowers inside or putside your 
pe nm spare time money, 
ave a full time job 
own nursery Ry 
Monthly Growing Sche 
everything so easy. AGE 
back to getting rofitable nursery 
jobs. Write for information or send 
25¢ for newsletter “‘The Greenhouse 


Grower. 
FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
P. ©. Box 564 Santa Cruz, Calif. 





Div. F-2 





sunny places in any average soil 
and attains a height of 10 to 25 
feet. You will find it listed as Cal- 
listemon lanceolatus. Use it in 
massed plantings or as a specimen. 

COCCULUS—One of the few large 
shrubs that will grow in dense 
shade, Cocculus laurifolius may be 
pruned and kept under its 20- to 
25-foot normal growth. In pruning, 
however, it should not be “stubbed.” 
In addition to its handsome broad 
leaves, it has a graceful arching 
form. 

COMMON CAMELLIA—As back- 
ground plants, as hedges and as 
tubbed specimens, Camellia ja- 
ponica and its many hybrids are 
excellent. They are exacting in 
their cultural requirements and 
must have a rich acid loam, shade 
or semi-shade, and water during dry 
spells. Most of them reach 6 to 8 
feet but in time become tree-like. 
Landscape possibilities of Sasanqua 
camellias should not be overlooked 
either. 

AZALEAS — Wonderful companion 
plants to camellias, the Kurume 
and other single-flowered azaleas 
make handsome garden subjects. 


FLOWER GROWER 












\ Broad-leaved shrubs, they may be 
/ used where low masses of spring 
color are in order and as tub speci- 
t mens. The majority of the varieties 
q available only reach 3 feet. Give 


them a rich acid loam and shade or that glorify your house and grounds 


semi-shade. 

JAPANESE FATSIA—For tropical 
effects in the garden and as tub 
specimens, Fatsia japonica may be 
depended upon. With large, glossy 
leaves of a deep green, it grows 4 
to 6 feet tall in average soil. It 
needs shade except when grown in 
the cool coastal areas; there it will 
live in the sun. 

HOLLY-LEAF SWEETSPIRE — Re- 
sembling English holly, Itea ilici- 
folia grows in average soil in partial 
shade and is good for background 
masses and informal hedges. It 
demands plenty of moisture in sum- 
mer and attains a height of 10 feet. 
It is hardy to 15°. 

MAHONIAS—This group is becom- 
ing one of the most popular groups 
of plants. Oregon holly-grape is a 
native plant, but more popular are 
the ones introduced from Asia and 
China. Mahonia Beali, listed by 
nurserymen, is an example of the 
latter. They range in height from 
6 to 12 feet, are excellent in massed 
effects and as tubbed specimens. 
Give them a rich loam, shade or 
semi-shade. 

HEAVENLY BAMBOO—The inter- 
esting bamboo-like growth of Nan- 
dina domestica makes it one of the 
most popular shrubs in the area. 
Bright-red berries are produced 
when several plants are planted to- 
gether. New growth is bronzy, and 
the -winter foliage is bright red in 
the sun. It likes a rich loam, in sun 
or shade, and can be kept pruned 

to 3 feet. Use it in masses; as a 

{ tubbed specimen; and in narrow 
planting areas, since it does not 
spread out. 

XYLOSMA—This broad-leaved shrub 
is the most popular one in the area. 
It takes extremes of heat and cold. 
Its bronzy new growth is hand- 
some, and it deserves to be seen 
more frequently than privet. Nurs- ps — oe ee ee ee ee ee ee eee sig 


irgow in svere sot oan or | IMELLY BROS. nurserics, nc., | 


It grows in average soil in sun or | K 
FG-3, Dansville, N. Y. 


shade and without pruning it 
reaches 15 feet. Use it in screen | 
—____Crimson Smoke Trees in time for planting, 
for planting. I enclose 


plantings, train it on a wall, allow 

} it to cascade over a wall, or use it along with complete instructions . 
only’ $2.95 for one tree, or $5.50 for any two. Guarantee: | SPRING CATALOG | 
placed FREE within one year, if they don’t grow or thrive. 








Pink, Flowering 


poGwooD 


Thrilling rose-pink flowers 
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as a ground cover on steep banks. 


Get Our Big, Full-Color 
ae 64-page Catalog of 
Kelly Bros. Products 








e For complete indexing of Flower 
Grower, The Home Garden Maga- 
zine, please refer to READERS’ 





City. Zone State 
GUIDE TO PERIODICAL LIT- 
here to receive FREE 1957 Spring Color 


ERATURE and AGRICULTURAL are Sete te eee a 
INDEX in your local library. pam fp ak (Catalog 50¢ weet of Miss.) 
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ROSE Squeeze- Duster 
Just a squeeze 


stops 
insects and diseases 


ae: ee 


Squeeze-Duster the fastest, most con- 
venient garden-dust applicator ever de- 
vised. It’s refillable, too. Ask your local 










Grow beautiful roses . ... protect them 
from damaging insects and diseases with 
Du Pont Rose Squeeze-Duster. Just a 
squeeze is all that’s needed tocover even- dealer for a Du Pont Rose Insecticide 
ly and effectively. You'll find Du Pont and Fungicide Squeeze-Duster, 


OTHER DU PONT GARDEN AIDS IN CONVENIENT SQUEEZE-DUSTERS 
NEW! 

FOR CONTROL 
OF ANTS 

AND GRUBS 


GARDEN CHEMICALS 


BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING ...THROUGH CHEMISTRY 


OLLY... 


over 300 varieties 
Send for Catalog 


Clarendon Gardens Nursery 
Pinehurst, N. Car. 


Pi For 


Pa FOR 4 FOR 
a TOMATOES FLOWERS VEGETABLES 




















for arrangers. $1 bill 
2 "500" green rol —— 


"W. Coast Dist., 1864 So; 120 St., Seattle 88, Wasfi. 
Gro-Quigk Mfrs, 343 W. Superior St., Chicago 10, IIL 


CQEEZFLO. costs vou su 


GIVES YOU 3-IN-1 USES FOR COMPLETE WATER CONTROL 


Simple thumb 











dock is easily rolled for 
Ick water vc me is locked 
desired ontrols sprinkler diameter 


ves steps! 


Built-in nozzle provides high pressure 
stream eaty ne hand use squeeze 
‘ 


ever and water is on at desired Ow 


release ond it's off 


only $1.95 suggested price 


at Garden Supply and Hardware Stores 


a 


SQEEZFLO VALVE DIVISION - ROTH RUBBER COMPANY 


Wocker rive e« (CC? 








Annuals for Cutting 


[FROM PAGE 63] grasses and castor 
bean. Except for the last named we 
plant these near together but castor- 
bean provides a rugged screen for the 
compost heap or other unsightly area 
in the garden. In arranging, we select 
the curved tips of sturdy, side 
branches, remove all but a few leaves, 
and feature the rich color and strange 
curves of the stems, the clusters of 
prickly seed pods and the exquisite 
“fans” of partially opened young foli- 
age. 

With an eye toward dried winter 
bouquets, we also grow and dry 
celosia, catanache, the several ever- 
lastings, strawflower and immortelle, 
lunaria, statice and gypsophila, to- 
gether with globe amaranth and orna- 
mental grasses. Those who wish to go 
into the business of drying more deli- 
cate annuals to retain color and shape 
may dry in sand or borax such things 
as larkspur, evening-primrose and cal- 
endula. It’s worthwhile, too, to grow 
for drying the great globular seed 





heads of leeks and the curved, pointed 
pods of okra. 

In case you are unable to grow your 
own annuals from seed, many species 
and varieties may be purchased in 
flats-or small pots from commercial 
growers, and although it is sometimes 
difficult to get just the varieties you 
want in this way, growers are begin- 
ning to realize their importance and 
to offer at least a few of the more 
desirable ones. Pansy, petunia, lark- 
spur, marigold and zinnia plants can 
be purchased almost anywhere. 

When it comes to setting the young 
plants in the open garden, whether 
from home-grown or purchased seed- 
lings, choose a warm, misty day with- 
out wind, or if the job must be done 
in clear weather, do it late in the day 
so the little plants will have the bene- 
fit of the moist, cool night to revive 
them. They should be thoroughly 
watered after setting, and protected 
from strong sun and wind for a day 
or two until the roots take hold. News- 
papers, burlap bags or even berry 
boxes may be used for this purpose.® 


FLOWER GROWER 














SS ae 





FOOL-PROOF FROM SEED: 
Balsam and 
Spider-plant 


N ANNUAL too often overlooked 
A is the bush-flowering balsam or 

touch-me-not. Since this plant 
(Impatiens balsamina) needs a little 
shade during the heat of the day, it is 
ideal for planting under trees or at 
the base of shrubs. Though it flourishes 
anywhere in a good garden loam, a 
bit of pulverized cow manure or gen- 
eral fertilizer worked into the soil 
before the seeds are planted pays hand- 
some dividends. (Seeds are readily 
available—you'll find them listed in 
seed catalogs or in displays at your 
favorite garden center.) 

Balsam does well with a minimum 
of care, merely requiring freedom 
from weeds, a little loosening of the 
soil and an occasional drink. 

These showy plants, whose flowers 
resemble gardenias or camellias, grow 
from 15 inches to 2 feet tall, and the 
fully double blossoms appear in clus- 
ters at the tops of the stems, not 
hidden in the foliage along the sides 
as in older varieties. 

They come in a splendid range of 
colors, 

A potted plant is a delightful sight 
in winter, so keep a few seeds to sow 
in pots late in the summer. In the 
winter give them a sunny window and 
they will be a joy in the bleak months. 

Cleome PINK QUEEN is most aptly 
named, for it is a queen among 
flowers. Cleome (or spider plant) 
comes in a variety of colors—yellow, 
rose, white—but the bright salmon 
of PINK QUEEN is a joy to behold. 
(HELEN CAMPBELL is a white variety 
you will find in most seed catalogs.) 

This annual grows readily from 
seeds planted in the open ground in 
late spring, requiring about ten days 
to germinate. Cleome is not cranky 
about soil, thriving even in sandy soil 
and in full sun anywhere. 

Since it grows 36 to 42 inches high 
it is lovely against a background of 
tall shrubs or as a background for 
lower plants. The most effective plant- 
ing I have seen was a large bed backed 
by a rock wall on whose top grew 
low, sprawling evergreens. 

Its habit is branching, and from 
June until frost every stem is tipped 
with a whorl of delicate, orchid-like 
blossoms. 

Cleome is especially good for new 
gardeners since it is immune to disease 
and insects. 

—EDNA DUSENBERY 
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RHODODENDRONS 


Perfectly packed eee 
Perfectly sure to grow 
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Sold in dozen-lots 


only. 12 sturdy plants, 
each in growth in 
wooden bands, ready 
to plant in your gar- 
den. Mixed colors— 


bloom in June. 





Other rare varieties packed and shipped same way 


AZALEA Hexe, extra scarlet, double 
R wart, double blush-pink, extra hardy 
a yy ed 
. iw 

pocrtmesm, ry improved = hardier Hino- 
hell tall, brick-red, extra hardy 
] lica jarge white, tall, single 

double 














ingle blush, very popular 
borizontalis, red winter berry, low 


coTo 


1 Dozen, any kind listed above........ 


1 Dozen (6 each of 2 varieties)....... 


All orders shipped postpaid. Guaranteed live arrival in good condition. 


KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 





TLEX CRENATA convexa, dwarf Japan Holly 


JUNIPER » 6 ft. spreading, popular 
MAHONIA aquifolia (Holly-grape) blue fruit 
(A ja) white, April 


t Yew 
ama (“Brevifolia”) dwarf yew 
Hicksi, narrow column to 6 feet 


Dept. F-4 
Highlands, N. J. 
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Mail only a dime for 3 generous helpings of 
this ut Sa seed! You'll be rewarded with 
countless, dramatic spikes of color... clear 
pink, vibrant red and glowing yellow. 

Plants, about 2 feet tall, are crowned with 
glorious 6” to 12” blooms from midsummer 
on. Easy to grow in full sun or partial shade. 
You need to pick only a few blooms to have 
a striking bouquet . .. you'll say, “they almost 
arrange themselves!” 

We can’t repeat this special get-acquainted 
offer, so send for yours right now. You'll 
love them! 
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No Use Watering, Fertilizing, Working 
If Roots Can't Benefit! [roe con nn. an 


in soil that’s too 


Me} Ml Growth 
Above Ground When 
You Condition Below 


Ground peek 


lerra- Lite’ 


BRAND 


VERMICULITE 
SOIL CONDITIONER —icacies Happen when you 
Condition Soil with Terra-Lite® 


















Roots fight for life-but never win in too-heavy 
soil. Roots thirst and wither in too-sandy soil 
where water drains away. But roots thrive lustily 
—richly fed with air, moisture and nourishment 
—in heavy or sandy soil if it is conditioned with 
Terra-Lite. Just see your garden, lawns and shrubs 
growing and blooming gloriously!. 


Permanent...Costs So Little... 
Mighty Aid to Health and Growth 


You’ve read about Terra-Lite. Not a fertilizer but 
an ageless mineral with strange and wonderful 
ability to hold moisture...to loosen and aerate 
thick, heavy soil...to give body to sandy soil...to 
give roots freedom to grow and help themselves 
constantly to air, water and nourishment in the 
form they can use for sturdy growth and beauty. 


Just mix 1/3 Terra-Lite to 2/3 earth when you 
plant. Mulch-in around shrub and tree roots. Work 
into lawn and garden soil. Costs 5 to 6 cents for 
bulbs, plants, shrubs; 12 to 20 cents for a tree; 
$2.35 to condition 200 sq. ft. of lawn or garden. 


Save work, save watering, protect your costly 
bulbs, plants and shrubs...get wonderful results 
above ground with Terra-Lite below ground! 


lerra-Lite =< 


On Sale at All Garden Supply Dealers 
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LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


Springtime 
is show time 


ewes IS REALLY ON THE WAY! And 
to herald its arrival, why not plan 
a trip to one of the many wonderful 
garden and flower shows that are being 
held all over the country? Whether 
your travels take you far or near, 
across the states or only within your 
own area, an exciting harbinger of 
spring is in store for you. Here are 
some of the highlights to help you 
make your plans. 

If you are traveling through New 
England this spring, be sure to go to 
the 86th New England Spring Flower 
Show at Boston. This Show will be 
held from March 10 to 16, in the 
Mechanics Building. The theme, “It’s 
Spring Again,” provides unlimited pos- 
sibilities for exhibitors in planning and 
designing their displays. An unusual 
display will be a chapel in a wood- 
land setting—an appropriate place in 
which visitors may rest-and relax. 
The Show is sponsored by the Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural Society. 

At New York’s new coliseum the 
40th International Flower and Garden 
Show will be held from March 31 to 
April 6. Two features of the Show 
will be “Gardens of Little Old New 
York” and “Flowers from Other 
Lands.” With the cooperation of the 
leading airlines, plants and flowers 
from all over the world will be on 
display. 

This year there will be more gardens 
than ever before, and, for the first 
time, there will be amateur classes and 
a competition for 350 elementary 
schools. 

The exhibit of the Federated Gar- 
den Clubs of New York State will be 
entitled “Beauty Is Our Duty,” stress- 
ing garden therapy, civic improvement, 
roadside improvement, conservation 
and education. 

The Philadelphia Flower Show will 
be held in the Commercial Museum, 
Philadelphia, from March 26 to March 
30. The Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society is responsible for the amateur 
section of the Show, which will con- 
tain flower arrangements, table settings 
and small gardens. 

In Washington,: D. C., the National 
Capital Flower and Garden Show will 
be held at the National Guard Armory 


* March 7-13. “America the Beautiful” 


is the theme of this year’s Show, to be 
illustrated by many gardens and flower 
arrangements featuring plant material 


FLOWER GROWER 

















native to the United States. The gar- 
den club section will feature a horti- 
cultural exhibit staged in a greenhouse 
furnished through the courtesy of 
Waldor Greenhouses. Other attrac- 
tions will include the famed Stone col- 
lection of beautiful Acacia trees and 
a Seminole Indian village in its native 
tropical setting. Of special horticul- 
tural interest will be the exhibits of the 
Department of Agriculture’s Beltsville 
Experimental Station, the University 
of Maryland, and the United States 
Plant Patent Office. 

In Chicago the Garden Club of 
Illinois is sponsoring the Spring Flower 
Show, to be held in cooperation with 
the Modern Living Exposition at the 
Navy Pier from March 23 through the 
31st. The theme of this Show will be 
“Spring’s A’Bloom in Town and 
Country.” There will be gardens, table 
settings, flower arrangement exhibits 
and many other horticultural displays. 

The 1957 Cleveland Home and 
Flower Show, to be held in the Cleve- 
land Public Auditorium March 9-17, 
will be sponsored by the Florists As- 
sociation of Greater Cleveland. One 
of the gardens will picture a rustic 
valley cut by a meandering brook that 
feeds a flower-bordered pool. 

In West Springfield, Massachusetts, 
the eighth annual Western Massachu- 
setts Flower Show will be held in the 
Industrial Arts Building at the Eastern 
States Exposition Grounds, from 
March 6 through March 11. “Better 
Homes and Gardens” will be the 
theme, and to carry this Gut a six-room 
ranch home will be erected in the cen- 
ter of the auditorium, complete with 





landscaping. One of the features of 
the Show will be the annual exhibit of 
the Massachusetts State Department 
of Natural Resources, whose display 
this year will be a replica of a New 
England fishing village. 

If your travels take you through 
Northwestern Ohio, perhaps you will 
want to attend the Seventh Annual 
Northwestern Ohio Garden and 
Flower Show, which will be held in 
the Toledo Civic Auditorium during 
the week of April 2-7. “Gardens of 
the Free World” is the theme of this 
Show. In the foreground of each of 
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You Need the World’s First and Only 


<— DO-IT-YOURSELF 


% ra Hi CATALOG- 


GUIDEBOOK 
For IRIS Lovers and Amateur Hybridizers 


FOR THE FIRST TIME — SEE 
RARE, STRANGE, UNUSUAL IRIS 
IN ALL THE GLORY OF LIFE-LIKE TRUE COLOR 


e@ No longer need you be limited to IRIS that bloom only in spring. Yes, your search is over. 
t have Iris to quickly transform your garden to a place of real » sparkling with 
every the not only in spring, but also in summer, fall and 
often even in winter. Yes, 800 varieties from round the world. Many exclusive offerings 
of seldom-seen types for special uses: corsages, arrangements, rockeries, pot culture, 
shows and every garden situation. 

Oncocyclus: Susiana, Gatesii, Judean Bronze, Nazarena; Regelias: Decorated Giant, 
Korolkowi, Red White and Blue; : Persian Lace, Luna, Charon; Autumn & 
Winter Twice-bloomers: Joseph's Mantle, Pink Lace, Autumn Twilight, Winter Flame; 
Oncobreds: Real Gold, Green Mohr, Purrissamohr, Joppa Parrot; Pinks: 
Happy Birthday, Palomino, Mary Randall; 400 Tall Bearded, including: First Violet, 
Sable Night, Green Pastures; 
Sparkling Eyes, Sulina. 


LLOYD AUSTIN’S 71 
MY CATALOG-GUIDEBOOK | RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS | 
Why be content with catalogs giving you only the 


_— F-3, Placerville, California 
alphabetical approach to Iris varieties? I give you a , 


full alphabetical index together with very helpful 
groupings by color, season of bloom, type of Iris, cul- 
tural requirements, etc. Tells how to gcow and use 18 | 
types of Iris; money-saving collections for beginners 
and Irisarians; free premiums with your orders. 


Mail Coupon and 25¢ TODAY ——> . 
Hardy mountain-grown stock 
DELIGHTED CUSTOMERS IN EVERY STATE 
























nclose (coin or stamps) for 
| CATALOG-GUIDEBOOK and CREDIT EeaTipicaTe 
good on my order from catalog for my choice of any 
one >. = denen —— ean Iris FREE, Rf 
st 


such REAL GOLD, | 
autumn: ‘Devian®, WINTER FLAME AND MARSALA | 
_ great offer is made for a limited time to imtro- 
my hardy mountain m stock to you. Act | 
quickty while supply of FREE Iris lasts. 





STRAWBERRY 





11,814 nee of wondertul, new, delicious 
Smerntes amyl ROTGan Eres year! 


ielded all other varieties in 
Sie ate $M OO rine 
guaranteed plants Ns 
A regular $2.00 catalog value 
One of the world’s greatest strawberries 
Superfection is truly outstanding, with 
large sweet luscious berries and lots 
of them. Will bear heavily 
this summer and fall. Next 
year you'll pick basket 
after basket spring, sum- 
mer and fall. Grows 
everywhere. Order 
all you can plant. 
You save \% by 
ordering from this 
ad. 
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a eeeeaee STATE | NURSERIES 


237 € ST. G, |OWA 
(0 FREE CATALOG 0) 25 Secu Strawberries $1.00 
CO). Superfection Strawberry plants at $ 
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New Free 


Garden 
Folder 


tells how 
low-cost ..: 


‘Wouldn’t you like to wipe out last year’s 
disappointments — make this year’s lawn 
and garden the envy of your neighbors? 


Gardens, flowers, lawns, respond to 
Hybro-Tite* which supplies potash plus 
19 trace minerals. These trace minerals 
often release “locked up” soil nutrients 
—make them available for plant feeding 
and healthy plant growth. 


Let this low-cost natural rock soil con- 
ditioner help you grow more beautiful 
flowers—a more luxuriant lawn —help 
your garden thrive even in hot, dry 


ond 
Today 


POTASH ROCK COMPANY 







Write for FREE Garden Fold- 
er. If 63-page book “Bread 
From Stones” is desired, en- 
close 25c. Address Dept. FG-3. 


OF AMERICA, INC. 


Lithonia, Georgia 





®Trademark of Potash Rock Company of America, Inc. 








with rich rotted COW 
oT a teeta MANURE. Start seeds, bulbs, 
( ry 1; plants in FERTO-POTS indoors. 
J) Transplant POT and all when 
ground is ready. No setback, 
grow two or three crops per year 
off the same ground. Shipment 
by express (not prepaid) as 
follows 
#2s = « 250-4.75 590-9.00 1,000-17.50 
#2¥2s 100-2.75 250-5.00 1,000-19. 
#3s + «100-3.25 250-5.75 1,000-22.50 
(Also OPTIONAL by ppost, in 100s only anywhere 
in the U.S. @#2s-3.75; #2%s-4.25 #3s-4.75). 


ALLEN COMPANY 


Since 1915 Pittstown, N. J. 
BEST BUY is the 250 pack with much lower 
price and express charges. POTS will keep in- 
definitely. Literature Free. 


FERTO-POTS Pianr tars ror 
ad, . Made 























Save Time—Save Work 
Shop General Store 














color book 
of finest 


IRIS and *)\ 
DAYLILIE 


READY APR. ISTH. 1000 VARIETIES! 


To be sure of i 
FREE COPY eae to 


EDENWALD GARDENS 


Dept. F. G., VINCENNES, INDIANA. 
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the gardens there will be a short de- 
scription of the country in which the 
garden may be found. Flags of all 
nations represented will be displayed 
in the auditorium. This Show is spon- 
sored by the Garden Forum of the 
Toledo District. 

The Michigan Flower and Home 
Show will be held from March 23 
through March 31, at the State Fair 
Grounds, Detroit. The theme of the 
show will be “Spring Is Busting Out 
All Over,” and it will combine for the 
first time in this area a flower and 
home show. It will be sponsored by 
the Michigan Horticultural Society. 

The Houston International Flower 
and Garden Show, to be held in the 
city’s coliseum March 17-24, will 
have as its theme “Living With Flow- 
ers.” Landscape architect Ralph E. 
Gunn has been commissioned to de- 
sign the show, and he will use special 
lighting effects and covered passage- 
ways to help achieve a complete gar- 
den-like atmosphere. The show is 
comprised of members from all floral 
and horticultural societies in the area. 

At Hollywood Park, Inglewood, 
California, the eighth annual Cali- 
fornia International Flower Show will 
be held on March 16-24. All indoors, 
the Show will cover seven acres. Mr. 
J. Awdry Armstrong of the Armstrong 
Nurseries has been appointed Execu- 
tive Chairman. Mr. Armstrong was a 
founder of the All-America Rose Se- 
lections and was its first president. At 
present he is vice-chairman of the 
Agricultural Committee of the Los 
Angeles Chamber of Commerce and a 
member of the Agricultural Advisory 
Council of the University of Cali- 
fornia. Sponsors of the Show are the 
Southern California Horticultural In- 
stitute and the Southern California 
Floral Association. 

Many of you will be taking a special 
spring trip to attend the 11th annual 
Williamsburg Garden Symposium, 
March 6-8 and March 13-15 (see story 
on page 26 of this issue.)® 
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HOWDY, GARDENER, 


Did you buy this 
FLOWER GROWER 
from our mutual friend, 
your local magazine 
dealer? He'll be glad to 
help you become a regu- 
lar FLOWER GROWER 
subscriber. Just fill in the 
coupon, attach $3.50 and 
give it to your local 
dealer... 


Yes, | want FLOWER GROWER sent 
directly to my home each month. 


1 am attaching $3.50 for a full 
12 month subscription. 


Sg RES RRR ER aR a CT : 


i to your local magazine deal 
mail to FLOWER GROWER, Dept. 251, Albany 1, N.Y. 
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Fan columbine 
by MONTAGUE FREE 


HE FAN COLUMBINE, Aquilegia 
flabellata, a native of Japan, 
is a delightful species of colum- 

bine that is not so well known as its 
merits deserve. Its display value is not 
limited to flowers in May: its gray- 
green, glaucous, fan-shaped leaves are 
beautiful throughout the growing sea- 
son. In our garden the leaves have not 
been bothered by that dastardly leaf 
miner which so often ruins the appear- 
ance of garden columbines. 

The flowers are usually lilac-colored 
with white petals. Flower stems rise 
to a height of about 15 inches above 
the foliage. Its comparative dwarfness 
makes it useful in the front of the 
perennial border. The plants pictured 
are the result of “happenstance.” The 


MONTAGUE FREE 


seeds, sown in a soil-filled crevice of a 
rock outcrop, were washed to the base 
of the rock by a torrential rain soon 
after they were sown in the spring. 

Rock gardeners prefer the dwarf 
white form of this species (A. flabellata 
nana) which has pure white flowers on 
stems about 9 inches tall. 

These columbines are not finicky 
about soil, provided it is well drained. 
Seeds sown in the spring will bloom 
the following year. In a rock garden 
they can be planted where they are 
to bloom; for the flower border it is 
better to sow seed thinly in a specially 
prepared seed bed either in a cold- 
frame or out in the open. Seedlings 
can be transplanted to their flowering 
location when they are 2 to 3 inches 
tall. They grow happily in full sun or 
partial shade.® 
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@ Precision-built for easy assembly 
@ Big choice of sizes and styles 
@ Costs less to erect, less to maintain 


TEXAS GREENHOUSE CO. 


GREENHOUSE MANUFACTURERS 
1508 WEST ROSEDALE FORTY WORTH, 





























proudest of rose growers! 


$2.25 ea., 3 for $6.00 (OFFER J) i 


New, 


Colorful 
STAR ROSE 
CATALOG 


= FREE ! 


Shows “Lady Elgin”, new 
orange-gold Hybrid Tea rose 
sensation, plus other new, ex- 
citing varieties including Ever- 
blooming Climbers, “Red 
Empress” and “Golden Show- 
ers’’, the new, red Floribunda, 
“‘Sumatra’’, plus latest Award 
Winners and dozens of all- 
time favorites. Detailed de- 
scriptions help you choose. 
Combination offers help you 
save. Send for your copy today! 


raf 
§lar Roses 





NEST GROVE 402. PA. 





The Conard-Pyle Co. 
Our 60th year 





Everyone will admire the big, * 
abundant, vivid red blooms of your 
“President Eisenhower’’ Roses. The 
buds open to fragrant five-inch 
blooms with as many as 40 brilliant 
petals. The stems are strong . . . the 
plants upright and bushy. Plant 
several “President Eisenhower” 
bushes this spring. You'll be the 
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Plan your spring planting 
around these 
money-saving combinations: 

President Eisenhower. HT, Pi. Pat. 1217. 


Brilliant red... .. . dekh bchabmak te $2.25 ea. 
Peace. HT. Pi. Pat. 591. Golden all-time 
of Roses. ... gid cows 050% bo aR 
Confidence. HT. P1. Pat. 1192. Peach-toned 
ER ey ee ee eae $2.25 ea 
ALL THREE ONLY $6.25 ppd. (OFFER H) 
Crimson Glory. HT. Deep crimson...... .. $1.75 ea. 
Eclipse. HT. Lovely yellow................$1.75 ea. 
Condesa de S HT. Red-yellow bicolor $1.50 ea. 





Mme. Cochet-Cochet. HT. Coppery pink. .$1.75 ea. 
ALL FOUR ONLY $5.95 ppd. (OFFER G) 


ALL STAR ROSES ARE GUARANTEED TO BLOOM 


f= = = MAIL TODAY = = = = 
| Star Roses Dae—____.__ i 
West Grove 402, Pa. Enclosed $____ 


Please send me 0 OFFER G; 0 OFFER H; ' 
O OFFER J; (0 Free Star Rose Catalog in full color. 
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Casual and unstudied 
arrangements for the home 


by MARGET COCHRANE COLE 


N MY LECTURE TOURS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
I am often asked this question: “How can we make 
flower arrangements for our homes which do not 
have that worked-over or stilted appearance so often 
seen in flower show arrangements?” The answer to this 
is fairly simple—allow the flowers greater freedom. 

When we hold a bouquet in our hand, just as it is 
cut from the garden, we often notice that it has a charm- 
ingly gay effect and tremendous vitality. Indeed, it often 
seems as though it needs no further “arranging.” Be- 
cause the loosely grouped flowers have considerable 
space between them we see them in their full dimen- 
sions. Admittedly this openness is somewhat difficult 
to maintain when the flowers are fixed in a holder but it 
is the effect we must constantly strive for. 

The form of the flowers, of course, influences the 
shape of the arrangement (as may be seen in the photo- 
graphs here), and the natural attitudes of flowers should 
be studied when making arrangements. Some flowers 
want to turn or even droop, while some lift their heads 
high. We can give greater play to these characteristics 
in informal home arrangements because we have the 
advantage of being able to view the arrangement from 
all sides rather than from a fixed position as at flower 
shows. 

The tall spikes of gladiolus establish a strong vertical 
and somewhat formal line whereas the round, open 
flowers of the tulip lend themselves to rather a low 
orbicular, informal treatment. In handling a stiff- 
stemmed flower such as gladiolus there is a tendency to 
obtain too strong a vertical line unless some of the stems 
are inserted in the holder at an angle. There will be a 
monotony of florets unless the spikes are cut at dif- 
ferent lengths and are placed so that all florets do not 
face directly forward. As the gladiolus are inserted 
from front to back around the holder we see that the 
florets are as beautiful in profile as they are full face. 
Blending or contrasting flower colors in addition to the 
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use of harmonious foliage adds interest and distinction. 
The foliage is also placed at an angle to dispel a too 
severely perpendicular effect. 

Tulips require a quite different treatment from most 
flowers, for their heads are heavy and their stems some- 
times bare of foliage. If they are arranged when the 
flowers are closed, allowance should be made in space 
and line for them to open fully—a few hours in a warm 
room usually brings about this change. In the tulip 
arrangement pictured the heavy stems and foliage of 
rhododendron support the tulip stems and make it easier 
to separate the blooms for a casual open effect. 

Tiny flowers with weak stems should be arranged 
in small-necked delicate containers. Margaret Car- 
rick increased the importance of the flowers by placing 
paper doilies at the neck of the tiny glasses, and thereby 
strengthened the flower color by contrasting it against 
the white paper. Notice how the middle tier of nosegays 
is rounded in shape in contrast to the more conical form 
of the top and bottom ones. Had they all been the same 
shape, the arrangement would have appeared top heavy 
and would have lost its spring-like charm. 

In creating the white chalice Mrs. Carrick balanced 
the heavy accessories by elevating the flowers and 
arranging them in a free airy manner. The feathery 
ferns, placed at an angle, give a delicate grace both by 
their position and texture. Again note the value of con- 
trast—frail foliage and small flowers in a heavy con- 
tainer. A similar effect could be achieved by reversing 
this relationship—heavy foliage with structural flowers 
in a light-weight container. 

These examples of how greater freedom can be 
achieved in home arrangements should stir your cre- 
ativeness and beckon you to make flowers become a 
part of everyday living rather than merely show pieces. 
With simplicity as the keynote, it takes but a few mo- 
ments and a dash of imagination to have flowers con- 
stantly with you—attractively arranged.® 
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Gladiolus for a hall or living-room table 


Nosegays make a party centerpiece 


PHOTOGRAPHS AND ARRANGEMENTS BY MARCARET € 


Tulips complete a spring luncheon setting 


Fall flowers for a festive buffet 





MRS. ALEXANDER PEACOCK’S graceful arrange- 
ment in a silver goblet was entered in the first elimi- 
nation and placed her among the eight finalists. She 
represented the Little Garden Club of Rye, New York. 


ROBERT H. RUCKER, who was the only male con- 
tender, represented the Ragged Robin Club of Nor- 
man, Oklahoma. His entry in the first eliminations 
shows each rose placed to show to the best advantage. 





ENTERED IN THE FINALS was this arrangement in a low 
silver tray, also by Mrs. Alexander Peacock. Here she made 
use of iris foliage and gray lambs-ears (Stachys lanata) to 
create line and texture. Note the good use of wooden base. 
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MRS. LESLIE VAUGHAN entered this arrangement in the 
first round of the tournament. Note how line of arrangement 
follows the line of the container. Mrs. Vaughan of Stepney, 
Connecticut, represented the Federated Garden Clubs of Conn. 
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Sterling bowl tournament 


An annual tournament held to encourage the return to the traditional 
colonial custom of tastefully displaying roses in silver containers 


silver trophy, and a hundred seasoned flower ar- 

rangers—these are the components which make the 
annual Sterling Bowl Tournament an outstanding success. 
Held at the beautiful 17-acre rose gardens of Jackson and 
Perkins Company, Newark, New York, this national rose 
arrangement competition is one of the highlights of an 
annual rose festival attended by as many as 200,000 visitors 
each year. 

Arrangements of roses in silver containers compete for 
the first prize of a sterling silver trophy designed by 
America’s foremost silversmiths and commissioned by the 
Sterling Silversmiths Guild of America. Inscribed on the 
trophy is the theme of the tournament, a quotation from 
John Masefield: 

“In quest of that one beauty, 
-God put me here to find.” 
The sterling bowl trophy remains in the possession of the 


A CRES OF ROSES IN FULL BLOOM, a $5,000 sterling 


STERLING SILVER TROPHY above was won by Mrs. Rolland L. Fifer 


winner’s garden club for one year, after which it is returned 
to competition. The name of each year’s winner and her 
garden club is inscribed on the standard of the bowl. Eight 
silver containers are also awarded to each of the eight 
finalists. The Sterling Silversmiths Guild of America and 
the Jackson and Perkins Company are co-sponsors of the 
tournament. 

Any member of a garden club may enter, the number of 
entries being limited to 100. Contestants have the privilege 
of cutting whatever flowers they need from the more than 
36,000 plants in the rose gardens. 

In the first phase of the tournament contestants make 
arrangements in their own silver containers. Judging is 
held in the attractive Garden House overlooking the rose 
gardens. 

Eight finalists are chosen bv a panel of eminent judges. 
Then, by lottery, each arranger is assigned a new variety 
of rose and a sterling silver bowl or tray [SEE Pace 109] 


of Louisville, Kentucky, representing the Crescent Hill Woman’s Club. 
In this demonstration arrangement Mrs. Fifer used the new lavender 
hybrid tea rose Sterling Silver. Plants will be available early this fall. 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


African Violet Society 
celebrates its |Oth year 


The editors of FLowER GroweR salute the African Violet Society 
of America on the occasion of its tenth anniversary. Founded on 
enthusiasm and a common interest, its tremendous growth can be par- 
tially attributed to the great beauty of the flower itself. Over the 
10-year period, the Society has done much to win public favor for 
the African-violet, and today, it is the most popular house plant. 


History of the Society 


by FLOYD L. JOHNSON 


(past present 1952-55) 


can be summed up in three words—challenge, lead- 
ership, and enthusiasm. 

In 1946 Charles J. Hudson, Jr., of Atlanta, Georgia, 
having found that there was considerable interest in African- 
violets in his particular area of the South, decided to have 
an African-violet show. To help carry out his idea he called 
on other enthusiasts in that area, and together they formu- 
lated plans. The result was a beautiful display of many 
African-violets, and a crowd of over 8,000 people filling the 
display rooms and causing the first African-violet traffic 
jam. This show was visited by people from various parts of 
the country, and as a result the idea spread rapidly. 

After this first show, a small group, determined to have a 
national society, met and founded what is now believed to 
be the fastest-growing horticultural society. Mrs. Ferne 
Kellar (then from Iowa and now from Virginia) was 
chosen to be the Society’s first president. With her were 
chosen Charles J. Hudson, Jr. (Georgia) as first vice- 
president; Dr. W. D. Holly (Colorado) as second vice- 
president; Mrs. Robert Wright (Tennessee) as recording 
secretary; Lewis E. Cook (New York) as corresponding 
secretary and Boyce M. Edens (Georgia) as treasurer. 

The popularity of the African-violet began to pick up 
speed, and it was not long before a thousand members had 
joined the Society, with additional applications coming in 
at a rapid pace. 

About this time the challenge was picked up by the 
commercial growers, who started introducing new varieties. 


(Gi OF THE AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
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These were readily received by collector-hungry enthusiasts 
who were eager to have all existing varieties in their col- 
lections. It soon become evident that there was great dupli- 
cation among the varieties. This eventually led to the 
establishment of an official registration list by the Society. 
(Its purpose is to eliminate duplication in variety names. 
An attempt is also made to assure that a new variety is 
sufficiently different from an existing variety to warrant 
another name—a monumental task, as anyone who has 
worked on this will vouch for.) 

Conventions have been held each year since the first 
Atlanta convention in 1947. The next two were held in 
Cincinnati, and one each followed in Philadelphia, Dayton, 
Chicago, Nashville, St. Louis, Pittsburgh and Minneapolis. 
An African-violet show is always held in conjunction with 
the convention and is a big drawing card, since many new 
varieties are seen for the first time. Each year brings a 
representative group of members from almost all of the 
forty-eight states, Canada and other parts [SEE PaGe 126] 


Research Program 


by NEIL C. MILLER 


(CHAIRMAN, RESEARCH COMMITTEE, 1955—) 


had its beginning in an informal discussion at the 

second National Convention of the Society held in 
Cincinnati in 1949. Dr. Alex Laurie, then of Ohio State 
University, addressed the convention on general culture of 
African-violets. Several persons from the audience met 
later with Dr. Laurie to further discuss some matters he had 
mentioned. The conversation drifted to the question of 


TT" RESEARCH PROGRAM of the African Violet Society 











whether “amazon” and “supreme” varieties (typified by 
having heavy leaves and large flowers) were tetraploids and 
whether there might be a possibility of growing African- 
violets under fluorescent lights. Dr. Laurie suggested that 
the Society establish a scholarship for research into these 
subjects. 

Henry Peterson, a commercial African-violet grower in 
Cincinnati, was appointed chairman ‘of a research commit- 
tee to study Dr. Laurie’s suggestion. Since the Society was 
young and money was scarce, no research work could be 
authorized in 1949. By the time of the 1950 convention, 
however, Peterson and Laurie had worked out a plan for 
a wide-range research project to be conducted at Ohio 
State University. Meeting at the Philadelphia convention in 
1950 the board of directors authorized that money from 
the Society treasury be allocated to finance this project. 

Richard Stinson, a graduate student of floriculture, was 
chosen to do the work. The following factors affecting 
growth of African-violets were considered: intensity of 
natural light, temperature, fluorescent light, organic and 
inorganic fertilizers, calcium level and soil pH. 

The research was amazingly successful, and useful in- 
formation resulted from each investigation. The most 
startling information was the firm establishment of the fact 
—-previously claimed only by isolated pioneering indi- 
viduals—that African-violets could be successfully grown 
under fluorescent lights. Few developments in floriculture 
have had such far-reaching effects as this discovery. The 
age-old dependence of a plant on sunlight was found to 
have a substitute in fluorescent lights. The African-violet 
(and many other plants it was: later discovered) could be 
grown in dark hallways and basements and ‘other areas in 
the home previously unsuited to good plant growth. Thou- 
sands of people could now grow plants who never could 
before. and plants could begin to take on a new importance 
in architectural planning and home decoration. The way 
was paved for a whole new industry—the manufacturing 
and distribution of equipment for growing plants under 
lights. The number of fluorescent bulbs used by home and 
commercial growers must have run into the millions since 
the feasibility of growing plants under light was first 
established. 

Boyce Edens of Atlanta, Georgia, one of the original 
members of the Society, saw immediately that there were 
several definite things the infant Society must do if it was 
to survive and attract an expanding membership. Some of 
the projects he pressed for were: a creditable magazine, 
a registration system, an affiliated chapter set-up, establish- 
ment of a judging procedure and judge accreditation, an 
annual convention, a system of awards and, particularly, 
a vigorous research program. By the time of his death in 
1952 Mr. Edens saw all these established and well on their 
way toward becoming the Society’s strongest assets. 

Income from memberships and sale of advertising space 
would not cover the expenses of all these activities. A 
Boyce Edens Fund was created to memorialize Mr. Edens’ 
belief that research had to be a bed-rock item of Society 
policy. The purpose of the fund was to solicit voluntary 
contributions from individuals and organizations, particu- 
larly local clubs and societies, to support the research pro- 
gram. The Fund has received enthusiastic support and since 
1953 has annually collected enough money to finance 
much of the research work of the Society. 

Since the initial work at Ohio State University, research 
projects have covered the following subjects: nutrition 
(Michigan State University); deficiency symptoms (Uni- 
versity of Denver); root and crown rot (George Washing- 
ton University); rooting hormones (Purdue University); 
nematodes, fertilizer excesses and bud drop (University of 
Illinois); relationship of blossom color to temperature 
and nutrition (Marshall College); and genetics and cy- 
tology (University of Minnesota). [SEE Pace 126] 






Variety Evaluation 


by H. G. HARVEY 


(ist vice-rresipent) 


to the classification and development of new varie- 

ties is its Plant Registration List. However, any 
story about African-violet varieties in the United States 
has. to start with the Armacost and Royston Nursery in 
Los Angeles, California. In the 1930's, this concern, like 
many others, annually bought seed of various plant novel- 
ties, including some African-violet seed, from European 
growers. Unlike the other purchasers of this seed, how- 
ever, Armacost’s did more than grow and sell the resulting 
plants. They recognized the almost miraculous capacity of 
the African-violet for mutation and developed a number 
of distinct varieties such as BLUE Boy which they placed 
on the market in 1936. BLUE Boy was much superior to 
its parents as a house plant. The housewives of America 
took it to their hearts, and the African-violet movement was 
on its way. 

All of Armacost’s varieties were on the bluish side, 
ranging from the light blue of NoRsEMAN, through the deep 
purple of BLue Boy and Neptune, to the rather dark 
orchid of AMETHYST. This color range was soon extended, 
however. About 1940 Rep Head, the first so-called red 
appeared; in 1942 Pink Beauty (a real pink) emerged, 
followed by WuiTe Lapy (a real white of delicate consti- 
tution). This practically completed the color range of the 
plant although infinite variations have developed since. 

By this date the roster of leaf types was also fairly 
complete, the “girl”-type leaf appearing first in the variety 
BLUE GiRL, while the ruffled or wavy type leaf probably 
showed up first in RUFFLES. The giant type of plant, which 
generally is genetically a polyploid, had shown up in various 
places by 1943 and was known variously as the “supreme,” 
“amazon” or “DuPont” type. The double African-violet 
appeared in numerous places as a sport of both BLUE Boy 
and NepTuNe. Wherever it appeared it received a new 
name, but under any of its numerous names it was rather 
an unattractive plant and of importance mainly because it 
was the basis for better varieties. 

It is very likely that the decade from 1935 to 1945 saw 
most of the major breaks or mutations which can be ex- 
pected. The mutations occurred not only in seedlings but 
also in vegetative leaf propagations. In fact, it is highly 
probable that more than half of the important breaks were 
derived from leaf cuttings rather than from seedlings. It is 
doubtful if there has ever been a plant in cultivation which 
sported as radically, in such a short time, with so little out- 
side encouragement. 

The African-Violet Society Plant Registration List desig- 
nates a variety as possessing one of ten colors, one of three 
types of flowers, in addition to one of eight types of leaves 
and one of three plant sizes. It is apparent that the com- 
binations possible from these characteristics are infinite and 
that an even larger number of distinct varieties than we 
now have are possible. However, the plant’s disturbing habit 
of producing the same mutation nearly simultaneously in 
various ‘parts of the country has resulted in many more 
names than distinct varieties. The 1956 Registration List 
gives 811 variety names and 9 species names. There is no 
doubt that today there exist more unregistered names than 
registered, so it is estimated that over 2,000 names have 
been used at one time or another to designate particular 
African-violets. However, the great ma- [SEE PAGE 127] 


O* OF THE GREATEST CONTRIBUTIONS of the Society 
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ull color book ! VA: 
Full of information, color and new 
a varieties of choice Peonies,Own Root 
OLDEST NURSERY Lilacs, Best in Iris, Oriental Poppies, 


(Since 1868) Hardy Phlox, Glads and many other 
Perennials. 
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DISTINCTIVE 
CONTAINERS 


to win you that coveted prize! 


Newly developed and specifically designed with 
the expert assistance of several accredited Garden 
Club Judges... bringing flower arrangers the 
handsome, pottery containers they have long desired. 


24 versatile pieces to lend distinction to each and every floral 
arrangement. Six, lovely colors in the preferred mat finish. 


Send TODAY for free, de- RED WING POTTERIES, inc. 
scriptive brochure complete with Dept. GCL-1 


" > P Red Wing, Minnesota 
pictures, sizes and prices. Please send me your catalog on 
new Designs for Flower Arrangements. 





RED WING POTTERIES, inc. | oor: 





Red Wing, Minnesota j ary. 














Sterling Bowl Tournament 


[FRoM Pace 105] in which to make the 
arrangement. A few of the rose varie- 
ties used last year included STERLING 
SILVER, WHITE BOUQUET, SUMMER- 
TIME, TWILIGHT, AMY VANDERBILT, 
SPARTAN and GOLDEN MASTERPIECE. 
The winner and members of the gar- 
den club she represents are presented 
with the $5,000 trophy at an impres- 
sive luncheon at the Newark Country 
Club. In addition, the winner is in- 
vited to make a demonstration arrange- 
ment in the sterling trophy bowl. 

Mrs. Roland Fifer, representing the 
Crescent Hill Woman’s Club of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, became the first winner 
of the sterling bowl in 1956. Second 
place was won by Mrs. H. W. Raleigh 
of Barrington, Rhode Island, repre- 
senting the Perennial Planters Club of 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

The six other finalists were: Mrs. 
M. D. Hadden, 8 Paulding St., Hunt- 
ington, N. Y.; Mrs. L. W. Vaughan, 
RFD 2, Stepney, Connecticut; Mrs. N. 
H. Pearson, Hamden, Connecticut; 
Mrs. Alexander R. Peacock, Rye, New 
York; Mrs. Gerard Heilman, White 
Plains, New York; and Robert Rucker 
of Lubbock, Texas, the only man in 
the tournament. 

The second annual Sterling Bowl 
Tournament will be held June 26-27. 
It will be a major part of the 26th 
annual Rose Festival and a feature of 
the 85th anniversary celebration of the 
Jackson and Perkins Company. The 
first two registrations from each state 
will be automatically accepted. Others 
will be accepted in order of their re- 
ceipt prior to the fina! registration 
date, June 1, or until a maximum of 
100 entries are received. Requests for 
tournament rules and _ registration 
forms should be sent to Mrs. Vincent 
Whitsitt, Tournament Director, Jack- 
son and Perkins, Newark, New York. 
Among the new roses to be used in 
this year’s tournament are GAIL Bor- 
DEN, ARLENE FRANCES, CONTENT- 
MENT and PINK LusTRE.® 





American Garden Guild 
Book Club Selection 
for March 


@ The March selection of the 
American Garden Guild Book 
Club is Geraniums for Home and 
Garden by Helen K. Krauss. 

This volume accurately describes 
almost a thousand different kinds 
of geraniums. The sixteen pages 
of excellent photographs make it 
possible for the gardener to iden- 
tify about one hundred of these 
thousand kinds. 











FLOWER CROWER 

















Spring is early in an 


“Garden Under Giass’” 


Spring is olways early in an Everlite 

Alumi Greenh . and Spring 

comes earlier to your outdoor garden 

when you help it along with a eneonns 
. - an Everlite Alumi Gr 








Famous Evertite features: 

© Lifetime maintenance-free construction 

® Strong, light, rustproof aluminum alloy 

© Beautiful, harmonizing curved glass eaves 

© Completely prefabricated, easily erected 

© Choice of lean-to or full-size models 

@ Full line of Everlite accessories 
Model B3 shown, $341.00. Other models 
from $187.50. Write for free folder FG37. 


Hluminum 


uc. 
14615 Lorain Ave., Cleveland 11, Chie 














African Violets 


PINK SPARKLE—NEW— 
showing faint white dane $1.50 





large sparkling pink blossom 
each. 


SNOW DRIFT—Large glistening ign rounded petal blos- 
ach. 


som. Flowers in profusion. $1.50 
WILD THORNAPPLE—Semi-double poweed ona — blos- 
som. Unusual crinkled girl type foliage. $1.50 


PINK PUFF—A real favorite of the double inte. gore 
quilted red backed leaf. Open and well formed deep pink 
double blossom. Very prolific. $1.25 each. 


UNUSUAL VARIEGATED LEAF TYPES 


SUNBURST—Variegated green and white leaf of girl type 
with burgundy flower. $1.25 each. 


FROSTY NITE—Green and white leaf. Purple and white 
variegated flower. $1.00 each. 
CHOOSE FROM THESE COLORFUL NEW VIOLETS FOR YOUR 
“VIOLETRAMA” COLLECTION IN 1957. $1.00 EACH. 
Apricot Mist, Black Magic, Blaze, Clementine, Christina, 
Double Pink Rock, Double Painted ‘Girl, Double Inspiration, 
Frivolette, Geneva Beauty, Holiday, Hone ot, Meg, Mary 
Thompson, Pink Dilly, Rosewing, Ru Queen, Sea 
ish Lace, Sugar Babe, Wild g ae America, 


Please include 45¢ on all orders amounting to $3.00 or less. 
On all orders over $3.00, please include 65¢; 
West of Miss. 85¢ 


Free 1957 Color 
Catalog On Request 


BETHAYRES, PA. 
Dept 










Plant Superfection for berri 
‘year. Allen's 1957 Derry 
describes best varieties — 

: methods. copy. Write 

today. W. F. ALLEN COMPANY 

12 Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 


Bubbs - Dabufe Mixture 
0Gtapiotus 2° 29¢ 


50th anniversary offer ‘as 
Size % to one inch across ‘‘Not Bulblets.”” Guaranteed 
to bloom this summer. 10 or more varieties in this 


mixture. Send 25¢ in coin for this 
erg hep aw bade > aspera = 
Bult, Plant & Seed Catalog. 
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The Home 


Greenhouse 


¥ 


bleak, 


by VICTOR GREIFF 


HIS IS A SPECTACULAR MONTH 
in the greenhouse. While out- 
doors may be _ forbiddingly 
indoors is full of color. After 


the rigors of winter, and with garden 
bloom still in the far distance, this in- 


door 


summer is doubly appreciated. 


Flower shows are being held in 


many 


of the larger cities this month. 


Home greenhouse owners are particu- 
larly eager to attend, as much can be 
learned. Almost anything seen at the 
shows can be grown in the home 
greenhouse if the owner is determined 


to do 


so. Room may have to be made 


to include a curious orchid, a new 
geranium: or begonia, a pot of fra- 


grant 


To grow 


must 


freesias or a beautiful azalea. 
“show” plants some study 
be given to the requirements of 


the different plants and every effort 


made 


to provide them as nearly as 


possible. Also not to be overlooked 
at the shows are new methods and 


gadgets, 
covers . 


grace 


soil sterilizers, polyethylene 
. even a little fountain to 
and humidify the indoor garden. 


Some spring bulbs really deserve 
pot culture, especially those that bloom 
so early outdoors that their flowers 
are often damaged by wind, frost and 


mud. 


Friends will appreciate small 


pots of muscari or giant crocus. These 
will flower in a coldframe kept at 
40°-45° night temperature by means 


of a 


cable. 


cold 


thermostat-controlled heating 
The frame can be blanketed on 
nights with a waterproof quilt 


which makes power consumption neg- 
ligible. Of course these bulbs may also 
be brought into bloom in the green- 
house after a period of low tempera- 
ture outdoors in a coldframe. 


But for the sophisticated gardener 


who, 


for lack of space, must be selec- 


tive, only the dwarf daffodils such as 
Narcissus cyclamineus and N. trian- 
drus hybrids justify pot culture. Also 


quite 


a sensation to even a hardened 


expert is a small pan of Iris reticulata, 
This can be forced in the greenhouse 


or, if 


left in the coldframe, will be in 


full and perfect bloom a few weeks 
ahead of the same bulbs outdoors. 


The 
and 


flower is delicate, black-purple 
gold, with -bayonet-like leaves 


tipped with a tiny white tooth to break 


throu 


variety CANTAB is a clear, light-blue | 





gh the ice-encrusted soil. The 











WALDOR cacennouses 





101 Models Under $500 
Prices as LOW as $239 


10! Waldor Aluminum Green- 
house models for less than $500 
—7 less than $300. WALDOR 
Greenhouse gardening is easier; 
a relaxing, year ‘round hobby or 
family project. Something to 
show friends! Extra income, too. 
All styles, sizes, for home or 
commercial growers. Prefabri- 
cated, simply erected, extended 
with only wrench and screw- 
driver. No rot, no rust, no paint- 
ing. 10-yr Guarantee. 


Send 25¢ NEW 4-color CATALOG 


WALDOR 
GREENHOUSES 


Dept. 1403 Salem, Mass. 








Yellow 
Spray 
Orchids 


$B-95 ize" 





Oncia.um ampliatum 
“dancing lady” 


Properly potted. Free instructions. 
p lovendee Copiers + dif - 

ent ing size plus o 
orchid pear mw |e wh $40.) si9.95 
postpaid USA 

OR 

1 lavender Cattleya hybrid in bud 
$8.95 postpaid. 








Pot your orchids with 

“EASE” TANBARK 
Easy to use as a cake mix. Just add woter. 
toatins. +o Amy for Bromeliads. 


3.2 = aa bag ot ae jax. 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


Rt 6 Box 77-FM Jacksonville 7, Fle. 
CATALOG 25c 
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Mowing is so 


with 


easy 


POWER MOWERS 


Simply lower handle to | 
drive mower. Just raise | 
handle for free wheeling © 
around flower beds, trees, 
fences, and other hard-to- 
get-at places. 


© Powerful 4-cycle Briggs & Stratton engine with 
automatic recoil starter. 


@ Low tone muffler. 
@ 21” cutting blade. 


@ 5 cutting height adjustments from 1 to 3 inches. 
® Adjustable speeds—from slow to a fast walk. 


@ Built-in Sunbeam quality throughout. 


SELECTIVE 
TRANSMISSION 


Higher speeds for nor- 
mal grass, faster mow- 
ing. Slower speeds for 
heavy grass, weeds, 
mulching leaves or for 
use by e na people. 


So easy-to-operate! Simply move 
handle down and drive rollers 
engage wheels to propel mower. 
Just raise handle to a ay 
drive for Free Wheeling. It’s as 
easy as that—no knobs to turn 

- no levers to push. Cuts grass 
or tall weeds. Selective Transmis- 
sion lets you select the speed to 

eet your particular needs. Faster 

speeds for the large estate or the 
| etemcpei spot 1 speeds for 
eavy grass, mulching. 

With 2% H.P. Briggs & Strat- 
ton Engine, only $157.50. (Colo- 
rado & West, $159.95.) 

With 2% H.P. engine, only 
$159.95. (Colorado & West, 
$162.95.) 

Leaf Mulcher attachment, saves 
leaf raking and burning. $4.75. 





Lightweight... just 29 pounds 


unbeam 


TWIN BLADE 
ELECTRIC MOWER 


Here's another po Sunbeam Mower! An 

outstanding twin-blade ae mower that 

foe you ail the advanta; anges of —~— mow- 

ea iy cost. Powe . err 

. motor—operates on 

> ela tial current. With swing-over 

handle for oes ane “ary Convenient cord- 

holder on han nch cut. Close side 

trim. Only $79. 95. Leaf ‘Muicher attachment, 
only $6.75. 


Close Side Trim 


esi 


Twin Blodes 
mowing 


color but it lacks some of the charac- 
ter of the species. 

Polyethylene lining of greenhouse 
roofs has been reported to save fuel 
and conserve humidity.. This will be 
of particular interest where a warm 
house must be maintained. The plastic 
film is stretched across the sash bars 
and stapled into place, leaving an in- 
sulating layer of air between roof and 
plastic. It also gives some light diffu- 
sion (a possible disadvantage with a 
few crops during the dull days of win- 
ter) and provides very light shade in 
summer. Look for .004 inch film as 
wide as you can get it. 

Mimosas are a real joy in the cool 
house. They are natives of Australia, 
where they are collectively known as 
“wattles” after the wattles or hurdles 
the early settlers made from the long 
pliable branches. They range in size 
from shrubs to near trees, with grace- 
ful, slender, light-colored branches and 
feathery, blue-green legume leaves or 
curious flat “phyllodes.” They all bear 
little bells or catkins of fluffy, pale- 
yellow blooms. 

Seeds of cold-loving perennials can 
be started indoors this month includ- 
ing primulas and many rock garden 
plants. Slow-growing annuals such as 
verbena, dahlia, tithonia and double 
petunia also benefit by an early start. 

Dahlia enthusiasts bring their choice 
clumps into the greenhouse where 
they are potted up and started into 
growth. These plants provide many 
cuttings which root readily and can 
be set out at planting time.® 








Readers’ Ideas 


@ Let fellow readers hear about 
gadgets you’ve made, tools you've 
improvised or unusual ways you've 
used implements to speed the main- 
tenance or improve the beauty of 
your garden. The method you used 
to build a terrace or window box, or 
the trick you have for securing flow- 
ers in a vase may be just what some- 
one else is looking for to simplify his 
gardening activity and make it more 
enjoyable. 

For each of your ideas that is pub- 
lished, you will receive $5.00 plus a 
copy of the outstanding new book, “A 
Treasury of American Gardening.” 
An additional $5.00 will be paid for 
a drawing or photograph submitted 
and published to illustrate an idea. 
No ideas can be returned and pho- 
tographs and drawings will not be 
returned unless accompanied by a 
stamped self-addressed envelope. 

Send Ideas To: 
Readers’ Ideas, Flower Grower, 2049 
Grand Central Terminal, New York 
17, N. Y. 
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MoM ol 


the mower 
that’s built 
to ride 


















takes the a 
out of lawn care 


Be done forever with effortful walking 
to mow the lawn. Relax on MOV Cycle’s 
wide comfortable seat and grass cutting 
becomes a pleasant interlude; requires 
only operating the clutch, throttle and 
handle bar. So easy anyone can do it. 
And in addition, the job gets done 
quickly. Husky 344 hp. engine hustles 
MOW Cycle at speeds up to 5 mph. Twin 
rotary blades beneath the heavy steel 
platform cut a smooth 24” swath at every 
pass. Or hitch on rear attachments 
pictured below and enjoy complete lawn 
care without walking. 


MOW Cycle is safe for even inexpe- 
rienced operators. Can travel across 30% 
slopes without tipping. Controls are 
simple and all moving parts completely 
shielded. Thousands of MOW Cycles al- 
ready in use since 1950. Models for 1957 
embody many improvements. Electric 
starter available if desired. Mail coupon 
today; get complete information. Then 
visit your dealer and inspect MOV Cycle 
carefully. You'll like what you see. 





PRICES 
AT FACTORY 


MOW Cycle ‘24’.......$289.50 
MOW Cycle ‘CADET’ ... .$219.50 


Your dealer adds freight and local taxes. 
Prices slightly higher in the far west. 
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Mow "Cycle models and all attachments, 
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TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 


Tools for working the soil 


This is the first of a new series of 
buying Guides to be published in 
FLOWER GROWER. This month’s 
guide covers soil-working tools— 
both hand and power—as well as soil 
testing kits and compost shredders. 
In the April and May issues there 
will be additional guides on the tools 
and equipment for maintaining lawns 
and keeping a healthy garden. Also 
to be discussed in future articles will 
be plant foods, insecticides and other 
garden chemicals. 

You will note that under each 


group of tools there are hints on 
their use as well as a listing of the 
brands available and the manufac- 
turer’s name and address. This is 
published to further help you in your 
selection of the proper ecuipment for 
your garden. For more information 
on any of the tools, please write di- 
rectly to the manufacturer at the ad- 
dress given. 

Next month’s guide will cover lawn 
tools—mowers, trimmers, edgers, 
spreaders, sweepers, etc.—and plant 
foods. 


HAND TOOLS 


AND TOOLS are the backbone of 
H gardening, generally the start- 
ing point from which garden- 
ers begin their collection of gardening 
equipment. Even though power 
equipment makes gardening easier, 
quicker and more practical for many 
people, every gardening chore or 
technique can be performed with 
hand tools—in fact, there are many 
jobs which can only be done with 
hand equipment. Selecting the proper 
hand tools is just as important as se- 
lecting the right power equipment. 
Here are some of the things to look 
for: 
Good quality in this group of tools 
is only a matter of pennies over the 
cost of inferior equipment. The dif- 
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Select hand tools of the proper 
size and weight for user. Here 
is a set made for lady gardeners. 


ference in wear is a matter of years. 
In the long run, it is cheaper to buy 
better hand tools—they won’t have 
to be replaced for many years, per- 
haps for a lifetime. 

The correct size and weight means 
a lot for ease in use. A tool that is 
out of proportion with the user may 
lead to blisters and excessively sore 
muscles. Get a tool that you can 
handle comfortably. 

Have a purpose for the tool before 
you buy it. Some tools can be used 
for many jobs, others are one-pur- 
pose tools. One-purpose or specialty 





tools are needed in the gardening op- 
eration, but if you are only starting 
out, make sure that there is a specific 
need for the tool. 

Here are some of the hand tools 
available; those marked with a star 
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Even the back of a rake is use- 
ful. Shown is one of the ways 
to obtain a smooth seed bed. 


are the ones most gardeners consider 
essential and should be on every 
gardener’s tool rack. 

*Rake—This is a tool which is 
used almost every time a person steps 
into the garden to work. Its basic 
use is to smooth and level soil prior 
to planting. But there are many, 
many other uses. It is used for 
cleaning up leaves, debris and other 
unwanted material from lawns and 
garden beds. When worked back and 
forth it can also cultivate, covering a 
nice wide area. The rake keeps the 
garden neat after its job of soil 
preparation. 

There are two types of rakes: 
round bow and level head. The round 
bow is a reinforced rake, having two 
supports which come from each end 
of rake head and bow back and up 
into the shank. The level head rake 
has the shank right in the center of 
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the rake head. Naturally, the round 
bow is sturdier, but there are times 
when the level head rake is pre- 
ferred. Both are available in different 
widths and weights. A smaller ver- 
sion is the floral rake, only 8 inches 
wide or so. This is designed for 
working among closely-set plants. 
*Hoes—A whole book, or at least 
a big chapter, could be written about 
hoes. As we all know, the main job 
of a hoe is to cultivate the soil. It is 


Swirt 





Hoes can be used to work in 
plant food around a plant, as 
shown in the photograph above. 


used in a chopping fashion walking 
forward. There are many sizes and 
shapes of hoes—rounded, pointed, 
flat, heart-shaped, etc. In addition to 
cultivating, the hoe is also used for 
marking and making rows in the 
vegetable garden. In this classifica- 
tion, too, would be the mattock. This 


ROCHE 





Mattocks are for heavy-duty cul- 
tivating and digging. They usu- 
ally have a short or pick handle. 


is a heavy-duty tool for breaking up 
hard-packed soil. It can also be used 
for cultivating but may be clumsy. 
Scuffle hoes are a little different. 
Again, they are for cultivating, but 
for this purpose only. They are 
shaped differently, having a knife- 
like blade that is pushed back and 
forth just under the surface of the 
soil to cut weeds at the soil line and 
break up the surface of the soil. 
They can also be used for removing 
grass from soil walks. This tool is 
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It's easy... 
you do all 3 





converrisie Power-Pak 


Here's real economy . . . one engine does 
the work of three! Bolens Power-Pak en- 
gine-handle unit changes from mower... 
to tiller... to snow plow ... in a jiffy— 
makes fun of your outdoor chores. 5 at- 


tachments—3 rotary mowers, rugged tiller 


and efficient rotary snow caster. Easy 
time payments. 


Try the Power-Pak . . See Your Bolens Dealer 


SEND POSTCARD FOR CATALOG 


BOLENS PRODUCTS 
Food Machinery & Chemical Corp. 
Port Washington 3, Wisconsin 

















and Blade .. 


HEDGEMASTER 





The ORIGINAL electric trimmer 
with DOUBLE ACTION 
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DOUBLE 
ACTION 
BLADES 


both 
blades 
move 











Thirty cutting edges op- 
erate at 1200 strokes— 
36,000 clean cuts pe 
minute. Two position 
handle for one-hand 
eration. Duo position cut- 
ting head for trimming. 
Oniy KAUFMAN builds 
Hedgemaster. 


400T 
Completely new-type 
Grass Trimmer-Edger. 
You buy a non-clogging 
grass trimmer, complete 
with adjustable handle 
and suction blade 


, and 
| for a small additional 


m- 
letely interchangeable 
and Blade. 


_ + « a $29.95 


Postpaid 
$4.95 | - 
For complete information, Write 


KAUFMAN MFG. CO. 


S19 So. 29th St. Manitowoc, Wisconsin 


Edger Head 
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The original riding lawn mower 
that does everything! We 


* 

> 24” Cutting Width « 3% H.P. 4 cycle, air- 
*. cooled — e Forward and Reverse Speeds 
$ «Adjustable cutting height from 1 to 3 inches 
e« «All attachments » teow, optional. 

‘ The RIDE-A-MOWER CO Dept. FG-3 
. Subsidiary — Midwest Mower Corporation 
* 4927 Delmar Bivd., St. Lovis 8, Missouri 
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NOW tH BEST 


full-size, riding tractor 


Hand Tools, continued 


not marked as essential; however, 
many gardeners would disagree. 


able. Generally, though, they are 
tined and hook-like tools that are 
either used in a chopping motion like 
a hoe (walking forward) or pulled 


*Spade—This should be the first 
garden tool on everybody’s list. It is 
possible to keep a garden going with 
this single tool. Here’s what it is used 
for: digging or turning over soil in 


for lawn or garden 
DOES MORE — 
=COSTS LESS! 


The first really new 


tractor for today’s living 


the 9 h.p. 
PANZER 


through the soil (walking backward). 
In addition to the stand-up kinds 
there are also the short-handled, 
hands-and-knees cultivators. These ' 
are very inexpensive and a full set H 
should be on hand. They are used if 
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20 Attachments 






ppt Poin oy 
a Sy 


2 til cay gE. 


~ 
— 


ee! Model 

Only PANZER offers BIG TRACTOR POWER 
with small tractor MANEUVERABILITY that lets 
- do ALL lawn and garden jobs . . . do them 

tter, quicker and easier!! And you'll really 
appreciate how simple it is to use the PANZER. 

LOWEST UPKEEP—no maintenance headaches! 
With standard parts available everywhere, the 
Panzer is designed for average homeowner 
—not a mechanic. 


PRICED RIGHT! The Panzer actually costs less to 
buy, less to keep up, than some walking units. 


WRITE TODAY FOR FREE BROCHURES! 


vt. 3 COPAR, Inc. 


21 AVONDALE ST., LAUREL, MD. 





Turning soil, as above, is the 
main job for a spade. It is also 
used for planting and digging. 


preparation for planting; transplant- 
ing almost everything of any size; 
moving soil; clean-up chores; and 
even cultivating at times. Generally, 
the spade size is 7 by 12 inches. The 
normal spade has a “square point” — 
flat across the bottom—in either a 
long handle or conventional short 
“D” handle. Some people prefer the 
long handle, others the short. There 
is also a narrower spade (sometimes 
called the nursery spade) which is 
specifically for transplanting. It can 
be used for turning soil but the larger 
spade is usually preferred. 

*Spading forks are in the essential 
class. Like the spade, its main job is 
to turn soil. But it, too, can be used 
for transplanting, especially plants 
with fine roots, and on occasions for 
cultivating. Forks are also offered 


¢ 


A potato hook is used here for 
cultivating. This is used like 
a hoe, by walking forward. 


for reaching under and between 
plants in the flower border—many 
times this is the only way to cultivate 
these hard-to-get-at places. 
*Shovel—At least one _ shovel 
should be among your garden tools. 
Of the two blade styles—“round- 
point” and “square-point” — the 
round-point is the most popular 



















gpRAYING IS puN! 


when you're controlling pests the fast, 
easy way... WITH a John BEAN 
POWER SPRAYER (i a 


MCFARLAND 


HERMAN CANTNER 


The SPARTAN 


High pressure pump 
puts controlled mist 
spray high, wide and 
then some! 

15 or 30-gal. Bonderized 
tank resists rust! 

Easy starting Briggs & Stratton engine. (Electric 
motor optional) 

Adjustable pistol-grip gun. 


Shovels can also be used for 
turning soil, as shown, but a 


Big, smooth rolling ball bearing wheels. 
Newly designed mechanical and jet agitation, 


The 


Easy to move @ Easy to operate 
Easy to store 
No better sprayer of its size 
ever made! 


You con also choose from the 
complete line of John Bean tank 
ond hand-type sprayers. 


AGS 


Write for “Spraying Tips” today! 


Pe 


y an 





SING 4, MICH SAN JOSE 3, CALIF 











Spading forks have many uses. 
Here it is being used for pre- 
paring a seed bed, like a spade. 


with long or short “D” handles. In 
addition, they are available in differ- 
ent weights—the heavier for hard, 
clay soil and the lighter model for 
loose, well-worked garden soil. 
*Cultivators—Like hoes, there are 
many types, shapes and sizes avail- 


spade will give a straight trench. 


among gardeners. This is the digging 
shovel—the point on the end allows 
it to go into the soil much easier 
than the square-point. However, the 
Square-point has its place in shoveling 
from a hard surface such as concrete, 
digging a flat-bottomed trench, clean- 
ing walks and, of course, shoveling 
snow. 

The round-point shovel can also be 
used for planting and even turning 
soil, but you can’t get the straight 
edge to the trench that you can with 
a spade. 

*Trowel—This tool is almost syn- 
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onymous with gardening. This is the 
planting tool for small plants. It is 
available with either a narrow or 
wide blade. The wide-blade trowel is 
the most common—the narrow- 
bladed one is for planting smaller 
things or making a small but deep 
hole for bulbs. Both types will get 
a lot of use throughout the growing 
season. 

Dibber—To some people a dibber 
may not look like a garden tool. 
Actually, it is nothing more than a 
pointed instrument with a handle. It 
is used for making holes in beds or 
flats—even the open garden—to take 
small seedlings. 

Bulb planter—This is another spe- 
cial-purpose planter. It looks like a 
tea cup with no bottom or handle. 
It is plunged into the soil and when 
withdrawn brings a core of soil. The 
bulb is then dropped in and the core 
replaced. It can be used for almost 
all bulbs and corms; some have mark- 
ings on side to indicate depth. 

Aerifier—Hand aerifiers or aer- 
ators are for small lawns or lawn 
areas. Some look like a tamper with 
spikes or other devices for making 
small holes in turf; others are small, 
spiked rollers. The large roller kinds 
are much more practical on a me- 
dium to large lawn. 

Here are some of the available 
hand tools and their manufacturers. 

Ames—Complete line of hand 
tools. O. Ames Co., Parkersburg, 
W. Va. 

Atkins—Complete line of pruning 
saws. Also lawn rakes in two sizes. 
Atkins Saw Div., Borg-Warner Corp., 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Bartlett—Pruring shears and tree 
pruners, including long pole pruners 


al 


Bartlett pruning shears. 


and saws. Tree pruners $13.75 up; 
hand saws and pruners $3.30 up. 
Bartlett Mfg. Co., 3003 East Grand 
Blvd., Detroit 2, Mich. 

Crab Jack—Hand weeder. Hall 
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New shears 
oe 0) mel g-t—s— 
easier, faster 




















Most powerful 
pruners made! 


WwISsS 


HY-POWER PRUNING SHEARS 


Wiss Hy-Power pruning shears are the 
only shears of their kind that are hot- 
formed (not cold pressed) from rugged 
molybdenum tool steel. 

Hand honed blades cut the thinnest 
bark or toughest limb with greater ease, 
no distortion. Equipped with replace- 
able anvil; one-hand closing latch. 

Ask for Wiss Hy-Power pruners at 
your hardware, garden supply, or de- 
partment store. Two sizes: #908, 8” 
long, $3.25. #907, 7” long, $2.95. 


FILL EVERY NEED WITH WISS: 


Wiss Hedge Shears — 
American Cutler Pattern. 
Extremely rugged for 
toughest cuts with amaz- 
ing ease. Bottom blade 
serrated to prevent slip- 
ping; notched to cut 
heavy twigs. #8-A, $4.50. 


Wiss Cut and Hold 
Flower Shears. Cut 
and hold with one 
hand, one motion. 
Prevent scratching 
from thorns. #FH 4, 
$2.50. 


Slightly higher Denver and West 









Wiss #700 Grass 
Shears. Sturdy, fast- 
cutting. Hand guard, 
easily operated closing 
latch. $2.25. 


Wiss Long Handle Grass 
Shears. Eliminate stoop- 
ing, roll on wheels. New 
narrow blades, un- 
matched keenness. Cut 
toughest grass. #900, 
$4.75 


wiss 


ALWAYS A CUT ABOVE COMPETITION 
5. Wiss & Sons Co., Newark 7, N. 5. 
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Hand Tools, continued 


Industries, Inc., 111 Jackson Blvd., 
Chicago 4, Ill. 

Disston—Pruning saws, both hand 
and pole for trees. Henry Disston & 
Sons, Inc., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Don’s Dandy Digger—Long-han- 
dled bulb planter with foot rest. Re- 
tails for $3.49. McHutchison & Co., 
695 Grand Ave., Ridgefield, N. J. 

Douglas — Four-piece hand tool 
set. Douglas Prod. Co., Wyandotte, 
Mich. 

E-Z Dig—Bulb planter. Progress 
Products, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Fuller—Lawn broom rake. Fuller 
Mfg. Co., Newhall, Iowa. 

Gardevator—Hand rolling aerator; 
$4.95. Anson Tool & Mfg. Co., Inc., 
2542 Lincoln Ave., Chicago 14, Iil. 

Gardex—Complete line of garden 
tools, long and short handles. Gar- 
dex, Inc., 500 N. Carroll Ave., Mich- 
igan City, Ind. 

Geyer—Complete line of hand 
tools, including wheel cultivator. 
Geyer Mfg. Co., Rock Falls, Iil. 

Green Thumb—Complete line of 
hand garden tools. Also “Razor- 
Back” shovels and spades. Forged 





Union Fork and Hoe 


steel heads, quality guarantee in 
writing on every tool. The Union 
Fork and Hoe Co., 500 Dublin Ave., 
Columbus 15, Ohio. 

Gumfinger—Lawn rake with rub- 
ber teeth. $2.69 to $2.85. Kay Prod- 
ucts Industry, 1389 Sloane Ave., 
Lakewood 7, Ohio. 

J. T. Henry — Line of pruning 
shears and garden trowel. Pruning 
shears, five models, from $1.19 to 
$4.25; grass shears, three models, 
$1.79 to $2.49; lopping shears, two 
models, $2.75 to $4.95; hedge shear, 
$2.95. J. T. Henry Mfg. Co., Inc., 
3417 Whitney Ave., Hamden, Conn. 

Hole-In-One—Bulb planter. 
Thomas J. Magee, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Kalphaus “Granate” — Imported 
pruning equipment. J-M Trading 
Corp., 111 W. Jackson Blvd., Chi- 
cago 4, Iil. 

Kees—Hand trowels and culti- 
vator. F. D. Kees Mfg. Co., P. O. 
Box 604, Beatrice, Neb. 


Klein-Logan —- Garden mattock. 
Klein-Logan Co., Pittsburgh 3, Pa. 

Leonard — Assortment of garden 
tools and pruners. A. M. Leonard 
& Son, Piqua, Ohio. 

Magic Weeders—Cultivators, long 
and short handles. F, H. Richard 
Mfg. Co., 400-412 South First St., 
Bangor, Pa. 

Midwest—Pruning shears. Mid- 
west Tool & Cutlery Co., Inc., Stur- 
gis, Mich. 

No-Blist’r Trowel—Trowel only; 
aluminum alloy; rubberized grip. 
$1.35. Ray Sanders Co., 133 N. 
Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Cal. 

Perfect Weeder—A weed digger. 
Hardened steel; rounded tip makes 
digging easier. $1.00. J-M Indus- 
tries, 23 Adams  Ave., Norristown, 
Pa. 

Planet Jr.—Single- and double- 
wheeled hand hoes. S. L. Allen & 
Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 

H. K. Porter—A complete line of 
pruning shears and pruning equip- 
ment. Approximately 35 types or 
sizes. Prices range from $3.00 to 
$25.00. H. K. Porter, Inc., 74 Foley 
St., Somerville, Mass. 

Rakaid—Attachment for cleaning 





Rakaid rake cleaner 


rake. Bonine and Co., 1408 Rollins 
Rd., Toledo 12, Ohio. 

Rapidigger — Multi-purpose mat- 
tock for hoeing and digging. $3.00. 
Mann Edge Tool Co., Lewistown 11, 
Pa. 

Ro-Ho Gardener—Rolling wheel 
mulcher. Rowe Mfg. Co., Galesburg, 
Ill. 

Sargent—Pruning shears. Sargent 
& Co., 45 Water St., New Haven, 
Conn. 

Sod-Saver Aerator—Hand plunger 
aerator. Bond Mfg. Co., 335 Fifth 
St., San Francisco, Cal. 

Snap Cut—Complete line of prun- 
ing equipment. The original blade 





Snap Cut pruning shears 
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Hand Tools, continued 


and anvil type of pruning shear. 
Pruning shears, four models, $2.19 
to $4.25; lopping shears, various 
sizes, $3.95 to $7.00. Also grass 
shears and hedge shears. Seymour 
Smith & Son, Inc., Main Street, Oak- 
ville, Conn. 

True Temper—A complete line of 
hand tools for all gardening, includ- 
ing rakes, hoes, shovels, spades, etc., 
“Garden Club” and “Briar Edge” 
groups. True Temper Corp., 1623 
Euclid Ave., Cleveland 15, Ohio. 

Village Blacksmith—Complete line 
of garden tools. The Village Black- 
smith Co., Watertown, Wis. 

Walkie Aerator—Aerators that are 
strapped to shoes. $6.95 pr. Walkie 
Aerator Co., Inc., 2063 E. 18th 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Wiss—Pruning hedge, grass shears. 
J. Wiss & Sons Co., 11-45 Littleton 
Ave., Newark 7, N. J. 


Tractors and Tillers 


INCE THE END of World War II, 
~ the small garden tractor and 

tiller have come into their own 
as gardening necessities rather than 
novelties. Fifteen years ago it was 
relatively simple to find people will- 
ing to do garden chores inexpensively 
on a part-time basis. Today it is 
almost impossible, and if you do find 
someone the cost is beyond means; 
hence, the increase in use of garden 
tractors along with the “do-it-your- 
self” trend. 

Once the machines were put into 
operation it was found that they were 
capable of doing a great deal of work 
—it has been estimated by some that 
a tractor will do the work of six 
people with spades or hoes. 

There are two basic types of gar- 
den tractors. One pulls the attach- 
ments or equipment through the soil 
—the “pulling” tractor. The other 
is the “tiller”? which has revolving 
teeth or tines to chop into the soil 
and pulverize it. Both tractors do 
an excellent job. There are, however, 
certain characteristics about each 
which may help you decide the best 
one for your specific needs. 

Pulling tractors are small versions 
of large farm machinery. They have 
either one, two, three or four wheels. 
The three- and four-wheelers are rid- 
ing tractors; although the one- and 
two-wheel machines are called waik- 
ing tractors, riding sulkies are avail- 
able as attachments. This type of 
tractor—with the appropriate attach- 
ments—will do, ona smaller scale, 
almost everything the large farm ma- 
chine will do. Among the attach- 
ments available for these machines 
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ROTO-HOE 


ST ANSY i 
SMOOTH-HANDLING, 





Makes Gardening FUN! 


ROTO-HOE doesn’t jump 
around, doesn’t have to be jig- 
gled, joggled, jounced and 
bounced along. It runs smooth 
and easy, pulls itself along with 
minimum guiding assistance 
from you. 
You'll get all the pleasures of 
growing your own fresh vege- 
tables and beautiful flowers— 
without the backaches and 
weeding problems. The famous 
ROTO-HOE will do a better 
job for you—tilling, cultivating 
tween the rows in a fraction 
of usual time. You'll have a better garden—and more time to relax as 


well. Complete 2 h.p. ROTO-HOE only $129.50. 


Don’t Buy Single-Purpose 


Power Garden Equipment 
YOUR DOLLARS BUY MORE IN A ROTO-HOE 


You don’t have to purchase two, three, or more separate power tools to do your 
lawn and garden work. ROTO-HOE Integral Design means that the one basic power 
unit operates many low-cost attachments. Your total investment is far less—yet the 
quality and efficiency of the tools is of the highest caliber. All interchange so quickly, 
all are “customer-proven” in years of use. 


waa Why Push? 
— o - 


22” SELF-PROPELLED ROTARY MOWER 
(see right) 

ROTO-ZEPHYR SPRAYER 

SAFE-SPEED EDGER 

ROTO-BUZZ SAW 

SNOW DENSA-THROWER 


LAWN AGRADOR LAWN MOWING IS A PLEASURE 








LEAF MULCHER . 
WITH THE 22” Self-Propelling Twin 
eh yg ROTO-CUTTER, with quick changing at- 
See Your ROTO-HOE tachment which uses the ROTO-HOE power 


5 unit, changes so quickly! Full 22” cut 

Dealer today; or write for means fewer trips, new alloy Steel blade 
FREE C olor Folder stays sharp 3 to 4 times longer. Attachment 
only $4450; or you can buy ROTO- 


CUTTER complete. 


using coupon here r | 
ROTO-HOE & S Co | ROTO-HOE & SPRAYER CO. Fa357 | 
prayer ° | Dept. FG-2, Newbury, Ohio " 

America’s Leader in | 
Lawn & Garden Equipment Please send me your beautiful new four-color circular | 
Dept. FG-1 NEWBURY, OHIO ] FREE, AND the name and address of nearby dealer where | 


I may see the complete ROTO-HOE line. 











Never before a tiller like 





MULTIMATIC 


With 2-Direction Operation 
Using Insta-Hitch Attachments 


You’ve never seen—or operated—» 
an easier handling rotary tiller 
than the new Ariens MULTI- 
MATIC. Tills 16 inches wide. Has 
ball and cam differential for posi- 
tive traction, effortless steering and 
instant turnaround. Handle swings 
horizontally 180° for use with 
front or rear-mounted Insta-Hitch 
attachments. Controls always at 
fingertips. See it... try it... and 
you'll buy Ariens MULTIMATIC! 


See your dealer or write: 


ARIENS COMPANY 
137 Calumet $t., Brillion, Wis. 
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Tractors and Tillers, continued 


are: plow, cultivators (many different 
kinds), mowers (sickle bar, reel and 
rotary), dozer blades, sulky carts, 
spreaders, rollers, seeders, harrows 
and many others. Naturally, the 
more powerful the machine, the 
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Plowing is one of the many jobs 
that can be accomplished with 
one of the larger pulling tractors. 


more work it is capable of doing. 

Tillers were developed for working 
small areas of ground—nurseries, 
vegetable plots and gardens. These 
are truly gardeners’ machines. Tillers 
are available in many sizes. The size, 
in a sense, governs the capacity of 
work. 

Most of the smaller tillers are 
front-mounted. This means that the 
tilling tines are in front of the ma- 
chine. A good number of these also 
use this rotating mechanism to propel 
the machine. The larger tillers are 
rear mounted—the tilling tines are 
behind the engine. These are all pro- 
pelled by the wheels. 

The tilling tines are used for both 
soil preparation and _ cultivation. 
When the operator desires to pre- 


SIMPLICITY 





Harrowing with a disc harrow 
prepares the plowed land for 
planting or sowing seed. 


pare the soil, he either sets the tines 
to go deeper or he slows the progress 
of the machine to make the tiller dig. 

There are attachments available 


for tillers, too. The most popular is * 


the rotary mower. In fact, many 
small tillers are sold in combination 
with a rotary mower. When these 
are used, the tilling arrangement is 
removed. Another operating attach- 





ment for some tillers is the snow 
blower or thrower. This is a minia- 
ture of the giant machines used to 
clear highways—the machine chews 
into the snow and throws it up 
through a chute to one side or an- 
other. 

The Power unit is one of the latest 
innovations in garden power equip- 
ment. This machine—a single en- 
gine—is used on various garden im- 
plements. It is somewhat different 
from other attachments in that you 
place the engine (which in a sense is 
the attachment) on a complete imple- 
ment such as the tiller, rotary or 
reel mower, snow blower, edger, etc. 
The advantage cited for these ma- 
chines is that you have the conveni- 
ence of a multi-purpose tractor with 
the operation ease of a  single- 
purpose unit. 

The real talking point for garden 
tractors is the fact that you have one 
machine capable of many jobs with 
attachments. The number and qual- 
ity of attachments for a machine, 
therefore, are important. Just as im- 





Cultivating long rows of vege- 
tables can be done in a frac- 
tion of the time with a tractor. 


portant is the ease—or difficulty— 
with which attachments are changed. 
Many times this single factor bears 
much weight on the real value of the 
machine. This is a point which 
should be checked before purchasing 
a machine. 

Another point to check is the 
actual operation of the attachment. 
Some work well regardless of the size 
of the tractor; others may at times 
demand a little more power than 
the tractor can provide. Often you 
must learn the proper technique for 
using them. For example, the dozer 
blade, when attached to the larger 
tractors, will push a good-sized load 
of soil or snow. But don’t expect the 
same results with a small machine 
that was made to do light cultivating. 
With a small tractor you must take 
smaller loads of both soil and snow 
(remember, wet snow can be mighty 


‘heavy), loads that the engine can 


push. 
Listed below are some of the trac- 
tors and tillers available: 
Ariens — Five rotary tillers. 
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More POWER for Mowing... 


New Steering Sulky, Rotary Mower at- 
tachment and the powerful Gravely give you 
the perfect combination for the most efficient 

mowing ever. From the toughest weed mow- 
ing to lawn chores, Gravely POWER makes 
the difference — does it better, faster, easier! 


NOW ...30 Attachments! 


New versatility! ... 30 performance- 
proved attachments to choose from. Do every 
lawn and garden job with new ease and 
speed. 

Let us show you the many advantages of 
the Gravely . . . all-gear drive, power re- 
verse, optional electric starter, extra power. 
Nation-wide Sales and Service. 


EASY PAYMENT PLAN 


GRAVELY TRAC TORS, INC. 
316 «= DUNBAR, W. VA 


FIELD-TESTED 












GARDEN TILLERS at LOWEST COST 


tate BABY EASY Sccemible Mobel SK only $59.00 


See ee ETSY te apsate O° end 18" models with 
Easy by mail — immediate delivery. 
Also tractors, 2-wheel 


riding power mowers. PREZ CATALOG. 


BUY DIRECT FROM 
ED-E TRACTOR CO. 
RICHFIELD 8, WISC. 
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Electro-Hoe 


FITS YOUR %" DRILL 


ONLY $16*= 


Takes work out of garden- 
ing—leaves just the fun! Self- 
propelled Electro-Hoe digs, 
weeds, cultivates in fraction 
of time and effort. Mixes in 
peat moss, soil conditioners, 
etc. Makes furrows for bulbs, 
seeds. Easily attaches to an 
— Y- inch electric drill. 
ew low price! 


Ask your hardware, avto 
supply or gardening shop. 
Or order direct, giving 
deoler's name and address. 


W.R. BROWN CORP. 
2681 N. Normandy Ave. 
Chicago 35, Ill. 
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Tractors, continued 


“Ariens Jr.”—2 horsepower, tiller 
propelled; $139.50. “Yardster”— 


wheel-propelled tiller with attach- 


ments; $179. “Economatic”—rotary 
tiller, rear-mounted, 3.6 horsepower 
engine; $370. “Multimatic”—tractor- 
tiller, handles reversible for use in 
either direction; mower attachment; 
$340. “Trans-A-Matic”—two models, 
20- and 28-in. tillers; 8.1 and 14.6 
horsepower; prices range from $875 
to $1097. Ariens Co., 109 Calumet 
St., Brillion, Wis. 

Bantam—Three models, small rid- 
ing tractors. Bantam Mfg. Corp., 
3448 South Shelly, Indianapolis 27, 
Ind. 

Beaver—Four-wheel riding tractor; 
four basic models—two with tiller 
steering, two with optional wheel 
steering. 6.8 horsepower engine; 22 
“matched” implements and acces- 
sories. Baird Machine Co., Stratford, 
Conn. 

Bolens—Full range of garden trac- 
tors. “Power-Pak” is a combination 
unit mower and tiller using the same 
engine. “Junior Mustang”—low-cost 
tiller with 2.25 horsepower engine; 
has optional wheels. Models also in- 
clude large two-wheel tractor 6.6 
horsepower and four-wheel riding. 
Bolens Products Division, Food Ma- 
chinery and Chemical Corp., Port 
Washington, Wis. 

Bready—Four-wheel riding trac- 
tors, priced from $299.50 to $329.50. 
Bready Tractor & Implement Co., 
Solon, Ohio. 

Chipmunk — Three-wheel riding 
tractor designed for mowing. Strunk 
Equipment Co., Coatesville, Pa. 

Choremaster—Tractors and tillers 
in various models and sizes. Included 
are two mower-tiller combinations. 
Weber Engineered Prod., Inc., 858 
Evans St., Cincinnati 4, Ohio. 

Economy—Two models. “Jim 
Dandy”—7 horsepower, three-speed 
forward and reverse; turning brakes; 
four wheels, riding tractor. $525. 
“Special”—has 9 horsepower engine 
larger model. $629.50. Engineering 
Prod. Co., 915 Niagara St., Wau- 
kesha, Wis. 

Electro-Hoe — Tilling attachment 
for electric drill; $16.95. W. R. 
Brown Corp., 2701 N. Normandy 
Ave., Chicago 35, Ill. 

Gilson — Three rotary tillers. 
“Super” has 234 horsepower engine; 
tines can be extended to till 32 inches 
wide. “Cadet” is a 2 horsepower ma- 
chine, can be adjusted to cut 22 in. 
wide. “Renter” isea larger machine 
with 3% horsepower engine. Gilson 
Bros. Co., Fredonia, Wis. 

Gravely — Utility tractor with 30 
attachments (many of them power 
driven) to handle lawn, garden, field 









k-------12 to 36 inches-------} 





SEND POSTCARD FOR CATALOG 


BOLENS PRODUCTS 
Food Machinery & Chemical Corp. 
Port Washington 3, Wisconsin 















Power and traction to handle toughest jobs... .steer- 
ing and control so easy a boy or girl can handle it. 

rvice- » engineered design. Quality - 
cision construction. Low, low maintenance. Full 
6. 8 h.p. Wisconsin heavy-duty engine. 22 matched 
farm-quality, heavy-duty implements and acces- 
sories for four-season utility. 





Sold and serviced nationwide. ature 
and name of dealer, a ton 


NEW 30” ROTARY MOWER—Front Mounted. 
THE BAIRD MACHINE CO. 


Builders of High Production Machinery Since 1849 
STRATFORD © CONNECTICUT 


SBTS6AR 









WHEEL-HORSE 


The Fun-Work Yard Tractor 





22 Tools for all Yard and Garden Work 
This amazing little tractor (only 27/2" 
high) turns yard work into carefree 
FUN .. . Save your back and do all 


yard jobs in time—every season. 
Let Wheel-Horse “‘Ride-Away” do the 
work while you just sit and steer! 3- 
gang mower cuts 5 ft. swath! 30” 
lawnsweeper with self-dumping 
hamper whisks lawn clean. In winter, 
snow plow clears driveways of heavy 
snow in a jiffy. Haul compost—Plow . 
Cultivate—Use any of 22 attachments 
for all lawn and garden jobs. This 
versatile fun-work tractor has 5 for- 
ward s) —and a reverse! Powered 
by husky 32 hp. (or 22 hp.) engine 
on heavy channel steel chassis. 


Send card for details and name of dealer 


WHEEL-HORSE PRODUCTS 


2645-E Dixieway North, South Bend, Ind. 








and Garde 
investigate Eshelman Riding 
Rotary Mowers, Tillers, - 
tors. Advertised 
HOUSEKEEPIN G. 
Thousands of Satisfied 
J 5 te for Free 
Literature. 
ESHELMAN, Dept. 71, 
Baltimore 2, Md. 









Plow, cuitivate, mow, rake, har- 
row, till, plant, bulldoze, plow 
snow, spray, saw, maintain 
beautiful lawns, 8.4 hp. All- 
gear drive. B-W 45 

clutch, diff. 770 Ibs. L 


cost. Ready to run, Quick- 
change implements. 100% 
satisfaction guaranteed. 


Write for FREE CATALOG COUNT RY ) 


SQUIRE TRACTOR 
P. ©. Box 107 D-3 
Muskego, W 


» SQUIRE 

























All-purpose garden, farm tool. 
Does all tilling, tractor jobs. 
Models and horsepower priced 
for every pocketbook.Complete 
range of tools, attach- , 
ments—40 in 
all! Includes 
rotary and 
sickle mowers, 
sprayer, snow : 
pow bulldozer, 
urden carrier, 

all tractor tools. 
See it in action! 
Beais bulkier, 
single-purpose 
machines.Insist 
on the original. 





In Canada, too. 

Get Free Folder! 
; MERRY TILLER, 813 Skinner Building 7 
H P. O. Box 1835, Seattle 11, Washington |; 
: NOMO. cc ecccsccccccccecescecccesvecscceecces 
: Reba, sini cincdbad bar stbdeecekbidavesewis 
§ City cccccccecccccncccccccscece Dab. cvcsevess 
: DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Tractors and Tillers, continued 





Gravely tractor 


and farm jobs on areas up to 10 
acres. Average retail price $339. 
Gravely Tractors, Inc., Dunbar, W. 
Va. 

Hahn Pow-R-Boy—A multi-pur- 
pose power unit. Hahn, Inc., 1825 
West Franklin St., Evansville, Ind. 

Hoffco—Portable power tool with 
attachments for trimming, mowing, 
tilling and a chain saw. Hoffco, Inc., 
411 North 8th St., Richmond, Ind. 

Howard Rotavator—Six models of 
rotary tillers. Howard Rotavator 
Co., Inc., 1600 East Davis St., Arl- 
ington Heights, Ill. 

International Cub Lo-Boy—Four 
wheel riding tractor, 10 horsepower. 
Has Fast-Hitch for easy attachment 
of implements. Mowing. plus all 
farm attachments. International Har- 
vester Co., 180 North Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 1, Ill. 

Jari Master—Rotary tiller. Ad- 
justable width to 26 in. Crank depth 


Re ae. 
_* 





a Reh, 


Jari sickle mower 


gauge depth control. Self-propelled. 
Retail price $285. Jari Products, 
Inc., 2938 Pillsbury Ave., Minne- 
apolis 8, Minn. 

Merry Tiller-Tractor—Two mod- 
els, choice of four styles of rotors 
for different soil conditions. Wheels 
can be used in place of rotors to 
make pulling tractor. Retails for 
$144.50 to $198.50. Merry Mfg. 
Co., P. O. Box 698, Edmonds, Wash. 

Midland—Eight rotary tiller mod- 
els available. Sizes range from 2% 
horsepower to 6.8 horsepower, in- 
cluding riding models. All tillers 
have slicing, noa-winding tines. The 
Midland Co., South Milwaukee, Wis. 

Moe-Hoe—Garden tiller. Moe- 
Hoe Division, Iron Fireman Mfg. 
Co., 2705 S. E. Milwaukee Ave., 
Portland, Ore. 


Moore—Several models of tractors 
and tillers including a power unit. 
Tom Moore Tractor, Inc., E. High 
St., Mantau, Ohio. 

National—Two four-wheel riding 
models: “Kadet” with 3 or 4 horse- 
power, $295, “Farm King,” 9 horse- 
power, $675. 12 attachments avail- 
able for each. Two-wheel model 
“Trojan” in sizes from 2 to 6 horse- 
power, $189 up. National Farm 
Equipment Co., Inc., 142 Green St., 
N. Y. 12, N. Y. 

Panzar—Four-wheel riding trac- 
tor; two models. 9 horsepower; 56- 
in. turning radius. 75 to 100 less 





Panzer riding tractor 


parts than other tractors. Easy to 
operate; independent rear brakes; 
automotive type steering. Full line 
of attachments. $500 to $600. Copar, 
Inc., 21 Avondale St., Laurel, Md. 

Planet Jr.—Several models of gar- 
den tractors. New models include 
“B8G” a 2% horsepower pulling 
tractor and “Super Planetiller” a 
tiller. Other tractors of larger size. 
S. L. Allen & Co., Inc., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Power King—Riding tractors, four 
wheels. Powerking Tractor Co., 9246 
West Appleton Ave., Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Poynter — Small riding tractor. 
Poynter Sales & Service, 520 West 
South St., Lebanon, Ind. 

Ride-Away — Four-wheel riding 
tractors; standard and_ smaller 
“Junior” models. More than 20 at- 
tachments available including mow- 
ers and planters. Optional electric 
starting. Wheel-Horse Products, 2643 
Dixieway North, South Bend 17, Ind. 

Roto-Hoe — Standard model has 
front-mounted tiller, propelled by 
tines. Smaller “Hummin’ Bird” has 
tines revolving on disc horizontally. 
“Model 300” is largest machine. At- 
tachments for mowing, spraying and 
snow blowing available. Roto-Hoe 
and Sprayer Co., Newbury, Ohio. 

Rototiller—Full assortment of ro- 
tary tillers from “Mow-Tiller” a 
small unit with mowing attachment 
up to larger, riding model. Roto- 
tiller, Inc., Troy, N. Y. 

Shaw—Two-wheel tractors with 
complete line of attachments. Shaw 
Mfg. Co., Galesburg, Kan. 

Simplicity—Line of garden trac- 
tors, tilling and pulling. Simplicity 
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Tractors, continued 


Mfg. Co., Port. Washington, Wis. 
Springfield—Rotary tiller, 3 horse- 
power engine; attachments available. 
Quick Mfg., Inc., Springfield, Ohio. 
Tiger—Several models of medium- 
large riding tractors—four wheels. 
Tiger Tractor Corp., Keyser, W. Va. 
Toro Power Handle—A power 
unit with 2.75 horsepower engine; 
ten operating attachments for handle. 
Toro Mfg. Corp., Minneapolis 6, 
Minn. 
Univator—Small tiller. Univator, 
Inc., 805 Gilman St., Berkely, Cal. 
Yard Marvel—Power unit for till- 
ing, mowing, snow blowing. Yard 
Marvel Mfg. Co., Inc., 5509 N. 
Market St., Spokane 28, Wash. 


Soil Test Kits 


VEN THE BEGINNER knows that 
E; without proper soil plants will 

not do their best. It is impos- 
sible to tell whether garden soil is 
good or poor by looking at it—it 
must be tested to determine the nu- 
trient content. 

Gardeners can do this themselves 
by using a soil test kit. In addition to 
telling the pH (acidity or alkalinity) 
of the soil, tests can also be made to 
determine the nitrogen, phosphorous 
and potassium content as well. These 
tests give a very good indication of 
the nature of the soil. 

Soil tests, whether made by the gar- 
dener with a kit or by a professional 
soil analyst, are only as good as the 
samples taken from the garden. A 
soil sample should be a composite of 
the soil throughout your garden— 
take several and then mix them all 
together and make your tests from 
the one composite mixture. Then 
you are testing your “garden” soil. 

Follow directions carefully when 
making tests and be sure that 
your equipment—test tubes, beakers, 
dishes, corks, etc.—is thoroughly 
clean. Contamination may cause 
your tests to be completely mislead- 
ing. 

More important than the actual 
mechanics of making the tests are 
the analysis and use of the informa- 
tion you gather. Look to the infor- 
mation more as a guide than as 
gospel. The nutrient content of out- 
door garden soil changes from day 
to day—sometimes drastically. This 
is caused by changes in temperature 
and moisture (rain). If a test shows 
a nutrient to be deficient—even com- 
pletely missing—don’t run out and 
throw shovelfuls of plant food on 
everything, especially if the plants 
seem to be growing normally. Make 





It’s fun to groom your 
country acres 1957 style 


Your well-kept grounds will be the envy of the neighborhood 
as you ride your lawn-care chores away, on the seat of a new 
International Cub* Lo-Boy’ tractor! Drives as easily as a car 
—even young folks enjoy mowing with a Cub Lo-Boy and 3-gang 
reel, rotary (above), cutter-bar, or hammer-knife mower! 





Keep your priceless trees and shrubbery healthy with spray pump driven 
from the Cub Lo-Boy power take-off . . . keep lawns velvety green with spray boom 
for weed killers and liquid fertilizer. 


Free demonstration! See how a full line of equip- 
ment for the International Cub Lo-Boy gives you 
all-year utility to mow, remove snow, haul, mulch 
leaves, plow, harrow—with utmost dependability 
assured by IH quality. Look in the classified direc- 
tory under Tractors . . . phone the nearest IH Dealer 
for a date. For free Cub Lo-Boy catalog, write 
International Harvester Company, Dept. FG-4,) 
P. O. Box 7333, Chicago 80, Ii. 


International 
Cub Lo-Boy Tractor 
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Unique design 
creates suction 
that pulls grass 
straight up for 
clean cutting, 
then whirls the 
cuttings around 
to chop them 
into a fine mulch. 
Vac-U-Lift, orig- 
inated for RUGG 
Rotary Mowers, 
for your “best on 
the street” Rugg- 
neat lawn. 








Soil Test Kits, continued 


more tests, several days apart, for a 
week or so. The average will be a 
much better indication. 

Among the soil test kits available 
are the following: 

Earp-Thomas—tTest for soil acid- 
ity. Earp Laboratories, Hampton, 
N. J. 

LaMotte—Testing kits for both 
pH and nutrients. LaMotte Chemi- 
cal Prod. Co., Towson, Baltimore 4, 
Md. 

Sudbury—Many sizes of kits 
made, from small (for home use) to 
“Club” size. Tests for acidity and 
all nutrients. Sudbury Laboratory, S. 
Sudbury, Mass. 


Compost Grinders 


RINDING OR SHREDDING is an 
i important part of making 

compost from garden wastes. 
Before composting, raw materials can 
be ground or shredded to hasten the 
slow process of decomposition. After 
composting, of course, shredding 
makes the material much easier to 
mix into your soil. 

In addition to shredding compost, 
a grinder is also used for preparing 
and mixing soil for house plants and 
greenhouse beds. 

Here are some of the shredders 
and grinders available: 

Kemp—“Soil and Compost Shred- 
ders” in seven models; prices start at 
$99.50. “All-Purpose” shredders 
come in four models from $97.50 up. 
Kemp Mfg. Co., 1027 East 20th 
Street, Erie, Pa. 

“New Era”—Horticultural shred- 
der. Several models available start- 
ing at $149.50; gas or electric. Tor- 
mey’s, Temple City, Cal. 

W-W Grinder—Many models and 
sizes made. Small portable for gar- 
den use starts at $128.50—larger 
models up to $752.40. W-W Grinder 
Corp., Wichita, Kan.® 








Eagcy Does It! 


when you ride a 


RIDE-a-matic TRACTOR 
with AUTOMOTIVE STEERING 


VERSA-MATIC VARIABLE 
SPEED DRIVE 


TIME-SAVING ATTACH- 
MENT HITCHES 


ADJUSTABLE COMFORT- 
SPRING SEAT 


ALL-AROUND, YEAR- 
AROUND UTILITY 



















Plow, disc, seed and cultivate .. . mow 
lawns, cut weeds, grade land and plow 
snow ... you'll ride through these jobs 
and many more—with a Bolens RIDE-a- 
matic, America’s finest small riding tractor. 
Two powerful models (don't miss the brilli- 
ant new 6.6 hp “Super’) take 16 basic at- 
tachments. Easy time payments. 


‘SEND POSTCARD FOR CATALOG 


BOLENS PRODUCTS DIVISION 
Food Machinery & Chemical Corp. 
Port Washington 3, Wisconsin 


jel es SOIL TEST 





ONLY A PENNY PER TEST 
Now anyone can test any soil—anywhere 
—anytime. Good Earth tester shows how 
to use lime—save fertilizer—correct acid 
or sweet soil. Charts list scientific treat- 
ment for 700 different plants. For gar- 

dens, farms, or single potted plants. 














10 TIMES FASTER 
THAN RAKE AND HOE! 






Grow better crops, 
have more fun, 
save gardening 
work! 40 rotating 
hoe points, scuffle 
knife, and 5 culti- 
vator teeth kill 
weeds, mulch soil, 
make extra-fine 
seed beds. “Every 
tooth in every 


DENER works as 
you walk. 
Write for FREE Folder 


ROWE MFG. CO. 


1251 Adams St., Galesburg, lil. 
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Grow a packet 
. of double 


petunia seeds 
by FRANCES DRAKE 


from seeds. Sometimes I am dis- 
appointed but I am_ usually 
more than rewarded for the effort. 
Last spring I tried a packet of all- 
double petunia seeds in mixed colors. 

For starting the tiny, almost dust- 
like seeds, I used a small can with 
holes in the bottom. I filled it with 
finely ground peat. (Editor’s note: See 
“Starting Seeds Indoors,” page 8, 
Feb. 1957 FLower Grower.) I set 
the can in a pan of water until the 
surface of the peat was thoroughly 
wet, then sprinkled the seeds on the 
surface. I did not cover the seeds, but 
covered the can with a piece of cello- 
phane which I secured with a rubber 
band. I kept the container out of di- 
rect sunlight and I didn’t have to water 
it until after the little plants were up. 
It took ten days for the seeds to germi- 
nate, and I believe that I had about 
100 per cent germination. 

I transplanted the seedlings into flats 
in three weeks. They had developed 
strong roots in the soft peat and did 
not suffer from transplanting. 

About the middle of May (the earli- 
est the plants could safely be set out 
here in Minnesota), I filled my window 
boxes with the young petunias and put 
the rest in my garden. By the first of 
July, I realized that I should have be- 
lieved the description in the catalog 
that stated that these petunias would 
spread to 3 feet. I had never seen any 
except the single, rather leggy ones, so 
I was overjoyed with my all-doubles 
even though I did have to reset them in 
my garden, where they continued to 
bloom. 

Double petunias will continue to 
bloom all summer if the faded flowers 
are picked off. The mixed petunia 
seeds will furnish a gorgeous array of 
colors. 

Before a frost the plants may be cut 
back, potted and carried over the 
winter, or one may root cuttings in 
moist sand. The plants will probably 
not do any blooming during the winter 
under ordinary house conditions but 
they will be ready to set out in the 
spring and will come into bloom earlier 
than young seedlings. Carrying over 
choice plants will also assure one of 
continuing that certain color without 
growing large numbers of seedlings.® 


E VERY YEAR I try something new 
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T CAN BE assumed 

that almost any mower 
will cut grass. But folks 
who buy an Eclipse ex- 
pect more than this mini- 
mum performance. They 
expect -— and get — low 
cost, trouble-free mowing 
year after year. That’s 
why Eclipse is recognized 
as the standard of com- 





Easy Terms ! Low as 
$§30 aot 


(Based on average 
dealer finance plan 
— 10% down.) 


Lowest “per year” cost 


It may cost jist a few 
dollars more when you 
first buy an Eclipse. But 
user reports prove con- 
clusively that the total cost 
of owning an Eclipse is 
less than for ordinary 
mowers. Eclipse mowers 
are built to last years 








parison . . . the brand 

most mower users plan to buy “the 
next time” for sure. User experience 
quickly points up the need for the kind 
of built-in quality only Eclipse offers. 


The Eclipse extras 


Feature for feature and dollar for 
dollar, you get more value from Eclipse. 
This is a direct result of the factory 
policy of building up to performance 
standards instead of paring quality 
down to meet a price. It stands to reason 
that skilled craftsmen — specializing in 
quality mowers —can provide a master 
touch not possible in factories where 
mowers are only a “sideline” product. 





Most people prefer the rope or recoil 
starter. But for those who prefer (or 
for health reasons require) completely 
effortless starting, an electric starter 
is available on many models. A gentle 
touch of the plug starts the engine: 
no work, no strain ! 


longer and it’s not at all 
uncommon for families to use an Eclipse 
for 15, 20 or even 30 years with very 
little maintenance expense. The rugged 
construction, the craftsmanship that is 
acquired only by half a century of 
specialized manufacture pays off for 
the user. 

A typical letter reported a total 
expense of 87¢ for maintenance of an 
Eclipse power mower over a period of 
5 years. When you consider ALL your 
costs, you see why we say, “Eclipse 
costs you less to own per year.” 


Free check list to help you 
choose your power mower 
Many families have been confused by 
mower claims and are not certain as 
to what type of mower they should 
buy. Some people insist that a rotary 
mower is best, while others just as 
emphatically say the reel type can’t 
be beat. Eclipse makes both kinds — 
has no special “ax to grind.” A check 
list of 8 easily an- 
swered questions 
will indicate the 
type of mower that’s 
best for you. Write 
for your free copy 
of the folder, “How 
to select your 
power mower.” The 
Eclipse Lawn 
Mower Co., Div. of 
Buffalo-Eclipse 
Corporation, 3705-A Railroad St., 

Prophetstown, Ill, 








POWER MOWERS 


PERFORMANCE-PROVED ON 
AMERICA’S FINEST LAWNS 


(SELF-PROPELLED) 

The new self-propelled “‘Cyclo- 
Mo” Rotary Mower with special 
power take-off fo rear wheel 
drive, handles hills and terraces 
with ease. A flick of the wrist 
provides power to the wheels or 
free-wheeling for “in and out"’ 
operation. Offset wheel arrange- 

ment allows trimming with- 

out scalping. Recoil starter 

and throttle control standard 


18”- 20” CUT 
(TRIMMER TYPE) 


The superior cutting ability 
of the ‘“‘Cyclo-Mo”’ trimmer type 
Rotary Mower is due to the 
rapid discharge of clippings 
through the ejection chute. The 
combined suction and cutiing 
action cf the special steel blade 
provides a smooth cut for 
finest lawns, plus the ability 
fo handle toughest weed 
growth with ease. Bas 4- 
cycle engines - rope or re- 


EDGE’N TRIM 
Now you can give your garden 


Write for attractive literature and dealer's name 


Built For Those Who Want The Best! 
COOPER MANUFACTURING 0. 


953-955 South First Ave. 
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Winter vegetable harvest 


by MARTHA COMPTON 


— BUSILY PLANNING this year’s 
vegetable garden and waiting for 
the earth to have the right tilth, we are 
enjoying the remnants of last year’s 
vegetables. 

We have tried all of the ways of 
keeping and storing vegetables—even 
to building a root cellar. The method 
that has worked out best for us is to 
leave carrots, parsnips, turnips and 
some onions in their rows and cover 
them with straw; when we want them, 
we push aside the covering and dig. 

Parsnip, that much-maligned vege- 
table, is sweet and crisp in the spring 
and bears no relation to the tired ones, 
covered with wax in plastic bags, 
found in our markets. Dug in late 
winter or early spring they have an 
earthy and unfamiliar flavor. (Years 
ago there was a superstition that pars- 
nips were not fit to eat unless they 
had been frozen in the ground!) 

Parsnips can be cooked in a variety 
of ways. They can be boiled and 
mashed with plenty of butter and 
freshly ground pepper; they can be 
sauteed to a golden brown in butter; 
steamed,. cut in narrow strips and 
chilled they are good in salads; and 
they are delicious French fried. I 
found a recipe for parsnip stew in a 
book over 100 years old, and this iden- 
tical recipe is included in a most 
sophisticated cook book published this 
year. 

Cut 4 strips of salt pork and put in 
a heavy pan. Barely cover with water 
and cook 40 minutes. Clean, but do 
not peel, 8 or 9 parsnips and cut in 
cubes. Cube about 4 or 5 peeled po- 
tatoes and add, along with parsnips, to 
salt pork. Barely cover with water. 
Place loose-fitting lid on pan and 
simmer until done. Remove lid and 
allow any water left to evaporate. 
Cook until meat and vegetables brown 
to a golden color. This, served with 
a green salad and chunks of crisp 
French bread, makes a meal worthy of 
eating after a strenuous day outdoors. 

Turnips can be left outdoors in their 
rows most winters without injury. 
Also shallots and the type of onion 
commonly called bunch onion are 
hardy. The latter begins to grow again 
in very early spring. 

From leeks we had left in the 
ground we made hot vichyssoise—a 
welcome change in mid-winter. Vichys- 
soise, a cream of potato and leek soup, 
can be eaten hot or chilled. 

Slice 4 leeks very thinly (I use some 


. 


* 


of the green) and several shallots or 
one medium onion; cook these in 2 
tablespoons of butter until golden 
color. Add 5 medium potatoes peeled 
and sliced, 1 quart of chicken broth 
(this can be made of chicken bouillon 
cubes), and salt to taste. Cook 40 
minutes. Add 2 cups of milk and 2 
cups of cream. If you are serving it 
hot do not strain, but if it is to be 
chilled run through a_ blender. 
Sprinkle each cupful with a spoonful 
of chopped chives. For variety add 
1 teaspoon caraway or dill seeds. 
Serve with a dark rye bread cut in 1 
inch squares and toasted. 

In spring we find horseradish show- 
ing green, and in a short time the 
fast-growing, narrow leaves will be 
added to our first salad of greens. 
Digging roots is easy work. After 
washing and scraping them, we grate 
them and add a pinch of salt, a tea- 


spoon of lemon juice and a cup of 
sour cream. This lends zest to any 
meat. (Replant the top, as it will grow 
again.) 

Kale, like parsnips, is better when 
eaten in spring. It has a very high 
vitamin content and can be cooked 
like spinach or any green. 

Shred a bunch of kale leaves, first 
taking out the heavy stem, and cook 
in almost no water for 6 minutes. 
If served as a hot vegetable add sour 
cream with 3 tablespoons of capers. 
For a salad, chill quickly and marinate 
in French dressing. 

Kale, chopped or cut finely, can be 
used alone or with other greens 
such as parsley, celery or spinach. It 
is particularly good in a creamed vege- 
table soup. I like to season any cream 
soup with a generous dash of mace or 
freshly ground nutmeg—sometimes a 
few leaves of basil or thyme. If the 
soup is to be the main dish, I slice a 
hard cooked egg in each soup bowl. 
(A sidelight on kale—use the leaves 
as a background in flower arrange- 
ment. They hold up well and the 
ruffied-edges add interest.) 

Even the carrot need not be thought 
of as just a soup vegetable. Freshly 
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dug, they have a remarkable sweet- 
ness and crispness. Shredded they can 
be added to salads; they can be sauteed 
in bacon drippings or butter; they can 
be gently cooked in milk; they can 
be steamed; and raw, they can be cut 
in strips or shredded for salad. Try 
this unusual way to fix carrots: 

Wash about 12 fine carrots (scrub 
with wire brush) and cut crosswise in 
thin slices. Slice thinly 2 large onions. 
Place 6 tablespoons butter in a large 
enamel pan; add onions and carrots. 
Sprinkle with one teaspoon of sugar 
and 1% teaspoon salt. Cook on low 
flame uncovered for 45 minutes, shak- 
ing pan to avoid sticking. Then 
sprinkle carrots with 1 level table- 
spoor of flour, stir gently and add 12 
cup milk, 1 can consomme, pinch of 
nutmeg and freshly groynd black 
pepper. Cook 30 minutes more until 
little juice remains. Sprinkle with 1 
tablespoon chopped parsley and serve 
at once. 

All these vegetables from your last 
year’s garden are extra dividends and 
should whet your appetite for the good 
things to come.® 


Martha Compton farms and gardens 
in Elburn, Illinois, where she has a 
large and delightful country kitchen. 
Here, she takes pride in preparing new 
and exciting dishes. 





Jesse L. Strauss 


e@ Jesse L. Strauss of Chicago died 
on December 24, 1956. He was a 
man whose counterpart is found 
largely in England—the advanced 
amateur whose skill and knowledge 
exceed that of the professional. He 
was a deep student of everything 
horticultural. 

For years Mr. Strauss served as 
chief horticulturist for the Men’s 
Garden Clubs of America, and in 
that honorary position he did much 
to further the work of the organi- 
zation. He was awarded the Club’s 
Silver Medal in 1952. 

An early worker in the cause of 
the American Horticultural Coun- 
cil, Jesse Strauss served on many 
of its committees and contributed 
generously of both time and money 
to further the work of the organi- 
zation. At the time of his death he 
was a member of both the Chicage 
and New Trier Men’s Garden 
Clubs, as well as of every single 
plant society in the country. 

Internationally known for his in- 
terest and knowledge of the dahlia, 
his winnings at the shows of the 
Central States Dahlia Society were 
so consistent that he volunteered to 
compete only in the professional 
classes. 

Jesse L. Strauss will be missed 
wherever gardeners gather. 
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SPECIAL MUM INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 


All Sure To Bloom! . . . All Different! 
5 for $1.55; 10 for $2.90; 25 for $6.75 


Send Today for Free Copy of “MUMS of MINNESOTA” 


America’s finest chrysanthemum picture book and catalog. 
Over 100 varieties, full color, plus Mum cultural facts on 
blooming dates, heights, fertilizers, etc. YOUR COPY 
FREE. Mail postcard. 


The LEHMAN 
GARDENS 


Faribault * Minnesote 
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For more gardening pleasure the year around, read 


FLOWER GROWER—America’s favorite gardening aid 
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VIRGINIA 

| peer inspiration in the famous buildings, historic shrines, and beautiful 

gardens in the colonial capital of Virginia where Thomas Jefferson, Patrick 
Henry, and other great patriots lived. Dine in its unusual taverns—King’s 
Arms and Chowning’s. Fine lodgings at modern hotels and colonial guest 
houses—golf, tennis and cycling. 

Williamsburg Inn & Cottages, Lodge & Taverns, Motor House 
(opening April Ist) Double rooms with bath from $8.00 


For information: write direct, see travel agent or Williamsburg 
Reservation Office, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, N. Y. Telephone Circle 6-6800. 


Visit America’s 
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AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


We specialize in 
African Violets 
—exclusively! 


if you want violets 
a 


you 

Serine, plants "that 

will reach you in fine growing condition without 
breakage, send US your trial order! Plants like 
this $1.00 each postpaid. 


[Special Offer 


a instructions free) 


To prove to you our plants arrive in fine 
condition, we 2 will pte postpaid and oon. 














AFRICAN VIOLET Catalog 
FREE. Tells how to grow your 
violets so they’re covered 
with bloom! Many pictured, 
all honestly described . . . for 
beginners and for collectors! 
Write TODAY! 


SPOUTZ “Viccer’ GREENHOUSES 
34300 Moravian Drive Fraser, Michigan 
“We specialize in choice varieties” 











For the March of time— 


10 years of progress in AFRICAN VIOLET VARIETIES. 
PINK-A-BOO’S, fringed edges many color types, 
borders from white to chartreuse, stars & stripes, all 
types foliage and shaped flowers. Impossible to 


describe. Seeing is believing. We invite you. 


THE SELECT VIOLET HOUSE 


Route 90 North, 2023 Belmont Avenue 
Youngstown, Ohio 





AFRICAN VIOLETS 


Best 20 var. Dutch Amaryllis; Crotons and other finest 
foliage plants; 50 var. Achimenes; Orchids; Hundreds 


of items for house or ovtside gardens. Our free cata- 


log lists them and tells you how to grow them. Why 
20 assorted Achimenes or 
10 named and labelled. Or $4.00 for our selection 


don’t you send $1.00 for 


of a Dutch Amaryllis, unlabelled. 


Cecil Houdyshel, F, La Verne, Calif. 





Ba = Don't Let Insects Ruin 


ANTROL 
African Violet 


and House Plant INSECT BOMB 


Fuchsia, Philodendron, Rub- 
ber Plants and many others. 
Kills mealy bugs, mites, white 
flies, aphids, exposed thrips, 
and other parasites. 

At your dealer's, or write: 
Boyle-Midway Inc.,22 E. 40th 
St., New York 16, N. Y. 
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African-violet Society: 


[FROM Pace 106] of the world. This 
year’s convention was host to a mem- 
ber from England, G. J. Wicks. 

A very high tribute should be paid 
to Boyce M. Edens, who played such 
an important part in the formative 
years of the Society and added much 
to its stature and growth. In fact, a 
special tribute should be given to all 
the many officers and members who 
have helped to guide the Society. All 
services are on a volunteer basis with 
an interest so keen that the strides in 
growth have kept pace with the enthu- 
siasm. In addition to the first presi- 
dent, Mrs. Kellar, mention should be 
given to succeeding presidents—Mrs. 
Robert Wright, Mrs. Arthur Radtke, 
Mrs. E. G. Magill and the writer. I 
am sure that I speak for each one of 
them when I say that it was indeed an 
honor to serve this Society. 

The African Violet Magazine has had 
a tremendous influence on the growth 
and popularity of both the African- 
violet itself and the Society. We have 
been fortunate in having the same’ two 
editors serve for the entire decade— 
Alma Wright and Mary Parker. We 
are deeply indebted to them and can 
hardly wait for the next issue to come 
out. Starting from a twelve-page issue, 
it has grown to nearly a hundred, with 
every page packed solidly with Afri- 
can-violet information. It is through 


History 


this medium that each member be- 
comes a tangible part of the Society. 

At almost every place where two or 
more enthusiasts have gathered, a local 
society has been formed! Some groups 
limit their numbers to ten, fifteen or 
twenty-five, while other groups have 
several hundred members. Recently, 
state societies have formed, and it is 
not uncommon to find enthusiasts who 
travel six hundred or more miles to 
attend a local or state African-violet 
show. 

But ever-running through this pic- 
ture is the thread of the African-violet 
itself. Enthusiasm mounts whenever 
an outstanding variety is introduced. 
And as long as new varieties of merit 
are introduced there will be growth 
and progress in the local, state and na- 
tional societies. 

Challenge, leadership and enthu- 
siasm have indeed been allies in the 
growth of the African Violet Society 
of America, Incorporated, and will 
continue to be in its future!® 


Floyd Johnson caught the African- 
violet fever ten years ago when he was 
given two small plants. He serves as 
advertising manager for the African 
Violet Magazine and is founder of the 
African Violet Society of Rochester 
and vicinity. 





African-violet Society: 


[FROM PaGE 106] Henry Peterson, as 
chairman of the Society’s research 
committee from 1949 to 1954, directed 
most of this work. The success of the 
program earned for him the Bronze 
Medal for Horticultural Achievement, 
awarded to him at the Pittsburgh Con- 
vention in 1955. 

Plans for the future include continu- 
ation of the two present projects—the 
temperature, nutrition, blossom color 
work at Marshall College; and the 
genetics work at University of Minne- 
sota. Two new projects have been 
activated: nematocide and fungicide 
testing for effectiveness and practica- 
bility of use; and an investigation of 
illumination cycle and temperature re- 
lationships. The former project is to 
be carried on at an eastern state ex- 
periment station and the latter at a 
California institution. 

The president of the American Hor- 
ticultural Council told the African 
Violet Society in 1952 that it was 
carrying on the most vigorous research 
program of any plant society. Whether 
this is true today cannot be said for 
certain. But it is quite certain that 
Society membership believes in a con- 


Research Program 


tinued program of research and is will- 
ing to support it. This is a firm 
indication of their belief that only 
through research can the better things 
of the future be brought about.® 


Neil Miller, a native Pennsylvanian 
now living in New Jersey, is a chemist 
by profession. He has been actively 
engaged in the interests of the African 
Violet Society for a number of years, 
serving on many varied committees. 





ARRANGING AFRICAN VIOLETS. 
By Emily Stuebing. 116 pp., illustrated. 
$2.95. Hearthside Press. 

IT MAY COME AS A SURPRISE that Afri- 
can-violets can be cut to last in arrange- 
ments. This arranger finds many 
charming ways to use them in the home. 


FOLIAGE ARRANGEMENTS. _ By 
Emma Hodkinson Cyphers. 126 pp., 
illus. $3.50. Hearthside Press. 

How and where is foliage found? How 
is it preserved, dried or skeletonified? 
With all the answers to these questions 
and 66 illustrations showing the use of 
foliage in arrangements which have been 
made by outstanding exhibitors, there is 
contrast and wide variety. 
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Variety Evaluation 


[FROM PaGE 107] jority of these names 
are now obsolete or extinct, since im- 
proved varieties are pushing the older 
ones off the market every year. 
Since 1945 the hybridizers have 
been busy. Starting slowly and in 
ignorance, their knowledge and skill in 
handling African-violets has rapidly 
increased. Now they can produce a 
plant having any desired combination 
of characteristics in a relatively short 
period. Such men as Dr. Sheldon C. 
Reed of the University of Minnesota, 
with their scientific approach, personal 
enthusiasm and painstaking checking 
of details, are placing the hybridization 
of African-violets on a solid factual 
foundation. The results of this careful 
and thorough work are already begin- 
ning to show in the new varieties com- 


ing out now and will be increasingly 
evident in the future. 

We can expect to enjoy much better 
African-violets than we now have. The 
available areas for change have been 
pretty well outlined and we know the 
building blocks with which we can 
work. The prospects for improvement 
are enormous. No longer are we look- 
ing for changes in the major plant 
characteristics. We are looking for 
better plants of existing types; bigger 
blooms and more of them, better foli- 
age, better root systems, longer petals 
on our doubles, easier plants to grow. 
There ‘are a thousand and one im- 
provements which so far have been 
neglected because we have been too 
busy keeping up with the radical vari- 
ations that this gleeful plant has been 
throwing at us with such reckless aban- 
don. By and large, the plant has done 
its part. Now it is the hybridizers’ turn 
and they have already demonstrated 
their skill, ability and eagerness to do 
their full share of the big job that still 
lies ahead.® 


H. G. Harvey, an electrical engineer 
from Atlanta, Georgia, grows African- 
violets in his home greenhouse. An 
active member in the society for a 
number of years, he won the Best of 
Show award for his plant entry at the 
first National African Violet Society 
Show in Atlanta in 1947. 


MARCH 1957 


PINK 
MIRACLE 








FREE— corona or Pink Miracle 
with any purchase of “9 for $10” 
from listing below: 
Average $1.50 each. 
PINK CLOUD—best: double pink 
PINK GLACIER—best fringed pink 
LOVELINESS—giant blue lavender 
fringed 
ALASKA—fine white, girl foliage 
BLUE HALO—best blue Geneva 
LAVENDER HALO—best “‘red’” Geneva 
EDNA FISCHER—best “red” double 
Geneva 
BLUE BUTTERCUP—noveity light blue 
HAPPINESS—giant light purple fringed 
POWDER PUFF—fine blue double Geneva 
OCEAN WAVES—fine singie blue 
TINKER BELLE—semi dwarf Geneva 
your choice from above 
any “3 for $4” 
any “6 for $7” 
all prices postpaid 








PINK MIRACLE—winning coveted “BEST 
SEEDLING AWARD” in two great competitive 
exhibitions “NATIONAL AFRICAN VIOLET 
SOCIETY CONV. *NEW YORK STATE 
AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY CONV. 


a true pink-edge Geneva with deep pink 
ruffied border surrounding light pink blossom. 
A fine bloomer 


completely new and ours alone 
CORONA=—a brand new color in Genevas. 


Beautiful lilac colored flower surrounded by 
white fluted edging. Another exclusive 


$3 ea. postpaid 
2 plants $5 post paid 
VC 13—new miracle nemacide 
8 oz. bottle $2.85 postpaid 
lovely color folder 
free on request 








@ The manufacturers’ brand names in the advertisements in FLOWER GROWER are 


the quickest, most accurate method of ordering the exact products you want. 














Now is the time to root your Cuttings 


MYRACLE ROOTING MATERIAL 


* NEW * STARTLING * AMAZING 


Special material guarartesd to root your 
cuttings—so quickly it is almost unbelievable. 


This is extremely light fluffy clean material that you con 
spread in a small box or tray in your yard or your apart- 
ment, stick your cuttings in this material and watch them 
burst out into a great mass of roots—similar to Santa Claus’s 
whiskers. We claim this to be the greatest rooting material 
of all time. With our simple instructions you can start root- 
ing your favorite cuttings over night. For only £2.98 we 
send you enough MYRACLE ROOTING MATERIAL to root 
276 cuttings, and you can use this material time and time 
again, until you over-run your yard with shrubs and 
flowers. Instructions included. You can root from 1 to 276 
cuttings any time with our instructions. There will be no 
wondering whether your cuttings will root or not; they are 
gvoranteed to root or your money back. 

Rush your order now before the supply is exhausted. 


MYRACLE ROOTING MATERIAL CO., err. F. c., sox, miss. 


Rush enough Myracle Rooting Material to root 276 cuttings at one time, $2.98. Double order $5.00. 


Money-back guarantee if not satisfied. 


$ enclosed. Ship Postpaid. 





0 C.0.D. Plus Postage & Charges. 
STREET 




















Coin Albums 


Your pennies can turn into dollars! 
Here’s a fascinating hobby that pays off! 
Send $1 for the coin album, (there’s 
space for 59 Lincoln cents). When it’s 
full, return COMPLETE album and re- 
ceive $16 by return air mail PLUS $1 
refund for the album (total: $17). Save 
other sets worth hundreds of dollars! All 
information sent with Ist — Send 
$1 to: BYBYMAIL, Box 67, t. E-9, 
Oakland Gardens Sta., Flushing, OR ¥. 





Orchids In Bud — Now! 


CYPRIPEDIUM ORCHIDS IN BUD, 
(illus, 2) best to grow in the home: SPE- 
CIAL $6.75 ea. 3 plants $16.50, ppd. 
CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS (illus. 1) 
flowering size, SPECIAL $9.75 ea.; 3, $26. 
Labeled Cymbidium back bulbs. 2 for 
$5.50. CYMBIDIUM & CYPRIPEDIUM 
(flowers last 6-8 wks.) are Best Corsage 
Orchids. Order Now. FREE illus. litera- 
ture. Sherman pose Gardens, F-37, 
Grand & Gladstone, dora, Calif. 








For Flower Arrangers! 


Use BLUE RIBBON FLOWER 
HOLDERS and VASE STANDS. Flowers 
stay firmly in place at any angle in these 
non-rusting hair-pin type holders. If not 
available locally, nda | us $2.00 for a 
large holder, plus 25¢ postage; and 
$1.50 for two Vase Stands. Blue Rib- 
bon Flower Holder Co., Dept. FG-3, 
Box 214, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. Write 
for Special offer to Garden Clubs and 
other groups. 
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shop in 
Flower Grower’s 


GENERAL 


A WHITE LACY DRESS or pants, if 
you prefer, to cover your ordinary flower 
pot will certainly perk it up and make it look 
a lot more attractive. Made of flexible poly- 
ethylene, they're washable and long-lasting. 
Fit 4” or 5” pots. Three for $1.00, post- 
paid. Glasscraft Mfg. Co., FG-3, P. O. Box 
72, Evanston, Ill. 


DOG MATTRESS four inches thick will 
make your pooch think he’s in heaven. 
Far superior to mats or pads, this uphol- 
stered mattress is soft and warm, and will 
protect him against dampness. Filled with 
fine quality cedar-treated cotton it keeps fleas 
and ticks away. Prices range from $3 for a 
15” x 21” size to $12.00 for a 36” x 50”. 
Write to Kumfort Mfg. Co., FG-3, 79 Sud- 
bury St., Boston, Mass. for full price list. 


NAME AND ADDRESS LABELS are a 
convenience you can hardly do without. 
These permit 4 lines of type instead of the 
usual 3. Printed in black on gold-bordered 
gummed paper, they are padded in little 
books for easy handling. 1000 labels packed 
in a plastic box for $1.00 postpaid. Bruce 
Bolind, FG-3, Montrose 60, Calif. 





Suburban & Country Dwellers 


NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic 
tank and cesspool clean. A bacteria con- 
centrate breaks up solids and grease— 

revents overflow, back-up, odors. Regu- 

ar use saves costly pumping or digging. 
Simply mix dry powder in water, flush 
down toilet. Non-poisonous, non-caustic. 
Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank, 
cesspool. 6 mos. supply (23 ozs) only 
$2.95 ppd. Northel Distributors, FG-3, 
P. O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 





Only W-W Grinds or Shreds 


W-W Compost Grinder has inter- 
changeable rollers and grinding screen 
to let you shred organic matter properly 
for composting or mulch as well as grind 
fine enough for potting soil and top dress- 
ing. Rejects unwanted material. $189.50 
complete with 24% h.p. recoil starter 
B & S engine or $133.50 less engine and 
belt guard, f.o.b. Wichita. Terms usually 
arranged. Send for literature. W-W 
Grinder Corp., Dept. G, Wichita, Kansas. 
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SiO — with Erna W. Cass 


A WEE CHAIR for your favorite small 
person. Its colorful wood frame is gaily 
painted with flowers and has a hand-woven 
rush seat. Kids love having a little chair 
of their own to watch T.V. 18” tall with 
a 10” x 12” seat. $2.49 postpaid. Market 
Combers, FG-3, Atlanta 5, Ga. 


HANDSOME NEW KNITTING BAG 
made of durable acetate and padded vinyl, 
you'll be proud to carry. It wipes clean in 
a jiffy. Use it as an “all purpose” utility 
bag while traveling. Has snap lock and 
strong metal frame finished in a beautiful 
brass color. Black, White, Red, or Powder 
Blue—take your choice. $2.95 postpaid. 2 
for $5.00. Post-Way, Dept. KN-6, 30 East 
20th St., New York 3, N. Y. 


GRAB BAG OF STAMPS. This exciting 
bag is jam packed with a fascinating mixture 
of more than 500 genuine foreign stamps. 
Nobody knows what's inside! A thrilling 
collection from the Antarctic, Asia, North 
Pole, Europe, Africa, The South Seas—just 
as received from: foreign natives, banks and 
missionaries. Only 50¢ postpaid. H. E. 
Harris & Co., FG-3, 3131 Transit Bldg., 
Boston 17, Mass. 





Protect Plants from Dog Damage 


This new CHAPEBONE automatic 
spray can makes America’s favorite dog 
repellent even easier to use! It’s the hu- 
mane way to prevent burned evergreens, 
trampled flowers, disfigured lawns, 
spilled garbage cans. Dogs, cats, rabbits 
KEEP OFF! Harmless. Big aerosol can, 
$1.49. Send No Money—Order C.O.D., or 
send check and we will pay postage. 
Money-Back Guarantee. Sudbury Labo- 
ratory, Box 21G, South Sudbury, Mass. 
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Miniature Greenhouses 

Flowers and vegetables 3 weeks ear- 
lier! Protect your plants against rain, 
frost, insects and birds. PLANT KAPS, 
of crystal clear weather-proof plastic, 
rovide individual greenhouses for seed- 
ings, young plants. Converts flower pots 
into miniature terrariums for rooting 
leaves, cuttings, small plarts. Humidity 
easily controlled, drafts eliminated. 12- 
$2.95 ppd. Rochester Container Co., Box 
644, Rochester 2, N.Y. 





SOAKEZE does a good job watering 
shrubs, especially rose bushes. Saves 
much time and work. Attach it to your 
garden hose; the 5 small plastic hoses 
spread out in any direction to soak roots 
of 5 plants, some 24 feet apart, without 
waste of water. Guaranteed to please you 
or your money refunded. Complete unit 
only $4.95 postpaid. Send check or money 
order. Jons Mfg. Co., Dept. M-6, Saint 
Matthews, South Carolina. 





“Light ‘N Easy” Way to Garden 

(A) RapiDigger in 2 models: “Rapi- 
Digger-48” (with 48-inch ash handle) 
and “RapiDigger-15” (with 15-inch hick- 
ory handle—attractively boxed). (B) 
“Rapid-Ho”, 48-inch handle; wt. 40 oz. 
(C) “Rapid-Till”, 48-inch handle; wt. 
32 oz. All have pick-type handles—can’t 
come off in use; all are forged steel— 
LIFETIME GUARANTEED! Each $3.00 
ppd. Mann Edge Tool Co., Lewistown 
11, Pa. 





Insulated Prefab Greenhouse 


This spacious 10’ x 14’ fully prefabri- 
eated greenhouse is insulated from 
ground to ridge for easy heating in Win- 
ter and coolness in Summer, with TWIN- 
GLAS in roof and sides. $599.50 insul- 
ated. Not insulated $499.50. Free de- 
livery. No puttying, only a few bolts to 
tighten for erection. We build all sizes, 
both lean-to and free standing with or 
without hail-proof fiberglas roofs. Red- 
fern’s Prefab Greenhouses, Mulino, Ore. 
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Put Your Hair Up In Seconds—$2 


Make perfect curls every time with 
thisnew AUTOMATIC HAIR CURLER! 
Your curls are softer, more natural, last 
longer. Just put strand in slot. Push 
handles together for forward curl—push 
handles apart for reverse curl. Fast and 
easy ... wonderful for home permanents. 
Guaranteed to do the job or your money 
back! Only $2, postage paid. Order di- 
rect by mail from Sunset House, 817 
Sunset Bldg., Hollywood 46, Calif. 








Adjustable Contour Cushion 


For driver or passenger . 
stuffed cushion filled with soft shredded 
latex foam rubber. Scientifically shaped 
to fit behind your back for strain-free 
driving; fits behind passenger’s neck for 
restful naps. 1344” long; covered in as- 


..a plumply 


sorted upholstery fabrics. Wonderful 
gift for any occasion, thoughtful sugges- 
tion for invalids, too! $2.95 plus 25¢ post- 
age. Jeanne Shop, 504 Richey Ave., West 
Collingswood 6, N. J. 








Sturdi-Built Greenhouses 


The World’s finest lowest-priced green- 
houses made of lifetime REDWOOD! A 
9 ft. x 12 ft. 9 in. greenhouse, complete 
above base, with glass, only $225.00, 
freight prepaid. Select from dreamlined 
styles—years ahead of all others! Many 
sizes, precut and prefabbed to choose 
from. Send for our free Color Catalog. 
Sturdi-Built Manufacturing Co., 11304 
S. W. Boones Ferry Road. Oswego, 
Oregon. 
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GENERAL 


PERSONALIZED DOOR MAT. Your 
choice of any script initial molded into a 
6” ivory diamond set in the center of a 
Brick-red or Sea Green mat. New stream- 
lined cleaning action is featured with alter- 
nate blades and scraping fingers. 18” x 28”. 
All rubber non-skid undersurface. $4.95 
postpaid. Mitchell Rubber, FG-3, 1 Mitchell 
Bidg., Los Angeles 65, Calif. 







PRETTY UP your favorite house plant 
with a shocking pink and black planter bow], 
or if you prefer, a satin black with brass 
finish legs. Both are made of heavy gauge 
steel for durability. 8” x 7”. $4.48 each plus 
40¢ postage. The K. R. Lewis Co., Dept. B-9, 
3624 Harrison Blvd., Kansas City 9, Mo. 








SUPER DOGGIE 
SCOOPER 


Dogs will be dogs and | 
the evidence can be un- |. 
pleasant. No need to 
use make-shift methods 
to clean up the mess. 
Lightweight Scooper J 
does the work neatly, 
quickly, without bend- j@ 
ing. Works on concrete, 
gravel, grass, ground 
or dog pen. Closed ends 
assure clean, fast pick- 
up. Of durable aluminum with long twin 
handles of varnished wood. Welcome 
gift for pet owners. 
Postpaid. No C.O.D. 


ELRON, 225 W. Erie St., Dept. 345, Chicago 10, it. 


j 
j 
j 
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if You're interested In 


BREEDING TROPICAL FISH 
Fer Prof & 





TETRA 
te. om the vibra: we Bate att vulo 
self Tropical Fish Breeding is the profediae easy-to 
start home business for you ' Br 


n in ye 
OOM, spare-room, anywhere Success 1s assured becamse 
we'll buy every fish you produc ie omer or 
costly eapipane m needed Start spare time, on shoe 


string” build a $10,000 home 
Write today for FREE 
details on “Profix 
Proven” Success Plan 
& Vuer’ (If under 17, 
ask for plan A.) 


“Lovestigate ' 










ad 








les Angeles 6. Calif 





Wire Bending Tool—$1.00 


Makes letter holders, racks, toys—hun- 
dreds of items. New Hefty Bender cast 
aluminum wire bending tool fastens on 
board or workbench. Forms tool holders, 
bookends, mobiles, house numbers, 
names, candlesticks, lamp shade frames, 
etc. Practical tool or occupational toy 
for handicraft pena © den meeting, or 
average y lete with in- 





structions $1.00 pod. Little Beaver In 
dustries, Box 167A 


» Willoughby, Ohio. 








Natural Treasures 


Natural treasures have been captured 
in replica for your favorite plant or 
flower arrangement. Rock, Driftwood or 
Bark ceramic planters all are distinc- 
tively hand-finished by artists in beauti- 
ful dull, neutral tones. Mohave, as shown 
above, is 10” long and is priced at only 
$5.50 postpaid. Free brochure shows 
twelve unusual and distinctive designs. 
Sahuaro, Studio F., Box 133-A, Palo 
Alto, Calif. 





FLOWER CROWER 





STORE 


PISTOL PRUNER cuts instantly, easily with 
trigger-like action, using only slightest pres- 
sure of two fingers. Long arm with serrated 
tip reaches hard-to-get-at places; protects 
against thorns and prickly leaves. $2.95 post- 
paid. Hahn Co, FG-3, Box 64532, Los 
Angeles 64, Calif. 


LIGHT AS A FEATHER and warm as 
toast! Washable, slippers are made of the 
magic stretch fabric which hugs feet snugly. 
Contain no wool—non-allergic. Soles of wash- 
able genuine leather. Perfect for travel, skiing, 
or just lounging. Navy Blue or Fiesta Red 
with matching candy stripe cuff. Small (hose 
size 814-9), Medium 914-104, Large 1014- 
1114 at $2.95. Men’s solid Navy, S. M. L., 
$3.50 postpaid. David E. Mundis, Dept. 
25-C, 119 No. Findlay St., York, Pa. 


with Erna W. Cass 





Windover Flower Pots 


The Most Beautiful Red 
Clay Flower Pots Made 


Customers 
Say, “The Best 


f have ever seen!”’ 

Most sizes are in the lovely stepped 

design as pictured. Unequalled for 

quality. All — tr hernn | rims to 

protect bn and leaves of plants, 

SLOTTED ORCHID PO 

for better pity Tl, 4” only, 6 for $2.20 
CLAY FLOWER POTS IN COLOR 

Green, red, yellow or white baked-on 

enamel. Following sizes only: 

” semi-squatty 10 for $2.20 


eeue eeee 


shipping breakage 
replaced unless 
sent insured. 


——— 


Garden Guide 


This easy-to-read 4” x 9” slide chart 
quickly and accurately gives facts for 
correct planting and care of 120 Ever- 
greens, Shrubs, Trees, Roses, Annuals, 
Perennials and Bulbs. Tells when to 
plant, prune, feed, kind and amount of 
food, flowering season, height, color, 
seeding and growing instructions, lawn 
care, plus bulb planting chart. $1.00 ppd. 
Money-back Guarantee. Gard-N-Guide, 
Box 717F, Center Moriches, N.Y. 
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GARDEN SPRAYER 
WEIGHS ONLY = Us. 


poe hrrchegen me 


Ifnot at your dealer write to 
B&G CO., Plumsteadville, Pa. 
HOSE REEL 


It’s wonderful for your garden or 
sprinkler hose. Simply screw bracket 
included to house or post, snap reel 
in place and wind, takes but a min- 
ute. Made of steel. Guaranteed. 

\ 4 in. wide holds 75 ft. $4.50 POST 
8 in. wide holds 125 ft. $4.95 PAID 
Extra brackets 75¢ ea. 
BECKER PRODUCTS CO. 
161-30 129th Ave. 
Jamaica 34, N. Y. 





The Floracart 


The original, most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available: 3 Tray, 
(without light fixtures) $52.50; 2 Tray 
(without light fixtures) $41.50. Practical 
sturdy aluminum tubing guaranteed con- 
struction. Large capacity water tight trays 
19” x 49”, Ball bearing wheels. Write for 
literature and additional information on 
new accessories being offered. Tube 
Craft Ine., Dept. D, 1950 West 114th St., 
Cleveland 2, Ohio. 





Pink French Pussy Willow 
“Pinkish Silver” — “Silvery Pink” — 
now available for your own garden! This 
lovely early forcing Pink French Pussy 
Willow has a catkin sheath of rich ma- 
hogany red with large attractive silvery 
pink catkins when mature. 2 to 3 ft. 
sturdy shrubs at the low price of 2 for 
$3.50; 6 for $9.00 and 12 for $15.00 post- 
paid. Plant several for your gardening 
leasure! Bearsdslee Nursery, FG-3 
erry, Ohio. 





Powerful Jet to Gentle Spray 


Drench lawn or water tender plants 
with amazing exclusive Thumb-Dial El- 
kay Nozzle. Dial any spray pattern in- 
stantly. Jet power for “water raking” 
leaves or washing sidewalks—heavy rain 
for lawn and garden — gentle drops for 
new plants. Instant shut-off — makes 
others old fashioned. Precision made, 
durable rustproof metal. Only $1.50 ppd. 
Fully Guar. Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 48, 
133 Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif. 





Mist-Like Fog for Plants 


Fogg-It nozzle breaks water into fog 
mist for seed beds, newly seeded lawns, 
bedding plants, ferns, hanging baskets, 
fuchsias, begonias and orchids. On 
slopes, irrigate without soil washing. 
Creates humidity for lath and green- 
houses. Fits standard hose coupling. High 
or low pressure. Save water with better 
coverage. Only $1.95 ppd. No COD’s. 
Full Guar. Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 56, 
133 Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif. 
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Nun‘s Orchid 


Anyone can grow the Nun’s Orchid, 
so called because of the little white nun 
in flower. Its broad green leaves attrac- 
tively veined are decorative even when 
not in bloom. 4” flowers are of a warm 
rich brown with touches of silver and 
magenta. Blooms Feb. through April. A 
perfect Easter Gift! Ready to bloom 
plant, $4.95 ppd. Grow. instr. incl. Money 
refunded if not satisfied. The Orchid 
Patio, 1075 N.E. 79 St., Miami, Fla. 








Hang-A-Pot Holder 


It’s so easy to display potted plants 
more attractively with the Hang-A-Pot 
holder. Practical for plants indoors or 
out; provides a safe, concealed support 
for pots up to 7”. Built to last; sturdy 
construction reduces pot breakage. In- 
stalled in seconds. Pot easily removed 
for watering. Size 4”. Only $1.00 for 4, 
ppd. No COD’s cl Guaranteed to 
delight. Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 61, 133 
Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif. 








Hawaiian Rainbow Orchids 


Almost conti bl s and each 

erfect little flower makes an _ ideal 
Seomeneiiiain Last for days in an arrange- 
ment. Red, geranium red, yellow, lav- 
ender, light lavender, pink, rose, dusty 
rose, peach, fuschia, orange and buff. 
Plants in bud, assorted colors, potted, 
6—$5.00; 12—$9.00 ppd. A ey liv- 
ing Easter or Mother's Day Gift! The 
Orchid Patio, 1075 N. E., 79 St., Miami, 
Florida. 
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GENERAL 


VIOLET PERFUME made from the most 
fragrant English violets, comes to you in a 
distinctive hand-painted miik glass bottle. 
One and a half ounces of this delightful 
violet perfume is $1.65 postpaid. Robert 
Mitsch Co., FG-3, 631 North Vance St, 
Carey, Ohio. 


PERMACEDAR kennel bedding for dogs, 
cats and other pets. Cedar is a healthy and 
sanitary bedding; it makes a clean, dry, fra- 
gtant and a lasting aromatic bed. Deodorizes, 
off-setting objectionable odors. Keeps pet's 
coat in prime condition. 50 Ib. bag, $7.50 
postpaid; 5 lbs. $1.00. Yoho & Hooker, 
FG-3, 523 Williamson Ave., Youngstown, 
Ohio. 





BURNS TRASH 
SAFELY 
OUTDOORS 


. End fire hazards— 
\ neighborhood nuisance 
= of blowing burning bits 
of paper — sooty ash, 
Scientific draft design 
minimizes smoke, smell — burns damp, green, 
dry, garbage or refuse to fine ash. Needs no 
watching. Burns in any weather. Quickly pays 
for itself. Made of rust-resistant aluminum 
bonded to steel for longest service. Over 150,000 
satisfied users. Approved by fire depts. 2 bushel 
model A (21'/2" x 27") — $14.95 postpaid. 3 
bushel model B (24” x 32”) — $18.95 postpaid. 
Money back guarantee. Stainless steel models 
available. 


ALSTO COMPANY 
Dept. FG-3, 4007 Detroit Ave., Cleveland 13, Ohio 








SQUIRREL PROOF 
Feeders 


Shipped prepaid 
partially knock. 
ed down without 
%” pipe sup- 
port which can 
readily be got- 
ten locally. 
$15.00 


Free Folder 
BIRD WATCHERS ANONYMOUS 


141 Stamford Avenue, Stamford, Conn. 











TALL 






and other tall plants 
will stay sturdy, 
straight and beau- 
tiful longer... 


with STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS! 


Made from Heavy galvanized rust-proof steel wire. 
24” high by 14” in diameter. Easy to set up. Col- 
lapsible for easy storage. No rags, strings or wooden 
stakes to distract from beauty of flowers. Neat wire 
hoops and uprights gently hold tall flowers in a 
naturally beautiful position. No broken stems due 
to rain, heavy foliage or mowing. 


6 for only $2.25 Postpaid 


Please order your STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS 
NOW ... as supply may be limited later! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or sags age a 


IDEAL MFG. co. PP oy = 














STOLE OR 
JACKET 


YOUR OLD FUR COA ie ee 


NEW 1957 CAP 


yg A RESTYLING INCLUDES: [Choice 

w Lining © Interlining ¢ | of 30 

Monogram * Cleaned « Glazed HIT 
Morton's is world’s largest one STYLES 

oldest one-price fur servi 

@ Morton’s Fur Serv ice is net Praised 

by style magazines. 

Moly selection of ‘styles all only 


$22.9 
Whether your coat is outworn or 
just out-of-style you'll be de- 
ighted with Morton’s glamorous 
restyling. Write 


Dept. 24. 
pastel Washington 4, D. 6. 













S ce ee reer ses eseeeeeesseeee 
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SNAP-ON STAKE HOLDERS for potted 
plants. Can be used with all potted plants 
regardless of planting medium. Ideal for 
orchid growing even with fir bark. Holders 
fit snugly. Neat and unobtrusive. Made of 
aluminum for lifetime wear. 6 holders (stakes 
not included) for $1.00 postpaid. Ray 
Sanders Co., FG-3, 133 Santa Anita Ave., 
Pasadena 8, Calif. 


WONDERCUP combines the work of all 
your kitchen measuring devices in one hand- 
some, plastic handy cup. Accurately measures 
ounces, tablespoons, cup, % and %4 cups. 
Measures liquids, solids, granules, shortening, 
quickly without muss or fuss. Empties auto- 
matically without scraping or spooning. Self- 
cleaning too! $1.00 postpaid. Wondercup, 
FG-3, 201 N. Wells St., Chicago 6, IL 




















THIS /S A MUST 


for everyone concerned 


This MANUAL Tells You HOW 
To Make Handsome Profits 
From Concrete Yard Ornaments 
YOU CAN MAKE 


All you need is a mold or two and a little determination. “How 
To Turn Concrete Into Gold” contains large, clear pictures, 
@ives prices and descriptions of more than 200 different molds 
you can buy direct from the menufacturer, AND....priceless 
trade secrets that make production a snap. Order it TODAY. 


SEND ONLY $2.00 FOR YOUR Copy 
(Rushed to you by First Class Mail) 





BUY WITH CONFIDENCE FROM 
THE GENERAL STORE! 





Now YOU can have his 
outdoor cooking secret! 


With it, you can broil, borbecve or roost 
meats so juicy, tender and tasty that it's on 
effort to say “‘no™ to the fourth helping. His 
secret, handed down through the yeors, lies in 

the *PATENTED WAY the grill is built. Send 
only $2.00, check or cash, for the tell-oll plans 
AND his book of special recipes. It's easy to 
build! All materials, listed in the plans, can be 
procured locally. For $5.00, you con get the 
deluxe plans. Satisfaction guoranteed. *Pat. Pend. 


THE GREAT OUTDOORS CO. 
16261 Northlawn, Dept. F. Detroit 21, Mich. 






TINYTREES 


NEW FOR YOUR HOME 


Enhance your living room or gar- 
den with beautiful California 
Fruit Trees. Grown especially 
for Bonsai and can be dwarfed 
down to 12 inches. They will 
grow anywhere. 


FREE OFFER | 


You will receive FREE of any 
additional charge a floweri t 
ornamental with each order. aul 


fe Bleue 


each, prepaid. F Li 
Almond (1) Apriest “a 
TINYTREES NURSERY CO. 


Calif. Nursery License No. 31179 
P.O. BOX 53, FRESNO, CALIF. 











FLOWER GROWER 


Exclusive Growers of Miniature Trees 





trees unconditionally guaranteed ' . 
to grow, or full money back. Com- | 
plete with instructions, $5.00 i 


Pomegranate (1) 









for AFRICAN VIOLETS the 


Fluorescent GROWING LAMP 


Grow perfect African Violets from leaf cutting 
to full bloom under one attractive setting. A 
Fivorescent Lamp solves the plant cluttered win- 
dow problem. Top in leaf green or iron black. 
Aluminum legs—height 14”, plant area 16x28". 


Cc lete (West of 
with take $12.75 ppd. Miss. add 50¢) 


CRAFT HOUSE 36, WILSON, N. Y. 


Free Literature 














Prize-Winning African Violets 


For years the prize-winning blossoms 
at the National African Violet Show have 
been grown with Plant Marvel. It sup- 
plies the natural, concentrated food ele- 
ments needed for gr healthy growth 


and bloom. Easy and economical to use. 
$1.25 package makes 250 gallons of rich 
liquid food. Write for free sample and 
our African Violet folder. Plant Marvel, 
a 37, 622 W. 119th St., Chicago 
28, Ill. 










DON’T WAIT 
‘til disaster 
STRIKES ... 


install a STANDARD 
GREENHOUSE 
TEMPERATURE ALARM 


Don’t depend on your power lines to warn you of 
impending disaster. Install one or several of these 
battery operated, “year-‘round™ Greenhouse tem- 
perature alarms and feel completely safe. 

Non-ferrous metal construction, insulated wir- 
ing, platinum contacts, non-breakable crystal, 
locking device, chromium plated case. Scale 
20°—100° F. Only $19.95 

See Your Dealer or Order Direct 
perro nn ee ee =| 
| Please rush______alarms @ $19.95 ea. 

] Name. 
1 Address 
City. Zone State. 


| STANDARD zw, ot 


ee ee ee 
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Flower Grower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





RATE 75 CENTS PER WORD: (70 cents a word for 
three or more > insertions using »s iy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$1 700 
t single insertion, $42.00 minimum for 3 consecutive 
oeetions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Fcsing date 
of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH ITH 
ORDER. No discount to agencies. Address: Flower Grower, 
Classified Dept, 99 N. Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y. 





African Violets 





SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 126. Illustrated cata- 

= contains valuable cultural advice. FREE! Mrs. 

+ eet SPOUTZ, 34300 Moravian Drive, Fraser, 
ich: gan 





SEED—Named varieties cross pollinated, $2.00. mm: 

Germinating Mix and our new plas 
Beed Flat, $3.00. Instructions included. Catalog Free. 
KRAUSE’S African Violet NURSERY, 11823 Christo- 
pher, Inglewood, California 





AMERICA’S FINEST—Beautiful color catalogue free 
Fequest. See our ad page 127. FISCHER GREENHOUSES, 
Dept. C.F., Linwood, New Jersey 


Baby Evergreens 





BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 
mentals and Xmas tree stock, Azaleas, Khododendrons, 
Flowering shrub, Blueberries. Catalog Free. GIRARD 
BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, Ohio. 





Begonias 





TUBEROUS BEGONIAS. Buy the best and grow seven 
and eight inch blooms. All colors. Types: Picotee, Ruffled, 

Camellia. $4.00 and $5.00 dozen, prepaid. Send 10¢ fcr 

— ALPINE BEGONIA GARDENS, Rhododendron, 
regon. 





AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 
THE BEGONIAN published monthly plus cultural bulletin 
and seeds to new members, $2.50. Address Dept. FG, 1415 
Acacia Avenue, Torrance, Calif. 


Caladiums 





GET YOUR BULBS from the originator of many new 
varieties, including the new lance topo leaves. More than 
150 ete to choose from, list for the asking. JOYNERS, 

ium 5102 Ave. Tampa 8, 
Fia., Devt. B. 








Camellias 








CAMELLIAS on ConTaimens: 4 choice varieties, 
blooming size. $5.00. express collect. Tllustrated catalog 
on request. ABBOT'S NURSERY, Rt. 4, Box 550-B, 
Mobile, Alabama 

Chrysanthemums 





25,000 AFRICAN VIOLETS. Many NEW Be lusive In- 
troductions. List Free. Fair Prices. OPPEN’S GREEN- 
HOUSES, Dept. FG, 4330 Auburn Rd. Salem, Oregon 





T-V VALLINPINK deepest pink, frilled chartreuse edging; 
gorgeous. Send addressed 


ng a price list. 
VIOLET TREASURE HOUSE, Spring 





ONE HUNDRED OuTSTANeINS. new varieties. tem 
cut leaves, $3.50 dozen. oe leaves, 00 dozen, Pr 
paid. WILSON’S (FG), . 3, Austell, Ga. 


REGULAR ane LATEST collectors type, ““We 
them”. TH LECT VIOLET HOUSE, Box 1444, 3033 
Belmont ,- a. Youngstown, io 








AFRICAN ViGL. ETS, 
30/$3.25. Listing: 
Gloxinia seed $1.06. 
Jacksonville 2, Florida 


Plants 12/$4.50; Jeeves 10/$1.25; 
250 20¢, refundable. Saint aulia, 


FFOULKES, Dept. FG, 610 Bryan, 





ROOTED LEAVES. A postcard brings list of omen varie- 
ties you cannot afford to miss. ROTHY K. ATKINSON, 
1762 "Gaeve Avenue, North Chicago, Ill. 





LEAVES OF NEWER YAnseress, oider tried and true. 
Our list is waiting to be sent to you. VI'S VIOLETS, 
Raymond, Minnesota 





AFRICAN weet ee saves. Strong and healthy. ny 
anywhere, any time. GREENHOUSES, Route 35, 
Townshend, Vermont 





African Violet Potting Soils 





STEHN.IZES POTTING SOIL ode a A. festueld 
srpectarty for African Violets. er 
east of Denver, $1.15. 9 Ibe. $2.3: 25. 13 Pts ibe 85. 

WINDOVER,. Box 3033, Evansville, Indiana 





African Violet Supplies 





pa pg VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soll, pots, insecticides, 
charcoal, labels, wicking. Complete line. catalogue. NEIL 
Penns “Grove ew Jersey 





Agents Wanted 





CALIFORNIA SWEET OuELLING BEADS. Sensational 
sellers. Big profit for you. ae ag free. Seen 
2328BD West P Pico, Los yw , Californi: 





RUN epane-Tias pom ye cage and Gite ing F at 
Show fri Wonderful 
AIl-Oecasion Greeting “Cards Z, “cites, Take their m 








“MODERN MUMS FOR 1957" features “‘Tiny Rubies”’ 

and many other new garden varieties. Send for copy today. 

a FLOWER FIELDS, 3100 Leighton, Lincoln, 
ebras. 





GLADIOLUS, 125 Giant Exhibition varieties. Dahlias, 
Tuberous Begonias, Gloxinias, Lilies, Cannas. Money 
saving specials. Free Catalog. FOLEY GARDENS, Free- 
port, Illinois. 





SEND NO MONEY, we trust You 

lowing? Write today tor our FREE 

wy Indian hids . . . Giant Double Gerbera 

Hybrid coome and plants. Wholesalers may write us for our 

— wholesale ‘price lists, having substantial rebate. 

Terms liberal. You will find it enterprising & profitable. 
THE MOUNT VIEW GARDENS (FG), Kalimpong, 


require the fol- 
Price vist of: Bulbs 





ISMENE ge Mag - — $1.50. Medium and 
large blooming sizes $2.50 and $3.50. Postpaid. HUB- 


BARD’S, 1531 Hanover Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia. 





oe FROM NetLAnS. Catalog offering hundreds of 

eties of Tulips. Daffodils, Hyacinths. Crocuses etc. 
vill be sent on application. J. HEEMSKERK c/o P. Van 
Deursen, Sassenheim, Holland 





PRIZEWINNING CHRYSANTHEMUMS: Large, Spider, 
Spoon Intermediate. mpon, Button, Cushion, 
Anemone: 24 Large (4  varieties)—Labeled—$3. 
poon (4 varieties)—Labeled—$3.00, 48 Assorted (16 
eae led—$3.00, 50 Ameties (50 varieties )— 
Unlabeled $6.00. List. MRS. G. WOODS, Route 3, 
Box 35, Donalsonville, Georgia. 





HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS—PFree Catalog lists New 
and Popular Hardy Chrysanthemums; Perennials for your 
home; House Plants in variety. TERRACE VIEW GAR- 
DENS, Greencastle, Ind. 





12 BEAUTIFUL VARIETIES OF GARDEN MUMS in- 
cluding one new introduction. $1.00 Northern grown and 
sure to bloom this year GOW EN: 8S GARDENS, Rt. 5, 
Excelsior, Minn, 





NEWEST HARDY MUMS from experiment stations. in- 
cluding New Hampshire hardier, rugged varieties. Other 
New fruits and flowers. List. PINE CROFT NURSERIES, 
Exeter N.H, 


’ 





Business Opportunities 





FREE FOLIO ‘‘$5.000 to $45,000, Vacations Unlimited” 
Work home-spare time! No merchandise, equipment, 100 
other homework businesses! HAYLINGS-FG6, Carlsbad. 
California 





onew penises at Year 
Maine to California. NO G Gor- 
bidiums, ete. Successful home grower 


PE. gous Cattleyas, c 
details FREE. FLOWERLAND, 


100 So. 4 ta Los Angeles 4, Calif. 





GROW EXPENSIVE HERBS FOR US! Big profits. 
Home—Business of your own. by ey profitunity! We 
supply everything necessary! FRE RE 
SEEDS AND REVEALING PLAN. NATIONAL HERB 
EXCHANGE, Dept. G, California 





MAKE MONEY yeerwe S enont | CARARRAP HE Ra 

tedious study. I tell you = 

to sell; and supply list of , By K 3 from bes - Rng 

a amall 4 add up quickly. Write to sell right 
weg, Rend free facts. BENSON BARRETT, 

c 132-C, 168. Clark, Chicago 26, Ill. 





SHINE CARS WITHOUT “POLISH”. New invention. 
Lightning seller. Cars gleam 2 ame. Samples sent 
on trial. KRISTEE 108, Akron, 





HARDY ENGLISH CHRYSANTHEMUMS—Northwest’s 
outstanding collection. Over three hundred varieties. Save 
—Buy Direct from Grower. Free Catalog. FAIRLEY’S 
NURSERY, 613 Bryden, Lewiston, Idaho. 





PECIAL GET ACQUAINTED CHRYSANTHEMUM 


aees. m hardy plants ao, postpaid, guaranteed to 
ear. ELM TREE PERENNIAL FARM, No. 
Main st uthington, = 





SAGE omenny Full SROVEARTRERUES 2 each 
6 kinds. dozen $3.00. 





Single Poms, But 2 each 10 
kinds $3.00 "abel. Prepaid. GABLES "NURSERY, 
Haralson, Georg 

Colchicine 





PREPARED BY A DRUGGIST. Amateur or Professional 
you will enjoy creating new varieties. Transform your 
violets or hobby plants into giants. Use either Colchicine 
Ro or solution. Directions furnished $2.00 each P.P. 
Kg 8. —— PHARMACY, 363 The 

C) 





Cook Book 





Buy Wholesale 





ow aes wholesale catalog free, gifts, jewelry, 
erri savings—National Brands, write, 
SABRO. DIST. 47 Hillman St. Springfield, Mass. 





} RECIPES by Trinity Lutheran Church Members. 
Smorgas ae Section. Write MRS. CARL ANDERSON, 8 
Stonleigh Road, Worcester, Mass. $1.60, postpaid. 





Corsage Making Supplies 





THE BEST Corsage making materials are 











earn up to 100% profit. No experience neces te 
nothing to try. Write today for samples on pas 
GREETINGS, Dept. 17, Ferndale, Mich 
Amaryllis 
AMARYLLIS, hybrids, Meade Suse. vivid mixed colors, 
ee. beautiful, giant y grow. 
Blooming s $3.75 dz. Giant dn $6. to 1” 
bulbs $7.00 bu, All prices postpaid. Su limited, 
order now. rite for prices. D BULB 
GARDEN. 6000 Nw. 32nd Ave., Miami, Florida 
Azaleas 
AZALEAS, Glenn Dale and Gab 8, 


les. CAMELLIA 
Williamsiis, ag eed % vanes. 
HENNY, Brooks, 
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Free illustrated catalog. OTHY BIDDLE. SERVICE, 
Cacti & Succulents Dept. FG-62, Hawthorne, New York 
monet ue. SUCCULENTS—How to Grow Them.” 64 Crotons 
eg illustrations. 25¢, Free book list. CACTUS, 132 
Union, Pasadena, Calif. 
IDEAL FOR PLAST ERO tor varieties mixed or r onerone eas —. tted varieties .. . 12 fe 
Cacti- med P.P. $1.50. NATIONAL CACTUS & $10.00. Also many trop’ plants, citrus, 


pooted. 
SUCCULENT: CLUB. 12021 Hallwood, El Monte, Cali- 





fruit 
write for catalogue, BILL HOFMANN NUR nT 
2160 N.W. 79th St., Miami, Florida 


FLOWER GROWER 








Flower Grower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Daffodils 





SEND FOR PRICES from the most reliable GROWER of 
nt ty LIMATED DAFFODILS for SHOW RDEN or 
NA —— DAFFODIL MART, Nuttall, Glou- 
cana a. 





Dahlias 





DAHLIAS—Roots, pot roots, plants. American and Aus 
tralian varieties. Send for list. HANNA DAHLIA GAR- 
DENS, Dept. F, Clayton, New Jersey 





DAHLIA ROOTS, POT ROOTS, Pog lh Sarees. 
New and old Varieties. Send for List. GA 
DENS, 593 Piermont Ave., Westwood. Sy pod 





CALIFORNIA’S GIANT DAHLIAS—one of California's 
apaest gardens, Write for list. PETE'S DAHLIA GAR- 
DENS, P.O. Box 225, Tulare, California 





gest NEW and Standard Dahlia Varieties. The Beaut; 
your Garden. Root List Free. HAUGH DAHL 
GanpeNs. Wellsville, Ohio. 





DAHLIAS: 10 Giant Dahlias (8 to 12” blooms) one each 
labeled and postpaid for $3.50. Ask for list of 80 varie- 
ties. MOSES NURSERIES, Box 41, Lima, New York 





GIANT Leng assorted colors, named; 6 for $2.25, 
Newer kinds 6 for $3.50. Small flowering kinds 6 for $2.00. 
soaks. ding A. list on request. KUNZMAN D. IAS. 
New Albany, 





DAHLIAS: Ten large flowering 
$5.00. All different. Lists free. 
FARM, Buttell Ave., Lakewood, 


$3.00: Twenty varieties 
“— DAHLIA 





FORCED SALE—half price—150 varieties—Frieda a 
lord, Great Lakes, Hester Pape, ete. SEQUOIA GARDEN: 
134 Lyell St., Los Altos, California 


qwe.ve ROOTS LARGE named ba q 
ucho Marx, Mary Elizabeth. Ned ymour, 
a $7.50. FLOYD MEESKE, Wroming. tl Th. 





ge 9 





DAULIAS— Blige large flowering $2.50. All different. We 
pecialize in Holla varletien: List ted HOLLAND 
DAHLIA GARDENS, R.R. 2, Holland, 





SARLIAD~Bte finest A foreign and domestic varieties 
at low -price everyone can afford. Free list. 
WESTBY! 8 DAHLIAS, Boring, Oregon 


RHODODENDRON MAX., Mt. Laurel, Hemlock, Holly, 
Flame Azalea, Piss: Maple and Red Cedar, 2-4 
> ne i gy 25—$9.00; 100—$30.00; J. F. Norris, Butler, 
mn. R. 4. 





Baey SVERGSSENS, Seedlings, Transplants, Xmas tree 
ornamental ee. Drie list free. NEUNER’S EVER 
GREEN NURSERY, 368 Bicher Rd., Pittsburgh 2, 


GLADIOLUS CATALOG FREE! Prize collection 25 vari 
ties only $1.00; 25 miniature YY ee s- -00; both $1. 15 
KENMAR GLADIOLUS, lowe Falls 1 





WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL GLADS, Giants and 
Miniatures. Dow and Dragons, fant Wt ge 
} i nod wionine | Peonies. Free Catalog. LINS GLAD F 





Flower Arrangers Supplies 





CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower ar. 
rangement and corsages at est prices. Free iNustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, FG-63, Haw- 
thorne, New York 





prewes ARRANGEMENT AND eAneen SUPPLIES. 

ae int holders, oasis, corsage suppli pottery 
essories. Gladiolus bulbs, wholesale — retail. Free 

catalog. J JORDAN GLADIOLUS GARDENS, Jordan 22, 





Gardenia 


50 MIXED pansy 5 Ae bulbs 1-1 inch size 
$1.50 or 100 for $2.75 Postpaid. H. J. W RHOVEN 
& Rt. 1, Benton 





GLADIOLUS. 1 wo Collection. Introductory offer. 
large bulbs $2.50. for $4.50 postpaid. Guaranteed 
ag © OODSIDE “GLADIOLUS € GARDENS, Web- 
ster, 





SL ASIOLUS ScEpiees ARE vas GREATEST 
han LL. © bulbs and seeds ready. VEN 
ARD NURSER i +. 394F, Sioux City, >. lowe 





GLADIOLUS: 200 Giant. miniature and All America 
varieties. Ask for colored listings. jal 30 variety 
assortment. 75 bulbs for $3.95 pos MOSES NURB- 
SERIES, Box 41. Lima, New York 





Hardy Perennial Verbena 





DAZZLING RED—Pure White Apole B 
grown plants. 12 for $1.75—25 i> 
Postpaid. MRS. KATE HARKELL. Box 
Georgia 








FOUR ~-—- FREE UNM, EASTER, 3 Gardenia, 

Poinciana, with Each dozen of Bougainvillia. =: 
Croton, Gardenia, Hibiscus, Jasmine, Poinsettia, or as- 
sortment, .50 Dozen, fob, Florida. PHILIP PATE, 
Kissimmee 10, 








mad A ge ~~ VARSSTIES. Odd. 
Catalog 1 MES C. ACLCER, 280 West 
—~ % Avenue, io Shen 





DAHLIAS Fees eae. Le the thrills of eg | 
Cross pollinated named varieties are seed parents. $1. 
and stamped envelope brings 100 seeds. H. POPE, 3300 
Liberty Avenue, Alameda, Calif. 


DAHLIAS: EIGHT LARGE BEAUTIES $2; mixed lost 
tag. snetee for $2; 3 miniatures, twelve for $2. Post- 
paid. A. MARTELL, 19 Allerton 8t., 





Quincy, Mass. 


SPECIAL err pe 28 =.= 
each different. 


Leaf, Unusual “Odd or Rare. Ivy wena 
Free catalog. COOK'S GREENHOUSE, 
ing, Kansas 


Herb Plants 





i PLANTS: Se, bam Ti and baste. f 70 in. 


RS OF BARABOO, Devt’ ¥. 





House Plants 





BASS HOUSE PLANTS. Beautiful exotics. Also old 
favori Extensive 10¢. Complete eultural instruc- 
tions, BARRINGTON G IOUSES, Box 85, Barring- 





HOUSE OF RARE PLANTS: Hard to find choice house 
plants. Geraniums, . Herbs. Perennials. Catalog 
25¢. MERRY GARDENS, Camden, Maine 





U-POT SERAMNP ES. ¢ 4. for $1.00, 8 for pase. B 90. 





Daylilies Hemerocallis 





NEW MERSRSOAALS I oe" 1 color classes. 
Succession of a. SarSoume. ing 9 
vant, Ken Ry "Taft, Salmon Sheen, $14. 
value for $12.00. KENWOOD IRIS GARDENS, 1505 
Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, Ohio. 





BAVLILIES ‘—10 freshly dug, husky Pe | $4.50 August 

oneer, Brunette, Caprice, Fantasia, Glory, Goliath. 
baer Redhead, Hyperion, Java, Matador, Minnie, Petra, 
Sachem, Samson, Sienna, Theron, 7 Ghiseas Vers, wes 
pate. Winona. Catalog. HEMKNOLL, ippany New 
ersey. 


a Se a ogy | mes 
Mrs Pink F . —¥ 
Red Fiat, Enchantress. Wpor GERANIUMS, 33, 
Malibu, California 





YOuR onases, sti 
sorted 


ae Tanien 
2. 00—24—$3.00 Pos 
eluded. JACK HAAS 


, Separace or as- 
. Pansy and Ivy 
hardy English a 1 
Instruction < Fertilizer in- 
GREENHOUSES. Pekin, Il. 


ny = cutti 
Fancy 





GERANIUMS—Order by mai 


t tall i ¥ ®. cas 
ali ® 
= 75; 50 4 "fis i0e & 100 27.50. 


i 30, for 50, Pree Catalog WILSON 


Iris 





IRIS DAYLILIES. Send for our free catalog listi 
500 world famous varieties. ow NORWOOD GARDENS. 
12043-9 Hallwood, El Monte, California 





gore. Tecan ee .¥n: 10 | ay 
A—with collection 1 Free 


daylilies—$2. 
slay MtOM CRAIG, 4, a — 315, Eecondian. 
California 





LAveos was Sascens offers many attractive BONUS 

FFERS yy! COLLECTIONS of Old Favorites 
aa New ~~. = in their free 1957 catalog. Write 
for yours now. Box 314-F, Valley Center, California 





DAYLILY AND eeanese tris , a — 
quality plants, of outstanding varieties 
M. T. YOUNG, Tallulah, Louisiana 


DAYLILIES. BEST VARIETIES. Specials: Iris 6—$1.00 
Daylilies 5—$1.00. Labeled. Postpaid. Catalog. 
TRACIE CHEATHAM, 345 South 4th, Danville, Ky. 


graeuns. Stab aay — 4 five for $2.75; 10 for 

$5.00 Athlone, Cerise, Challenger, Cotillion, 
rate, rothea, Easter Morn, Garnet 

. Griselie, Howdy, Knighthood, Lochinvar, Man- 

owar, Ming, Naranja. Lg Fs ny" or 12 different 

fine daylilies, many colors, hoice for $2.00. TOM 

CRAIG, R 4, Box 315, Escondic , California 











Delphiniums 





. KLEIN'S GREENHOUSE, Box 85 North 


pc ai Be. + R ones Doyhtatem and Mum descriptive list 
Salem. 





Evergreens 





EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, Rnegepnnoneus = baby 
sizes. rees, holli for free 
ytd catalog. GREEN RIDGE NURSERY. son 4, 


MARCH 1957 


Gladiolus 





GLADIOLUS—For show, cut garden, have 150 
eel = a “An 7 ul 

Min we catalogue free. WOODSIDE 
GLADIOLUS GARDENS Wholesale-Retail. Webster, N.Y. 





ACT sews Highest quality at amazing 
catalog and nt = 4m 1 ALLOWA GLADIOLUS 
GARDENS, RD. New York 





GLADS AND pe = Pian and Cine Glads. 
200 varieties. Dahlias. Special offer of 
Miniature Glades Sulbe. a4 of ? varieties $2.50 post- 
paid. ALFRED L. MOSES, Box 41, Lima, New York. 





php DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST offering best of old 
new varieties ; are right. BREEZY BEND GLAD 
FARM Manlius, N.Y. 





ALL AMERICA GLADS, plus the newest and finest orig. 

inations world. Ca with color FREE. 
mn 95, Listi the new Double and —~ ho -y 

type sla *etads. BRUCE COLLINS, 8844 River Road, Utica 





OLLECTION, Fox Fire, ree Catalog . 
10.00 Many Alternatives. Free oe. EASY 
1421 North 16th Avenue, Yakima, Washington. 


rg rom 





Lily and Tree Seeds 





p-—2 52 Species. Tree seeds for Christmas trees— 


Informative cata- 
fox, splctures, i0¢. RANSOM SEEDS, San Gabriel, 





Meyer Zoysia 





FREE ZOYSIA PICTURE FOLDER. Many useful new 
|, £2 -- tN. grcwer. Meyer 

Z-52 wrt cali ae plugs—only $9.95 f.0.b. 
ORDER TODAY!! make Ls ange dealer 
plan. BECK'S ZOYSEA *s., 9 College St., Auburn, 





CERTIFIED MEYER (Z-52) —_ 2 Beary 
Zoysia. Enough to plant 2,000 
ARMS. De 


5-00 postpaid. 
postpa 
NORDAN'S GRASS Dest Fa, Abbeville, 
Alabama 
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Flower Gower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Movies—Slides—Stereos 





ROBAGHRONE MOVIES—8mm-16mm! Slides! Stereos! 
ify which—Catalogs. Beautiful Flowers—California, 
orids, Williamsburg, Natures Studies, Travel. 

COLONIAL 247-R, Swarthmore, Pa. 





Nursery Stock 





FREE—BALDWIN’S 1957 CATALOG. Fruits, shrubs, 
flowers. Guaranteed stock, low prices, 60 years’ experience. 
Best strawberries, featuring Pipumnster: red and black 
raspberries, boysenberries, blueberries, grapes, epereges. 
tree fruits, nut trees, dwarf fruit trees. Specia 

Color illustrated catalog free. Write 0.A.D. 
BALDWIN NURSERY, Box 131, Bridgman, Michigan 


eree SWISS GIANT, mixed colors. ue 08. 00, 100— 
0. Steel's Mixed Mastodon, 50—$3. 100—$5.00 

postpaid. RAGSDALES PANSY GARDEN, "i316 W. Sth, 
, Texas 





ereee's MASTODON JUMBOS. Gigantic flowers, gorge- 

colors. Large transplants, blooming. 50 for $3.00. 100 

fer $5.50. WARDS PANSY GARDENS, 6028 Houston 
ad, Macon, Ga. 





Praying Mantis 





Sphagnum Moss 





SPHAGNUM MOSS, sterile, finely pount for germinat- 
ing seeds, rooting cuttings. Peck $1. half bushel 50, 
bushel $3.75, postpaid. Booklet incl uded. THOMAS 
GARLAND, Pen Argyl, Pa. 





Strawberries 





PRAYING MANTIS EGG CASES. Each will ey 100 or 
more Mantes. Destroy insects. egg cases $1.00 PPD. 
Instructions, F. C. DAVIS, P.O. Box 31, Pligrim Gar- 
dens, Drexel Hill, Pa. 





PRAYING MANTIS EGG CASES—10 cents each—$7.50 
P = Available until April 5, L. BR. MURRAY, Aguila 
. Arizona 





HARDY MINNESOTA APPLES, — and small fruit. 
6 Delphiniums, 6 Phlox, assorted co _. Catalog 
free. SWEDBERG NURSERY. Battle 2 ®, Minnesota 


Primroses 





Of Interest To Women 





EARN $50 —_ sewing our precut products during spare 
time. $3.00 per hour possible. Information 3c. THOMP- 
SON’S, Loganville 13, Wisconsin 





LET PRIMROSES HAVE THEIR FLING WITH SPRING 
in the shadier parts of your garden this year. Write for 
delightfully different book-catalog (free) picturing Barn- 
haven’s world-famous silver-dollar Polyanthus and other 


could 4 dream about, silver-dollar size and over. BARN- 


N, Gresham, Oregon 





SEW APRONS at home for stores. Easy, profitable, home 
self-employment. Write: ADCO, Bastrop, Pouist jana 





iF veour “% in ¥ i READER—See how the 
Sound V ean help him to read and 
spell better in ry “y aoe . New home- ne peaaee course 
drills your child in phonics with records and cards. Easy to 
use. University tests and parents’ reports ow children 
gain = = a full year’s grade in " 
ard for free illustrated folder and low price 
BREMNER: -DAVIS PEONICS, Dept. G-97, Wilmette, 





$206 MONTHLY POSSIBLE. Sewing Babywear! Fast, 
easy; big demand! No house selling! Send Stamped, ad- 
dressed envelope. BABYGAY, Warsaw 101, Ind. 





Orchids 





HO SAYS YOU CAN'T GROW grontes? o. 00 buys 
Itlusteated folder featuring “Black . oars 
= articles on all phases 

corsages :, a pias to Suoneesing 

3 Ibs. Easy understand. technical double- 
talk. Your ‘Orchid Folder expands to make room for more 
articles and listings sent periodically, DANIEL RYER- 
SON-—-FLORIDA GROWN ORCHIDS, Box 805, Home- 
stead, Florida 





GROW Op0NIse o at home—profitabl 


‘round, ——. rt 6 GhmENHOUSE, 


Gorgeous ‘Catteen, Cym we 
irae ¢ shows you how. EE full acta FL FLOWER. 


ND, 100 So. Vermont, Los Angeles 4, Calif. 





BEAUTIFUL y+ hy plants for home and 
greenhouse. New cata! request. HACIENDA DE 
BELLONA, 11720 Killian, el Monte, California 





10 Mag ng blooming size Orchids $10.00 Ln nf 
Collect. Ready to Free list, Catalog ston MOORE 
ORCHIDS, Box 0. 757, Laredo, Texas. 





pS dae weventy. Sree PLANTS a geptoesé, 
(Two ~ a Grow anywhere. | 
with orders, MUEL ‘PRESNER. Box 4550-1 Coral 


Gables, Florida. 





Prize Awards 





PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for samples 
and prices to THE HORNER PRESS, P.O. Box 85, Rut- 
ledge, Del. Co., Pennsylvania 











Rhododendron 
peoneeenoess (carolini ), M in Ivy, Native 
zaleas, White Pine, Dogwood, Spruce, 3-4  . Heavily 
Wet spg. moss ked. 100 $32.50, Dozen $7.50 


Rented List Free. NATURE'S GREENHOUSE, Tallu- 
lah Falls, Ga. 





Rosebushes 





poe =. GUARANTEED Abe sone AND BLOOM! 

top grade. Best of all the old fashioned 

ented * standard varieties. Write for our FREE 

l color rose folder and price list. Today! ROSEMONT 
NURSERIES. Dept. FG, Box 839, Tyler, Texas 





Scotch Broom Seeds 





SCOTCH BROOM SEEDS—Hardy to-20° $1. per 100— 
$s. per sey sectoald. LEIS NURSERY, P.O. Box 217, 
astic le 





Seeds 





IMPORTED | Seureey GROWN ENGLISH SEEDS by 
Chase. Get hier plants, brighter blooms, tastier vege- 
tables, an eT garden! 2 Special Offers: $1.35 
value, only $1.10 each. No. 301 Flowers; Bachelor Buttons, 
Calendu’ Larkspurs, Nasturtiums, Zinnias, No. 201 





Pampas Grass Vegetables: Beets, Radishes. Lettuce. Carrots, Tomatoes. 
Write: E Caialog. HORTO CORPORATION, Salem 
14, Ege 
THE ONE BOUQUET THAT NEVER DIES! Long last- 
ing, non-perishable Silver King Pampas Plumes keep 
their breathtaking beauty for months, without water, with- Sempervivums 


and invite ye 
comenents’ with beautiful ‘hoor or table penne oes A | true 
colored Plumes which cost no more than 
Rio Grande Pampas Grass Farms grows, “fast ies and 
sells direct, passing liberal Ay + on to you . For your 
own decorating, for gifts to order a vari-colored 
Reygaes or your choice of colors at only $5. ACT NOW and 
we'll pay the —— You take no risk; our product must 
be as rep ited money back, W. HEASTY, 917 
Gabaldon Drive, N. w. Albucuorqun, New Mexico 





Pansy Plants 





fanev PLANTS—Husky oe gtown Super Swiss Giants, 
colors, 50, $2.00; $3.00. Postpaid. LEE’S 
PANSTES. Rt. 1, Box te. “Tyler, Texas 
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COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS 12 varieties. Labeled 

id. $3.00. Over 100 varieties. “Make a Hobby of 
ardy paegeretouens.“ MACPHERSON GARDENS, 2920 
Starr. Toledo, Ohi 





Sparrow Traps 





DON’T FEED SPARROWS! Catch thousands with — 

inal Vail Sparrow Traps. Big cash savings guaran’ 
particulars, Rush! =— SERVICE COMPANY, 

Box 7921, Chicago 13, Illinois 


STRAWBERRIES—Plant Superfection for berries this 
year. New methods with everbearers give outstanding re- 
= as 1957 — Book describes best varieties— 

ethods. Free y. Write today W. F. ALLEN 
COMPANY . 12 Pine ‘Street, Salisbury, Maryland 





Strawberry Plants 





STRAWBERRY PLANTS—Allen’s 1957 Berry Book tells 
best varieties for home and market, and how to grow them. 
Free copy. Write today W. ALLEN COMPANY, 12 
Pine Street, Salisbury, Maryland 





STRAWBERRY PLANTS—Freezer Collection—100 Plants 
—$4.95 Postpaid—-Check or M.O,—Guaranteed to Grow. 
Send for free list of 25 varieties plus facts on ““How to 
Grow’’. MUNSON FLORAL CO., New Lebanon, Ohio 





TRY!!! RED aces SVERSSRING 12—$2.95 Vermiiion, 
Sparkle, Paymas 50—$2.50 00—$4.00 Postpaid. 
MIERS, Box 294, . D. 2, Phillipsburg, N.J. 





Trees & Shrubs 





TREES & SHRUBS. Raise from seed for shade, wind- 
break, etc. FREE planting guide, price list. WOODLOT 
SEED CO., Norway 15, Michigan 





Vegetable Plants 





TOMATO, ONION. CABBAGE Plants. Alson Pepper, 
Lettuce, Broccoli, Eggplant, Cauliflower, Sweet Potato. 
Write for Free Catalog with Bargain Offers. PIEDMONT 
PLANT COMPANY, Dept. 209, Albany, Ga. 





Violets 





FRAGRANT VIOLETS—2 double White; 6 Giant Purple; 
4 ink. $3.00 Postpaid. Free Bulletin. CAPITOLA 
VIOLET GARDEN, 309 Crystal, Capitola, California 





Water Lilies 





FREE: WATER LILY Catalog. Complete listings and 
planting instructions. How to build ee Winter care of 

08. A VAN NESS WATER 
GARDENS, Rt. 1, Box 360 A, Upland, ACalitoraie. 








Wildflowers 





NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, azaleas, 
evergreens, shrubs, trees, perennials, orchids, ferns, 
vines. Free catalogue. THREE LAURELS, Marshall, N.C. 





WILDFLOWERS. AND FERNS, many kinds, to brighten 
a shady nook. Also young ornamentals for low-cost home 
landscaping. Send now for Free Catalogue. WAKE ROBIN 
FARM, Box 33-C, “Tene. Pennsylvania 





BEAUTIFUL NATIVE PLANTS of the Great Plains— 
Rock garden and border: L ogg = creeping Phloxes, 
Evening Primroses, Clematises, Violets, Astragali, An- 
tennarias, “agers Daisies, ete. Hardy Mier Shrubs, Bulbs, 

Free catalog. CLAUDE A. BARR, Prairie Gem 
Ranch, Smithwick, South Dakota 





HEPATICA, BLOODROOT, Twinleaf, mend ". aad, dozen 
mixed $2.50 Perwinkle. evergreen groundcove' nm $1.50. 
Postpaid. HENDERSONS BOTANICAL ’ GARDENS, 
Greensburg, Indiana. 





WILDFLOWER SEEDS AND PLANTS. Many rare varie- 
ties. Send for list. LESLIES WILDFLOWER NURSERY, 
30 Sumner Street, Methuen, Mass, 





weer LowEs SEEDS—Free catalog, 615 different kinds 
of ildfiowers Seeds. Native American Tree and shrub 
HP . CLYDE ROBIN, Carmel Valley, California 





WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS. Order yours for 
spring planting. At reasonable prices. Catalog” ‘free. 
THOMAS M. WOOD, Constantia, New York. 


FLOWER GROWER 











Also World Famous 
BURBANK VARIETIES 


Another $+ 
Bro's ouclueres 
echievementi 


wizerd of 
cvltere. t luther 


zee . 

es SEES gay 
BRO'S cacutes o. 
NEW FRUIT TREE AND 
LANDSCAPE CATALOG 


RUSH COUPON FOR FREE COPY—TODAY! 
Contains Valuable Landscape Planning Guide 


It’s yours FREE! Just mail coupon for all new giant 
64 page Stark Fruit Tree and Landscape Catalog! See all 
the exciting new Fruit and Colorful Ornamental growing 
miracles that ONLY Stark Bro’s can offer you. See the 
amazing difference between ordinary nursery stock and 
Stark Bro’s Exclusive Leader Varieties! This glorious 
catalog . . . with every page in full natural color . . . wilii 
show you how you can surround your home with nature's 
color and beauty from earliest spring . . . how you can 
grow and enjoy world famous U. 8. Patented and Trade 
Marked Fruit Trees, developed and sold ONLY by Stark 
Bro’s. You'll see Stark Bro’s 418 outstanding varieties of 
Apples, Peaches, Pears, Grapes, Berries . . . and, of 
course, beautiful Roses, Flowering Shrubs and Vines. 
This is Stark Bro’s 140th year of continuous service .. . 
ours is the World's largest and America’s oldest nursery. 
Stark Bro’s back every order shipped to you with a Three 
Way Guarantee of complete satisfaction. Send for your 
new Stark Colorphoto catalog today . . . it’s FREE! 


exctusive new ROSES 


New Varieties Offered to 
RoseLoversby WorldFamous 
Stark Bro’s ONLY 


You'll see Stark Exclusive NEW Rose 
varieties to gladden your heart and 
make your home even more beautiful 
. and valuable . . . plus all the old 
time rose favorites you love so much! 
The new Stark catalog contains a com- 
plete Landscape Planning Guide . . 
shows you WHERE and HOW to plant 
for best effect and growing success. 
The supply of new Stark catalogs is 
limited to our present stock .. . so 
please send for yours TODAY. It's 
yours FREE! Just mail coupon below! 
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245 Color Photographs—64 Big Pages—Over a Foot Long 


wow oretcu'macas'on.” STARK DWARF FRUIT TREES 


Ideal for your yard! 
Apples, Peaches and Pears 
produced on Stark 
DWARF Trees are just 
as large or larger, just as 
healthful and delicious, 
just as fine in every way 
as Stark Fruit grown on 
Standard Trees .. . and 
you don't need a ladder 
to pick them! Very orna- 
mental, too! Get all the 
facts in the New Stark 
Catalog. Send for it today. 





3 — ees x 4 oes DWARF 
Pear Trees 


YOU CAN MAKE MONEY —FULL 
TIME OR SPARE TIME 
MEN AND WOMEN WANTED 


BRO’ NURSERIES & to Sell STARK TREES 
enmmanes 68. Ss ane ee 


Largest in World—Oldest In AMERICA your locality . . . easy, pleasant work dur- 
Box737,Town of Louisiana, MISSOURI ‘nf cvenings. Saturdays. any time. No 


$3,406.62 knows Stark Bro’s, World's Largest Nurs- 

tai ery, founded 140 years ago. Get big, color- 

S > thane ro ee sales outfit FREE. 

ry Te patrick of Kelly Six of Michi- you try. CHECK ‘COUPON. and ‘bax 
; phe carsed gan added $3,406.62 it today! We'll send all the facts at once! 


poh . , #- Stark Bebe daring Check Bottom Box if YOU want to 


his spare time. his spare Make More Spare Time Money! 


























JACKSON & PERKINS’ BRAND-NEW 


Spectacular 


produces hundreds of beautiful orange-red blooms! 





(Pl, Pat. 1416) 






Mail coupon now... 47 /e among the vely Hit tp 
cnjoy ite spectacular beguty in your garden! 


At last! — the brilliant new Orange-Red 
color that has become so popular in bush 
roses now becomes even more breathtak- 
ing in this spectacular new Climber! 
What a glorious sight to behold — the 

l-growing plant literally covered with 
hundreds of beautiful orange-red blooms 
— each one about 4” across! And these 
blooms really last — for the gorgeous 
color does not fade — even in 90° to 100° 
temperatures! The display it puts on in 


June is indescribably beautiful — and it 
is repeated again in the Fall. Yes, it’s 
spectacular in every way! 


HARDY! VIGOROUS! GUARANTEED TO 
LIVE AND BLOOM IN YOUR GARDEN 


Spectacular is so useful, too — drape it on 
fences, grow it on pillars, use it to bright- 
en the entrance or porch. Since our “‘first 
year” supply is almost gone —be sure 
to order your Spectacular plants now! 























On pillars Arched over windows 


On fences Stunning on trellis 


$2.50 each — 3 for $6.60 — 12 for $26.40 


Jackson & Perkins Co.”’.:::" 








ee On Oe ae ee a ee a ees a ae 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
23 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 


Please send me, at the proper planting 
time for my locality SPECTACULAR 
Climbing Roses ($2.50 ea.; 3 for $6.60; 
12 for $26.40). Include, free with my 
order, your helpful “Home Garden Guide.” 


I enclose $.............. in full payment. 
Name 


AAMGCSS a ceccccssine 


City rk a 





Zone........... State... 


Sp ee oe me aR ine em eee a mE RS EY FR mee ON Te oe 





